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00:00:02 Kim Riddlebarger: “Gospel” means the declaration of good news.  And think of how 
good news impact should -- a mysterious rider appears, telling you that the great evil empire is 
just over the horizon marching on your village and immediately just hearing that demands a re-
sponse.  We won creates a reality of wellbeing and victory and -- 
 
00:00:22 Justin Holcomb: It doesn’t even make sense.  No one would ever say in that situation 
if they have bad news is, "Well, that really doesn’t work for me right now." It's life or death and 
you're going to have to respond in some way. By being indifferent to it you're in a sense saying, 
"I don’t believe it." 
 
00:00:38 Narrator: Five centuries ago in taverns and public houses across Europe, the masses 
would gather for discussion and debate over the latest ideas sweeping the land.   From one such 
meeting place, a small Cambridge inn called the White Horse, the Reformation came to the Eng-
lish-speaking world.   Carrying on the tradition, welcome to the White Horse Inn. 
 
00:01:04 Michael Horton: Hello and welcome to another edition of the White Horse Inn.  As we 
are working our way through a discussion of what it means to find ourselves in God's story.  And 
in the past couple of programs, we've been introducing this by way of four Ds: drama, doctrine, 
doxology and discipleship.  Look at any worldview, philosophy or religion and you see these 
four coordinates.  Even an atheist lives out his or her life as a character in an unfolding drama.  
Now, it may be the show about nothing, where we came from nowhere special and our going to 
know we're special, but in the middle, we can make something special of ourselves.  But it's a 
story and it's a story that shapes their whole outlook, assumptions, experience and actions.  In 
this program, we want to focus on how the biblical drama, the basic plotline from Genesis to 
Revelation gives rise to certain doctrines.  How does this happen?  Everybody has a doctrine.  
Even the doctrine, that doctrine is irrelevant as a doctrine.  So, the question is whether the doc-
trines we believe or at least assume are faithful to reality or false, whether they're clear or confus-
ing, biblical or unbiblical.   
 
And to unpack this, I don’t know of a better panel than the one we have before us.  Your familiar 
hosts, Rod Rosenbladt, who is Professor Emeritus at Concordia University in Irvine and a Lu-
theran minister.  Justin Holcomb is the Canon for Vocations for the Episcopal Diocese of Or-
lando and teaches at Reformed Seminary in Orlando.  Kim Riddlebarger is Pastor of Christ Re-
formed Church in Anaheim, California and I'm Mike Horton, I teach at Westminster Seminary, 
California.  First of all, let's go through these four Ds again, just to get everybody on the same 
page.  What do we mean by, everything in our Christian faith and practice flowing out of an un-
folding drama? 
 
00:03:04 Kim Riddlebarger: Well, the unique thing about Christianity is God acts in history, so 
that things happen and if they didn’t happen then Christianity is not true.  It reduces to that sim-
ple issue that God acts and not only does he act, but he speaks to tell us what the acts mean.  So, 
scripture has interesting combination of the record of God doing, but also the record of God ex-



 

 

plaining what he just did.  And because it's historical, we're not focusing so much on our experi-
ence.  It doesn’t circle around us, it circles around what God did in Christ.  So, we have to look 
outside of ourselves to that story and by doing that, we're kind of in an odd way brought into this 
story of God's people because we are part of God's people and we believe it. 
 
00:03:52 Michael Horton: Now, we're all familiar with -- and especially in Christian circles, 
people saying, "I love to tell the story," and then the story ends up, as they're telling it, to be 
about me. 
 
00:04:02 Rod Rosenbladt: Yeah, I think that it's going to be one of the major problems for the 
coming generation because of the incurvitas, the being turned in on self in every way possible so 
that it's almost impossible to imagine what it would be like to look at the world if it weren’t just 
through the lens of my story this week. 
 
00:04:23 Michael Horton: That’s why love the line in the Westminster larger catechism.  It says 
that God blesses the reading, but especially the preaching of the word of God as a means of 
grace.  For by it, he drives sinners outside of themselves to cling to Christ.  That’s such an im-
portant point, isn’t it, that especially in preaching -- in reading, it's a kind of introspective inner 
thing, especially when I'm reading silently.  But when I'm a part of a public event where some-
one is getting up in Christ's name, authorized to do this and announcing as an ambassador on be-
half of the king his policy toward me.  I have come in peace, even while you were enemies.  I 
made peace with you through the blood of my Son.  As he's doing that, God himself is writing 
me into his story and that's different from coming to church, asking the question, "How can I fit 
God into my story?" 
 
