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An Oft Overlooked Major Character in the Christmas Story 
 

1. The ______________________ spoke through the prophets 

to announce the Christ Child’s coming hundreds of 

years in advance. 
 All the OT prophets spoke by the Holy Spirit (Ezekiel 11:5; 

Micah 3:8; Zechariah 7:12; Acts 28:25) 

 Isaiah 7:14 – Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: The 

virgin will be with Child and will give birth to a son, and will call 

Him Immanuel. 

 Micah 5:2 – But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are 

small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for Me 

one who will be Ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, 

from ancient times. 

 Isaiah 9:6-7 – For to us a Child is born, to us a Son is given, and 

the government will be on His shoulders.  And He will be 

called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

Prince of Peace.  
 

2. The ______________________ provided the divine seed 

which combined with Mary’s egg to put the Christ 

Child into Mary’s womb. 
 Matthew 1:18-21 – This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came 

about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to 

Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be 

with child through the Holy Spirit. Because Joseph her 

husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose 

her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 

But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord 

appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph son of David, 

do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because 

what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  She will give 

birth to a son, and you are to give Him the name Jesus, 

because He will save His people from their sins."  

 Luke 1:34-35 – "How will this be," Mary asked the angel, "since I 

am a virgin?"  The angel answered, "The Holy Spirit will come 

upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow 

you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of 

God.” 

 John Piper: “Gabriel's answer to Mary's question, How? is very simply 

and delicately: the Holy Spirit. Beyond this, revelation does not go. 

How can a virgin have a child? How can the human child be the 

divine Son of God? Answer: ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon 

you… therefore the child to be born will be called the Son of God.’ 

The word ‘therefore’ in Luke 1:35 is tremendously important. It shows 

that the conception of Jesus in a virgin is owing to the mysterious 

work of the Holy Spirit. And it shows that the divine Sonship of Jesus 

depends on His virgin birth.  It is an unfathomable mystery that all the 

fullness of deity should dwell bodily in Jesus (Col. 2:9). It is fitting 

(indeed necessary, I think) that the entrance gate to this mystery of 

incarnation should be the virgin birth. And it should cause us to smile 

with pleasure that the shy member of the Trinity should be assigned 

the delicate and wonderful and mysterious work of causing the virgin 

to conceive—to conceive the One whose greatness He will magnify 

forever. It's all so beautifully appropriate.” 

 Charles Ryrie: “This concept of the hypostatic or one-person union 

of the divine and human natures in one Person (Jesus) is probably 

one of the most difficult concepts to comprehend in theology.  The 

Chalcedonian Creed stated that the two ‘natures’ were united 

without mixture, without change, without division, and without 

separation.  This means that the entire complex of the attributes of 

Deity and those of perfect humanity were maintained in Jesus Christ 

at all times since His Incarnation.” 
 

3. The ______________________ filled John the Baptist while 

still in the womb of Elizabeth so that John the Baptist 

might be a forerunner of the Christ. 
 Luke 1:15 – Gabriel to Zechariah: “For he will be great in the 

sight of the Lord. He is never to take wine or other fermented 

drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit even from birth.” 

 Luke 1:41-44 – When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the 

baby leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the 

Holy Spirit.  In a loud voice she exclaimed: "Blessed are you 

among women, and blessed is the child you will bear!  But 

why am I so favored, that the mother of my Lord should come 

to me?  As soon as the sound of your greeting reached my 

ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy.” 
 

4. The ______________________ filled Zechariah (JB’s dad) 

to prophesy about John the Baptist and Jesus Christ. 
 Luke 1:67,76-77 – His father Zechariah was filled with the Holy 

Spirit and prophesied:  “And you, my child, will be called a 

prophet of the Most High; for you will go on before the Lord to 

prepare the way for Him, to give His people the knowledge of 

salvation through the forgiveness of their sins.”  



 

5. The ______________________ led Simeon to see the Christ 

Child and to speak over Him before Simeon died. 
 Luke 2:25-32 – Now there was a man in Jerusalem called 

Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was waiting for 

the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him.  It 

had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not 

die before he had seen the Lord's Christ.  Moved by the Spirit, 

he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in 

the Child Jesus to do for Him what the custom of the Law 

required, Simeon took Him in his arms and praised God, 

saying:  "Sovereign Lord, as You have promised, You now 

dismiss Your servant in peace.  For my eyes have seen Your 

salvation, which You have prepared in the sight of all people, 

a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to Your 

people Israel." 

 

My Next Steps – My applications on Christmas Eve: 
 AWARENESS – How is the Holy Spirit active in my life and world in 

ways that I am overlooking (in the same way that I overlook His 

involvement in the Christmas story)? 

 Mark Johnston: “In the (Christmas) events themselves, the Holy Spirit 

had acted in a way that showed He was content to be in the 

background.  In every aspect of the words spoken at His instigation 

by Elizabeth, Zechariah and Simeon, their focus was on Jesus as the 

promised Christ.  So also, as Mary was becoming increasing 

conscious of the tiny bundle of mystery growing in her womb, the 

Holy Spirit was delighted for her to focus on the unborn Christ and not 

on Him as the One who had joined the eternal Son to an unfertilized 

egg in her body.  In all of this the Holy Spirit’s actions were consistent 

with His way of working.  Although He is co-eternal and co-equal with 

the Father and the Son and has always enjoyed the mutuality of the 

unique communion that exists within the Godhead, it is (the Holy 

Spirit’s) pleasure to draw the attention of all creation to the One who 

came to bring redemption. In that sense He has no desire to take 

center-stage in the Christmas narrative.  Nevertheless He should 

surely be acknowledged.  For without His involvement… there would 

be no Christmas.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 NEW BIRTH – Have I experienced the new birth allowing the Holy 

Spirit to plant His divine nature inside of me making me into a new 

person? 

 John 3:3 – Jesus declared, "I tell you the truth, no one can see 

the kingdom of God unless he is born again."  

 Paul Enns: “The work of the Holy Spirit in salvation involves the 

convicting ministry to the unbeliever, regenerating the person to give 

him spiritual life, indwelling the believer, baptizing the believer into 

union with Christ and other Christians, and sealing the believer.” 

 Romans 10:9 – If you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," 

and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, 

you will be saved. 

 Will you pray the prayer of Mary? “I am the Lord’s servant.  

May everything you have said about me come true.” (Luke 

1:38) 

 Prayer that leads to new birth: “Jesus, I believe that You are 

God become Man, born of a virgin birth, that You died for my 

sins on the cross, and that You rose from the dead.  You are 

Lord.  I ask You to be Lord and Savior of my life today.  Come 

into my life and make me into the person You want me to 

be.” 

 DAILY FILLING – Will I try “The 40 Day Holy Spirit Experiment” in 

2017? 

 The 40 Day Holy Spirit Experiment (Jan 1 thru Feb 9) 
 

 

Holy Spirit, fill me today.  Take control of the driver’s seat of my 

life today.  Direct, control, and empower my life today.  

Prompt me, and I will obey. 
 

 

 Church-wide Prayer Gathering on Sunday, January 1, 2017 at 

8:45 & 10:45 a.m. to begin our treasure hunt 

 “Treasure Hunt: A 6-Week Study of Acts 2” (starting Jan 8) 

 Testimony Sunday (Feb 12) 

 

 

 

 

 


