
 

 

BC Goes Wild Weekend! Wildlife Counts Contest 

It’s a wild, wild weekend in BC, September 17th and 18th. That’s the weekend that WildSafeBC is 
celebrating the great diversity of wildlife we have in the province while focusing on ways to “keep 
wildlife wild and communities safe.” 
 
One way to celebrate the BC Goes Wild weekend is to participate in our wildlife count competition. The 
idea is simple: see, identify and record as much wildlife as you can in BC in a 48 hour period. 
 

1. Contest runs from 00:00 a.m. Saturday, Sept. 17th to 24:00 (p.m.) Sunday, Sept. 18th, 2016  

2. All wildlife counted must be free-ranging (not captive)  

3. Species can be seen or heard  

4. Use of camera traps is permitted but only images captured and seen within the contest time are 

allowed.  

5. All laws must be adhered to in seeking out your species.  

6. Due to the difference in difficulty of finding different types of wildlife there are points awarded 

as follows for species in these different categories seen and identified: 

a. Mammals 25  

b. Birds 5  

c. Reptiles 50  

d. Amphibians 50  

e. Fish 35  

f. Invertebrates 5 

Remember, as with all WildSafeBC activities, the message is to "keep wildlife wild and communities 
safe." This means observing wildlife in a respectful manner that does not put the animal or the observer 
at risk of undue stress or injury. 
 
Tips for enjoying your Wildlife Counts Weekend: 

1. Print out several Observation Forms (next page) to keep track of your sightings.  

2. Take pictures of your special sightings – especially if they are rare or your friends aren’t going to 

believe you – and get some shots of the day itself. 

3. Keep your distance – it’s safer for you and for the wildlife. Check out www.wildsafebc.com for a 

more in-depth discussion about safe wildlife viewing. If the wildlife you’re watching is reacting 

to your presence you’re probably too close; if you feel uncomfortable you’re definitely too close. 

4. Let someone know where you are going. If yours will be an involved expedition make a plan and 

stick to it and then share that plan with some who will actually alert the authorities if you go 

missing (so probably best not to use the guy who wants your corner office at work). 

5. Get some guide books that will help you identify your target species. 

6. Enter your findings at: http://www.inaturalist.org/projects/bc-goes-wild-wildlife-count OR Scan 

your completed Observation Form and send the file to bcgw@wildsafebc.com along with any 

photos from the day. You can also post updates and photos to our Facebook Page “Wildsafebc” 

Please Note: All entries will be entered into a draw for a camera with an extra long zoom lens  

(value approximately $200)  

http://www.wildsafebc.com/
http://www.inaturalist.org/projects/bc-goes-wild-wildlife-count
mailto:bcgw@wildsafebc.com


 

BC Goes Wild Weekend!  Wildlife Counts Observation Form 

 

Name of Observer(s): ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Hometown/Location during Wildlife Counts: _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Phone Number or email address: ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Date Time Species Observed 
Number of 
Individuals 

Additional Notes 
Category 

(M,B,R,A,F,I*) 
Points 

 

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

       

*M-Mammal (25 pts), B-Bird (5 pts), R-Reptile (50 pts), A-Amphibian (50 pts), F-Fish (35 pts), I-Invertebrate (5 pts) 

      TOTAL POINTS FOR WILDLIFE COUNTS WEEKEND:_______ 


