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00:00:02 Michael Horton: You begin to get this idea increasingly that whatever Christ did on 
the cross, it's actually my repentance in response to it that saves, rather than what Christ did on 
the cross. 
 
00:00:16 Adriel Sanchez: And what that’s assuming is that we actually have the ability just to 
follow.  We just need a little bit of help, a little bit of assistance. We need Jesus as an example.  
We don’t need Christ alone. 
 
00:00:31 Narrator: Five centuries ago in taverns and public houses across Europe, the masses 
would gather for discussion and debate over the latest ideas sweeping the land. From one such 
meeting place, a small Cambridge inn called The White Horse, the reformation came to the Eng-
lish-speaking world. Carrying on the tradition, welcome to the White Horse Inn. 
 
00:00:57 Michael Horton: Hello and welcome to another edition of the White Horse Inn as we 
are making our way through the solas of the reformation in honor of the 500thanniversary. We're 
looking, in this program, at Christ alone. Many Christians in our day, whether liberal or evan-
gelical, declare that there is hope of eternal life apart from explicit faith in Jesus Christ. We're 
going to be looking at some of the polls and statistics in this program that show the percentage of 
evangelicals who no longer believe that Jesus is the only way, truth and life. According to one 
survey by Barna, 35 percent of America’s evangelical seminary students, 35 percent agreed with 
the statement, God will save all good people when they die regardless of whether they trusted in 
Christ. That was a survey done in 90s and now those students are filling our pulpits and the trend 
lines have gotten worse. And so, when we talk about Christ alone, perhaps we're in a tougher 
situation today, 500 years later, where the question really is Christ at all.  
 
In this program, we're going to be discussing the necessity of recovering this important sola with 
Jessica Thompson, author of Everyday Grace and co-author of Give Them Grace; and Adriel 
Sanchez, North Park Presbyterian Church in San Diego; Shane Rosenthal has moved from be-
hind the curtain doing that voodoo that you do so well to the microphone. And Shane is not only 
the producer of the White Horse Inn, but Assistant Pastor of Christ Presbyterian Church in Saint 
Louis, Missouri.  I’m Mike Horton. I impersonate a Professor at Westminster Seminary, Califor-
nia.  Folks, first of all, that shocking percentage, 35 percent of America’s evangelical seminary 
students said in the 90s, God will save all good people when they die regardless of whether they 
trust in Christ.  Isn’t that shocking?  Of course, it's true from one perspective. God would save all 
good people when they die regardless of whether they’ve trusted in Christ. 
 
00:03:11 Shane Rosenthal: But Romans 3 makes pretty clear that there is no one good, not even 
one. 
 
00:03:14 Michael Horton:  Right.  It's sort of a lonely group. 
 
00:03:17 Shane Rosenthal: It's an empty set. 



 

 

 
00:03:19 Michael Horton:  What is to say, first of all, about our understanding of our problem 
before God, his holiness and our sinfulness? 
 
00:03:28 Jessica Thompson: I think exactly what Shane was saying, we don’t believe there is 
no one good.  We want to believe that in all of us is some little spark of good. There's something 
in me that pulls me towards thinking I’m not really all that bad. I kind of want to be co-saviors 
with God. 
 
00:03:47 Michael Horton:  The great theologian, Julie Andrews, in Sound of Music, says, 
“Nothing comes from nothing, nothing ever could. So, somewhere in my youth or childhood, I 
must have done something good.”  
 
00:03:58 Adriel Sanchez: We really, as a society, don’t understand the nature of our spiritual 
problem.  I mean, just think about it.  So many people today say, “I’m not really religious, I’m 
spiritual.”  But according to the New Testament, spiritually speaking, you think about Paul in 
Ephesians 2, we’re actually dead.  And so, we don’t understand the nature of the extent of our 
fallenness, our depravity.  This gets us at the doctrine of original sin. 
 
