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Easter Weekend Schedule 

 Saturday, April 15, at 5:00pm – Identical to Sunday morning 

services but with no children’s or student ministry.  Families 

worship together. 

 Sunday, April 16, at 8:45am and 10:45am – Identical services 

with (yes) children and no junior high student ministries. 

 Sunday, April 16, at 7:00am – Unique sunrise service on the 

grounds under a tent in front of EpiCentre building.  Traditional 

Easter music with unique and shorter message and Communion.  

Hosted by A Simple Grace. 
 

Jim and Lisa’s Trip to the Holy Land 
 12 Day Biblical Tour of Israel and Jordan (March 13-25, 2017) 

 Hosted by Dr. John DeLancey of Biblical Israel Tours 

 Israeli guide: Shlomo Ben-Asher 

 Given as a gift from Grace Fellowship.  Thank you!!!!! 
 

Biblical Aha’s From the Holy Land 
 

1. The Bible is _______________! 
 The Bible is NOT a compilation of children’s fairy tales.  Rather, 

the Bible is the account of real people in real places in real 

history!  I’m here to testify that… 

 Hezekiah’s tunnel (2 Chronicles 32:30) 

 John 20:29 – Then Jesus told him, "Because you have seen Me, 

you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and 

yet have believed.” 

 Application #1 – Will I believe even if I never get to go to the 

Holy Land?  Or see Jesus?  Or see an instantaneous miracle? 
 

2. Knowing the “__________________________” really helps. 
 Monopoly playing board analogy 

 It is helpful to know that the Sea of Galilee is actually a fresh 

water lake that is only 7 miles wide and that you can see the 

other side. 

 It is helpful to know that there is an Old Jericho and a New 

Jericho that are just a mile apart.  Thus Mark and Luke are not 

contradicting one another on the Blind Bartimaeus story when 

Mark 10:46 says they were leaving Jericho and Luke 18:35 says 

they were entering Jericho. (Think “old Katy” and “new Katy.”) 

 It is helpful to know that Cana (John 2) is just 4 miles north of 

Jesus’ hometown of Nazareth.  Going to the wedding in Cana 

(John 2) was like a Cinco Ranch High School graduate going 

to his Seven Lakes High School buddy’s wedding. 

 It is helpful to know that the whole nation of Israel is roughly 

the distance between Houston and Dallas tall and the 

distance between Katy and Baytown wide.  Traveling from 

Jerusalem to the Sea of Galilee was like traveling from Katy to 

College Station.  Israel is small.  Everything is close together! 

 I used to think that the maps in the back of my Bible were 

boring, but they are actually AMAZING interpretive keys to 

understand the dynamics going on in a Bible passage. 

 Application #2 – I’m going to start reading my Bible with the 

text in one hand and a Bible map in the other. 

 Excellent topographical (3D) map is available for $20 at 

http://biblicalisraeltours.com/resources/  
 

3. Joppa:  Am I _______________________________? 
 I wouldn’t have compared and contrasted Jonah and Peter 

in a million years!!!!  Until I realized that they both had major 

encounters with God in the same town of Joppa.  There’s a 

message for us here. 

 Jonah in Joppa (Jonah 1:1-3) 

 Peter in Joppa (Acts 10:1-23) 

 Jonah and Peter received the same calling from God in the 

same city 800 years apart:  “I want you to take the Gospel to 

the nations – Gentiles.” 

 Application #3 – Am I Jonah or Peter?  What is God calling 

me to do?  Am I saying “yes” like Peter or “no” like Jonah? 
 

4. Bethsaida:  What _________________________ with what I 

have experienced? 
 In the past, I have ignored the location of 3 separate New 

Testament events.  But when I realized that all 3 happened in 

the same spot, the light bulb lit up in my mind and heart. 

 The Feeding of the 5000 (Luke 9:10-17) 

 Jesus asks Philip, “Where shall we buy bread for these people 

to eat?” (John 6:5).  Philip was from Bethsaida (John 1:44). 

 Healing the Blind Man in Bethsaida (Mark 8:22-26) 

 Bethsaida was the witness to at least 2 major miracles, and 

yet… Bethsaida does not believe or embrace Jesus as 

Messiah (Luke 10:13-15). 

