
The Apocalypse 
“Heaven – Part 2”  

Revelation 22 – June 26, 2016 
 

Our Sermon Series 
 

THE APOCALYPSE 
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Date Message Title Bible Text 
Mar 26-27 The Revelation of Jesus Christ Revelation 1-3 

April  3 The Throne in Heaven Revelation 4-5 

April 10 The 7 Seals in Heaven Revelation 6 

April 17 The People in Heaven Revelation 7 

April 24 The 7 Trumpets in Heaven Revelation 8-9 

May  1 The Two Witnesses from Heaven Revelation 10-11 

May  8 War in Heaven Revelation 12 

May 15 The Anti-Christ and the False Prophet Revelation 13-14 

May 22 The 7 Bowls in Heaven Revelation 15-16 

May 29 The Fall of Babylon Revelation 17-18 

June  5 The Second Coming of Jesus Christ Revelation 19 

June 12 The Millennium Revelation 20 

June 19 Heaven – Part 1 Revelation 21 

June 26 Heaven – Part 2 Revelation 22 

 

Three Spoiler Alerts at the End of the Book (Revelation 22) 
 

1. We win! (vv.3-5)  

2. The canon is closed (vv.18-19)   

3. He’s coming back soon! (vv.7,20) 
 

Five Things You Will See in Heaven (Revelation 22) 
 

1. The ________________ of Life (v.1)   
 The Bible begins and ends with a river (Gen. 2:10; Rev. 22:1). 

 Warren Wiersbe:  “In Revelation 22, we move inside the city to 

discover that it is like a beautiful garden, reminiscent of the Garden 

of Eden.  There were four rivers in Eden (Gen. 2:10-14), but there is 

only one river in the heavenly city.  Ezekiel saw a purifying river 

flowing from the temple, certainly a millennial scene (Ezek. 47), but 

this river will flow directly from God’s throne, the very source of all 

purity.” 

 Charles Ryrie: “The river is the water of life, and its presence in the 

city simply means that fullness of life will be the experience of all 

those who inhabit it.” 

 Jesus says we can get a foretaste of the river now. 

 John 7:37-39 – On the last and greatest day of the Feast, Jesus 

stood and said in a loud voice, "If anyone is thirsty, let him come to 

Me and drink.  Whoever believes in Me, as the Scripture has said, 

streams of living water will flow from within him."   By this He meant 

the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were later to receive. Up 

to that time the Spirit had not been given, since Jesus had not yet 

been glorified.  

 Application #1 – Jesus, please fill me with Your Spirit right now so 

that Your living water will flow in my life today.  Spirit of Christ, I invite 

You to sit in the driver’s seat of my life today. 
 

2. The _________________ of Life (v.2)   
 The whole Bible can be summarized as a tale of 3 trees: 

(1) The tree of knowledge of good and evil (Gen. 2:9-17; 3:1-24) 

(2) The tree of the cross (Galatians 3:13) 

(3) The tree of life (Gen. 2:9; 3:22-24; Rev. 22:2). 

 John MacArthur:  “The tree of life is the celestial counterpart to the 

tree of life in Eden (Genesis 2:9; 3:22-24).  It provides for those who 

are immortal.  The tree of life was a familiar Jewish concept that 

expressed blessing (2:7).  The celestial tree symbolizes the blessing of 

eternal life.” 

 Ray Stedman:  “The Garden of Eden disappeared from the earth 

sometime after Adam and Eve were exiled from it, but in Revelation 

22:2 it appears again in the center of the Holy City.  The river 

symbolizes the Holy Spirit (John 7:38-39).  The tree (of life) is a symbol 

of Jesus Himself.  He is the way, the truth, and the life – the tree of 

life.  When we obey the Word of God we are feeding on Jesus, 

drawing life from the nourishment He offers.” 

 Application #2 – Am I living right now in the tree of life or in the tree 

of the knowledge of good and evil? 
 

Area Living in the Tree of 

Life 

Living in the Tree of the 

Knowledge of Good and Evil 

Trust Innocent trust in God Eyes opened so can rely on self 

Leads to LIFE DEATH 

Responsibility Takes responsibility Blames others 

Faith Child-like Too “knowledgeable” to believe 

Conscience Forgiven/grateful Guilty/shameful/hiding 

NT Example Repentant prodigal Older brother (Pharisees) 

Treat sinners Love, forgive, accept, 

help 

Condemn 

Spiritual habits I want to I should 
 

 Side note: The tree of life in heaven produces fruit (v.2) supporting 

the view that we will eat in heaven. 

 Luke 22:29-30 – I confer on you a kingdom, just as My Father 

conferred one on Me, so that you may eat and drink at My table in 

My Kingdom. 

 Isaiah 25:6 – On this mountain the Lord Almighty will prepare a feast 

of rich food for all peoples, a banquet of aged wine – the best of 

meats and the finest of wines. 