00:04:23 Michael Horton:  Yeah, why do we need a divine savior to rescue us if our situation is 
only that of kind of losing our way?  A lot of people think of it as, we need good directions and 
there are really good plans out there. There's Oprah, there is yoga, there's the bible, there's Chris-
tian science.  You have all these kinds of things out there and whatever you find that’s helpful 
for you, that assumes -- first of all, you have absolutely no problem before God. Your problem is 
only with yourself.  Not that God has a problem with you, but that you have issues that you need 
to work on.  So you don’t really need God to save you, first of all, from himself, from his own 
justice by being just and the justifier of the wicked. All you need is kind of a life coach. You 
need somebody who kind of has some good ideas. 
 
00:05:28 Shane Rosenthal: All you need is love.  
 
00:05:30 Michael Horton: All you need is love.  
 
00:05:32 Shane Rosenthal: That’s precisely what we heard in the last program when we were 
listening to some of the street interviews from both secular individuals at a college campus and 
also those who identified as Christians. Everyone was saying that the Bible’s basic message is be 
nice, try these rules, they will help you be your guide. In other words, the bible is directed to you.  
It's about you and how you can get involved in this self-improvement project.  
 
00:05:52 Michael Horton: It's interesting.  Historically, without going into the weeds on this, it's 
fascinating how tragic how whenever people’s view of Christ’s atoning work went from substitu-
tionary, vicarious sacrifice in the place of sinners to the idea of a moral influence, that Jesus 
shows us how much God loves us.  But that’s all it accomplishes. It's a demonstration meant to 
move us to repentance and to love him back. Whenever the atonement shifts from God’s objec-
tive work in Jesus Christ to the subjective impact it has on us to do something in response, inevi-
tably, you have a move from a high view of Christ as God to a low view of Christ as merely an-



 

 

other human being who happen to be about the best it gets with humanity but on the same quali-
tative level as the rest of us.  Here are some examples of that.  In the enlightenment, as the ques-
tion, “What would Jesus do?” becomes more important than the question, “What has Jesus 
done?” Emmanuel Kant famously contrasted religions of sacrifice to the pure religion of univer-
sal morality, what universal reason teaches us about being nice to each other. That’s basically 
religion.  And maybe Voltaire expressed it best in his entry on expiation in his philosophical dic-
tionary.  Here is what he says: “as soon as religions were established, there were expiations, that 
is, sacrifices.  The ceremonies accompanying them were ridiculous.  For what connection, I ask 
you, is there between a goat and a man’s crime?  It is true that God later permitted this ceremony 
to be sanctified among the Jews, our fathers, who took over so many Egyptian rites but doubtless 
it was the repentance and not the goat which purified the Jewish souls.” And so now, basically, 
what you get, not just among enlightenment radicals who are rejecting supernatural Christianity, 
but even among evangelicals like Charles Finney and others, you begin to get this idea increas-
ingly that whatever Christ did on the cross, it's actually my repentance in response to it that 
saves, rather than what Christ did on the cross. 
 
00:08:34 Adriel Sanchez: And what that’s assuming is that we actually have the ability just to 
follow.  We just need a little bit of help, a little bit of assistance.  We don’t need Christ alone.  
We need Jesus as an example and then I’m going to do the rest as I see Jesus and as I am moved 
by this subjective atonement, then I’m going to be a more loving, a more nice person to use a 
phrase that we were using the previous episode. But again, that just misses the fact that there's 
actually a real objective problem. Through original sin, we’ve inherited Adam’s guilt and corrup-
tion and the way this is often talked about is the fact that we are totally depraved. It doesn’t mean 
we're as bad as we could be, but it means that every single part of our person is affected by sin.  
And so, there's nothing that we can do to merit or earn God’s favor. Spiritually speaking, we 
can’t save ourselves. 
 
