
Big idea: Because Christ has secured our place in God's fami-
ly, marriage is good but not ultimate, singleness need not be 
hopeless, and the church must be a family for all believers.

I. 	 Introduction
A.	 Read Passage, pray
B.	 Marriage series
			 
II. 	 God's Promise: A Family Greater Than Marriage
A.	 Marriage and offspring in God's unfolding promises — 		
	 Genesis 1–2; Genesis 12:1–3
B.	 The Servant's offspring, restored Zion, and the eunuch's
	 everlasting name — Isaiah 53:8–10; Isaiah 54:1; Isaiah 		
	 56:3–5
C.	 Marriage and singleness in the coming kingdom 
	 — Matthew 19:10–12; 1 Corinthians 7:7, 32–35; Mark 		
	 12:25; Ephesians 5:31–32
Our place in God's family does not depend on marriage or bio-
logical descendants.

III. 	God's Grace: Hope When a Good Desire Remains Un	
	 fulfilled
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A.	 It is possible to desire marriage deeply and still trust God; 	
	 Scripture gives words for lament — Genesis 2:18; Psalm 13
B.	 God does not promise each believer a spouse; he does 	
	 secure our future in Christ — Romans 8:23–25, 31–39
C.	 Contentment is learned through Christ's sustaining grace 	
	 — 2 Corinthians 12:7–10; Philippians 4:11–14
D.	 We may come to our sympathetic High Priest with our 	
	 weakness — Hebrews 4:14–16
Our grief is real, but it will not have the final word.

IV. God's People: A Family for Every Season of Life
A.	 Jesus creates a new family for those who follow him — 		
	 Mark 3:31–35; Mark 10:29–30
B.	 Youth and young adults: Live faithfully now; neither idolize 	
	 marriage nor avoid responsibility.
C.	 Those longing to marry: Pursue marriage wisely, and seek 	
	 Christ's grace and the church's support.
D.	 Divorced believers: Receive faithful counsel, compassion, 	
	 and care within Christ's body.
E.	 Widows and widowers: Grieve honestly and receive the 	
	 care of God's people — 1 Corinthians 7:39; 1 Timothy 5:3–4
The church must embody the family Jesus promises and help 
bear one another's burdens.

V. Conclusion — Isaiah 56:3–5
In Christ, God gives his people a place in his house and a name 
that will never be cut off.	


