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2 Peter 1:1-11 – October 23, 2016 
 

Our Series Together 
 

COUNTER-CULTURAL 
Responding to a Culture That Rejects Truth – A Study of 2 Peter 

Date Message Title Bible Text 
Oct. 23 7 Qualities of Counter-Cultural People 2 Peter 1:1-11 

Oct. 30 The Bedrock of Being Counter-Cultural 2 Peter 1:12-21 

Nov.  6 Calling Sin “Sin” 2 Peter 2:1-22 

Nov. 13 The Destination of Truth–Twisters 2 Peter 2:1-22 

Nov. 20 Counter-Cultural People Don’t Listen to Scoffers 2 Peter 3:1-9 

Nov. 27 Counter-Cultural People Look Forward to 

Christ’s Return 

2 Peter 3:10-18 

 

Imagine… 
 Imagine that your pastor is… 

 Imagine that he calls you to his jail cell and… 

 

The Theme of 2 Peter 
 Second Peter is a letter that the Apostle Peter wrote to Christians 

in Asia Minor (modern day Turkey) addressing the moral 

corruption of the culture that seemed to be infiltrating the church.  

Peter calls believers to be counter-cultural.  He calls them to 

godliness by growing in grace and knowledge (3:18). 

 Peter wrote this letter shortly before he was martyred in 67 AD, 

and thus his exhortation is urgent (1:14-15). 

 

The 7 Qualities of Counter-Cultural People (2 Peter 1:5-7) 
 

1. Virtue  
 Moral excellence; good character; honorable; doing the right 

thing regardless of the outcome; excellence that fulfills your 

unique purpose 

 This is the opposite of conforming to the culture 
 

2. Knowledge 
 Knowing God personally and intimately; spiritual 

understanding; practical knowledge that is an outflow of an 

obedient life; a knowledge that is growing 

 This is NOT about knowing a bunch of facts 
 

3. Self-control  
 Self-discipline; self-restraint empowered by God’s Spirit 

 This is the opposite of doing whatever you feel like doing 
 

4. Steadfastness  
 Patient endurance in doing what is right; the ability to endure 

when circumstances are difficult; passionate patience; 

perseverance. 

 The voluntary and daily suffering of hard and difficult things for 

the sake of honor and usefulness. 

 This is a marathon; not a sprint. 
 

5. Godliness 
 Reverent piety; that quality of character that makes a person 

distinctive; Christ-likeness; one who properly honors and 

adores God with their life. 

 This is the opposite of conforming to the culture. 
 

6. Brotherly affection  
 “philadelphia” – brotherly love; brotherly kindness 

 Counter-cultural people are not mean and rude jerks. 
 

7. Love  
 “agape” – sacrificial, selfless love; the kind of love that God 

loves us with 

 Counter-cultural people are not mean and rude jerks. 

 

The Point – Peter is concerned that the moral corruption of the 

culture is stealing into the church, and he calls for the church to be 

counter-cultural by living the above 7 qualities.  To live any other way 

is ineffective (v.8). 
 

How Do We Live This Kind of Counter-Cultural Life? – The 

answer is by tapping into His divine power.  He has 

supplied everything we need (v.3).  
 

1. By entering into a personal relationship with God 

through knowing Jesus Christ (vv.2-3)   
 The word “knowledge” is used 5 times in today’s passage 

(1:2,3,5,6,8) and is a major theme in the whole book (3:18). 

 This is not knowing ABOUT Jesus, but ACTUALLY KNOWING HIM 

intimately as a person through a living relationship with Him. 

 Example:  Tom Hanks 



 We come to actually know Jesus intimately by inviting him into 

our lives and then walking with Him. 

 John 1:12 – Yet to all who received Him, to those who 

believed in His name, He gave the right to become children 

of God. 

 Revelation 3:20 (The Message) – Look at Me. I stand at the 

door. I knock. If you hear Me call and open the door, I'll come 

right in and sit down to supper with you.  

 Application #1 – I choose to invite Jesus Christ into my life and 

follow Him 
 

Lord Jesus, I want to have a personal relationship with You 

and to know You – really know You.  I realize that my sin has 

gotten in the way of that personal relationship, and so I 

repent of my sins.  Thank You for dying on the cross for My sins 

that I might be forgiven.  I believe that You rose from the 

dead.  I now invite You into my life.  Please make me into the 

person that You want me to be.  Help me walk with You.   
 

