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Our Series Together 
 

COUNTER-CULTURAL 
Responding to a Culture That Rejects Truth – A Study of 2 Peter 

Date Message Title Bible Text 
Oct. 23 7 Qualities of Counter-Cultural People 2 Peter 1:1-11 

Oct. 30 The Bedrock of Being Counter-Cultural 2 Peter 1:12-21 

Nov.  6 Calling Sin “Sin” 2 Peter 2:1-22 

Nov. 13 The Destination of Truth–Twisters 2 Peter 2:1-22 

Nov. 20 Counter-Cultural People Don’t Listen to Scoffers 2 Peter 3:1-9 

Nov. 27 Counter-Cultural People Look Forward to 

Christ’s Return 

2 Peter 3:10-18 

 

Last Week’s Message – The description of false teachers. 
Be careful whom you follow because you become like the leaders 

you choose to follow.  Beware of following false teachers who teach 

heresy, are sexually promiscuous, are greedy, are power hungry, and 

are deceptive. 
 

This Week’s Message – The destination of false teachers 

and those who follow them:  ______________ 
 

Four Aspects of God’s Character to Know as We Come to 

Grips with the Reality of Hell (2 Peter 2:1-22) 
 

1. God’s ____________________ and Love:  He wants all to 

be saved (v.1)   
 You cannot truly understand the cross until you understand Hell.  

When you truly understand Hell, then you will be overcome by 

the depths of Jesus’ love and sacrifice for us. 

 Because God is holy and just, He punishes sin with the full force of 

Hell.  Because God is good and loving, He pours that very 

punishment and wrath on His Own Son in our place as our 

substitute. 

 Jesus even died for the ungodly and grossly sinful false teachers 

(v.1). 

 Side note:  In the Calvinism versus Wesley-Arminianism debate, 

this verse is a powerful argument in favor of unlimited atonement.  

The same word “bought” used here for the false teachers (2 

Peter 2:1) is used of believers in 1 Corinthians 6:20 and 1 Peter 

1:18-19.  Jesus died for all! 

 Charles Ryrie:  “The price for the sins of all men (including these 

false teachers) was paid by the death of Christ, though no man 

can have benefit of this forgiveness except through faith in the 

Savior.” 

 1 Timothy 2:4 – God our Savior desires all people to be saved and 

to come to the knowledge of the truth. 

 2 Peter 3:9 – The Lord is not slow to fulfill His promise as some 

count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any 

should perish, but that all should reach repentance. 

 Ezekiel 18:32 – “For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone,” 

declares the Lord God; “so turn, and live.” 

 Max Lucado: “God has never made a person whom He does not 

love.” 

 Application #1 – As I wrestle to comprehend the holiness and 

justice of God demonstrated by Hell, I will embrace the goodness 

and love of God heralded by Jesus’ redemption through His 

substitutionary atonement. 
 

2. God’s _____________________ and Justice:  He will judge 

all sin and the penalty is hell (vv.1,3,4,9,12,14,17)   
 2 Peter 2’s description of God’s punishment against sin: 

 

Verse English Word Meaning 

1 swift destruction damnation; perdition 

3 condemnation decision of judgment; damnation 

4 hell the deepest abyss of Hades; to incarcerate to 

eternal torment 

9 Day of Judgment day of damnation; punishment 

12 destruction utterly perish 

14 accursed God’s curse is on them 

17 utter darkness gloom like the surrounding of the darkest cloud 
 

 Peter gives three illustrations of the awaiting punishment of these 

false teachers and those who follow them (vv.4-6): 

(1) The gloomy darkness of hell where the fallen angels are 

chained and tormented (v.4) 
o The place that demons begged Jesus not to send them (Luke 8:31) 

o The place that the devil and his followers are ultimately thrown in 

Revelation 20:10,15. 

(2) The judgment of the flooding of the whole earth during 

Noah’s days (v.5) (Genesis 6-9) (2 Peter 3:5-7) 

(3) The destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah with fire and 

brimstone (v.6) (Genesis 18-19) (Ezekiel 16:49-50) 

 Hell is awful!  You do not want to go there nor do you want 

anyone you know to go there!  Ten biblical facts about Hell: 
(1) Hell is a place where fire continually burns but never consumes (Nahum 

1:6; Isaiah 30:33; 33:14; Matthew 3:7-12; 5:22; 13:49-50; 18:8-9; 25:41; 

Mark 9:43,48; Hebrews 10:26-27,30-31; 12:29; Rev. 19:20; 20:10; 21:8) 

(2) Hell is a place of torment (Luke 16:23-24; Rev. 14:9-11; 20:10).   