00:05:26 Justin Holcomb: If you have a story, my children have been asking about history of 
the family.  They love hearing their story about when they were born, what they were like as kids 
but they want to hear their smaller story in the larger story of the history of the family because it 
adds even more texture to their story and that’s a little bit of what we're talking about, is it's not 
God's story or ours, it's how does ours relate as we get drawn into this enormous, large thing that 
God has been doing since the history of the world.  God was acting throughout history and the 
Bible is the divinely inspired interpretation of its acts of history.  That helps us come to the Bible 
and not look for chunks of wisdom for me to apply to my individual life so I'm the better person, 
but to actually see what has God been doing, planning on doing and where is it going.  It pro-
vides the place for our stories to be incorporated, but also not be primary. 
 
00:06:26 Kim Riddlebarger: One of the New Testament words, it's very critical, is of course, 
“Gospel” and it means the declaration of good news.  Think of how good news impacts you.  
You're living in the first century world and you have no mass communication so you depend 
upon either village gossip or traders or caravans, whatever, to update you with the latest comings 
and goings, until a mysterious writer appears and comes into your village out of breath, telling 
you that the great evil empire is just over the horizon marching on your village.  And so, that’s a 
declaration of news.  It's something that happens and immediately just hearing that demands a 
response.  You can't just stand there and go, "That’s interesting." You have to take action one 
way or the other and think of the way that news can be changed just by the outcome far away in 
a battle.  We won creates a reality of wellbeing and victory and the news that we got defeated, 



 

 

we lost badly and by the way, you got 20 minutes before they get here.  The declaration of the 
Gospel that God was in Christ, recognizing sinners as themselves, you hear that message.  You 
cannot be indifferent to it by being indifferent.  You're in a sense saying, "I don’t believe it." And 
just hearing that creates a new reality.  I think that’s the point that we're trying to get at.  That 
very word that God speaks just changes the nature of things as they are and it demands a re-
sponse from us.  So, it's God's story.  He includes us in it.  But the story carries with it a neces-
sity in our part of responding personally. 
 
00:08:02 Justin Holcomb: He was not up for -- in that good news announcement of a war.  It 
doesn’t even make sense.  No one would ever say in that situation if they had bad news is, well, 
that really doesn’t work for me right now.  No, it's life or death and you're going to have to re-
spond in some way. 
 
00:08:19 Michael Horton: Yeah.  When I come to church, basically the way I come to my lap-
top to get information for my day's empowerment.  Then, the only thing you get out of that is, 
first of all, empowerment for an essentially dying person.  So, a little bit more power for dead 
men walking and furthermore, all you get are individuals.  Here, with that we're talking about, 
you have God's great story being proclaimed to you and to those other sinners you're sitting with 
in church and you're being formed into a communion of saints.  Together, a body of Christ being 
delivered.  And I think of what -- the apostles speak to gentiles, to us, most of us at least, you 
were captive to the vanity of the traditions of your fathers.  In other words, the stories, this shows 
about nothing that you are addicted to, that you are born into.  You’ve been delivered from those 
stories and have been transferred into this marvelous story starring Jesus and not starring you.  
It's good news that you're not the star of the show because if you are, the star of the show is 
someone dead in trespasses and sins.  Here, the story is Jesus, the one who is crucified for our 
sins, raised for our justification and you are live in him.  Better to be a part of his story than to be 
the star of our story of the nowhere man making his nowhere plans for nobody. 
 
00:09:56 Justin Holcomb: The series title is 'Find Yourself in God's Story' and along with that 
being the goal of our discussion, God is actually providential and his disposition to his children 
is gracious and extravagant.  So, part of this people wanting to either be in control or because of 
all the other reasons that we kind of start with our story and God is a minor character at best most 
of the time.  When you flip that, it's not oppressive.  It's not like we're bringing in a tyrant who's 
an ogre, who's just looking to crush you.  I mean, the invitation of finding yourself in God's story 
is freedom, it's life, the language with Gospel is also love. “Cast all your cares on him because he 
cares for you.” If you're his child, you're no longer slave but you're an adopted, you belong in 
front of the throne of the king like the story we're offering.  It's not going to minimize you or 
your life.  It's the best news possible.  So, I think some people are afraid of this larger story and 
they lose their individuality, they lose their -- there's a lot of things that get lost from our culture 
that have been celebrated.  And we can talk about stuff later but as long as people know what the 
invitation is to -- 
 
00:11:11 Rod Rosenbladt: Another thing I think is worth mentioning, our culture in the West 
today, it will be uncommon to have somebody look at us and say, "But why this story?" In other 
words, sooner or later, there's going to have to be some apologetic, that this story counts in a way 
that no other story does and they have every right to ask that. 