 When we receive Christ, we are forgiven of all of our sins and 

we are given (as a free gift) the righteousness of Christ 

deposited into our lives (2 Corinthians 5:21; Romans 3:21-26). 

 Crazy truth: We are now on equally footing with the apostles 

(2 Peter 1:1). 

 Faith in Christ is actually the first quality from which all of the 

other qualities flow (v.5) 
 

2. By tapping into the power of God’s Word (v.4)   
 David Helm: “True knowledge of God is always attended by a fixed 

belief in God’s promises.  So often today people want to claim 

relationship with God while at the same time they abandon the 

words of the Bible.  It is as if we want a God in our own making – one 

who exists under the authority of our own word.  Those who finish well 

in faith do so by holding fast to God’s promises.  According to 

(Peter), there is simply nothing else strong enough to pull us home.  

Indeed, according to verse 4 it is by them that we escape the tug of 

‘the corruption of this world.’  One can almost envision men, women, 

and children being pulled loose from the muck of this world and 

ascending to Heaven’s skies solely by holding fast to the strong cord 

of God’s Word.  If we need rescuing from this world, that will require 

holding ever more tightly to the ‘very great promises’ of God.” 

 What “precious and very great promises” might Peter have 

been clinging to in his final days before his martyrdom? 

o Psalm 23:4 

o John 10:25-26 

o Luke 21:12-15 

 Some precious and great promises to cling to 
 

Strength 
Psalm 18:32; Isaiah 40:31 

Guidance 

John 16:13 

Help 

Isaiah 41:10-14 

Instruction 

Psalm 32:8; John 14:26 

Wisdom 

Prov 2:6-8; James 1:5 

Heaven 
John 14:1-3; 2 Peter 3:13 

The Holy Spirit 

Acts 2:33; Eph. 1:13 

Joy 

Psalm 132:16; Gal. 5:22 

Spiritual Life 

Romans 8:9-13 

Resurrection Life 

John 11:25 

Sufficient Grace 

2 Corinth 12:9 

Eternal Rewards 

1 Tim 4:8; James 1:12 

Answered Prayer 

1 John 5:14-15 

Financial Provision 

Philippians 4:19 

Forgiveness 

1 John 1:9 
 

 Chris Hodges’ life practice 

 Charles Stanley’s autobiography: “Courageous Faith” 

 A precious and great promise for Jim: Colossians 3:1-4 

 Application #2 – With God’s help, I am going to tap into the 

power of God’s Word by… 
o Developing a daily habit of reading and meditating on God’s 

Word and praying His Word (Quiet Time Journal) 

o Coming to church regularly to study God’s Word as a 

congregation.  (I commit to be here each of the six weeks of our 

2 Peter study.) 

o Joining a small group that is studying God’s Word 

o Adopting Charles Stanley’s practice of calling on God and 

asking Him for a word (Bible verse) for each situation 

o Adopting Chris Hodges’ practice of going into every meeting 

with a Bible verse 

 A powerful Word from today’s passage (v.1) – servant first, 

apostle second 
 

3. By tapping into the power of God’s Spirit (v.4)   
 When we receive Christ into our lives by faith, we are born 

again (John 3:3; Titus 3:5) and we literally receive the Spirit of 

Jesus Christ into our lives (Romans 8:9; 1 Corinth 3:16).  We are 

now new (2 Corinth 5:17) because God’s Spirit lives inside of 

us.  We are partakers of the divine nature (2 Peter 1:4). 

 This is the power we need to live a godly life – to live a 

counter-cultural life. 

 A godly life is lived by tapping into the power of God’s Spirit 

like an electrical plug taps into an electrical socket (John 15:1-5). 

 We work outwardly while God works inwardly (Philippians 2:12-

13; 2 Peter 1:4-5). 

 Application #3 – Spirit of the Living God, I surrender control of 

the driver’s seat of my life to You.  Please empower me to live 

a life of godliness in the midst of a corruptive culture. 

 Example from the life of Peter:  Walking on water (Matthew 

14:22-36) 


