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COUNTER-CULTURAL 
Responding to a Culture That Rejects Truth – A Study of 2 Peter 

Date Message Title Bible Text 
Oct. 23 7 Qualities of Counter-Cultural People 2 Peter 1:1-11 

Oct. 30 The Bedrock of Being Counter-Cultural 2 Peter 1:12-21 

Nov.  6 Calling Sin “Sin” 2 Peter 2:1-22 

Nov. 13 The Destination of Truth–Twisters 2 Peter 2:1-22 

Nov. 20 Counter-Cultural People Don’t Listen to Scoffers 2 Peter 3:1-9 

Nov. 27 Counter-Cultural People Look Forward to 

Christ’s Return 

2 Peter 3:10-18 

 

Outline of Today’s Passage (2 Peter 1:12-21) 
 

 vv.12-15 – Peter is about to be executed and his death row 

message is: “Live a godly life for Jesus” (7 qualities of a counter-

cultural person in 1:1-11) 

 vv.16-21 – The basis of Peter’s exhortation: 

(1) Eye witness account (vv.16-18) 

(2) The Word of God (vv.19-21) 

 

What We Know About Peter’s Death (vv.12-15) 
 

 Jesus predicted the manner of Peter’s death in John 21:15-24 

o “Feed by sheep” (3 times) 

o Many Bible scholars interpret John 21:18-19 as Jesus 

prophesying that Peter would die by crucifixion. 

 According to 2 Peter 1:14, Jesus had evidently appeared to Peter 

in Rome telling him that his death was imminent. 

 According to tradition (history), we know that Peter was 

sentenced to death by crucifixion by the Roman Emperor Nero in 

67 AD.  Peter did not feel that he was worthy to die in the same 

manner as his Lord, so he asked to be crucified upside down. 

 DC Talk’s “Jesus Freaks,” pp. 311-313. 

 Application #1 – If you knew that you were going to die very 

soon, what would your final life message to others be?  Why wait 

to share that message? 

 

 Peter’s final life message:  “Don’t be conformed to the culture of 

this world.  God has given you His divine power to live a godly life 

– a life of virtue, knowledge, self-control, steadfastness, godliness, 

brotherly affection, and love.” (1:3-8) 

 Application #2 – I am going to heed Peter’s final life message 

and live a life that is distinct from the culture – a life of godliness 

and virtue and love.  Specifically, I am going to….  
 

 

Peter’s Eyewitness Account of Jesus (vv.16-18) 
 As his basis for calling us to live godly, counter-cultural lives, Peter 

reminds us that he witnessed Jesus’ life firsthand.   

 And, specifically, he recalls his witnessing of Jesus’ transfiguration 

(Matthew 17:1-13) which is actually a preview of Jesus’ Second 

Coming. 

 Charles Ryrie: “The Transfiguration gave the three disciples a 

preview of Jesus’ future exaltation and the coming Kingdom.  The 

Lord was seen in His body of glory; Moses and Elijah illustrated 

those whom Christ will bring with Him (either through death or 

translation, 1 Thess. 4:13-18); the disciples represented those who 

will behold His coming (Rev. 1:7).” 

 Notice the words used to describe Jesus’ transfiguration in 2 Peter 

1:16-18 – power, holy, majesty (2x), glory (2x). 

 Focusing on our face to face encounter with Jesus at His Second 

Coming motivates us to live godly lives. 

 2 Peter 3:11-12 – Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, 

what sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and 

godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of 

God. 

 Application #3 – In light of the holiness and majesty and glory of 

Jesus both now and at His Second Coming, I choose (in the 

power of God’s Spirit) to… 

 Not expose my eyes to TV shows, movies, Internet sites, and 

books that are immoral and voyeuristic (1 Thess. 4:1-7); 

 Feed my mind with things that are pure and good (Phil. 4:8). 
 

Peter’s Appeal to God’s Word (vv.19-21) 
 Peter appeals to God’s Word as an even more important basis for 

his death row claim to live a counter-cultural life (v.19). 

 Analogy: God’s Word is like a lamp shining in a dark place (v.19) 

o A lamp warns you of approaching danger 

o A lamp shows you where to walk safely and rightly 

o A lamp gives you a sense of calm in the dark 

 YouTube Video: “The Mirror” [4:07] – Jennifer Rothschild 

 Peter explains how we God our Bible (vv.20-21) 

 feromenoi = carried along by; the word was used of a ship 

carried along by the wind; the metaphor here is of the human 



Biblical authors raising their sails, the Holy Spirit (breathe; wind) 

filling them, and carrying their craft in the direction and to the 

destination that He desired. 

 Chuck Swindoll: “God breathed out His message to human 

writers, who, without losing their own style and personality, wrote 

truth under His divine control.  And because He superintended 

the process in its entirety, no error was present right down to the 

very words of the original text.” 

 The writing of the Bible is analogous to the virgin birth of Jesus 

Christ: 
 

 100% Divine 100% Human 
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 God contributed seed Mary contributed egg 

Jesus was 100% God Jesus was also 100% human 

Jesus was without sin Jesus was tempted in every way 
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God is Author (wind) Humans were authors (sails) 

God guided their thoughts Humans wrote the words 

God shaped their lives Human personalities come thru 

God’s universal message Specific human language 

God’s truth conveyed Specific human writing styles 

Bible is 100% divine Bible is also 100% human 

Bible is without error Bible can be misinterpreted 
 

 Paul Feinberg: “When all the facts are known, the Scriptures in 

their original autograph and properly interpreted will be shown to 

be fully true in everything they affirm.” 

 For a more detailed explanation of what it means to say that the 

Bible is fully true, please see “The Chicago Statement on Biblical 

Inerrancy” at http://www.bible-researcher.com/chicago1.html  

 Ultimately, this is where the clash with the culture happens: 
 

THE CULTURE SAYS… THE BIBLE SAYS… 

You find truth in yourself You find truth in God’s Word 

It’s all about you It’s all about God 

Self first God first, others second, self third 

Your money belongs to you Your money belongs to God 

Marriage exists to make you happy Marriage exists to make you holy 

Abortion is a woman’s choice Abortion is sin and murder 

Practicing homosexuality is OK Practicing homosexuality is sin 

It’s OK to lie and steal We are to tell the truth & not steal 

Pornography is OK Pornography is sin 

Pursue money and power Pursue God and His Kingdom 

Look after yourself.  Do 

occasional mission to feel good. 

Minister to widows, orphans, 

immigrants, and the poor 

Rebel Submit to God 

 Application #4 – My declaration regarding the Bible: 
 

 

My Declaration Regarding the Bible 
 

Today, I choose to accept the Bible as God’s Word, fully true, and 

I will submit myself to its words as the #1 authority in my life.  With 

God’s help, I will submit myself to what the Bible has to say about 

my singleness, my sexuality, my married life, my parenting, my 

finances, my work life, my health, my habits, my worship, my time, 

my decision-making… everything. 
     x _________________________ 
 

 

 Application #5 – As a way of submitting myself to God’s Word, I 

will expose myself regularly to His voice by… 

 Developing a habit of daily reading and meditating on God’s 

Word and praying His Word back to Him 

 Coming weekly to church to study God’s Word with my 

church family in big church 

 Joining a small group that is studying God’s Word together 

 Memorizing a Scripture and meditating on it at different points 

in my day. 
 

 YouTube video: “Story Behind the Song ‘I Have Decided to Follow 

Jesus’” [4:51] 
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