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COUNTER-CULTURAL 
Responding to a Culture That Rejects Truth – A Study of 2 Peter 

Date Message Title Bible Text 
Oct. 23 7 Qualities of Counter-Cultural People 2 Peter 1:1-11 

Oct. 30 The Bedrock of Being Counter-Cultural 2 Peter 1:12-21 

Nov.  6 Calling Sin “Sin” 2 Peter 2:1-22 

Nov. 13 The Destination of Truth–Twisters 2 Peter 2:1-22 

Nov. 20 Counter-Cultural People Don’t Listen to Scoffers 2 Peter 3:1-9 

Nov. 27 Counter-Cultural People Look Forward to 

Christ’s Return 

2 Peter 3:10-18 

 

Outline of 2 Peter 3:1-9  
 vv.1-2 – Remember the predictions of the prophets and the 

commandment of Jesus about His Second Coming. 

 vv.3-4 – Know that scoffers will come in the last days saying, “He’s 

not coming back!  Look how long it has been!” 

 vv.5-7 – These scoffers deliberately overlook the fact that God 

has judged before (by water in Noah’s flood) and that He will 

judge again (by fire in the future). 

 vv.8-9 – Don’t be like the scoffers.  Don’t overlook the reason for 

God’s seeming delay of Christ’s return:  God views time differently 

than we do, and He waits in order to give people an opportunity 

to repent and be saved. 

 

Three Things Counter-Cultural People Remember In Order 

to Overcome the Ridicule of Scoffers (2 Peter 3:1-9) 
 

1. Remember Christ’s command about His Second 

Coming (vv.1-2)   
 Peter exhorts us to remember two things 

(1) The predictions of the OT prophets about Christ’s Second 

Coming; 

(2) The commandment of Jesus about His Second Coming. 

 Study the OT prophets predictions about Christ’s Return 
 

Enoch (Jude 1:14-15) Samuel (2 Sam. 7:16) Job (Job 19:25) 

David (Psalm 2:8-9) Solomon (Psalm 72:11,17) Isaiah (2:4; 65:25; 66:15-16) 

Ezekiel (Ezekiel 48:35) Daniel (Daniel 7:13-14) Joel (Joel 3:16-21) 

Haggai (Hag. 2:7) Zechariah (14:1-9) Malachi (4:1) 

 

 The bulk of Jesus’ commands about His Second Coming are 

contained in the Olivet Discourse (Matthew 24-25). 

 See previous sermon series called “End Times” (Matt. 24-25) at 

http://www.whatisgrace.org/sermons/series/end-times  

 Matthew 24:42-44 – Therefore keep watch, because you do 

not know on what day your Lord will come.  But understand 

this:  If the owner of the house had known at what time of 

night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and 

would not have let his house be broken into.  So you also must 

be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when 

you do not expect Him.  

 Jesus command = Keep watch and be ready for His Return 

 Application #1 – I’m going to obey Jesus’ command to keep 

watch and be ready for His Return by… 

 Cultivating the “oil” of my fellowship with His Spirit as 

illustrated in the Parable of the Ten Virgins (Matt 25:1-13); 

 Investing my time, talents, and treasures strategically for 

His Kingdom purposes as illustrated in the Parable of the 

Talents (Matt. 25:14-30);  

 Ministering to the poor, the overlooked, and the forgotten 

as illustrated in the Parable of the Sheep and the Goats 

(Matt. 25:31-46). 
 

2. Remember God’s promises by remembering Noah’s 

flood (vv.3-7)   
 God’s promises are a repeated theme in 2 Peter: 

o 1:4 – His precious and very great promises 

o 3:4 – Scoffers throw doubts at those promises 

o 3:9 – God is not slow about His promises 

o 3:13 – According to His promise, we are waiting for a new 

heaven and new earth 

o 2:19 – The false teachers promise their followers freedom 

but actually enslave them to corruption 

 The scoffers are trying to throw doubt on God’s precious and 

very great promises by saying, “Christ is not coming back!  

Look how long it has been!” (vv.3-4) 

 Peter responds to the scoffers (and calls us to remember) by 

referencing God’s judgment by water during Noah’s day.  

