
Following God Away from Dysfunction 
“Gideon: See Yourself As God Sees You” 

Judges 6 – May 7, 2017 
 

Overview of Our Study 
 

FOLLOWING GOD AWAY FROM DYSFUNCTION 
An 11-Week Sermon Series on the Book of Judges 

Date Message Title Bible Text 
Apr 15/16 On the Third Day (Jesus) Intro to Judges 

Apr 23 Learn From the Mistakes of Others (Ehud) Judges 1-3 

Apr 30 Take a Hammer to Your Oppression (Deborah) Judges 4-5 

May  7 See Yourself as God Sees You (Gideon) Judges 6 

May 14 Trust God to Do the Impossible (Gideon) Judges 7-8 

May 21 Deal with Your Anger (Abimelech) Judges 9 

May 28 Avoid Rash Decisions (Jephthah) Judges 10-12 

June  4 Surrender All to the Lord (Samson’s Parents) Judges 13 

June 11 Choose Your Spouse Wisely (Samson’s Marriage) Judges 14-15 

June 18 Flee Sexual Immorality (Samson & Delilah) Judges 16 

June 25 Keep Yourself from Idols (Micah) Judges 17-21 

 

The Repeated Cycle in the Book of Judges 
 

 
 

Overview of Judges 6 

 Israel does evil and the Lord allows Midian to enslave them for 

seven years (6:1-6) 

 Israel cries out to the Lord (6:6-7) 

 God sends a prophet to convict of sin (6:8-10) 

 God calls Gideon to deliver the Israelites (6:11-40) 

 God calls Gideon (6:11-18) 

 Gideon tears down altar to Baal (6:19-32) 

 Gideon calls for warriors to join him (6:33-35) 

 Gideon asks God for fleece signs (6:36-40) 

 

Five Things That Gideon Would Say to the Manasseh High 

School Graduating Class of 2017 (Judges 6) 
 

1. Live your life by ___________, not by __________ (v.23)   
 Gideon: I was afraid of the Midianites (v.11) 

 Gideon: I was afraid of my home community (v.27) 

 Gideon: I was so afraid that I asked God for 3 separate 

confirmations (vv.17,36-37,39) 

 Application #1 – The first step to overcoming your fears is 

recognizing what they are.  What are your fears? 

 I am afraid of an unknown future 

 I am afraid of being vulnerable and found out 

 I am afraid of failure 

 I am afraid of letting other people down 

 I am afraid of being hurt again 

 I am afraid of not having enough 

 I am afraid of… 

 Courage is not the absence of fear, but the willingness to act 

in spite of my fear.   

 Faith is not the absence of fear, but the decision to trust God 

and act in spite of my fear. 

 1 John 4:18 – Perfect love casts out fear. 
 

2. See yourself as __________________________, not as the 

world sees you (vv.12,15)   
 How Gideon viewed himself (v.15) 

 How God viewed Gideon (v.12) 

 Today’s big takeaway: 
 

 

The Lord is with you, O mighty man of valor! 
 

 

 Application #2a – What false messages have I believed about 

myself leading to a Gideon-sized view of myself? 

 You are weak and unable to do anything significant 

 You are ugly and undesirable by others 

 You are invisible and unnoticed by others 

 You are damaged beyond repair 

 You are so dysfunctional that you will never be able to live 

a fulfilling life 

 You are so sinful that you are too far gone for God to be 

willing to help you 

 You are worthless 

 You are a failure and a disappointment 

 Other 



 Application #2b – In Jesus’ name, I reject these lies and false 

statements about me.  Instead, I believe and declare to be 

true what the Bible says is true about me in Christ: 

 In Christ, I am God’s child (John 1:12). 

 In Christ, I am God’s friend (John 15:15). 

 In Christ, I have been declared righteous (Romans 5:1). 

 In Christ, I am united with the Lord and one with Him in 

spirit (1 Corinth 6:17). 

 In Christ, I am a saint (Ephesians 1:1). 

 In Christ, I have direct access to God through the Holy 

Spirit (Ephesians 2:18). 

 In Christ, I have been forgiven all my sins (Colossians 2:13). 

 In Christ, I am complete (Colossians 2:10). 

 In Christ, I am free forever of condemnation (Rom. 8:1-2). 

 In Christ, I cannot be separated from the love of God 

(Romans 8:35). 

 In Christ, I am a citizen of heaven (Philippians 3:20). 

 In Christ, I have not been given a spirit of fear, but rather a 

Spirit of power, love, and a sound mind (2 Timothy 1:7). 

 In Christ, I am born of God and the evil one cannot touch 

me (1 John 5:18). 

 In Christ, I am the salt and light of the earth (Matt. 5:13-14). 

 In Christ, I am God’s temple (1 Corinthians 3:16). 

 In Christ, I am seated with Jesus in the heavenly realm 

(Ephesians 2:6). 

 In Christ, I am God’s masterpiece (Ephesians 2:10). 

 In Christ, I am God’s coworker (2 Corinthians 6:1). 

 In Christ, I am a personal witness of Jesus Christ (Acts 1:8). 

 I can do all things through Christ who gives me strength 

(Philippians 4:13). 
 

3. Live your life by faith, not by _______________ (vv.36-40)   
 Many Christians have used these verses as a formula or 

method for discerning God’s will for their lives. 

 Warren Wiersbe: “Putting out the fleece is not a biblical 

method for determining the will of God.  Rather, it’s an 

approach used by people like Gideon who lack the faith to 

trust God to do what He said He would do.  Putting out the 

fleece is not only evidence of our unbelief, but it’s also an 

evidence of pride.  God has to do what I tell Him to do before 

I’ll do what He tells me to do!” 

 

 

 

 Video: “Made for Something Great” [1:51] from sermonspice.com 

 Application #3 – Biblical principles for knowing and living in 

God’s will: 

(1) Walk with God, and He will guide you (Proverbs 3:5-6) 

(2) Seek God’s will in His Word (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 

(3) Surrender your life completely to God (Romans 12:1-2) 

(4) Obey what you already know to be God’s will in His Word 

(1 Thessalonians 4:3) 

(5) Seek godly counsel (Proverbs 11:14) 

(6) Look for God’s will through the spiritual gifts, abilities, and 

passions that He gives you as you are walking in 

obedience to Him (1 Peter 4:10; Psalm 37:4-5) 

(7) Listen to the promptings of Christ’s Spirit (John 10:27) 

(8) Ask how God is speaking to you through your 

circumstances (Acts 16:6-10). 
 

4. Many times God is going to give you an assignment at 

_________________ before He gives you a “bigger” 

assignment to change the world (vv.19-32)   
 God’s first assignment for Gideon was to deal with the idols in 

his own home and community before he dealt with the 

massive Midianite army. 

 David fought the bear and the lion in the sheep fields before 

fighting Goliath on the battlefield (1 Samuel 17:32-37). 

 Matthew 25:21 – You have been faithful over a little; I will set 

you over much. 

 Application #4 – What “little” assignment do I need to be 

faithful to before God gives me a “bigger” assignment?  What 

does God want me to do at home before I “change the 

world”? 

 Mother Theresa:  “If you want to change the world, go home 

and love your family.” 
 

5. If God can use me, then He can _____________________ 

use you! 
 As flawed and feeble as Gideon was, God used him in great 

ways, and Gideon’s name makes it into the Bible’s Hall of 

Faith! (Hebrews 11:32-33). 

 Application #5 – Receive this word from God: 
 

 

The Lord is with you, O mighty man of valor! 
 

 