00:09:22 Michael Horton:  “No one is righteous, no, not one.” And it's interesting, Brian 
McLaren, a progressive evangelical who denies substitutionary sacrifice as divine child abuse, 
makes the argument that really, our goal isn’t even to make Muslims, Jews and Buddhists Chris-
tians, but to make better Muslim, Jewish and Buddhist followers of Jesus. In other words, that 
the goal is to make us better people. And the assumption there, ironically, that we're better peo-
ple because we are followers of Jesus.  And if only Muslims would be better followers of Jesus, 
they could remain Muslims.  But if they would only get their act together and become better fol-
lowers of Jesus, same with Buddhists and others, then it would be all good. And yet, they turn 
around and tell us we're arrogant for repeating Jesus’ words, “I am the way, the truth and life.  
No one comes to the Father but through me.”  Here, what we're saying is, wait a second, it's not 
about us being better people with Jesus, it's about Jesus saying, “I’m the door. I’m the only way 
to the father. I’m the high priest. I’m the altar of sacrifice. I’m the way in.” 
 
00:10:40 Shane Rosenthal: One advantage of going with Jesus, rather than Brian McLaren, is 
that the Jesus rose again from the dead. We’ll see with Brian McLaren. But basically, the issue is 
whose authority?  You have all these voices saying try this way, try that way, try this approach, 
try this Oprah route and Jesus says, “Destroy this temple, in three days I will rebuild it.” 
 



 

 

00:11:00 Jessica Thompson: So, any of those systems of belief ignore the doctrine of original 
sin. All of those systems of belief put faith in ourselves.  And so, if we lose the doctrine of origi-
nal sin, it is just who we are.  Like you were saying, Adriel, it's not what we’ve done, it's who we 
are. 
 
00:11:17 Adriel Sanchez: It's our identity. 
 
00:11:18 Jessica Thompson: Right. Then we can’t repent enough because even our repentance 
is a mess. We can't try hard enough because that’s a mess. In all of those things, we're saying, no, 
it's a mess. I need that alien righteousness, something outside of myself to come to me and 
change who I am, at my identity.  
 
00:11:37 Shane Rosenthal: That’s what Augustus Toplody was getting at in that great hymn 
where he says, “Thou my zeal no respite know, thou my tears forever flow, all for sin could not 
atone.  Thou must save and thou alone.”  Mike, you mentioned Voltaire.  He has this line, the 
goats, that was never the thing.  It's repentance. That’s exactly the shift that the Jews made after 
the destruction of the temple and they said, now it's prayer at the table.  Actually, I was raised 
Jewish and then one day I came to my grandfather and I said, “Hey, you want to have lunch?” 
and he said, “No, I'm fasting.”  Our particular family wasn’t all that strict, but he was. I said, 
“Why?” “Because it's Yom Kippur and I'm atoning for my sins.” Basically, that’s what has hap-
pened. There aren't any goats involved anymore but there is this new level of atonement.  It's in-
teresting, if you look at the Old Testament, what are the things you could be put to death for?  
Every single one of the Ten Commandments. If you violated in the Law of Moses, you could be 
put to death and you had to be taken outside the camp, except for one, and that was coveting be-
cause nobody can get inside your head and see what’s going on there. But King David realizes 
that he has committed this high-handed sin, two of them, but he says in particular, “Deliver me 
from blood guilt.” 
 
00:12:45 Michael Horton: There is no atonement recorded in Leviticus, no sacrifice that could 
have covered David’s sin. 
 
00:12:51 Shane Rosenthal: Exactly. What he needs is this ultimate -- he needs mercy.  He needs 
something outside of the Law of the Moses. And essentially, what happens in the story of re-
demption is that David’s greater son ends up being the one who’s kicked outside of the camp.  
And because he is taken outside of the camp, as the author of Hebrews says, he suffers the death 
of one who committed a high-handed sin. 
 
00:13:12 Michael Horton:  It's interesting.   mean, we're repeatedly told in scripture, it's not just 
we don’t have a sense of our sin, but also of God’s holiness.  We're told repeatedly, he will not 
clear the guilty, Psalm 5: 4 and 6, “For you are not a God who delights in wickedness.  Evil will 
not sojourn with you. The boastful will not ever stand before your eyes. You hate all evil doers.  
You destroy those who speak lies. The Lord abhors the blood-thirsty and deceitful.” Paul even 
adds, “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and wickedness of 
those who, by their wickedness, suppress the truth.” So, you have this heavy wind blowing 
through the canyon telling you there is absolutely no way into the presence of God. There is no 



 

 

way to avoid condemnation, everlasting punishment, except through Christ as the way, the truth 
and the life. 
 
