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General Information 
WildSNAP 
Monitoring 
Coordinator 

Peter Woodruff, American Conservation Experience 

Phone (801) 989-7069 

Main Office 
Phone (801) 946-5201 

E-mail wsa@usaconservation.org  

Mailing Address 
623 East 2100 South, Suite #B1 

Salt Lake City, UT 84106 

 

BLM Field Office Moab Field Office 

Phone (435) 259-2100 

E-mail BLM_UT_MB_Mail@blm.gov 

Hours Monday through Friday, 8am-4:30pm. Closed federal 
holidays.  

Mailing Address 82 East Dogwood, Moab, UT 84532 

District Office  Canyon Country District 

Website https://www.blm.gov/programs/national-conservation-
lands/utah 

 

For Emergencies: Call 911 

  

mailto:wsa@usaconservation.org
https://www.blm.gov/programs/national-conservation-lands/utah
https://www.blm.gov/programs/national-conservation-lands/utah
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This map is geo-referenced

BLM Field Office
82 Dogwood Ave, Moab, UT 84532

Phone: 435-259-2100
Moab Field Office
Behind the Rocks Wilderness Study Area

* DISCLAIMER: This information is provided as a courtesy only, no 
warranty, expressed or implied, is made as to the current validity of this 
information. Trail ratings are only intended to serve as general overviews 
of difficulty levels, and may vary from the trail ratings in other areas you 
are familiar with. Weather events can quickly alter trail conditions and 
increase difficulty levels, be prepared for changing conditions at all times. 
Unsecured, abandoned mines may be present near the trails-for your 
safety, never enter abandoned mines. The BLM is not liable for any 
incidents arising from the use of the information presented here-each 
user is solely responsible for their own safety while enjoying their public 
lands. Produced December 2016.0 3 6
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Preparing to Monitor 
Preparing for a field visit  
Print a copy of the “General Orientation Guide: Basics of Wilderness Study Area 
Monitoring” and this site-specific guide from wildsnap.org. Take printed copies of 
relevant maps. Copies of the Moab and La Sal 1:100K surface management maps are 
available for purchase from local BLM Offices (https://www.blm.gov/contact/utah). 
Long-term volunteers may qualify for free maps under administrative use and a 
volunteer agreement; discuss with your BLM liaison.  

Setting and Terrain  

Behind the Rocks Wilderness Study Area (WSA) is located in Grand and San Juan 
Counties, immediately southwest of Moab, UT (pop. 5,130). The WSA parallels the 
edge of the Moab Rim cliffline southwest of the town; the southern side is bordered by 
Hunters Canyon and the Behind the Rocks Jeep trail; and the Prittchett Canyon Jeep 
trail forms the western boundary. The WSA is about 11 miles long (north to south) and 
ranges from 0.5 to 3 miles wide (east to west).  

Landforms in the WSA include massive Navajo sandstone domes and fins, steep cliffs, 
and several natural arches. Sixty percent of the area is barren of vegetation with the 
remainder in juniper and desert shrubs. The extreme topography of this WSA makes 
cross-country foot travel very challenging, yet possible for experienced hikers. The 
highly scenic rock fins traversing the WSA are frequently sought out as a subject by 
photographers. 

Access Routes 

This WSA is conveniently located about 3 miles southwest of Moab off US 191. There 
are several trail heads off Kane Creek Blvd in the WSA as well. More specific directions 
to the KOPs will be found in the ‘Monitoring Areas’ section on page 6. 
 
Directions from Salt Lake City, UT: 
Take I-15 S to exit 257B-A for US 6 towards Price. 
Continue 127 miles to I-70E/US 6 E. Take Exit 182 for US 191 to Moab 
Further directions are listed in the Monitoring section. 

file://ilmutso3ds1/so/loc/Resources/UT%20934/NLCS/Wilderness%20Study%20Areas/ACE%20WSA%20Monitoring%20Project/Emily's%20Working%20Folder/wildsnap.org
https://www.blm.gov/contact/utah
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From Monticello: 

Take US 191 (about 53 miles) north to Moab. Further directions are listed in the 
Monitoring section. 
  
