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Overview of Our Study 
 

FOLLOWING GOD AWAY FROM DYSFUNCTION 
An 11-Week Sermon Series on the Book of Judges 

Date Message Title Bible Text 
Apr 15/16 On the Third Day (Jesus) Intro to Judges 

Apr 23 Learn From the Mistakes of Others (Ehud) Judges 1-3 

Apr 30 Take a Hammer to Your Oppression (Deborah) Judges 4-5 

May  7 See Yourself as God Sees You (Gideon) Judges 6 

May 14 Trust God to Do the Impossible (Gideon) Judges 7-8 

May 21 Deal with Your Anger (Abimelech) Judges 9 

May 28 Avoid Rash Decisions (Jephthah) Judges 10-12 

June  4 Surrender All to the Lord (Samson’s Parents) Judges 13 

June 11 Choose Your Spouse Wisely (Samson’s Marriage) Judges 14-15 

June 18 Flee Sexual Immorality (Samson & Delilah) Judges 16 

June 25 Keep Yourself from Idols (Micah) Judges 17-21 

 

The Repeated Cycle in the Book of Judges 
 

 
 

Overview of Judges 7-8 

 God calls Gideon to lead (6:1-40) 

 God winnows down Gideon’s army (7:1-8) 

 God builds Gideon’s courage (7:9-15) 

 Unique battle plan defeats Midianites-plus (7:15-25) 

 Gideon stills Ephraim’s temper tantrum (8:1-3) 

 Gideon’s victory and revenge (8:4-21) 

 Gideon’s highs and lows (8:22-28) 

 Life after Gideon (8:29-35) 

 

Five Things To Learn About God from Gideon (Judges 7-8) 

 

1. God is in the business of doing the _____________ (7:1-8) 
 God has Gideon reduce his army from 32,000 to 10,000 to 300 

so that when the Midianites are defeated, it will be clear to 

everyone who actually did this. 

 Matthew 19:26 – With man this is impossible, but with God all 

things are possible. 

 Application #1a – What is your impossible situation right now?  

Pray a Gideon prayer over your impossible situation: 
 

Lord, my situation seems impossible to me.  This is going to 

take a miracle.  Please give me a miracle!  What is impossible 

with man is possible for You.  Please do the impossible. 
 

 Bob Cook: “If you can explain what’s going on in your ministry, 

then God didn’t do it.” 

 Charles Spurgeon: “One person says, ‘I will do as much as I 

can.’  Any fool can do that.  He that believes in Christ does 

what he cannot do, attempts the impossible, and performs it.” 

 Phillips Brooks: “Do not pray for easy lives; pray to be stronger.  

Do not pray for tasks equal to your powers.  Pray for powers 

equal to your tasks.  Then the doing of your work shall be no 

miracle, but you shall be the miracle.” 

 Application #1b – What are you trusting God for that only 

God can do? 
 

2. God is in the business of _____________________ (7:9-15)   
 Despite having already given Gideon 3 miraculous signs 

(Judges 6), God knew that Gideon needed even more 

encouragement so He orchestrated a dream. 

 To encourage someone is to give them courage. 

 Warren Wiersbe: “The man who interpreted the dream had no 

idea that he was speaking God’s truth and encouraging 

God’s servant.” 

 Application #2 – How does God want to use me to 

encourage someone else this week? 

 Compliment someone on something they are good at 

 Share with someone a Scripture to encourage them 

 Share with someone a story of you being discouraged 

and how God encouraged you 

 Share with someone a story of you feeling like you could 

not make it over a mountain and how God helped you 

 Just be with someone and listen and pray with them 

 Moms are the best encouragers on the planet! 
 



3. God is ____________________ (7:15-25)   
 God never uses the same battle plan twice.  He is infinitely 

creative! 

 What a creative battle plan!  Jars crashing.  Torches revealed 

in panorama all at once.  Trumpets blaring in panorama. 

