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0:00:02	Russell	Moore:	When	you	have	the	sense	of	we're	the	real	America	and	we	are	a	
majority	in	this	country	and	then	you	look	around	and	you	see	that	all	of	your	efforts	
haven't	panned	out	the	way	that	you	thought	they	would,	then	that	leads	to	a	sort	of	siege	
mentality,	because	there's	a	narrative	of	loss,	and	of	course	there	are	always	things	that	are	
lost,	but	when	you	spiritualize	that	to	the	sense	that	what	you	really	are	experiencing	is	the	
sort	of	emotion	that	the	Israelites	would	have	had	with	the	loss	of	the	Ark	of	the	Covenant,	
now	you're	moving	into	a	very	different	evaluation	of	what's	happening.	
	
00:00:40	Narrator:	Five	centuries	ago	in	taverns	and	public	houses	across	Europe,	the	
masses	would	gather	for	discussion	and	debate	over	the	latest	ideas	sweeping	the	land.		
From	one	such	meeting	place,	a	small	Cambridge	inn	called	the	White	Horse,	the	
Reformation	came	to	the	English	speaking	world.		Carrying	on	the	tradition,	welcome	to	the	
White	Horse	Inn.	
	
00:01:05	Michael	Horton:	We're	delighted	to	have	as	our	guest	in	this	program	Russell	
Moore,	President	of	the	Ethics	and	Religious	Liberty	Commission	of	the	Southern	Baptist	
Convention.		Wall	Street	Journal	called	him	vigorous,	cheerful	and	fiercely	articulate.		He's	
the	author	of	several	books	including	Adopted	for	Life:	The	Priority	of	Adoption	for	Christian	
Families	and	Churches	and	he	and	his	wife	Maria	are	the	parents	of	five	sons.		Russell,	it's	a	
real	privilege	to	have	you	with	us	on	the	White	Horse	Inn.	
	
00:01:31	Russell	Moore:	It's	great	to	be	with	you,	I've	been	listening	to	the	White	Horse	
Inn	for	years	and	years,	so	it's	an	honor	to	be	on.	
	
00:01:36	Michael	Horton:	Oh	great.		Well	this	book,	Onward	is	eye-opening	and	engaging	
from	start	to	finish,	Engaging	the	Culture	without	Losing	the	Gospel,	isn't	that	one	of	the	
great	challenges	of	the	hour?	
	
00:01:48	Russell	Moore:	It	really	is.		It's	a	difficult	balance	for	us	to	face	and	I	see	many	
temptations	in	my	own	life	to	veer	off	into	ditches	on	either	side.	
	
00:01:57	Michael	Horton:	Well	one	of	the	things	I	appreciate	about	your	work	is	that	
you're	not	a	person	sort	of	throwing	rocks	at	people	engaged	in	the	"culture	wars"	from	the	
sides.		You're	right	in	the	middle	of	that	Christian	engagement	with	the	powers	that	be	and	
are	making	really	important	cases	for	the	value	of	life	and	defense	of	liberty,	so	you're	
definitely	engaged	but	you're	also	critical	of	some	of	the	ways	in	which	Christians	have	
conducted	these	operations.		So	it's	a	real	privilege	to	talk	to	you	about	them,	what	do	you	
think	exactly	has	changed	about	the	status	of	Christianity	in	America?	
	
00:02:40	Russell	Moore:	Well,	what	I	see	going	on	right	now	in	American	Christianity	is	a	
kind	of	a	panic	and	a	panic	that	is	giving	itself	over	to	fear	that	is	rooted	really	in	a	lack	of	
confidence	that	I	think	is	contrary	to	a	biblical	vision	of	God's	sovereignty	and	the	power	of	
the	gospel	and	I	also	think	it's	built	upon	a	faulty	notion	of	the	past.		And	so	I	think	that	for	
a	long	time	in	American	culture,	there	was	this	assumption	that	we	really	were	a	majority	
in	American	life.		You	see	that	whether	we're	talking	about	the	silent	majority	language	of	
the	late	1960s	that's	being	brought	back	now	by	the	Donald	Trump	campaign	or	later	on	
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with	moral	majority,	with	the	rise	of	the	religious	right.		There	was	this	understanding	that	
most	people	in	the	real	America	really	do	agree	with	us.		Maybe	they	don't	agree	with	us	
theologically	but	they	agree	with	us	on	values,	and	I	think	that	was	a	faulty	assumption	
from	the	beginning	and	it	led	to	a	kind	of	Christianity	that	often	privileged	values	over	
gospel,	and	it	really	skewed	priorities	in	some	ways	that	we're	still	paying	for	now.		And	
one	of	the	biggest	challenges	that	I	face	is	in	engaging	a	younger	generation	of	conservative	
evangelicals,	they	often	are	so	put	off	by	the	faults	of	the	last	generation,	whether	that's	the	
exuberance	of	the	power	of	--	or	the	possibility	of	politics	or	whether	that's	the	anger	that	
sometimes	came	through,	that	they	simply	want	to	move	to	the	other	side	and	I	mean	you	
and	I	both	know	whenever	you	meet	an	antinomian,	it's	usually	someone	who	is	coming	
out	of	a	legalist	background	and	vice-versa,	and	so	we	have	a	tendency	to	try	to	go	to	the	
opposite	extreme	to	avoid	the	last	bad	thing.		I	think	that's	a	real	possibility	that	we	have	to	
avoid.	
	