Transportation to and from the Behind the Rocks WSA is not provided by the BLM or 
ACE. Due to the remote nature of this site, all vehicles should be equipped with at least 
one spare tire, tools, and supplies to deal with emergencies.  

Services and Facilities  
There are services immediately near the Behind the Rocks WSA. The town of Moab (~3 
miles to the northeast) is the best place to purchase fuel, groceries, water, and 
supplies before traveling to the WSA.  

Camping and lodging is available in and around Moab, however, camping is only 
permitted in designated areas. There are numerous BLM campgrounds that cost 
$15/night within close proximity to the WSA. Please note that sites closer to Moab fill 
up quickly. Free primitive sites may be found, however you must stay in the designated 
areas. See http://www.discovermoab.com/campgrounds_blm.htm for more details on 
camping. Lodging is also available in town, but often sells out quickly.   

Water Availability  
There is no reliable water source in the WSA. Two intermittent drainages run through 
Hunters and Prittchett Canyon, but they are not reliable sources of water. Be sure to 
plan for adequate water (recommended at one gallon/person/day). 

Communications 
Cell phone coverage in the Behind the Rocks WSA is spotty at best. Use of satellite 
phones or messengers is the only reliable means of communication with the outside 
world. Personal location devices are not provided by the BLM or ACE; WildSNAP users 
without access to personal location devices should develop a communication or 
check-in procedure with family or friends prior to visiting the WSA.  

Monitoring the WSA 
Signs 
Signs have been placed at strategic access points off of main routes along the WSA. 

http://www.discovermoab.com/campgrounds_blm.htm
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Where the WSA boundary occurs at the end of authorized vehicle routes, fiber-glass 
signs and/or posts have been placed to notify the public that motorized access is not 
permissible beyond that point. There are interpretive bulletin boards at the Hidden 
Valley and Moab Rim trailheads.There have also been fences erected at key spots to 
control off-road damage. Monitors should report damage of signs to BLM through the 
app.  

Allowable Uses or Exceptions to the Non-
Impairment Standard within the Behind the 
Rocks WSA 
BLM has no active grazing allotments within most of the WSA.Visitors may encounter 
some cattle on the far southern boundary of the WSA, but such sightings are rare. 
ORVs are permitted on certain trails bordering the WSA (Moab Rim Trail, Pritchett 
Canyon Trail, Behind the Rocks Trail).  

Identified Resource Issues 
The main resource concerns in the WSA are illegal OHV use (especially road-widening 
along boundary roads), BLM sign vandalism and litter. Visitor use is highest in the 
spring and fall, particularly during holiday weekends. 

Potential or Documented Supplemental Values 

Supplemental values include ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, 
educational, scenic, or historical value. The BLM has identified the following “special 
features” in the Behind the Rocks WSA: bald eagle, peregrine falcon, Asclepias cutleri , 
Cycladenia humilis var. jonesii, Lygodesmia entrada, great horned owl, Great Basin 
Silverspot Butterfly, coyotes, bobcat, mule deer, arches , natural bridges, coves, 
petroglyphs, pictographs, canyons, and few reptiles including rattlesnakes. 

Please be advised that the location of cultural and archeological resources is 
protected and should not be shared with other members of the public. There are 
known cultural resources in this WSA.  

Monitoring Areas and Key Observation Points  
Volunteers are encouraged to explore the entire Behind the Rocks WSA at their 
discretion. The BLM has identified Key Observation Points (KOPs), which are exact 
locations of significant management interest within a larger monitoring area. KOPs are 
generally areas of high-use, places that have a high likelihood of experiencing surface 
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disturbance, or provide a viewpoint where pictures of the 
landscape can be taken to track impacts and/or changes 
to wilderness characteristics over time. The Behind the 
Rocks WSA has five KOPs displayed on the overview 
map.   