 

 

 
00:11:34 Michael Horton: It's not just ripping good yarn.  It's not just good and beautiful, but 
it's true. 
 
00:11:39 Kim Riddlebarger: This story will withstand not only the best of times, it will with-
stand the worst of times and a narcissistic self-perpetuated story will collapse under any kind of 
trial when people realize they're not going to get what they want all the time.  They're either go-
ing to become bitter or check out and that’s the only option you got. 
 
00:11:58 Michael Horton: What if basically the drama is what drives everything, all of our faith 
and practice comes out of a true unfolding story that God is telling because God is doing, God is 
actually accomplishing what the story indicates.  If that is the center of our faith, how important 
is it for us to really wrestle with and come to grips with the basic plotline of the Bible from 
Genesis to Revelation? 
 
00:12:30 Rod Rosenbladt: I know you guys do that better than we do and I'm glad.  I wish we 
did that better.  We don’t.  We are great at this particular little thing.  We can go down four miles 
on it but if the gallows were in front of our Sem. profs,  they could not do the sweep of it, the big 
picture. 
 
00:12:51 Michael Horton: You talk, Rod, a lot about -- we're talking about knowing the Bible.  
It's not just all the babies, birds and bees of the Bible.  Go into that little bit.  I grew up in 
churches where we memorized Bible verses.  I remember my mom for devotions.  She had a lit-
tle box.  You took it out of the box and there's a verse for the day.  This is, again, how can I use 
this verse out of context for my day today?  And then we go to church and Sunday school and 
God bless them.  At least we were memorizing Bible verses. 
 
00:13:24 Rod Rosenbladt: Yes. 
 
00:13:25 Michael Horton: But the one thing I never got was how the Bible unfolds from Gene-
sis to Revelation where all kinds of confusing genres though law, through prophecy, through po-
etry, through narrative, through didactic text, how it all fit together.  And is sounds like that’s 
what you're talking about here.  Today, it seems by the statistics at least, the surveys, a lot of 
people growing up, even in conservative evangelical churches today, don’t even know the birds, 
babies and bees of the Bible.  So, those little snippets of Bible verses aren’t there.  But how im-
portant is that A, we do memorize scripture but B, beyond that, get to Kim, what you call the box 
top.  It's like we got pieces of the puzzle but the box top that shows us what the puzzle amounts 
to, who's the central character. 
 
00:14:20 Rod Rosenbladt: This coming Sunday afternoon, I'll be preaching on an installation of 
a former student of mine and I'm going to do what is foreign to that congregation gathered.  I'm 
going to in eight and a half minutes try and go through Romans 1 through 8, the sweep of it, the 
logic of Romans.  Then I'll go to 4 verse 5.  But first of all, it's just straight literature.  First of all, 
let me give the sweep of the book, the sweep of Romans, then we'll talk about a verse. 
 



 

 

00:14:52 Michael Horton: Which after all, first of all, was a letter written to the churches to be 
read publicly in the service. 
 
00:15:02 Kim Riddlebarger: I know we have to have versification of the Bible so we know 
what we're talking about and where.  But I think it would really help people instead of concen-
trating on the particulars, the individual units of that in verse 1 of Romans chapter 2 to at times 
read, say -- and if you have a decent study Bible, they'll be an outline at the beginning of the 
book.  Read through the outline as many times as you read through the book so that you can at 
least understand that I may be reading this two-chapter section but the book really is unintelligi-
ble largely if you don’t understand the whole of it. 
 
00:15:38 Rod Rosenbladt: That’s right.  And if you guys do that regularly and well in a way 
that my church is not. 
 
00:15:43 Kim Riddlebarger: Yeah.  Think of it this way.  You get a news feed, a news article in 
your email.  You would never think to take that and print out a number every sentence and 
memorize lines 1, 4 and 7.  You would be asked what was this about, not what was line 3, line 7, 
line 10 and I'm afraid that’s how we read the Bible. 
 
00:16:03 Michael Horton: “And the stock market was like that today.” Well, the stock market 
was like that today.  You got to read the whole article to find out what that one sentence means.  
You can't just put that in a box of Bible verses that you can use each day or you can just use it 
basically as a talisman for whatever purpose you want. 
 