00:04:50	Michael	Horton:	You	write,	“If	we	are	not	a	moral	majority	in	this	country,	then	
what	are	we?		I	would	argue	that	we	should	see	ourselves	as	a	prophetic	minority.		Some	
will	flinch	immediately	at	this	wording,	after	all	they	will	argue	it's	a	concession	of	defeat.		
For	those	for	whom	everything	is	politics,	claiming	minority	status	seems	nonsensical.		The	
Church	of	Jesus	Christ	is	never	a	majority	in	any	fallen	culture,	even	if	we	happen	to	
outnumber	everyone	else	around	us.”		What	do	you	mean	by	that?	
	
00:05:20	Russell	Moore:	Well,	I	mean	that	the	mindset	of	the	people	of	God	is	an	
otherworldly	mindset.		It's	a	challenge	to	the	status	quo	to	the	way	things	are	in	a	fallen	
universe.		So	the	Scripture	tells	us	that	there	is	a	way	that	seems	right	to	a	man	in	the	end	
thereof	is	death.		So	if	we	are	having	minds	that	are	patterned	according	to	the	gospel,	not	
conformed	by	the	world,	then	that	means	that	we	are	going	to	have	a	different	way	of	
viewing	things.		One	of	the	things	that	I	think	we	played	very	dangerously	with	when	we	
started	engaging	in	the	political	process	was	to	play	by	the	same	sorts	of	rules,	which	
means	that	you	need	to	be	able	to	boast	of	your	large	numbers,	and	so	I	mean	we	see	that	
going	on	in	elections	right	now.		There	are	54	million	allegedly	of	evangelicals	who	didn't	
come	out	to	vote	the	last	time	and	they	will	this	time	if	there's	the	right	candidate	and	so	
you	just	need	to	engage	them	and	cater	to	them.		It's	counterintuitive	to	say	most	people	in	
American	life	actually	don't	aspire	to	exactly	the	same	things	that	we	aspire	to	and	we	are	
not	as	many	as	some	of	our	leaders	have	boasted,	but	that	doesn't	mean	that	we're	
powerless	in	the	way	that	the	scripture	defines	power.	
	
00:06:45	Michael	Horton:	So	when	the	media	talk	about	the	evangelical	vote,	there's	
something	dangerous	there	of	--	
	
00:06:52	Russell	Moore:	There	can	be,	yeah,	and	I	think	that	part	of	that	is	because	when	
I'm	dealing	with	journalists,	I	just	dealt	with	this	a	few	minutes	before	getting	on	the	phone	
with	you,	journalists	tend	to	think	of	evangelicals	in	exclusively	political	terms	and	they	
often	are	not	able	to	differentiate	between	the	different	sorts	of	tribes	that	one	has	in	
evangelicalism,	to	be	able	to	say,	you	know	there	really	is	a	huge	difference	between	a	
Kenneth	Copeland	so-called	evangelical	and	a	Billy	Graham	evangelical	or	a	Tim	Keller	
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evangelical	or	so	forth.		But	if	your	only	interaction	with	evangelicals	is	at	the	level	of	
people	who	are	caucusing	in	Iowa,	that	can	cause	a	skewed	vision.	
	
00:07:40	Michael	Horton:	I	have	to	quote	from	page	65	here,	“That	prosperity	gospel	
proclaimed	in	full	gaudiness	is	on	full	display	in	more	tasteful	and	culturally	appropriate	
forms.		The	idea	of	the	respectability	of	Christian	witness	in	a	Christian	America	that's	
defined	by	morality	and	success,	not	by	the	gospel	of	crucifixion	and	resurrection,	is	just	
another	example	of	importing	Jesus	to	maintain	one's	best	life	now.		Jesus	could	have	
remained	beloved	in	Nazareth	by	healing	some	people	and	levitating	some	chairs	and	
keeping	quiet	about	how	different	his	kingdom	is,	but	Jesus	persistently	has	to	wreck	
everything	and	the	illusions	of	Christian	America	are	no	more	immune	than	the	illusions	of	
Israelite	Galilee.		If	we	see	the	universe	as	the	Bible	sees	it,	we	will	not	try	to	reclaim	some	
lost	golden	age.		We	will	see	an	invisible	conflict	of	the	kingdoms,	a	Satanic	horror	show	
being	invaded	by	the	reign	of	Christ.		If	the	kingdom	is	where	Christ	is,	then	we	dare	not	
assume	the	power	of	the	state	for	the	purposes	of	the	church	and	we	dare	not	subordinate	
the	ministries	of	the	church	to	the	authority	of	the	state.		The	kingdom	is	defined	by	the	
gospel	and	the	gospel	is	defined	by	the	kingdom.”	Wow,	I	mean	are	you	suggesting	that	it's	
precisely	because	Christianity	regards	as	ultimate	a	kingdom	that	is	not	of	this	age,	it	can	
have	a	different	witness	in	the	kingdoms	of	this	age,	even	simply	by	saying	that	what	
happens	in	elections	is	not	ultimate?	
	