 Revelation 19:9 – Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding 

supper of the Lamb. 

 James 8:28 – Blessed are those who eat chocolate in heaven! 
 

3. A place with ________________________ (v.3)   
 This is huge!  This is a reversal of the Fall of Genesis 3.  Sin has been 

dealt with through the First Coming of Christ (death and 

resurrection) and the Second Coming of Christ (vanquishing of 

Satan and all evil).  The curse has been reversed and removed.  

Thus, there is no longer any pain or sickness or death or cancer or 

evil.  There are no relationship problems.  We are in Heaven where 

there is no curse! 

 Randy Alcorn: “In order to get a picture of Heaven, you simply need 

to look around you and imagine what all this would be like without 

sin and death and suffering and corruption.” 

 Application #3 – Knowing that there is coming a time when all pain 

will be gone, I can persevere in the midst of my current situation.  I 

choose to not give up and instead to set my eyes on the future 

glory. 

 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 – Therefore we do not lose heart. Though 

outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being 

renewed day by day.  For our light and momentary troubles are 

achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.  So we 

fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is 

seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal. 

 CS Lewis: “If you read history, you will find that the Christians who did 

most for the present world were just those who thought most of the 

next.” 
 

4. _________________________ (v.3)   
 Jonathan Edwards: “Every Christian friend that goes before us from 

this world is a ransomed spirit waiting to welcome us in heaven.  

There will be the infant of days that we have lost below, through 

grace to be found above.  There the Christian father, and mother, 

and wife, and child, and friend, with whom we shall renew the holy 

fellowship of the saints, which was interrupted by death here, but 

shall be commenced again in the upper sanctuary, and then shall 

never end.  There we shall have companionship with the patriarchs 

and fathers and saints of the Old and New Testaments.” 

 Richard Baxter: “I know that Christ is all in all; and that it is the 

presence of God that makes Heaven to be heaven.  But yet it 

much sweetens the thoughts of that place to me that there are 

there such a multitude of my most dear and precious friends in 

Christ.” 

 Venerable Bede: “A great multitude of dear ones is there expecting 

us; a vast and mighty crowd of parents, brothers, and children, 

secure now of their own safety, anxious yet for our salvation, longing 

that we may come to their right and embrace them.” 

 Quote from Randy Alcorn’s “Heaven” on p.346. 

 YouTube Video: “Brad Paisley – When I Get Where I’m Going” [3:41] 

 Application #4 – I want all of my friends and loved ones and 

neighbors and co-workers to be in heaven with me, therefore I’m 

going to pray daily for them and share the Gospel with them as the 

Lord leads. 

 There will be no marriage or sex in heaven (Matt. 22:29-30) 

 Quote from CS Lewis in Alcorn’s “Heaven” on pp.339-340. 
 

5. ________________________ (v.4)   
 Intimacy and identity are wrapped up in one’s face.  We shall 

encounter God face to face and know Him intimately. 

 John Donne: “No man ever saw God and lived.  And yet, I shall not 

live till I see God; and when I have seen Him, I shall never die.” 

 Randy Alcorn: “We may imagine we want a thousand different 

things, but God is the One we really long for.  His Presence brings 

satisfaction; His absence brings thirst and longing.  Our longing for 

Heaven is a longing for God.  Being with God is the heart and soul 

of Heaven.  Every other heavenly pleasure will derive from and be 

secondary to His Presence.  God’s greatest gift to us is, and always 

will be, Himself.  To see God’s face is the loftiest of all aspirations.  

Not only will we see His face and live, but we will likely wonder if we 

ever lived before we saw His face!” 

 Sam Storms: “We will constantly be more amazed with God, more 

in love with God, and thus ever more relishing His Presence and our 

relationship with Him.  Our experience of God will never reach its 

consummation.  He will never finally arrive, as if upon reaching a 

peak we discover there is nothing beyond.  Our experience of God 

will never become stale.  It will deepen and develop, intensify and 

amplify, unfold and increase, broaden and balloon.” 

 Randy Alcorn: “There will always be more to see when we look at 

God, because His infinite character can never be exhausted.  We 

could – and will – spend countless millennia exploring the depths of 

God’s being and be no closer to seeing it all than when we first 

started.  This is the magnificence of God and the wonder of 

Heaven.” 

 John 17:3 – Now this is eternal life: that they may know You, the 

only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom You have sent. 

 The essence of eternal life is knowing and seeing and enjoying 

God.  Our primary joy in Heaven will be knowing and seeing and 

enjoying God. 

 Application #5 – Because of the awesomeness of God and 

Heaven, I am going to… 

 Set my mind on God and things above (Colossians 3:1-4) by 

reading God’s Word, worshipping, reading books about 

Heaven and God’s attributes. 

 Share my faith in Jesus Christ with everybody I know so that 

they can experience this awesome God and Heaven. 

 YouTube Video: “Thank You – Ray Boltz” [5:39] 