00:16:23 Justin Holcomb: I grew up with the other extreme than you did, Mike, where you had 
to memorize the Bible verse.  I grew up with a cartoon show called Super Book and it was car-
toons of these three children who went back in time and it was just the Bible stories.  But it actu-
ally went through just the basic flow of scripture.  So when I went to seminary, I knew the flow 
and story of scripture.  So, my friends were joking, going, "How do you know this?  How do you 
know the characters?" I said, "Super Book!" It gave me the big picture.  And when you get the 
big picture -- think of a movie.  Movies usually have -- or any good literature have numerous 
lines that kind of converge.  There's a main thread.  Now, if people were to read themselves into 
the story of the Bible and try to pull some minor thread out and make that the main thing, you're 
not doing justice to the text.  You're not reading it the way it's intended to be read.  The pretty 
clear repeated theme of scripture as J.I.  Packer said, "God saves sinners." What about God?  
What does God like?  What is God doing?  He's saving sinners or making all things new?  Some-
thing happened with the world.  He's fixing it, making it right and he's taking the initiative.  And 
who are we?  We bring the problem to the table.  And so, if you have -- that’s repeated through-
out the covenant.  So, I was prepared knowing the flow of scripture from a cartoon when I started 
hearing about covenants and the structure of the Bible and how things -- it made complete sense 
to me because covenants actually put all of the pieces.  I already had them really relating to each 
other but I didn’t know what that thread was.  You have, "I will be your God.  I'm initiating to be 
your God.  You will be my people and I have redeemed you." That’s the thread that you can pull.  
And in a lot of things, a lot of scripture connects to that and it gives it a larger context which is 
really helpful. 
 



 

 

00:18:23 Rod Rosenbladt: Yeah.  Imagine -- we see it today.  Somebody's view of the Bible is 
really characterized by Proverbs. 
 
00:18:32 Michael Horton: Or Daniel -- is there to be a Daniel.  You go back, basically the Old 
Testament characters for life lessons.  Well, you could be stranded for more than one Sunday try-
ing to inculcate life lessons from the life of David for heaven's sake.  Of course, we do learn wis-
dom from his work but a lot of times, what we see are people who kind of look like Christ but 
oops, it's not Christ.  Kind of look like they're Israel's messiah but they're not and we need a bet-
ter king who is going to be the king -- when will God himself be our king again?  And the only 
fulfillment of that is once upon a time in the little town of Bethlehem.  That is the whole summit 
of scripture.  It's sort of like if you take Christ out of that and you’ve got all these puzzle pieces 
and you're building around it.  I like when I'm doing puzzles, they irritate me, but when I occa-
sionally do them with the kids, working around the edges first and then you're working towards 
the center, and wow, what a moment.  Oh, it's a barn and now I start looking for all the pieces 
that are red and I start putting -- it's a lot easier than to put it all together.  When Jesus says, "Lis-
ten.  Here's a clue.  It's all about me.  When you're putting the puzzle together, I am the central 
character on the box top." Just a clue here, how you put the puzzle together.  Boy, does that 
change everything. 
 
00:20:10 Kim Riddlebarger: It does.  And of course, the box top to the study of scripture is the 
personal work of Christ.  The message is God is going to save sinners and that’s the box top and 
the individual pieces of these put together, I'll paint that picture of God sending Christ to save us 
from our sins and that’s the box top. 
 
00:20:27 Justin Holcomb: I actually found my old Bible from about 25 years ago, and it was 
shocking to see what I had underlined and emphasized.  I underline everything about holiness, I 
underlined every law -- every imperative, every law was the only thing that I celebrated.  And 
exactly what we're talking about, I was not attending to the main thread and I didn’t have a con-
text for how the imperatives and law even fit with that.  I just read in straight law, get the work, 
be better and it was exhausting. 
 
00:20:57 Rod Rosenbladt: And in that, you are every man.  We are all that. 
 
00:21:01 Michael Horton: That’s what we go looking for. 
 
00:21:02 Rod Rosenbladt: and we find it and we say, "I got it!" And the biblical story says 
you're about 180 degrees off. 
 
00:21:11 Michael Horton: I'm sorry, this isn’t about you and what you want to do today.  This 
is about me and what I decided from all eternity to accomplish.  And guess what, it's for you.  It's 
for your good.  Let's move now to connecting the dots to the doctrine.  How does this drama then 
yield certain doctrines? 
 
00:21:33 Kim Riddlebarger: Well, I have to go back and quote my favorite American Presbyte-
rian theologian B.B.  Warfield.  The Bible is unique and that its facts are its doctrines.  It's a 
unique book and that when we say Jesus rose again from the dead on the first Easter Sunday and 



 

 

act in history -- there's that act, is a doctrine, the resurrection.  When we say that Jesus died on 
the cross for our sins, there was a point in time on Good Friday where he suffered and died, 
where Romans drove nails through his wrists and all of that.  We talk about the history of that.  
Those acts are -- it's fundamental doctrines as interpreted by the speech that accompanies the act, 
explaining what it was that it meant.  Now you have facts and doctrines being inseparable. 
 