00:09:16	Russell	Moore:	It	is	not	ultimate,	but	yeah	that's	right,	which	doesn't	mean	that	
it's	not	important,	but	it	does	mean	that	it's	not	ultimate,	which	I	think	is	not	only	
something	that	saves	our	souls	by	centering	us	in	the	gospel	of	Christ	and	knowing	what	is	
really	ultimate	and	what	is	really	of	ultimate	significance,	but	it	also	enables	us	to	serve	
even	as	citizens.		One	of	the	primary	needs	that	we	have	as	American	citizens	is	the	ability	
to	know	that	the	state	isn't	ultimate,	and	that	the	culture	of	the	moment	isn't	ultimate.		The	
sorts	of	people	who	can	recognize	that	make	the	best	citizens,	and	so	I	believe	we	actually	
can	be	Americans	best	when	we're	not	Americans	first.		And	when	we	have	a	certain	sort	of	
distance	from	our	American	identity,	that	frees	us	to	be	good	citizens	and	it	doesn't	
necessarily	lead	to	some	sort	of	sectarian	withdrawal	but	it	means	that	we're	the	sort	of	
people	who	are	able	to	pledge	allegiance	where	we	can	and	where	we	ought	but	we	
recognize	the	limits	of	those	allegiances.	
	
00:10:27	Michael	Horton:	I	am	sure	that	you	are	quite	familiar	with	the	so-called	Benedict	
Option	that	has	been	put	out	there.		Could	you	explain	that	and	then	maybe	respond	to	the	
success	that	you	think	that	model	is	having,	particularly	the	odd	alliance	of	Anabaptist	and	
Roman	Catholic	thought	as	many	are	attracted	to	a	kind	of	new	monasticism?	
	
00:10:50	Russell	Moore:	Yeah,	the	Benedict	Option,	one	of	the	lead	proponents	of	that,	
Rod	Dreher,	is	a	good	friend	of	mine.		We've	talked	about	Benedict	Option	repeatedly.		And	
what	I	often	say	is	I	don't	deny	anything	that	the	Benedict	Option	affirms.	
	
00:11:07	Michael	Horton:	Can	you	tell	us	first	of	all	what	it	is.	
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00:11:09	Russell	Moore:	Yeah,	it's	the	idea	coming	out	of	Alasdair	MacIntyre	that	says	that	
what	we	need	is	a	conserving	of	the	Christian	traditions,	which	means	we	need	a	new	
monastic	community.		It's	not	necessarily	monasteries	but	communities	that	are	in	certain	
ways	walled	off	from	the	outside	community	in	order	to	keep	the	light	burning	for	a	future	
generation.		I	don't	deny	that.		I	think	that's	critically	important	that	we	create	these	
alternative	institutions	chief	among	them	of	course,	being	an	institution	that	we	don't	
create	at	all	which	is	the	church,	but	a	church	that	does	understand	where	it	comes	from	
and	where	it's	going	and	that	spends	time	habituating	children	and	the	next	generation	on	
what	it	means	when	they	think	of	“we,”	so	that	when	we	think	of	“we,”	we	don't	primarily	
think	in	terms	of	our	generational	demographic	or	our	national	identity	but	we	think	of	
“we”	in	terms	of	the	global	Body	of	Christ	spanning	time	as	well	as	space.		I	think	that	is	
critically	important	and	the	Benedict	Option	is	right	about	that.		Where	I	think	the	Benedict	
Option	goes	wrong	is	there	is	a	certain	gloominess	about	culture	and	particularly	American	
culture	that	goes	along	with	the	Benedict	Option	that	I	simply	don't	share.		I	really	don't	
think	that	we	are	entering	into	a	new	dark	ages	in	a	way	that's	different	from	what	the	
church	has	encountered	in	past	years.		And	so	I	really	tend	to	think	we're	encountering	the	
same	sorts	of	things	that	we	have	encountered	before,	some	of	them	are	not	as	failed	as	
they	were	in	previous	years,	but	I	just	don't	have	the	idea	of	persistently	downward	regress	
any	more	than	I	hold	to	the	progressive	myth	of	infinitely	upward	progress.		I	don't	think	
that's	an	evangelical	view	of	history.	
	
00:13:12	Michael	Horton:	You	mentioned	a	moment	ago	antinomianism	and	legalism	
being	two	poles	that	we	swing	back	and	forth	from	and	toward.		Can	you	say	the	same	thing	
about	cultural	transformation	on	one	hand	and	this	kind	of	hand	ringing	on	the	other?		
Doesn't	the	hand	ringing	stem	from	an	overconfidence	in	our	abilities	to	make	the	culture	
Christian	in	the	first	place?	
	