The best approach to reach all of the KOPs is to start at 
Hidden Valley trailhead and hike 2.9 miles to the Moab 
Rim 4x4 trail, then continue another 3.3 miles to the 
parking area at Moab Rim Trailhead on the Colorado 
River Way.  A shuttle will need to be set up, or it is about 
a 4 mile walk back to town. This hike has an elevation 
gain of 1,348 feet, with about 1,100 of those feet in the 
first ¾ mile of the hike (starting from Hidden Valley). 
Plan for at least 4.5 hours of moderate hiking from 
Hidden Valley to Moab Rim parking lot/trail head. The 
trail begins with relatively steep switch backs up to the 
Moab Rim. At the top of the switch backs, the trail heads 
north into a grassy field. You will soon reach the first 
KOP at the Petroglyph Junction. The trail to the right will take you to the petroglyphs, 
where the narrow trail follows the rock wall. The main trail that continues straight 
following cairns will be easier. Both trails come back together before the next KOP.   
 

 
After you have hiked 2.9 miles you will come 
to the Moab Rim 4x4 trail, which is where 
the second KOP is. Take a left at the trail 
intersection down the gravel road and 
continue on the slick rock. There are white 
lines painted on the slick rock for the 4x4s. 
Follow the same lines and watch for UTVs 
and Jeeps recreating, mountain bikers may 
also be seen on the trail.  The trail is about 
3.3 miles from the intersection to the Moab 
Rim parking area on Kane Creek Road. There   
are a few KOPs along the Moab Rim 4x4, 

which borders the WSA.  
 
An alternative to hiking from Hidden Valley to Moab Rim parking area, is to hike in and 
out of either the Hidden Valley or the Moab Rim parking area (the the preferred route 

Hidden Valley Trailhead: the trail begins at 
the base of the Moab Rim, which ascends 
by steep switchbacks to the bottom of the 
cliff line above. 

Hidden Valley Trail 
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for mountain bikers. It should be your goal to reach as many KOPs as possible; 
however, it is not required in order to submit the final monitoring report.  
 
Directions to Hidden Valley Trailhead: From Downtown Moab, take US 191 south about 
4.5 miles to W Angel Rock Road on the left (there is a small sign for Hidden Valley). 
Continue to the end of the road and turn right on Rim Rock Lane to a dirt road where 
the parking area is.  Please sign in at the registration box and write “WildSNAP data 
collection” in the comments section. 
 
 
Directions to Moab Rim Trailhead:  From Downtown Moab, take US 191 south to the 
McDonalds and turn right onto Kane Creek Blvd. Stay on this road for about 2.7 miles 
to the trail head parking lot on the left. This is the first trail head on the left just before 
the Kings Bottom Campground.  (GPS Coordinate of parking area: 38.3331, -109. 3458) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Table 1: Key Observation Points in the Behind the Rocks WSA from Hidden Valley to 
Moab Rim Trailhead  

Key Observation 
Point (KOP) Name 

Decimal Degrees 
Latitude Longitude 

KOP 1: Petroglyphs 
Junction 

38.54176 -109.5437 

KOP 2: The Fort  38.54424 -109.5559 
KOP 3: Jeep Trail 
Intersection 

38.54536 -109.5589 

KOP 4: Jeep Parking  38.5491 -109.5699 
KOP 5: WSA Old Trail 38.5546 -109.5756 
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*Please note: not all of the photos below are directly North, South, East, and West; do 
your best to take the same photos shown for your report  
 
KOP 1: Petroglyph Junction 
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KOP 2: The Fort 
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KOP 4: Jeep Trail Parking  
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KOP 5: WSA Old Trail 
 

 
 
 

North East

West South



13 
 

Illustrations of Potential Supplemental Values 
The figures below were sourced through Wikimedia Commons (licensed for reuse) to 
illustrate the potential supplemental values that have been identified within the Behind 
the Rocks WSA. Where photos of the individual species are unavailable, a 
representative photo of another species in the genus is included.  

 

     

Left to Right: Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus); Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) 

 
Left to right: Ferruginous hawk (Buteo regalis); Swainson’s hawk (Buteo swainsoni); Long-billed 
curlew (Numenius americanus); Western snowy plover (Charadrius alexandrinus nivosus); White-faced ibis  

(Plegadis chihi); 

   

Left to Right: Jones cycladenia (Cycladenia humilis var. jonesii); Skeleton Plant (Lygodesmia entrada); 
Milkweed (Asclepias culteri) 

 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Numenius_americanus
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Plegadis_chihi
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