 Jesus compares Bethsaida to the Gentile/pagan cities of Tyre 

and Sidon.  Jezebel was from Tyre/Sidon (1 Kings 16:31). 

http://biblicalisraeltours.com/resources/


 Application #4 – What miracles have I been privileged to see 

or experience?  (salvation, sanctification, God’s Word, 

spiritual gifts, provision, family, answered prayer)  In what ways 

am I like Bethsaida harboring unbelief despite all that I have 

been gifted to see and experience?  Is there any repenting I 

need to do?  How can I pause and express my gratefulness 

for those things that I have experienced and seen? 
 

5. Caesarea Philippi:  Which God will I _________________? 
 Why did Jesus chose THIS location to ask His disciples who they 

think He is? 

 Three things to know about Caesarea Philippi: 

(1) It is the headwaters source of the Jordan River. 

(2) It is a pagan city where there are multiple shrines to false 

gods – Caesar, Pan, Zeus. 

(3) It contains a cave known as “the gates of Hell” where Pan 

was worshipped with goat sacrifices. 

 Matthew 16:13-19 

 Three things to know about Katy, Texas: 

(1) It is the headwaters source of the oil industry corridor. 

(2) It is a city where success and achievement and keeping 

up with the Joneses is worshipped. 

(3) It contains a cave known as… 

 Application #5 – How will I answer Jesus’ question?  Who do I 

say that Jesus is?  Which god will I pledge my allegiance to? 
 

6. Dome of the Rock:  Why does God __________________? 
 The importance of the Jewish Temple cannot be 

underestimated.  The glory of God came in a thick cloud and 

resided above the Ark of the Covenant in the Holy of Holies in 

Solomon’s Temple (2 Chronicles 7:1-3).  “First Temple” 

 After the Babylonian exile, God used Zerubbabel, Ezra, 

Haggai, and Zechariah to lead in building the temple 

(“Second Temple”) where God’s Presence dwelled (Ezra 5-6).  

Herod renovated this temple.  This is where Jesus’ came to 

worship.  He called it “My Father’s House” (Luke 2:49; Matthew 

21:12-16). 

 This temple area is THE most important place in the world for a 

Jew.  And yet Muslims have claimed this area and put a 

Muslim shrine and mosque on top of it and forbidden Jews 

access to it. 

 Practicing Jews want to get as close to the Presence of God 

as they can, so they stand along the Western Wall (“Wailing 

Wall”) and pray. 

 All of this left me with a pit in my stomach:  “All is not right 

here.  Why, Lord?  Why would You allow the desecration of 

the place of Your Presence – the Holy of Holies?” 

 Some answers I’ve been hearing: 

(1) The destruction of Jerusalem and My Temple was the 

consequence of unbelief, disobedience, and the 

rejection of My Son – the Messiah (Luke 21:5-24; Matthew 

23:37-39). 

(2) You are living right now in the “times of the Gentiles” (Luke 

21:24) and the Temple Mount will remain under the control 

of Gentiles until My end times agenda comes. 

(3) I no longer reside in buildings.  I have made people My 

temple (1 Corinthians 3:16; 6:19-20). 

 Application #6 – By God’s grace and power, I will… 

 Trust God with my “Dome of the Rock” situation (thorn in 

my flesh – 2 Corinthians 12:7-10); 

 Invite Jesus to live inside of me and make me His temple; 

 Practice the Presence of God in my life daily enjoying Him 

living in me as His temple; 

 Share my faith with Jewish friends that they may embrace 

the Messiah and enjoy God’s Presence indwelling them; 

 Share my faith with Muslim friends and neighbors. 
 

7. To be continued next Sunday…. 
 

Suggestions for Touring the Holy Land 

 The Bible Seminary – The Bible Seminary offers study tours to 

Israel. For more information, visit "Academics - Study Tours" at 

www.TheBibleSeminary.org  Upcoming trips include:  

o Archaeological Dig and Israel Study Tour, June 11-24, 2017, 

including one-week of excavations at Shiloh and a post dig 

tour led by Dr. Scott Stripling. 

o Israel Study Tour, Spring 2018 

o Archaeological Dig and Israel Study Tour, June 2018 

 Biblical Israel Tours – Led by pastor and Israel scholar Dr. John 

DeLancey.  For more information visit http://biblicalisraeltours.com/  

Upcoming trips include: 

o Israel Tour (June 2017) 

o Israel Tour (September 2017) 

o Greece and Turkey Tour (October 2017) 

o Egypt-Jordan-Israel Tour (Oct-Nov 2017) 

o Israel Tour (November 2017) 

o Israel Tour (January 2017) 

o Israel-Jordan Tour (March 2018) 

http://www.thebibleseminary.org/
http://biblicalisraeltours.com/