00:13:37	Russell	Moore:	Well	it	really	does,	that's	why	we	see	the	sort	of	panic	that	we	
have	right	now	because	there	is	a	narrative	of	loss.		Something	has	been	lost.		And	of	course	
there	are	always	things	that	are	lost	and	there	are	things	that	we	can	look	around	culturally	
and	say,	this	is	a	cultural	loss	that	we	are	experiencing	but	when	you	spiritualize	that	to	the	
sense	that	what	you	really	are	experiencing	is	the	sort	of	emotion	that	the	Israelites	would	
have	had	with	the	loss	of	the	Ark	of	the	Covenant.		Now	you're	moving	into	a	very	different	
evaluation	of	what's	happening,	I	think	that's	exactly	right.		When	you	have	the	sense	of	
we're	the	real	America	and	we	are	a	majority	in	this	country	and	then	you	look	around	and	
you	see	that	all	of	your	efforts	haven't	panned	out	the	way	that	you	thought	they	would,	
then	that	leads	to	a	sort	of	siege	mentality.		That's	one	part	of	it.		The	other	part	of	it	is	that	
if	you	have	an	evangelical	Christianity	that	has	leadership	disconnected	from	church	life	
and	from	real	churches,	then	typically	what	we	end	up	with	is	a	kind	of	Christianity	that	is	
driven	by	donor	basis	and	by	fundraising	and	that	ends	up	with	a	kind	of	culture	war	
industrial	complex	just	like	the	rest	of	the	world.		In	order	to	motivate	people,	we	have	to	
convince	people	that	now	is	worse	than	any	other	time	in	the	history	of	the	world	and	the	
way	that	you	can	act	is	by	filling	out	this	card	and	sending	this	check	to	this	ministry	or	this	
political	action	committee	or	what	have	you.		I	think	the	two	things	work	together	in	a	way	
that	can	lead	to	this	constant	swirl	of	anxiety	on	the	part	of	everyday	Christians.	
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00:15:22	Michael	Horton:	You	advocate	what	you	call	engaged	alienation.		Can	you	define	
that?		What	do	you	mean	by	an	engaged	alienation	and	can	you	apply	it	in	some	real-life	
local	congregational	type	examples?	
	
00:15:35	Russell	Moore:	Well,	I	think	we	need	to	not	be	fearful	of	the	strangeness	of	
Christianity	and	I	think	that's	one	of	the	ways	that	we	often	go	off	the	rails	is	to	worry	
about	those	aspects	of	the	Christian	gospel	that	are	going	to	seem	bizarre	to	people,	and	I	
think	that	can	happen	on	the	left	or	on	the	right,	I	mean	we	see	that	happening	on	the	left	
right	now	with	a	capitulation	for	instance	on	Christian	sexual	ethics.		It's	the	same	sort	of	
thing	that	we	saw	a	hundred	years	ago.		You	had	people	saying,	well,	contemporary	modern	
people	are	not	going	to	be	able	to	be	Christians	if	they	have	to	accept	virgin	births	and	
empty	tombs,	so	let's	just	give	them	golden	rule	ethics	and	those	sorts	of	things	and	strip	all	
of	that	away.		What	happens	is	that	those	churches	that	went	that	route	are	withering	and	
dying.		Now,	people	are	saying	the	same	thing	about	if	you're	going	to	reach	millenials,	if	
you're	going	to	reach	the	next	generation,	you	have	to	do	away	with	the	Christian	
understanding	of	sexuality.		That	completely	ignores	the	fact	that	a	Christian	sexual	ethic	
and	a	Christian	view	of	the	miraculous	were	always	offensive	and	always	incredible	to	the	
people	who	are	initially	receiving	them,	that's	why	Joseph	when	Mary	told	him	that	she's	
pregnant,	his	response	is	not,	well	it's	beginning	to	look	a	lot	like	Christmas.		His	response	
is,	well,	you	obviously	must	have	been	involved	with	some	other	man	because	he	knows	
how	babies	are	conceived,	and	a	Christian	sexual	ethic	has	always	been	controversial,	it's	a	
taking	up	of	a	cross	and	walking	and	following	Christ.			
	
And	so	there's	on	the	left	the	sense	of	let's	get	rid	of	those	aspects	that	aren't	going	to	fit	in	
the	ambient	culture.		On	the	right	it	has	to	do	with	talking	about	values	first	and	sometimes	
even	using	those	values	as	the	bridge	by	which	we	reach	people	with	Jesus,	and	so	we	see	
that	in	a	lot	of	the	ways	that	the	churches	have	talked	about	marriage	for	instance	over	the	
last	generation	and	family.		You	can	reach	non-Christian	people	by	talking	about	how	to	
have	healthy	marriages	because	you	know	that	they	aspire	to	the	same	sort	of	vision	of	
marriage,	so	you	come	in	and	say,	here's	how	you	communicate,	here's	how	you	have	a	
healthy	parenting	relationship,	here's	how	you	have	a	date	night	and	Jesus	helps	you	to	
have	all	of	those	things	and	to	make	all	of	those	things	work.		I	think	that	the	New	
Testament	model	is	one	that	doesn't	run	away	from	the	strangeness	of	the	gospel	which	is	
Christ	in	him	crucified	for	sinners.		It	leans	into	that	and	one	of	the	things	that	strikes	me,	
whenever	I'm	reading	through	the	gospels	or	through	the	Book	of	Acts,	Jesus	and	the	
apostles,	whenever	they	seem	to	be	making	sense	to	the	crowds	around	them,	they	always	
assume	you're	not	getting	what	I'm	saying	and	continue	to	press	it	that	Jesus,	unless	you	
eat	my	flesh	and	drink	my	blood	you	have	no	life	in	you.		There's	a	pressing	of	that	message	
until	people	see,	this	is	strikingly	different.		This	is	not	just	adding	Jesus	to	my	already	
existing	life	plan,	this	totally	wrecks	it.		And	I	think	we	have	to	be	more	than	willing	to	do	
that	in	the	age	to	come.	
	