00:14:12 Shane Rosenthal: So, I actually asked a number of students at a secular college cam-
pus what they thought about religion and in particular, I asked some of them about this statement 
from Jesus, his claim that he is the only way.  Here is what they said. 
 
What’s your take on religion? 
 
00:14:25 Male: I'm a religious person. I try to get to church when I can. 
 
00:14:29 Shane Rosenthal: What is your take? Do you think a lot of different religions are 
pretty much saying the same thing or do you think some have exclusive truth? 
 
00:14:36 Male: I think they’re all different people’s takes on the same exact thing, basically that 
there is a higher being and everybody just interprets it differently. 
 
00:14:43 Male: I think pretty much every religion has the same goals, a higher power, that you 
follow certain rules and guidelines that you will be rewarded in the end no matter how poor you 
are or what you did as long as you're sorry for what you did. When you die, you pretty much go 
to a nice place. 
 
00:14:58 Male: I think all religions kind of lead to the same place. I think they may not necessar-
ily be all defined the same way, but I think eventually -- the reality is life, you live and you die 
and I think you do go to the same place.  I don’t know, because I'm not dead yet, but I'm sure 
when I do, I’ll try to send it back to somebody and let them know. 
 
00:15:17 Male: I think religion is a really thing. It's very inspirational to a lot people. And really, 
I guess it's good because it gives people comfort because you really have no idea what’s coming 
next after this life. 
 
00:15:30 Male: I feel like if I was encouraging anyone who’s looking to religion, I would en-
courage them towards Christianity because it is such a fine example.  But, people in other relig-
ions unwittingly do live that message that he taught, because their religions teach similar things 
and they end up living such a life and that’s what’s important. 
 
00:15:50 Male: My take is just that not everybody can be right, so therefore, no one person, no 
one particular group is right.  As long as you live your life by a set of guidelines and whatnot so 
you can just know that you're doing well, you're living your life morally. 
 
00:16:09 Shane Rosenthal: What would you do with the claim that in the pages of the Bible, it's 
not claiming to be subjectively helpful but it's actually claiming to be absolutely true? For exam-
ple, Christ does say he's the only way to heaven. 
 
00:16:21 Female: I think it's kind of selfish for him to say he's the only way towards satisfaction 
in life.  I'm very scientific so I find it hard to believe that a lot of that is, in fact, true. 



 

 

 
00:16:30 Female: It places a lot of emphasis on faith, which I, personally in my life, have a lot 
of hard time with. Looking towards religion for comfort, then it's great for you.  I feel like a lot 
of people depend upon it but I'm not involved in a religion at all. I don’t believe in it. 
 
00:16:45 Michael Horton:  Wow. You get that the question, if you don’t accept Jesus’ statement 
about himself, “I am the way, the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father but by me,” the 
one person there, the scientist, is actually right. That is an incredibly selfish statement. It's ab-
surdly arrogant.  It's what Paul says in 1 Corinthians 15, we are, of all people, the most to be pit-
ied if Jesus didn’t rise from the dead.  This is stupid.  He didn’t say, well, at least it's helped you, 
at least all the answers people gave there, at least it’s been helpful and so forth.  No, actually, her 
response was the right one.  No, Jesus was the last person in the world you would want to follow; 
the last person you’d want your children to emulate because he was a liar, he was a megaloma-
niac and anyone who follows him is completely duped. 
 
00:17:45 Shane Rosenthal: Unless he actually rose again from the dead. 
 
00:17:47 Michael Horton:  If that happened, then all bets are off. 
 
