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 “MAWWAIGE” 

“Mawwiage is what bwings us togethaw, today.” 

In the Bible the church is referred to as the “Bride of Christ. Throughout the Bible you find references to the 

church—in one form or another—as Christ’s “bride.” Just as a marriage brings two people and two families into 

unity, we are a family of believers brought together, in love and unity, as Christ’s church. 

Acts 2:42-47 gives a solid picture of the “union” that is supposed to be experienced within the church, 

including: 1) devotion to one another; 2) ongoing fellowship; 3) regularly sharing meals together; 4) praying 

together; 5) sharing common perspective and belief; 6) generosity; 7) gratitude; 8) giving God the credit for our 

blessings; and 9) being an “open system” that welcomes in others. 

Application: Are we doing the things that we’ve been instructed to do?  Are we doing these things in the 

church?  Are we doing these things in our family?  Are we devoted to one another?  Are we in true fellowship 

with each other?  Do we share meals together?  Do we stop and pray for and with one another?  Do we 

pursue oneness by seeking to understand the other person’s viewpoint?  Are we giving generously or our time, 

talents and finances?  Are we grateful for how richly God has blessed us and this particular Bride of Christ 

called Grace Fellowship, and are we giving Him the proper credit for our blessings?  And are we truly an open 

and welcoming congregation, seeking to add to our numbers daily “those who are being saved?” 

DOES IT GOT ANY SPORTS IN IT? 

Each generation needs the prior generation to tell them about “The Book.” 

 

Deuteronomy 6:1-7 tells us “Now this is the commandment—the statutes and the rules—that the LORD your God 

commanded me to teach you, that you may do them in the land to which you are going over, to possess it, 

that you may fear the LORD your God, you and your son and your son's son, by keeping all his statutes and his 

commandments, which I command you, all the days of your life, and that your days may be long.  Hear 

therefore, O Israel, and be careful to do them, that it may go well with you, and that you may multiply greatly, 

as the LORD, the God of your fathers, has promised you, in a land flowing with milk and honey. Hear, O Israel: 

The LORD our God, the LORD is one.  You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul 

and with all your might.  And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart.  You shall teach 

them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the 

way, and when you lie down, and when you rise.” 

Application: The story needs storytellers, and we have an obligation as the church to take God’s story to future 

generations. God is trusting us to tell His story.  

IT’S INCONCEIVABLE! 

When considering the truth that Jesus is trusting us failed and flawed humans with taking the Gospel out to the 

world, we can’t help but sometimes I think “inconceivable!” 

But Christ did give this assignment to His Bride.  In Acts 1:8 Jesus told us “… you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem 

and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” So, when we find ourselves thinking 

“inconceivable,” remember that Christi is speaking over us words to the effect of “You keep using that word.  I 

do not think it means what you think it means.” 

As Christ’s witnesses, we all have personal experiences—good and bad. But they can all play a part in us 

fulfilling our assignment to be Christ’s witnesses. We are called to take our lives and life experiences, combined 

with our hope and faith in Christ, and use those experiences to make God famous to those we come in 

contact with. 

That’s our application on this point. That’s our assignment—to take the Gospel out to the world.  An assignment 

that Jesus Himself gave His church and people. 



 

HAVE FUN STORMING THE CASTLE! 

Matthew 16: “Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do 

people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others 

Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter replied, 

“You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! 

For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, 

and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” 

We have a critical assignment, and it is this: taking the Gospel out to the world, and overcoming the gates of 

hell. Jesus said it, so it must be true. Probably not literally knocking down tangible gates, but instead we are 

called to do our part to keep the gates of hell and death closed. 

How do we accomplish that?  By doing our part to throw wide open the gates of heaven.  When we act as 

“greeters” to the gates of heaven, we also help block the gates of hell. 

Application: Be a church that is wildly, passionately, and fervently welcoming to the world.  Our application is 

to each fulfill our personal responsibility as a member of the wedding party: pray; invite our neighbors to the 

party; and serve the church through our God-given passions and talents and experiences.  None of us are 

called to sit on the sidelines.  None of us are called to simply watch the story unfold. 

WHAT DO YOU GOT THAT’S WORTH LIVING FOR?  TRUE LOVE. 

Mark 12: And one of the scribes came up and heard them disputing with one another, and seeing that he 

answered them well, asked him, “Which commandment is the most important of all?”  Jesus answered, “The 

most important is, ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.  And you shall love the Lord your God with 

all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’  The second is this: ‘You 

shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these. 

We are called to love God with everything we have and everything we are. 

1 Corinthians 13:1-8: If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a 

clanging cymbal. 2 And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I 

have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away all I have, and if I 

deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing.  4 Love is patient and kind; love does not 

envy or boast; it is not arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does 

not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 7 Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, 

endures all things.  8 Love never ends. 

God IS love.  He sent His Son Jesus to us to prove His true love for us.  Jesus is love personified, and He proved His 

true love for us by willingly going to the cross on our behalf.  Jesus expressed in the most tangible of ways His 

True Love for each of us when He went to that cross. 

Death cannot stop true love.  We are going to face times of doubt and even despair.  Like Buttercup, we may 

find ourselves in seasons where we believe that the only logical conclusion is to give up.  And like Buttercup, we 

can ultimately learn to wait for and trust in our Bridegroom. 

Final Application: We need to allow ourselves to trust our Bridegroom, Jesus Christ. Jesus gave His life for us.  

He’s proven His love for us. And so, we need to grow in our faith in His love so that we, too, can bear all things, 

believe all things, hope all things, and endure all things. Let’s allow ourselves, like Buttercup, to never doubt 

again.  Why?  Because, as Jesus has proven, there will never be a need. 