00:18:57	Michael	Horton:	It	sounds	like	when	you	use	that	term	engaged	alienation,	
you're	holding	two	things	together	on	one	hand,	it's	strange	and	we	can't	lose	the	
strangeness	and	the	distinctiveness	of	the	Christian	faith	to	either	the	left	or	the	right,	but	
it's	also	engaged,	it's	not	the	Benedict	Option.		It's	not	running	from	the	culture	into	our	
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enclaves,	it's	still	being	engaged	in	the	culture.		How	does	our	hope	in	Christ	actually	
encourage	us	to	be	engaged	instead	of	always	either	antagonistic	or	run	away	into	our	
enclaves?	
	
00:19:30	Russell	Moore:	Well,	I	think	if	we	have	a	truly	evangelical	view	of	conversion,	as	
well	as	a	Christian	view	of	the	image	of	God,	then	that's	going	to	change	the	way	that	we	see	
the	people	around	us	and	the	way	that	we	see	the	culture	around	us,	rather	than	seeing	the	
people	who	disagree	with	us	as	our	ultimate	enemies.		We	see	the	people	around	us	as	at	
least	potentially	our	future	brothers	and	sisters	in	Christ.		And	if	you	hold	to	a	kind	of	a	
semi-Pelagian	view	of	a	Christian	heresy,	then	that	would	mean	that	the	people	who	are	
almost	with	you,	the	sort	of	people	who	are	likely	to	be	Christians	just	need	that	extra	little	
bit	of	information	to	add	to	their	traditional	family	values	and	then	they	may	be	with	us.		
But	if	you	hold	to	a	biblical	understanding	of	the	gospel,	then	that	means	that	every	person	
outside	of	Christ	is	hiding	from	the	voice	of	Christ,	hiding	behind	different	things	but	hiding	
nonetheless	and	that	the	Spirit	of	God	speaking	through	the	voice	of	Jesus	and	the	gospel	
can	transform	any	heart.		I	mean	so	the	Apostle	Paul,	Saul	of	Tarsus,	is	not	the	sort	of	
person	who	is	likely	to	be	won	over	by	the	Christian	community.		The	response	would	be	to	
say	Saul	of	Tarsus	is	the	furthest	extreme	from	us.		And	what	does	God	do?		He	delights	in	
taking	someone	like	that,	turning	him	around,	not	only	making	him	part	of	the	church	but	
as	a	leader	of	the	church.		And	so	it's	a	hard	temptation	for	me	sometimes	when	I'm	having	
to	deal	with	people	who	hate	Christianity,	caricature	Christianity,	see	us	all	as	bigots	and	
haters	and	so	forth,	that	the	temptation	is	to	at	least	internally	see	those	people	as	my	
enemies	to	be	vaporized	with	my	arguments.		And	that's	not	unique	to	me	just	because	of	
the	job	that	I	have.		Every	Christian	right	now	has	that	temptation	in	some	way	whether	it's	
on	Facebook	or	in	some	other	way	or	dealing	with	prodigal	kids	or	dealing	with	college	
professors	or	what	have	you.		But	if	you	really	step	back	and	say,	it	may	be	that	this	person	
is	my	future	brother,	sister	in	Christ,	this	person	may	be	the	one	that	God	uses	to	evangelize	
my	children	or	grandchildren	or	great	grandchildren,	even	if	right	now	that	person	is	a	
Wiccan	priestess,	or	right	now	that	person	is	an	atheist	philosopher	or	a	hostile	journalist	
or	what	have	you,	I	think	that	changes	the	way	that	we	see	people	and	it	also	gives	to	us	the	
confidence	that	we	as	the	people	of	Christ	ought	to	have,	because	we're	not	on	the	wrong	
side	of	history	any	more	than	we	have	been	since	AD	33	and	we	have	a	promise	that	Jesus	
has	given	which	is	the	gates	of	hell	will	not	prevail.		So	if	we	really	have	confidence	in	that,	
that's	going	to	give	us	a	sense	of	kindness	towards	the	people	around	us	and	a	sense	of	
patience	as	we	press	the	truth	claims	of	Christ.	
	
00:22:44	Michael	Horton:	You	define	the	church	as	an	embassy	of	the	future.		If	the	church	
that	Christ	is	building	is	an	embassy	of	the	future,	what	does	that	look	like?		What	do	you	
mean	by	that?	
	
