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General Information 
 

WildSNAP 
Monitoring 
Coordinator 

Peter Woodruff, American Conservation Experience 

Phone (801) 989-7069 
Main Office 
Phone (801) 946-5201 

E-mail wsa@usaconservation.org  

Mailing Address 623 East 2100 South, Suite #B1 
Salt Lake City, UT 84106 

 
State Office 
Name 

Utah State Office 

District Office 
Name 

West Desert District 

Website https://www.blm.gov/programs/national-conservation-
lands/utah 

  
BLM Field Office Salt Lake Field Office 
Phone (801) 977-4300 
E-mail BLM_UT_SL_Mail@blm.gov   

Hours Monday through Friday, 8am-4:30pm. Closed federal 
holidays.  

Mailing Address 2370 S. Decker Lake Blvd 
West Valley City, UT 84119 

  
BLM Field Office Fillmore Field Office 
Phone (435) 743-3100 
E-mail BLM_UT_FM_Mail@blm.gov 
Hours Monday through Friday, 8am-4:30p. Closed federal holidays.  

Mailing Address 95 East 500 North 
Fillmore, Utah 84631 

 

For Emergencies: Call 911 

  

mailto:wsa@usaconservation.org
https://www.blm.gov/programs/national-conservation-lands/utah
https://www.blm.gov/programs/national-conservation-lands/utah
mailto:mailtoBLM_UT_SL_Mail@blm.gov
mailto:BLM_UT_FM_Mail@blm.gov
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* DISCLAIMER: This information is provided as a courtesy only, no 
warranty, expressed or implied, is made as to the current validity of 
this information.  Weather events can quickly alter trail conditions 
and increase difficulty levels, be prepared for changing conditions 
at all times. Unsecured, abandoned mines may be present near the 
trails--for your safety, never enter abandoned mines. The BLM is 
not liable for any incidents arising from the use of the information 
presented here--each user is solely responsible for their own safety 
while enjoying their public lands. Produced May 2016

NORTH

Bureau of Land Management (BLM)

BLM Wilderness Study Area State

State Wildlife Refuge

Private

BLM Salt Lake Field Office 
801.977.4300

BLM Fillmore Field Office 
435.743.3100

Deep Creek Mountains 
Wilderness Study Area

Unim
proved Surface, 4W

D

Improved Surface, 2W
D

Primitive Route within W
SA

State Highway

US Highway

0 1 2 3 4
Kilometers

0 1 2 3 40.5
Miles

Some primitive routes exist within the WSA and may 
be driven by motor vehicles, though they are not part 
of the transportation plan.  No cross country travel is 
permitted, and observe any specific closures identified 
within the WSA.  Primitive routes are rough and 
unmaintained and subject to closure should their use 
cause adverse effects to wilderness suitability through 
expanded disruption of soil and vegetation.
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Preparing to Monitor 
Preparing for a field visit 
Print a copy of the “General Orientation Guide: Basics of Wilderness Study Area 
Monitoring” and this site-specific guide from wildsnap.org. Take printed copies of 
relevant maps. Copies of the Wildcat Mountain and Fish Springs 1:100K surface 
management maps are available for purchase from local BLM Offices 
(https://www.blm.gov/contact/utah). Long-term volunteers may qualify for free maps 
under administrative use and a volunteer agreement; discuss with your BLM liaison. 
The Deep Creek Mountains Wilderness Study Area (WSA) is remote- bring adequate 
supplies and fuel for the trip! 

Setting and Terrain 
The Deep Creeks Mountains are a part of the Great Basin mountain range. These large 
mountains are located just east of the Nevada state line and situated between the 
towns of Ibapah and Callao in western Tooele and Juab counties. The Deep Creek 
Mountains WSA and contiguous Scotts Basin WSA encompass more than 87,000 
acres managed by the BLM-Utah West Desert District.  

Flanked on the east by the Great Salt Lake Desert and on the west by the Deep Creek 
Valley, the Deep Creek Mountains are the highest landmark in all of western Utah. As 
an isolated “island” ecosystem and the fourth highest range in the Great Basin, the 
“Deeps” dominate the Great Salt Lake Desert in altitude, sheer mass, and biotic 
richness. From a barren landscape of alluvial outwash and playa basins, two 12,000 
foot peaks rise 7,800 feet above the  desert floor transitioning through sagebrush-
grassland benches, pinyon-juniper forest, evergreen and aspen forests, and alpine 
meadows to form nine perennial streams and numerous canyons that twist through 
massive granite formations or quartzite cliffs.  