00:17:51 Adriel Sanchez: It was really interesting listening to those, even the people that seem 
to try to be favorable towards Christianity and faith.  It's like, there's some great stuff there.  With 
all of them, you still don’t need Jesus.  He's one option. We're really not that bad. He might be 
able to help you and God actually isn’t so holy that he requires you to be perfectly good or right-
eous.  Here's how Peter responds.  I love this text in 1 Peter 3, “Christ also suffered once for sins.  
The righteous for the unrighteous. We're the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God.”  You 
can't just waltz into God’s presence as a sinful, unrighteous person. You need to be brought by 
someone else, a mediator. 
 
00:18:35 Shane Rosenthal: That’s why it's called good news.  It's news because it's something 
that has happened and it's fantastic news, the summation of all the prophets, and this is what they 
are announcing. 
 
00:18:45 Jessica Thompson: Like Luther said, God took our worst and we get his best. 
 
00:18:49 Shane Rosenthal: If you notice, all these people from the various interviews that I did 
at various college campuses, even Christian campuses, they’re kind of presenting this not as 
news, but as advice.  This is a text that tells me what I need to do. It's not news at all. That’s a 
different thing. 
 
00:19:04 Michael Horton:  In the last program, I quoted from Ligonier and Lifeway Research 
study. They also asked questions related to Christ alone. Here is one: Christ’s death on the cross 
is the only sacrifice that could remove the penalty of my sin. Sixty percent said yes and 40 per-
cent said no. 
 
00:19:26 Shane Rosenthal: Who are they polling? 
 



 

 

00:19:26 Michael Horton:  Polling Americans generally. I want to underscore this point and 
several of these cases.  African-Americans were the most likely to agree with the orthodox view 
and in many of these cases, American evangelicals were less likely.  I want us to think about that 
just as a sort of sideline, as a footnote here.  The way we think in America about who our broth-
ers and sisters are and how easy it is for us to think the people we're closest to are actualy Pala-
gians, who think that they are going to get to heaven by their own sacrifice, which isn’t really -- 
they don’t need a big one. 
 
00:20:08 Shane Rosenthal: I actually interviewed a gentleman at a mega church who was trust-
ing in his experience.  Here is what he had to say. 
 
00:20:15 Male: Different cultures are experiencing God in different ways. Does a Buddhist have 
any experience of God?  Yes. I don’t think God just speaks to the people that are coming to 
church here and signing on the dotted line.  I think he's speaking to all those different peoples but 
the way they experience it is going to be a little different.  Like Saint Paul, he experienced God 
in a certain way and that’s what transformed his life.  He didn’t come to some intellectual reali-
zation that being a Pharisee was wrong and Christianity was right. The only thing that meant 
anything to him was he had some experience of God and that’s what transformed his life. 
 
00:20:57 Michael Horton:  Well, he is speaking to Buddhists and Hindus and all of us.  Accord-
ing to Romans 1:18, the wrath of God is being revealed from heaven. What he is speaking to all 
of us is judgment day is coming. The wrath of God is being stored up. But the good news I that 
he poured out his wrath on Christ in our place so that all who trust in Jesus Christ can be justi-
fied. 
 
00:21:27 Shane Rosenthal: He was thinking about the Christian faith in terms of experience.  
Taking Paul’s Damascus Road experiences, the main thing – what’s interesting is if you look at 
Paul’s writings and Paul’s sermons in the Book of Acts, he doesn’t really highlight that as part of 
his proclamation.  It’s what happened to him as he was commissioned to proclaim the gospel and 
the gospel that he proclaims is actually rooted in the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, which he says specifically in the first few verses of 1 Corinthians 15. 
 
00:21:51 Michael Horton:  Plus this gentleman is bringing his 21st century romantic theory of 
experience versus intellect to this text.  Yes, of course, it was an experience, but wasn’t also an 
intellectual experience. It was the realization that he was being addressed by the very one he 
thought was cursed by God who is now sitting on the throne of God.  It was a radical conversion, 
not because he had a big experience explode inside of him, but because he had this crazy realiza-
tion that the one he thought was cursed by God was actually the king. 
 