00:22:54	Russell	Moore:	Well,	we	hear	a	lot	about	contextualization	and	rightly	so	I	
believe	in	contextualization,	you	want	to	make	sure	that	people	understand	what	it	is	that	
you're	saying,	but	often	I	think	we	are	contextualizing	simply	to	the	present.		I	think	we	
need	to	contextualize	to	the	future	so	that	the	church	is	not	simply	enabling	people	to	hear	
the	gospel	in	their	present	context,	but	the	church	is	showing	people	what	the	future	looks	
like,	what	the	kingdom	of	God	looks	like.		So	I	think	James	2	for	instance	is	really	instructive	
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there,	where	James	says,	you	seat	the	rich	person	who's	in	fine	apparel,	you	say,	come	and	
sit	up	here	and	you	show	partiality.		Well,	if	you	think	about	it	for	a	minute,	that	makes	
perfect	sense,	that	seems	to	be	something	that	the	church	ought	to	be	doing	because	the	
person	in	fine	apparel	is	somebody	with	cultural	power.		If	you	want	the	gospel	to	go	
forward,	then	you	would	want	to	have	those	culture	makers	who	are	receiving	the	gospel.		
It's	the	same	sort	of	thing	that	we	see	with	our	evangelical	testimonies.		You	find	the	beauty	
queen	or	the	corporate	CEO	or	someone	that	everyone	already	would	see	as	admirable	or	
who	could	already	command	attention	and	have	that	person	talk	about	Christ	and	that's	
going	to	garner	attention.		And	what	James	says	is	no,	no,	no,	no,	don't	you	know	that	God	
has	chosen	the	poor,	the	powerless	to	be	rich	in	faith	and	heirs	of	the	kingdom.		So	James	is	
saying	to	them,	you	think	you're	playing	church	politics	here	but	you	don't	have	a	long	
enough	view	of	the	future	and	I	think	that	that	ought	to	show	up	in	our	churches	where	we	
really	understand	that	that	hotel	maid	who	can	barely	speak	English	but	who	trusts	in	Jesus	
Christ,	powerless	in	her	context	right	now,	is	a	future	queen	of	the	universe	and	she	is	
treated	that	way.		And	I	think	that	when	you	have	churches	where	the	same	people	who	are	
in	charge	would	be	in	charge	even	if	Jesus	were	still	dead,	that's	a	problem,	and	I	do	think	
we	have	a	great	deal	of	kind	of	unwitting	theistic,	social	Darwinism	that	tends	to	go	on	in	
church	life	that	contradicts	what	we	really	mean	when	we	say	we	are	marching	to	Zion	to	
the	kingdom	that	Jesus	is	establishing.	
	
00:25:23	Michael	Horton:	It	sounds	like	what	you're	saying	here	is	you	can't	have	
churches	where	the	gospel	isn't	really	shaping	the	culture	of	that	church,	so	that	it	actually	
has	plausibility	structure,	and	then	go	out	into	the	political	arena	to	try	to	stop	same	sex	
marriage.		As	I	read	your	book	and	we're	having	this	conversation,	the	difference	between	
on	one	hand	a	congregation	where	people	who	identify	themselves	as	homosexual	would	
be	in	a	church	that	on	paper	believes	the	gospel	but	there's	no	discipline.		They	can	come	to	
the	Lord's	Table	and	still	be	practicing	homosexuals	or	on	the	other	hand	where	they	are	
constantly	given	the	cold	shoulder,	if	they	would	walk	into	our	church	they	would	be	
treated	as	pariahs.	Are	you	talking	about	churches	where	there	is	a	living	kind	of	ecosystem	
where	the	gospel	has	plausibility?	People	walk	into	that	situation	and	there	is	a	no	to	same	
sex	marriage	for	example,	and	yet	the	way	they	treat	people	who	don't	yet	recognize	Jesus	
Christ	as	Lord,	there's	a	plausibility	that	being	pro-life	is	wrapped	in	a	context	where	
people	actually	care	for	women	who	are	struggling	with	keeping	their	babies	and	there	is	a	
love	for	unwed	mothers	and	so	forth.	
		
00:26:54	Russell	Moore:	Exactly.		I	think	that	has	to	do	with	the	fact	that	if	we	don't	do	
that,	then	what	we	end	up	doing	is	unwittingly	repudiating	the	gospel,	because	Scripture	
tells	us	in	1	Corinthians	5,	Paul	says,	who	do	I	judge,	I	do	not	judge	those	who	are	on	the	
outside	as	those	who	are	in	the	inside	that	I	judge,	and	we	typically	turn	that	around	
because	it's	easier.		What	we	want	to	do	is	to	judge,	hold	accountable	the	people	who	are	on	
the	outside	and	not	hold	accountable	the	people	who	are	on	the	inside.		If	you're	not	willing	
to	for	instance	guard	the	Lord's	Table	from	unrepentant	sinners,	then	you're	saying	to	
people,	you	will	not	surely	die.		That's	the	message	of	the	devil,	that's	not	the	voice	of	
Christ.		And	if	you	simply	stand	up	and	rail	against	sinners	without	an	understanding	of	the	
cross	and	of	what	it	means	to	be	both	undergoing	the	justice	of	God	in	the	cross	and	being	
freely	justified	by	the	Blood	of	Christ	in	the	cross,	then	you're	going	to	end	up	suggesting	to	
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people	that	the	gospel	is	only	for	people	who	are	sinners	in	some	sort	of	way	that	really	
isn't	that	bad,	and	that	also	is	a	repudiation	of	the	gospel.			
	