00:22:17 Rod Rosenbladt: The other thing is that we even get this post-resurrection, the conver-
sation on the road Emmaus, himself, risen, beginning with Moses and the prophets he showed 
how all things, scripture, Old Testament, all things spoke of him.  Now, that’s either nuts or it's 
the greatest thing we've ever heard.  You mean the whole book was about you?  And he talked 
that way.  The Jews got furious.  He spoke as if he wrote and you're only 30?  Who do you think 
you are?  But that one bit tells us it has something to do with he's the center of it all. 
 
00:23:00 Michael Horton: When you come to the doctrine, there are a lot of people who say, 
yeah, I love the drama, I love the stories.  Tell me another story.  Story-telling.  The Bible is a 
great story.  And now you hear a lot more people talking about the Bible as a story, as a drama 
but then you bring up the second D word, Doctrine, and the eyes glaze over and people say, well 
that’s boring.  One thing that we ought to cop to is sometimes the way we told it is boring and I 
think part of that is because we treat doctrine as logarithms.  We abstract the doctrines from the 
story and they're just floating in midair.  So, Jesus died for your sins, Jesus paid it all, you're for-
given, but not grounded in this story, the promise in Genesis 3:15 fulfilled at the cross and resur-
rection, consummated in the Book of Revelation.  We're not seeing that doctrine in the light of 
how God actually accomplished it but I think the drama is Jesus was crucified and was raised.  
Yeah, they're doctrines also.  But here's the drama.  But when people say it's irrelevant, I saw, 
"Wait, it's the doctrine that tells you he was crucified for your sins and he was raised for your 
justification." Actually, it's the doctrine that applies it to you.  It's the doctrine that grabs you by 
the neck and yanks you into the story and says because of this -- all right, here's the story of the 
fall in Genesis 3 and throughout the Bible.  Here is how sin has played itself out.  This is how we 
are in the grip of sin and idolatry and so forth.  The doctrine that comes out of that is original sin 
and yet God has provided in Christ a deliverer.  And so now all of the narratives of the Bible are 
meant to lead to, that feed into that doctrine.  I mean when I'm thinking about raise for your justi-
fication to think not about an abstract bloodless proposition, but to think about all that history 
from Genesis leading all the way up to my being pronounced just in Jesus Christ.   That whole 
history comes with that doctrine. 
 
00:25:24 Kim Riddlebarger: Mike, I think that’s one good argument as to why preaching is so 
important, because those doctrines ideally come to us in the form of proclamation that is by its 
very design intended to make the doctrines which we can turn into calculus, into things that ap-
ply to the people to whom we're hearing.  It's very compelling when somebody's proclaimed 
them to you and then giving you the reason as to why you need to respond to it and how it relates 
to you.  So preaching is an ideal context to communicate the kind of propositional trends that 
we're talking about.  One of the other things you stated that I think is the issue we're up against, 
we're in a culture of absolute narcissists who think the whole world revolves around them and 
their immediate needs.  The one thing that they just don’t get and only God can make them get is 
that there's not only a creation of which they are part in our divine image bearers, there's also a 
fall.  And the reason why they're narcissists is because they're sinful and getting them sinful peo-



 

 

ple to want to hear doctrine is difficult because the doctrines were proclaiming require them, in-
deed demand them to change how they think and they respond to things.  We're in a sense telling 
narcissists, "You can't be a narcissist," and that last thing a narcissist wants to hear is you can't be 
a narcissist because I am a narcissist.  So we're really going up against the stream on this. 
 
00:26:47 Rod Rosenbladt: I wish Shane -- if he's done it before, I have forgotten.  But I think it 
would be depressingly clear if he did some of his surveys with, what does the young person un-
derstand by the word sin?  And I think it would be all over the map and it would always be oth-
ers and it would be the really, really, really bad ones.  Other than that, the word has no meaning. 
 
00:27:15 Kim Riddlebarger: Well, looking back at our history when Shane, our producer, had 
done that stuff before and we asked Christian kids way back when we first started the White 
Horse Inn.  The response they always gave was, "Well, you shouldn’t commit adultery." That’s a 
sin.  It's just always the sexuality.  It would be interesting to see if that’s even on the radar any-
more for this.  I bet not.  I bet you it's not even on the list of the things that they worry about. 
 
00:27:35 Rod Rosenbladt: And you try to think, "How do I tell the story when there isn’t a 
problem?" 
 