00:22:33 Jessica Thompson: Right. So even what Paul said in recounting his experience in Phi-
lippians 3 where he says, “Indeed, I count everything as lost, all those things that he done that 
were good. I count everything as loss for the sake of Christ. Indeed, I count everything as loss 
because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus, my Lord.” Both of them, there is that 
intellectual and there's also this intimacy he’s describing. The intellectual leads to that sort of 
intimacy. The more I know Christ for me, the more I'm aware of Christ for sinners, then the more 
I want to know him intellectually.  



 

 

 
00:23:14 Adriel Sanchez: I really appreciate what you're saying, Jessica. This isn’t just some-
thing where it's like the world needs to see the exclusivity of Christ alone for salvation. We 
really need to understand this doctrine as Christians because even for us as believers in solid 
gospel preaching churches, our tendency is to lower the standard of God’s law or to think of our-
selves as better than we are. We're confronted with our sin and we tell ourselves, oh, it's not that 
big of a deal. 
 
00:23:41 Michael Horton:  Either God is too nice or I am too nice, or both. 
 
00:23:44 Adriel Sanchez: That’s right.  And in the end, when we do that, when we're not own-
ing our sin, we're robbing Jesus of his glory. You're saying, “I'm not that bad.”  No, we need to 
see the centrality of Christ alone for ourselves just as much as the world needs to see it. 
 
00:24:01 Shane Rosenthal: You know, it's interesting when you think about his emphasis on 
experience, that’s something that a lot of our churches are focusing on. It's the worship experi-
ence.  And frankly, that’s something that every religion offers.  I mean, lots of religions offer lots 
of different experiences. Why is your experience more valid than my experience?  The question 
is, what are we proclaiming? 
 
00:24:21 Michael Horton:  What is the news here?  H.Richard Niebuhr back in the 1950s wrote 
this critique of liberal Christianity. “A God without wrath brought men without sin into a king-
dom without judgment through a Christ without a cross.”  Tragically, that description of protes-
tant liberalism could today be the description of most of the preaching and teaching in American 
evangelicalism. That’s what’s so heartbreaking.  
 
00:24:53 Shane Rosenthal: It certainly seems to be what we're hearing from the people in the 
street. They’re not saying the Bible is about the story of the cross, they’re saying it's about ad-
vice. 
 
00:24:59 Michael Horton:  It doesn’t even hit them that it might have something to do -- we 
hear one word in those interviews, even of Christians, one word about atonement, sacrifice, noth-
ing.  Even the things that Christians use to argue about, there's nothing there of substance about 
Christ and his saving work at all. 
 
00:25:21 Jessica Thompson: So we are no different. If what they’re saying is true, we are no 
different than any other religion, where we just be good enough and somehow that’s going to 
make you an okay person. 
 
00:25:31 Michael Horton:  I don’t need to go to church for that, thank you. 
 
00:25:33 Jessica Thompson: Right.  So, the goal of the message, this good news that we've been 
talking about is that we would end up like the tax collector in Luke 18 where he just comes in 
and says, “Have mercy on me, a sinner.”  Have mercy, is that the cry of our churches?  Is that the 
heartbeat of our churches?  It should be, because the good news is he does have mercy on you, a 



 

 

sinner. He did come as a man, taking on our own flesh so that he could be that mediator between 
us and good.  
 
00:26:04 Michael Horton:  I love the way Paul puts it in Romans 5.  At the right time, what was 
the right time?  While we were still sinners, while we were still enemies.  At the right time, God 
sent his son to die for us. What was the right time?  The right time was when we couldn’t take 
any credit at all. The right time for God to display his love toward us. The right time for God fi-
nally to bring to an end this enmity, the hostility between us and him was right at the moment 
when we couldn’t lift a finger to help. 
 
00:26:43 Shane Rosenthal: And if that’s the case, if we can't lift a finger, if we're enemies and 
he sends a rescuer, that means there's only one method, Christ’s way.  I was talking with a guy 
on the street here in the San Diego area and he identified himself as a Christian and here is what 
he had to say. 
 