 Application #3 – A shout out to all our creative types:  You 

reflect a unique part of the image of God to the rest of us.  

Use your creative gift!  Bring your torch out of hiding under the 

jar!  We want to see God through your creativity!  Awake, 

creative one!  Come forth! 

 Sidebar: “A sword for the Lord!” (7:20)  Let’s be mighty men 

and women of valor using God’s Word in spiritual battle 

(Ephesians 6:10-20). 
 

4. God’s Word is the best _______________________________ 

___________________ in the universe (8:1-3)   
 When the Ephraimites have a temper tantrum, Gideon 

models using Proverbs 15:1 relationally. 

 Proverbs 15:1 – A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh 

word stirs up anger. 

 Application #4a – What relational situations in my life are 

calling for a “soft answer” right now? 

 When the Ephraimites have the exact same temper tantrum 

again, Jephthah models using the Proverbs about fools 

(Judges 12:1-7) 

 Proverbs 26:4 (NLT) – Don’t answer the foolish arguments of 

fools, or you will become as foolish as they are. 

 Proverbs 26:7 (NLT) – A proverb in the mouth of a fool is as 

useless as a paralyzed leg. 

 Proverbs 17:16 (NLT) – It is senseless to pay to educate a fool, 

since he has no heart for learning. 

 Proverbs 26:3 (NLT) – Guide a horse with a whip, a donkey 

with a bridle, and a fool with a rod to his back! 

 Henry Cloud: “Whereas talking about a problem to a 

responsible, wise person helps, talking about a problem with a 

fool does not help at all.  Therefore, further talking about 

problems is not the answer.  The answer is to set limits and 

consequences.  Limit the effects of their behavior on you and 

others.  Quarantine their lack-of-ownership disease from further 

infecting your life or team.  And, if necessary, do something that 

causes them to feel the consequences of their behavior.  When 

appropriate, give consequences that will cause them to feel the 

pain of their choice not to listen to feedback.” 

 Application #4b – What boundaries do I need to create with 

foolish people in my life?  What consequences do I need to 

communicate and execute? 

 For more on the proverbs on the wise, the foolish, and the evil, 

see message from 12-7-2014 entitled “Home By Another Way.” 
 

5. Let God – not ________________ – rule your life (8:22-27)   
 Judges 8:23 could be the most important verse in the whole 

book of Judges. 

 Judges 21:25 – In those days there was no king in Israel.  

Everyone did what was right in his own eyes.  (also 17:6) 

 For a moment, Gideon got it:  He understood and preached 

that God must be His King and everyone’s King, but then… 

 He got rich:  $827,232 worth of gold.  And his heart turned to 

idolatry (8:27). 

 1 Timothy 6:6-12 – Now there is great gain in godliness with 

contentment, for we brought nothing into the world, and we 

cannot take anything out of the world.  But if we have food 

and clothing, with these we will be content.  But those who 

desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many 

senseless and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and 

destruction.  For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evils.  

It is through this craving that some have wandered away from 

the faith and pierced themselves with many pangs.  But as for 

you, O man of God, flee these things.  Pursue righteousness, 

godliness, faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness.  Fight the 

good fight of faith. 

 Application #5 – What is my relationship with money? 

 Servant – I serve money seeking to earn it so that I can be 

secure and buy stuff. 

 Steward – God owns it all, and I am merely stewarding His 

money for Him.  I earn money for His glory.  I give the first 

portion back to Him to acknowledge His ownership.  I 

spend for His glory and invest in His Kingdom.  I trust God 

to take care of my needs. 

 Andrew Bonar: “Let us be as watchful after the victory as 

before the battle.” 

 Warren Wiersbe: “Gideon missed a great opportunity to bring 

reformation and perhaps revival to the land.  The great victory 

over Midian gave Gideon good reason to call the nation 

back to the Lord and obedience to His law.  But instead of 

using the occasion for God’s glory, he used it for his own 

profit, and the nation eventually lapsed into sin once again.” 