(3) Hell is a place of weeping and gnashing of teeth (Matthew 8:12; 

13:42,50; 22:13; 24:51; 25:30; Luke 13:28) 

(4) Hell is so awful that you would rather rip out your eyeball with your 

fingers than go there (Matthew 5:27-30). 

(5) Hell is a place where there is no rest day or night (Rev. 14:11) 

(6) Hell is a place of eternal punishment (Isaiah 66:24; Matthew 25:46; Mark 3:29; 

John 3:36; 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9; Hebrews 6:2; Revelation 14:9-11; 20:10,14-15) 

(7) Hell is a place where worms continually cover its inhabitants (Isaiah 

14:11; 66:24; Mark 9:47-48; perhaps Acts 12:23) 

(8) Hell is a place of fear-filled darkness (Matt 8:12; 22:13; 25:30; 2 Peter 2:4; 

Jude 13) 

(9) Hell is a place totally shut out from the presence of the Lord (2 Thess 1:7-9) 

(10) Hell is eternal (Matthew 25:46). 

 Application #2 – If the Bible is true, then Hell is true.  Do I truly 

believe in Hell or do I act like a hell agnostic? 
 

3. God’s _____________ and Mercy:  We can be delivered 

from sin and punishment (vv.5-9)   
 Verse 9 is the punchline. 

 Two examples: 

(1) Noah (v.5) 

(2) Lot (vv.7-8) 

 Application #3a – Flee Sodom and get on the boat!   
 

Acts 2:38 – Repent and be baptized every one of you in the 

name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will 

receive the gift of the Holy Spirit…. Save yourselves from this 

crooked generation. 
 

Romans 10:9 – If you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and 

believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will 

be saved. 
 

Lord Jesus, I want to know You personally.  Thank You for dying on 

the cross for my sins and rising from the dead.  I open the door of 

my life and receive You as my Savior and Lord.  Thank You for 

forgiving me of my sins and giving me eternal life.  Take control of 

the throne of my life, and make me into the kind of person You 

want me to be.  Amen. 
 

 Application #3b – Intercede like Abraham for Lot (Genesis 18).  

Take as many people as you can on the boat with you! 
 

 

My Top Ten List 
 

1.    6. 

2.    7. 

3.    8. 

4.    9. 

5.    10. 
 

4. God’s ____________________:  He judges based on 

knowledge received (vv.20-22)   
 These verses tap into the 2000 year old debate over eternal 

security.  The two positions are: (1) once saved, always saved; or 

(2) apostasy is possible. 

 See message from 9-11-2005 entitled “Once Saved, Always 

Saved? http://www.whatisgrace.org/sermons/once-saved-always-saved  

 I personally land on once saved, always saved because of these 

major Bible passages:  John 10:27-29; Romans 8:33-39; Jude 24-

25, 2 Timothy 2:13, Philippians 1:6. 

 My take on vv.20-22: These people never truly believed.  Dogs 

return to their vomit (v.22).  If they had been born again and 

become a new creature (2 Corinth 5:17), then they would not 

have returned to their vomit.   

 1 John 2:19 – They went out from us, but they did not really 

belong to us. For if they had belonged to us, they would have 

remained with us; but their going showed that none of them 

belonged to us.  

 Summary of vv.20-22: “It would have been better for these false 

teachers and their followers if they had never heard the Gospel 

in the first place because now, having heard, they are held to a 

higher accountability.” 

 John Piper: “The more you know of Christ and His way, the more 

severe will be your judgment for not trusting and obeying Christ.  

Better never to have known the way.” 

 Of course, it is infinitely better to hear and respond affirmatively 

to the Gospel and have eternal life in heaven (1 John 5:11-13).  

All who do not have Christ are eternally lost (John 14:6).  But 

evidently, there are different degrees of punishment in Hell (Matt. 

11:20-24; 23:14-15; 26:24; Mark 12:40; Luke 12:41-48; John 19:11). 

 Luke 12:47-48 – That servant who knows his master's will and does 

not get ready or does not do what his master wants will be 

beaten with many blows. But the one who does not know and 

does things deserving punishment will be beaten with few blows. 

From everyone who has been given much, much will be 

demanded; and from the one who has been entrusted with 

much, much more will be asked.  

 This is part of the answer to the question: “What about those who 

have never heard?” 

 But the greater answer is: “God has given the Gospel to us to 

take to them.  This is on us!” 

 Application #4 – Let’s get RADICAL about taking the Gospel to 

all peoples everywhere – especially the unreached portions of 

the world (10/40 Window). 

http://www.whatisgrace.org/sermons/once-saved-always-saved