And	so	I	think	that	that	takes	an	entire	congregation	that	works	itself	out	with	embodying	
the	principles	of	the	kingdom	and	bearing	one	another's	burdens	and	loving	one	another,	
exercising	our	gifts	and	it	is	articulating	things,	including	things	that	--	when	I	was	in	
pastoral	ministry,	one	of	the	most	helpful	things	was	having	to	do	one-on-one	counseling	
with	people,	and	I	don't	really	like	it.		It's	not	one	of	those	things	that	I'm	naturally	gifted	at,	
but	it	helped	me	because	if	I	didn't	do	that,	then	what	would	typically	happen	is	that	when	
I'm	standing	up	and	offering	the	gospel	to	sinners,	I	would	typically	simply	be	thinking	
through	the	sorts	of	examples	that	I	experienced	in	my	own	life	or	people	that	are	very	
close	to	me	experienced,	which	means	that	I	leave	out	an	entire	category	of	people	who	are	
being	accused	in	the	sort	of	way	where	they're	either	saying,	I'm	not	really	good	enough	for	
the	gospel,	I'm	so	far	gone,	the	gospel	is	not	for	me,	or	I'm	not	so	bad.		And	so	I	have	to	have	
that	kind	of	intel	that	comes	with	being	with	the	whole	rest	of	the	Body	of	Christ	as	well	as	
being	with	the	mission	field	in	order	to	stand	up	and	say,	no,	no,	no,	no,	Jesus	isn't	
surprised	by	you.		Jesus	isn't	shocked	by	you.		He	knows	what's	going	on	in	your	life	and	
nonetheless	he	providentially	ordered	that	you	would	be	seated	here	today	to	hear	this	
message	of	invitation,	repent	and	believe.	
	
00:29:46	Michael	Horton:	So	without	disengaging	from	the	culture,	we	need	to	see	more	
and	more	our	churches	become	places	where	the	words	of	truth	are	actually	embodied	in	
reasonably	truthful	living	that	is	consistent	with	that.	
	
00:30:04	Russell	Moore:	Yeah,	that's	right	and	also	in	modeling	for	people	how	to	
articulate	a	Christian	gospel	to	people	who	don't	understand	it.		I	think	that	there	are	some	
churches	that	do	this	well	and	there	are	many	churches	that	do	not,	because	they	still	are	
operating	in	a	Bible	belt	sort	of	mentality	where	you	assume	that	the	people	around	you	
are	asking	how	do	I	have	a	good	marriage	and	go	to	heaven.		And	increasingly,	that	is	not	
the	sort	of	question	on	the	minds	of	American	people	and	certainly	not	other	place	in	the	
world.		So,	we	have	to	be	dealing	not	just	with	caricatures	but	really	confronting	those	
alternatives	to	a	Christian	way	of	living	and	seeing	and	teaching	people	and	modeling	for	
people	how	to	have	those	conversations	and	then	how	to	live	with	people	who	disagree.	
	
00:31:03	Michael	Horton:	You	argue	that	there	wasn't	really	a	cultural	war	since	our	
churches	have	always	been	in	step	with	the	broader	culture.		That's	counterintuitive	to	a	lot	
of	people.		Can	you	unpack	that	a	little?	
	
00:31:13	Russell	Moore:	Yeah,	I'm	not	arguing	that	there's	not	a	culture	war.		I'm	arguing	
that	the	culture	war	is	not	as	light	and	darkness	as	we	typically	like	to	think.		What	has	
unfortunately	happened	for	a	long	time,	especially	in	American	church	life,	is	that	the	
church	has	accommodated	itself	to	the	outside	culture	20	or	30	years	past	the	rest	of	the	
culture.		So	you	can	see	that	for	instance	with	the	divorce	revolution.	It's	not	that	churches	
gave	up	a	biblical	view	of	divorce	and	remarriage.		Very	few	churches	articulated	divorces,	
liberating	and	self-actualizing	and	what	have	you,	but	divorce	simply	became	normal	to	us.		
And	so	when	we	talk	about	divorce,	we	talk	about	divorce	in	therapeutic	terms.		When	we	
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minister	around	divorce,	we	typically	do	that	in	divorce	recovery	and	those	sorts	of	things	
which	are	all	fine,	but	we	don't	deal	with	divorce	in	terms	of	sin.		Whatever	one's	position	is	
on	divorce	and	remarriage	and	the	exception	clauses,	even	with	the	most	allowably	
expansive	view	of	that,	many,	many	divorces	and	remarriages	happening	in	our	churches	
fall	outside	of	that	and	we	don't	speak	to	that	and	address	it	because	it	just	seems	normal	
to	us,	which	means	that	we	leave	people	under	accusation.		They	can't	come	to	the	place	of	
truly	finding	liberation	and	freedom	from	that	in	the	gospel	if	we	don't	ever	speak	of	it	in	
terms	of	a	sin	issue.		And	so	that	has	happened	repeatedly	within	our	churches	and	we	
don't	even	recognize	that	we're	already	where	the	culture	is.	
	
00:32:57	Michael	Horton:	What	then	does	social	witness	look	like,	Russell,	in	actual	
concrete	practice,	is	it	the	church,	is	social	witness	just	individuals	living	out	their	Christian	
faith?		What	does	social	witness	really	mean?		What	should	it	mean	in	our	context	today?	
	