00:27:38 Michael Horton: Yeah, and it's the story that tells you what the problem is.  You can't 
come to the story already determining for yourself what your problem is.  You have to come to 
the story and let it tell you what your problem is.  And as a problem, it turns out that all of you 
sitting there have.  When we think about connecting the dots between the drama and the doctrine, 
one way I think about it is, for example, you hear the story of God's deliverance of Israel from 
the Egyptians and you derive from that -- and it's not like you just derive it yourself.  The text 
itself tells you what to derive from it and the Psalms give you the Songs to designate God as like 
this.  He delivered us from our enemies, from the power of darkness and brought us into a fair 
and pleasant land, so forth.  Okay, the drama.  Therefore, God is compassionate.  Therefore, God 
is merciful.  Therefore, God is powerful, all powerful, over a pharaoh and his Gods.  You learn 
so many attributes and one way of putting is you get the throbbing verbs in the drama and stable 
nouns in the doctrine.  So the doctrine is telling you, look, God has acted in this way, revealing 
to you that he is like this.  And so, you can count on him.  He doesn’t just arbitrarily behave in 
that fashion over here in that episode. 
 
00:29:12 Rod Rosenbladt: Which is common to all other religions. 
 
00:29:14 Michael Horton: Common to all other religions.  He deliberately does this in all of the 
episodes through all of history.  He is like his.  This is really what God is like.  And you can do 
that with all the other doctrines.  But, what difference does it make if we come to scripture, both 
in preaching and teaching and in our reading of scripture, we come to it that way, plugging the 
drama into the doctrine and the doctrine into the drama so that it has blood in its veins? 
 
00:29:44 Justin Holcomb: Well, that’s where you're doing the Exodus 1.  You have a clear doc-
trine of God.  What is God like and what does good do?  Now, go a little bit further in the narra-
tive and you'll have Father, Son, Holy Spirit and specifically what you said earlier about -- it's all 
about the personal work of Jesus.  You'll get there when you get further throughout the narrative 



 

 

but you have a doctrine of God.  So, who is God, what is God like, what does God do, but you 
also have your teachings about humanity.  So, humans need to, one, be rescued and we're power-
less to free ourselves from bondage.  You have another one, there were other humans that were 
oppressing so you actually have this category of the cruelty of humanity.  And so, you have, how 
does God relate to creation?  Doctrine of God, creation is a mess, God interacting.  That frame-
work, you can use that framework throughout the entire story of scripture and you get to the 
Gospels.  Well, what is God like?  Specifically, who is Jesus and what has he done and what is 
the problem of humanity, going back to what you said, Rod, about without sin, you don’t have 
the drama, you don’t have the story, what's the answer?  And what this does is, one, the drama 
informs our theology and our doctrine.  And so, that’s the obvious move we're talking about, but 
when you keep plugged into the drama, this is the key thing, is after I started learning my sys-
tematic theology and my doctrine, I needed to keep my doctrine plugged to the drama because 
what will happen is I'll take from all of the things scripture says about God and I'll pick the at-
tributes and things that just kind of get my attention.  Well, he's really powerful, he's holy and 
he's providential and he is just.  Those are all true statements I can get from scripture.  I need to 
also attend to what Exodus says.  He was compassionate.  He knows, he sees, he cares, he hears.  
You always need the drama because the drama is always going to keep your doctrine hemmed in 
correctly and make sure you're not overemphasizing one or the other and it happens to the other, 
where will people go?  God's loving and close to you, he is.  He's also holy and he is just in his 
judgment and we are not.  So, making sure it's not just drama, the doctrine, but always informing 
our doctrine. 
 
00:31:57 Kim Riddlebarger: Well, and one of the ways you can make that work, for example, 
the Exodus, is the New Testament speaks of being in bondage to sin.  So, why is this story of this 
little band of Israelites being hauled off into captivity in Goshen by a cruel pharaoh.  It's interest-
ing, it's compelling, we hear all these great doctrines and then we find out my experience as a 
sinner is very much like an Israelite in Egypt.  Sin is a cruel taskmaster to me.  it dominates me, 
abuses me, causes me to do things I wouldn’t otherwise want to do.  I have not deliverance un-
less somebody comes to me and deliver.  So, there's just no way to separate the doctrine of re-
demption from the act of God saving the Israelites because when we look to Christ, we see him 
as conquering all pharaohs, conquering all evil tyrants at the cross.  And the experience of my 
life, what draws me in the story is I may not be in the desert making bricks without straw but I 
have a taskmaster far worse than that guy and that’s my sinful nature. 
 