Are you a religious person or not a religious person? 
 
00:27:01 Male: Man of faith, yes. Christian. 
 
00:27:03 Shane Rosenthal: So, how do you know that your belief is the right one. 
 
00:27:06 Male: I don’t believe there's a right belief.  I just have a belief. I think all faiths are 
good. As long as you believe in something, a higher power, that they all take different shapes -- 
 
00:27:18 Shane Rosenthal: But isn’t that itself a faith leap, just a belief that all faiths are okay? 
 
00:27:23 Male: I agree. 
 
00:27:25 Shane Rosenthal: So, how do I know that what I like to be true is going to match that 
reality? 
 
00:27:31Male: In faith, you don’t deal with rational things.  In life, you deal with rational things 
and that’s what you have to deal with.  So faith, you’re just leaving it up. You got to believe in 
something.  Or you don’t have to believe in something but I choose to. 
 
00:27:45 Michael Horton: So, if that’s true, that any religious question is going to be put into 
this basket of the irrational, subjective act of will that has no involvement of the intellect, then 
really, all we have here is, hey, have I got a God for you?  Try Jesus.  Give Jesus a chance.  He’ll 
give you your best life now. 
 
00:28:12 Shane Rosenthal: And he’s just one option among many. 
 
00:28:13 Michael Horton:  One option among many. 
 
00:28:14 Shane Rosenthal: Which we're hearing from Christians and non-Christians. 
 



 

 

00:28:15 Michael Horton: Yeah, he’ll make you a better you. But I'm not saying Oprah can't, 
but Jesus, he’s worked for me. 
 
00:28:22 Adriel Sanchez: Appeal to people’s passions, build the church that way. That gets 
back to the foot hole subjective experience thing, is instead of giving them the gospel word be-
cause that’s boring, let’s give them a light show and a fog machine and exciting music and that’s 
going to hook them. And then we're going to have to keep that up because that’s how we're going 
to keep them. 
 
00:28:42 Shane Rosenthal: You don’t grow by being exclusive. You just come have a great 
time. 
 
00:28:46 Adriel Sanchez: And at that point, you have to ask who or what is building the church, 
because if the church is not being built and gathered by Jesus and by the message of the gospel, 
then it's being built by something.  It might even be a really big church that looks successful but 
it's not the church that Jesus promised to build. 
 
00:29:04 Michael Horton:  Now, the problem the reformers had was that Rome taught and still 
teaches today, even in the most recent catholic catechism, that Jesus Christ is not sufficient. It 
very clearly says that.  Now, I know I have Roman Catholic friends, theologians who would bris-
tle at that and say, “No, I disagree,” but the text clearly says, the text of the catholic catechism 
clearly says Jesus is not sufficient. It says that Jesus’ merits plus the merits of Mary and the 
saints plus my merits equal my final justification. Now, that just is clearly taught by the Roman 
Catholic Church as anything. So, Christ is necessary but not sufficient. In all of these solas, it's 
important to point out the reformers believed that Rome taught that the Bible was necessary, it 
just wasn’t sufficient.  Christ is necessary, just not sufficient. You have to have Christ. There is 
no salvation apart from Christ. So the problem with the reformers was a church that taught you 
need to believe in Christ and trust your own merits. The problem today is the Roman Catholic 
Church doesn’t even say you need to believe in Christ at all, but says instead, even the atheist 
who does his best shows that God’s grace is infused into him and is at work in his heart when 
does good works for other people. But tragically, you find the same thing on the protestant side 
as well, where it's not only today. It's a lot worse than the reformation time. Today, it's not Christ 
alone, it's Christ at all. 
 