God judged the first time by water.  God will judge the next 

time by fire (vv.5-7) 

 God spoke to create.  God spoke to judge by water.  God will 

speak again to judge by fire. 

http://www.whatisgrace.org/sermons/series/end-times


 Video: “How Will the World End?” [2:44] found at 

sermonspice.com 

 Matthew 24:37-39 – As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be 

at the coming of the Son of Man.  For in the days before the 

flood, people were eating and drinking, marrying and giving 

in marriage, up to the day Noah entered the ark; and they 

knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came 

and took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of 

the Son of Man. 

 Application #2 – What does it look like for me to help “build 

an ark” in preparation for Christ’s Second Coming? 

 I’m going to help build a relational ark with an 

unchurched friend, relative, or neighbor.  I’m going to be 

intentional about developing relationships with 

unchurched people, praying for them, and reaching out 

to them. 

 I’m going to help build a serving ark.  I’m going to be 

intentional about serving aboard this boat called Grace 

Fellowship whether in Kidz Ministry, Student Ministry, 

Worship Ministry, Missions Ministry, Connection Ministry, 

Care Ministry, Prayer Ministry, Adult Discipleship, or 

Administratively. 

 I’m going to help build a missions ark.  I’m going to serve 

with Church in Action or get my small group to do a 

Double Dog Dare or go on a mission trip this summer. 

 I’m going to help finance the ark.  I’m going to give 

proportionately from my income (tithe=10%) in order to 

finance God’s work of saving people through the “ark” 

called Grace Fellowship. 

 I’m going to get on the boat myself!  Right now, I repent of 

my sin and invite Jesus Christ into my life to forgive my sins 

and give me eternal life. 

 Charles Spurgeon: “By perseverance the snail reached the ark.” 

 Genesis 6:22 – Noah did everything just as God commanded him. 
 

3. Remember God’s patience (vv.8-9)   
 Warren Wiersbe: “God is eternal.  This means that He has 

neither beginning nor ending.  Humans are immortal: we have 

a beginning but not an ending.  We will live forever in either 

heaven or hell.  But God is eternal, without beginning or 

ending, and He dwells in eternity.  Eternity is not just extended 

time.  Rather it is existence above and apart from time.  Peter 

was certainly referring to Psalm 90:4 – ‘For a thousand years in 

Thy sight are but as yesterday when it is past, and as a watch 

in the night.’  Since a thousand years are as one day to the 

Lord, we cannot accuse Him of delayed fulfillment of His 

promises.  In God’s sight, the whole universe is only a few days 

old!  He is not limited by time the way we are, nor does He 

measure it according to our standards.  When you study the 

works of God, you can see that He is never in a hurry, but He is 

never late.  He could have created the entire universe in an 

instant, yet He preferred to do it over a period of six days.  He 

could have delivered Israel from Egypt in a moment, yet He 

preferred to invest eighty years in training Moses.  For that 

matter, He could have sent the Savior much sooner, but He 

waited until ‘the fullness of time was come’ (Gal. 4:4).  While 

God works in time, He is not limited by time.  To God, a 

thousand years is as one day, and one day as a thousand 

years.  God can accomplish in one day what it would take 

others a millennium to accomplish!  He waits to work, but 

once He begins to work, He gets things done!” 

 Peter makes it clear that the reason Jesus waits to return is so 

that unbelievers will have more time to repent and choose 

Christ. 

 Irony:  The scoffers are using God’s patience toward them 

(giving them more time to repent) as an argument against His 

existence and His return. 

 Every day that Jesus waits to return is a day of mercy.  It is one 

more day for my unbelieving friend, neighbor, or relative to 

come to Christ. 

 We have 5 purposes: discipleship, worship, serving, fellowship, 

and evangelism.  Of those 5 purposes, evangelism is the only 

one that we can only do in this life.  Of our 5 purposes, 

evangelism is the only one that has an expiration date. 

 Application #3 – With God’s help, I am going to dedicate my 

life to sharing my faith with as many people as possible: 
 

 

My Top Ten List 
 

1.    6. 

2.    7. 
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5.    10. Ban*jar, Bug*is, Makas*ar, Raj*put 
  

 