00:33:16	Russell	Moore:	Well,	I	think	what	we	have	to	do	is	to	speak	with	a	“Thus	sayeth	
the	Lord”	on	those	social	issues	where	God	has	clearly	spoken	in	scripture.		Then	we	have	
to,	on	issues	that	are	simply	at	the	principal	level	in	scripture,	we	shape	and	form	
consciences	of	people	in	order	to	apply	those	principles	and	then	there	are	going	to	be	
other	issues	that	we	don't	speak	to	at	all	because	we	don't	have	a	clear	word	from	
scripture.		Now	we	already	know	how	to	do	that.		We	already	do	it	when	it	comes	to	
personal	ethics.		So	if	someone	comes	to	me	and	says,	I'm	just	trying	to	really	think	through	
God's	will	for	my	life,	should	I	leave	my	wife	for	my	secretary?		The	answer	is	no	and	the	
word	of	God	says	no,	you	should	not	do	that.		On	the	other	hand,	someone	may	come	to	me	
and	say,	I'm	trying	to	think	through	whether	or	not	my	teenage	daughter	ought	to	have	an	
iPhone.		Well,	I	have	some	principles	from	scripture	that	I	think	can	help	that	person	to	
think	through	that	issue,	but	I'm	not	going	to	discipline	the	parent	if	they	make	a	decision	
different	than	mine.		And	then	there	are	going	to	be	some	issues	that	are	Romans	14	sorts	
of	issues	of	conscience	that	I'm	not	going	to	address	at	all.		I	think	the	same	thing	happens	
in	terms	of	our	social	witness.		We	have	to	be	the	people	who	say	as	the	people	of	God,	
enslaving	human	beings	is	wicked.		We	have	to	be	the	people	who	say,	aborting	unborn	
children	is	wicked.		We	have	to	be	the	people	who	are	speaking	to	that	and	working,	
especially	given	the	fact	that	we	are	in	a	different	situation	and	in	an	American	republic	
than	the	first	disciples	were	in	the	Roman	Empire,	because	in	a	democratic	republic,	the	
ultimate	ground	of	authority	is	the	people.		So	the	Romans	13	accountability	to	wield	the	
sword,	in	our	context	doesn't	just	apply	to	the	president	or	the	members	of	congress,	it	
ultimately	applies	to	the	people	who	are	delegating	that	to	them.		And	so	the	responsibility	
of	the	church	is	to	train	people	how	to	live	out	their	lives	as	Christians,	in	all	of	the	different	
vocations	they	have,	one	of	those	vocations	being	as	citizen.		So	there	are	going	to	be	some	
things	that	we	speak	to	clearly,	definitively,	other	things	we	speak	to	at	the	level	of	
principle	and	then	other	things	we	don't	speak	to	at	all.		I	don't	think	there	is	a	Christian	
view	on	the	balance	budget	amendment	or	the	line-item	veto.		I	have	a	position	on	gun	
control,	but	my	Second	Amendment	views	are	not	rooted	in	my	first	or	second	
commandment	views,	and	so	I	speak	to	that	very	differently.		On	the	other	hand,	if	I	
encountered	someone	who	would	say,	yeah,	I	think	that	everyone	has	the	right	to	bear	
arms	and	to	shoot	innocent	people,	that's	a	clear	moral	principle	to	which	I	would	speak	
with	a	resounding	word	from	God.	
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00:36:12	Michael	Horton:	And	if	we	don't,	that	the	church	loses	its	authority	when	it	does	
speak.	
	
00:36:18	Russell	Moore:	That's	exactly	right.		I	remember	being	a	teenager	in	my	home	
church	and	someone	had	put	out	one	of	these	Christian	voting	guides	that	were	popular	at	
the	time	and	it	had	a	Christian	view	on	abortion,	I	do	think	there's	a	Christian	view	on	
abortion	and	several	other	things,	but	it	had	a	Christian	view	on	foreign	aid	and	a	Christian	
view	on	a	line-item	veto,	and	I	even	as	a	teenager	was	able	to	recognize,	oh	okay,	well	this	
is	just	someone's	political	party	that	they've	kind	of	lined	Bible	verses	up	against.		That	sort	
of	witness,	not	only	is	not	consistent	with	the	Bible,	it	also	is	ultimately	self-defeating	
because	it	breeds	cynicism.	
	
00:36:59	Michael	Horton:	Thank	you	for	your	wise	words.		Russell	Moore	is	the	author	of	
Onward:	Engaging	the	Culture	without	Losing	the	Gospel.		It	has	been	a	pleasure	to	talk	to	
you	about	some	of	these	things.		Thanks	for	taking	the	time.	
	
00:37:11	Russell	Moore:	Great	to	talk	with	you,	I'm	really	grateful	for	your	ministry	and	
for	that	of	Modern	Ref	and	White	Horse	Inn.	
	
00:37:17	Michael	Horton:	Thanks	so	much,	take	care.	
	
00:37:19	Russell	Moore:	You	too.	
	
00:37:22	Narrator:		The	White	Horse	Inn	is	a	listener	supported	broadcast.		For	more	
information	about	this	program,	visit	us	online	at	whitehorseinn.org.		If	you	sign	up	as	an	
innkeeper,	architect	or	reformer,	not	only	will	you	get	a	complimentary	subscription	to	our	
magazine	Modern	Reformation,	but	you'll	also	get	longer	editions	of	every	White	Horse	Inn	
broadcast.		To	find	out	how	to	join	one	of	these	support	programs,	click	on	the	support	tab	
of	our	website,	whitehorseinn.org.		You	can	also	give	us	a	call	at	1-800-890-7556.		That's	1-
800-890-7556.		We'll	see	you	next	time	at	the	White	Horse	Inn.	
	