00:33:00 Michael Horton: And the language, deliverer. 
 
00:33:01 Justin Holcomb: And I've been delivered.  The language -- if we just had our story, 
we'd go, oh, I'm wrestling with this thing, whatever my weakness or sin or suffering is.  But 
when you have the language of narrative and drama of bondage, that interprets the human condi-
tion way better than how I'm going to reflect on my own experience. 
 
00:33:22 Rod Rosenbladt: Better than a Russian novel, even. 
 
00:33:26 Michael Horton: Yeah.  Well, and look at for example how Paul does this.  A lot of 
people will say, "I like the Gospels because it's the story and not a bunch of doctrine." I'm not so 
much a Paul because fan or an epistles fan because that’s all doctrine.  Well neither is the case.  



 

 

You get doctrine in the Gospels and you get narrative in the epistles.  Here's how Paul starts Ro-
mans.  We often think Romans is just a collection of doctrines, which -- there are lots of doc-
trines in it but it's not just a collection of doctrines.  Here's how Paul starts.  “Paul, a servant of 
Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the Gospel of God, which he promised before-
hand through these prophets in the holy scriptures concerning his Son who has descended from 
David according to the flesh and was declared to be the Son of God and power according to the 
Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead.  Jesus Christ, our Lord, through whom we 
have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith for the sake of his 
name among all the nations, including you who are called to belong to Jesus Christ.  Hello to all 
who are…” -- Paul can't even say hello on the street without going through the drama of the 
Gospel.  And now, everything that he's going to say from then on -- I mean, he does continue the 
drama.  He does say, you know, here is how things went sideways.  “The wrath of God is re-
vealed against all ungodliness.”  The Jews are in this mess, the Gentiles are in this mess, you're 
all in it together, we're all under sin.  There's no hope under Adam's headship.  We need to be 
found in Christ.  All that drama.  But then the doctrine comes out of it.  There is no way in the 
world that you can read even Romans, which is considered the 'systematic theology' of the Bible.  
It's just not the best way of talking about it, but you can even read Romans and not see that Paul 
is mining the doctrine right straight out of those rich veins of the drama.  Is the world doing a 
better job right now of telling its stories in compelling ways with the doctrines that come out of 
it? 
 
00:35:40 Kim Riddlebarger: Yes, absolutely.  And I think one of the questions that we are still 
in the process of dealing with may be the next generation will have to finally answer it, is social 
media.  Social media has a way of hooking us and drawing us in because it's little snippets and 
sound bites.  It doesn’t require any pre-understanding really of anything.  It captures an immedi-
acy and immediate reaction about the long story about Israel and Egypt, this isn’t going to do.  
So, we haven’t even begun to scratch the surface of how that's impacted the culture. 
 
00:36:13 Rod Rosenbladt: And with me at the center. 
 
00:36:15 Kim Riddlebarger: Yeah.  It's hard to have Moses and the deliverance from Pharaoh 
make sense when your kids are mailing pictures of their genitalia to each other, where so often, 
bizarre, sinful, debased stuff that it's hard to get our attention and get back to things that really 
matter.  And that’s what we're up against.  It's not that the Christian story isn’t compelling.  It's 
that people are so preoccupied with nonsense that it's hard to get anybody to see why that story 
actually matters.  You said, Rod, it's going to take a serious incident, a collapse, a war, some-
thing to get people to slap them in the head and say there's a story that’s much more important 
than what your privates look like. 
 
00:36:55 Michael Horton: Even a non-Christian like Douglas Rushkoff makes the point that in 
our culture experience trans-doctrine and its presentism.  They call it in his book Present Shock.  
Everything is reduced to this immediate moment.  Well, you can't talk about history.  You can't 
talk about what -- basically, the past and the future collapse into this present moment where my 
immediate self-realization occurs at a baseball game or occurs in this moment of sexual revelry 
or whatever.  The past and future are reduced to the immediate present.  If that’s the case, there 
are no stories anymore that define us. 



 

 

 
00:37:47 Rod Rosenbladt: And the other thing is that if there is a secular metanarrative, it's bor-
ing or it's trivial.  That’s the thing.  Compared to the story we've been talking about, this is flat. 
 
00:38:04 Kim Riddlebarger: What is particularly frightening about this, the lack of interest in 
the metanarrative, the overarching story is the fact that we've seen in history what happens when 
people are so preoccupied with the eternal now, living in the moment, Nietzsche comes to mind, 
the German philosopher, “God is dead.” We don’t need him anymore.  An evitable outcome of 
that kind of an immediate living in the present is I become a law to myself.  I don’t need any ex-
ternal commandments to tell me what to do.  Well, when you have a whole society, people creat-
ing their own individual realities, pretty soon they’ll start conflicting with one another and the 
only way to keep people in check is increase the power of the state.  This inevitable goes toward 
fascism.  It just naturally pushes itself in that direction, where the state has to be ultimate to keep 
all these narcissists bathing themselves. 
 