00:30:56 Shane Rosenthal: Or Christ as one option among many.  Something you said a couple 
of programs ago when we were talking about do all paths lead to God, one thing that came out 
really clearly in that conversation was the fact that those who claim that all paths are good, that is 
just as big a dogma as saying Jesus is the only way. And it also is kind of like mathematical op-
tions.  There is an exclusive truth claim to say that three times five is 15.  I could say three times 
five is 14 or 27 or 3.14159.  I could say a lot of different things but all those are wrong and 
there's one that’s true. That’s the way that truth works. I could say all numbers are good and 
that’s one option that also happens to be wrong. So when you hear people say that all roads are 
good, that is itself a narrow truth claim.  It sounds magnanimous.  It sounds open and loving and 
accepting and it's just as narrow a position. 
 



 

 

00:31:57 Michael Horton: And it's arrogant towards other religions. All religions, not just 
Christianity, basically saying none of them matters. 
 
00:32:04 Shane Rosenthal: Exactly. It’s also lazy because we're basically saying it's all good, 
you don’t have to think about it much and that’s the cult of the modern age.  Everything’s got to 
be easy, you don’t have to think about it much, we're all good. 
 
00:32:15 Michael Horton:  Well, what did Jesus actually come to do?  Let’s end on a construc-
tive note here.  If the question really, first and foremost, is not what would Jesus do, but what has 
Jesus done, what has Jesus done? 
 
00:32:27 Jessica Thompson: Everything. Everything for us, right?  He came as a man to live the 
life we couldn’t live, died the death that we deserve. It's that great exchange. That’s what he's 
done for us. All of the bad that we deserve, he's taken away and given us all the good that he has 
earned. 
 
00:32:46 Michael Horton: And people need to realize that what you're talking about there is not 
an angry God taking out his wrath on a victim.  We're talking about God, the Father and God, the 
Son being in on a pact from all eternity where the father graciously, generously gave his son a 
people, the church, and the son cherished the church so much that even when the father gave that 
church to him, he already knew he was going to become incarnate and give his life for her. 
 
00:33:28 Shane Rosenthal: And he says, “No one takes my life from me. I lay it down will-
ingly.”  
 
00:33:30 Michael Horton:  I lay it down. Yeah.  And so, it's a gift all the way for us. 
 
00:33:35 Shane Rosenthal: And it was announced hundreds and hundreds of years before time.  
Isaiah says not merely all we, like sheep, have gone astray and the lord has laid upon him the in-
equity of us all, but also that he will make many to be accounted righteous, which is precisely 
what Jesus said.  I have come not to destroy the law, but to fulfill it. 
 
00:33:52 Michael Horton:  And fulfilled it for us and then bore its curse as the scapegoat of Is-
rael’s sacrifices.  Now our sins will not be counted against us, will not be remembered anymore.  
Folks, this is the good news. When we hear he is the only way, truth and life, that’s not bad 
news, that’s not arrogant.  That is the best report you can possibly hear. Just when you thought 
all roads were blocked off, here is a door.  Here is a door of escape. I want to close with a great 
quote from Augustine, the great church father. He put it this way.  “Desperately sick indeed is 
the one who in a frenzy beats the doctor. So what sort of frenzy must possess the person who 
kills the doctor? And on the other hand, what must the goodness and power of the doctor be, who 
from his own blood made a medicine for his crazy killer?  After all, the one who had come to 
seek and to save didn’t say in vain as he hung there, ‘Father, forgive them, because they do not 
know what they are doing.’ They are in a frenzy, I’m the doctor; let them rave and rage.  I bear it 
patiently; it’s when they’ve killed me that I will heal them.” So Augustine says, “Let us be 
among those whom he heals.”  We look forward to being with you again next time on the White 
Horse Inn. 



 

 

 
00:35:21 Narrator: The White Horse Inn is a listener supported broadcast.  For more informa-
tion about this program, visit us online at whitehorseinn.org.  If you sign up as an innkeeper, ar-
chitect or reformer, not only will you get a complimentary subscription to our magazine Modern 
Reformation, but you'll also get longer editions of every White Horse Inn broadcast.  To find out 
how to join one of these support programs, click on the support tab of our website, white-
horseinn.org.  You can also give us a call at 1-800-890-7556.  That's 1-800-890-7556.  We'll see 
you next time at the White Horse Inn. 
	