00:38:55 Michael Horton: So let's take that as an example, Nietzsche.  The drama is God is 
dead and here is how that happened.  And then the doctrine is, therefore, will to power, the sur-
vival of the fittest. 
 
00:39:11 Justin Holcomb: Knowledge isn’t something that’s really true, it's just something 
that’s used for power over other people.  So you have knowledge in humanity and who we are fit 
in there also. 
 
00:39:19 Kim Riddlebarger: And knowledge is just what I say it is. 
 
00:39:20 Michael Horton: And so, eventually those doctrines bubble up into certain forms of 
'worship', only in this case I'm worshipping myself.  I may have come from nowhere, I may be 
going nowhere but in the middle, I can be a God.  I can make of myself whatever I am.  And the 
discipleship that comes out of that, well, we saw the discipleship that comes out of that as the 
two armies shaped by that met each other on the battlefield of Stalingrad. 
 
00:39:52 Justin Holcomb: Absolutely.  And the century influence by him was the bloodiest of 
all centuries before the ones combined. 
 
00:39:59 Kim Riddlebarger: Stalin, Mao, Hitler and a host of little Stalin’s, Mao’s and Hitler’s. 
 
00:40:04 Michael Horton: Yeah.  And so -- I mean, we look at people being driven by -- 
whether it's capitalism or Marxism, being driven by this grand story of the march of history to-
wards greater and greater progress or you have counter narratives of death and destruction and 
apocalypse that are not world affirming but Christianity is, good creation that went bad that God 
nevertheless at his great expense rescued.  But rather, the world being in a kind of Gnostic view, 
a world being inherently bad and horrible and it's just going to pot.  And the best thing, I guess, 
that could happen is a nuclear annihilation.  Well, that’s going to shape how people live and vote 
and think every day of their life.   
 



 

 

Folks, what we're saying here is doctrine matters.  The doctrines come out of the drama. The 
drama is basically the story you're living in, whether you know it or not – the story you take to be 
true.  You may not have even reflected on whether it's true or not, but it's your default setting.  
You're assuming certain things are true about the world.  This is how your life fits in with the life 
of other people around you.  This is the meaning of history.  This is what the story is all about 
and you're living your life in the light of that.  Then the doctrines that come out of it are the rea-
sonable implications of that story and that shapes your experience and the way you live in the 
world.  That’s what we're saying.  If it's not going to be Christianity, it's going to be some other 
narrative.  It's going to be some other drama that shapes you.  And here's the thing, folks.  If this 
isn’t what you're getting regularly in church, if this isn’t the way you're reading the Bible and 
getting it deep down into you, even to the point, Paul says, where we are singing psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs so that the work of Christ may dwell in us richly, then other stories are 
going to do that.  You can't just drift.  You can't just say, well, I tip my hat to a couple of doc-
trines and yeah, I believe Jesus died for my sins, and not immerse yourself in that story from 
Genesis to revelation and reflect on the doctrines that come out of it.  Because if you don’t invest 
in that Christian, that biblical drama and its doctrines, you will, by default, be shaped by the 
drama and the doctrines that Madison Avenue is selling to you every day that you're getting from 
CNN or MSNBC or Fox.  They're going to shape you.  They're going to tell you who you are and 
it's not going to be in Christ.  This is the greatest story ever told and it happens to be the true 
story and Jesus proved that by being raised on the third day.  No other drama has that lynchpin 
and has that kind of empirical validity that you can analyze, that you can approach and look at 
and contrast with the baseless stories that the world is telling us every day.  We look forward to 
being with you again next time on the White Horse Inn as we continue to unpack what it means 
to find ourselves in God's story. 
 
00:47:08 Narrator:  The White Horse Inn is a listener supported broadcast.   For more informa-
tion about this program, visit us online at whitehorseinn.org.   If you sign up as an innkeeper, ar-
chitect or reformer, not only will you get a complimentary subscription to our magazine Modern 
Reformation, but you'll also get longer editions of every White Horse Inn broadcast.   To find out 
how to join one of these support programs, click on the support tab of our website, white-
horseinn.org.   You can also give us a call at 1-800-890-7556.   That's 1-800-890-7556.   We'll 
see you next time at the White Horse Inn. 
 
	