The Deep Creek range is truly a unique place in Utah’s West Desert. The long distance 
from major population centers allow visitors to find solitude and isolation. 
Recreational opportunities for hunting, hiking, rock climbing, wildlife observation, 
exploring, and backpacking exist throughout the range. Visitors can enjoy the 
bristlecone pine forests at the higher elevations and sweeping vistas of the Great 
Basin desert on either side. Of historical interest is the Pony Express National Historic 
Trail/National Backcountry Byway, which runs north and east of the WSA.  

file://ilmutso3ds1/so/loc/Resources/UT%20934/NLCS/Wilderness%20Study%20Areas/ACE%20WSA%20Monitoring%20Project/Current%20Version%20Site%20Guides%20and%20Maps/wildsnap.org
https://www.blm.gov/contact/utah
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Access Routes 

General access directions are given below; please see the “Monitoring Areas and Key 
Observation Points” section starting on page 7 for additional directions. Access to the 
towns of Ibapah and Callao on the approach to the Deep Creeks is over pavement and 
maintained dirt roads. These are accessible by 2WD vehicles most of the year, 
although 4WD is always recommended.  

The easiest approach to the Deep Creek Mountains is via Interstate 80 and Wendover 
(Utah-Nevada border). Drive south from Wendover on Highway 93 Alternate; 
approximately 26 miles south of the Interstate turn left (east) onto Ibapah 
Road/Highway 1 and travel another 30 miles to Ibapah, Utah.  

To access the eastern portion of the WSA, take the Lower Gold Hill Road 
(approximately three miles north of Ibapah) east from Highway 1. After approximately 
five miles, turn right (south) onto the Pony Express-Overland Stage Road and continue 
south. The northern boundary of the WSA is approximately nine miles south of the 
Lower Gold Hill/Pony Express-Overland Stage Road intersection and Callao, Utah is 
approximately 20 miles south. (Note: An alternative option, particularly for those coming 
from the Fillmore or Delta area, is to travel past the Fish Springs National Wildlife Refuge on 
the Pony Express Road to Callao. However, this route consists of gravel roads with long 
stretches where no services or fuel are available).  

Access to the Deep Creek WSA boundary is generally via 4WD off-highway vehicle 
routes that are dusty, rocky, rugged, and sometimes impassable during inclement 
weather. Some routes are suitable for full-size vehicles (generally along the benches of 
the mountains) but many others are for ATVs, motorcycles, or side-by-sides only. 
Check conditions with the local BLM office.  

Cherry-stemmed routes form the boundary of the WSA and provide limited access to 
higher elevations within the central part of the WSA at Art’s Canyon, Goshute Canyon, 
Middle Canyon, Tom’s Creek, and Granite Creek. Except for Granite Canyon, all of these 
routes are steep, rugged, and not recommended for full-size vehicles. Riders 
attempting these routes on an ATV, motorcycle, or side-by-side should have good 
riding experience and confidence. Additional cherry-stemmed routes are located in the 
northern portion of the WSA, which visitors can explore at their own discretion. 

Transportation to and from the WSA is not provided by BLM or ACE. All vehicles should 
be equipped with at least one spare tire, tools, and supplies to deal with emergencies. 
High-clearance 4WD and all-terrain tires are recommended for all vehicles. Be sure to 
leave gates as they are found. Additionally, the gates at Granite Creek and Tom’s Creek 
are locked from December 1st to May 31st. 
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Water Availability  
Fresh water is generally scarce on the west side and readily obtainable on the east 
side of the Deep Creeks. All water should be filtered or treated prior to human 
consumption. Be sure to pack in adequate water (recommended at one 
gallon/person/day). The table below indicates the area and type of water resource 
available. Most sources are perennial but flow rates are seasonal. Other remote 
springs and seeps exist throughout the Deep Creeks but their locations and reliability 
are unknown is not guaranteed.  

Table 1: Water sources 

Location Water source 
Art’s Canyon Spring seep and trough 
Cold Spring Canyon Spring seep and trough 
Blood Canyon Spring and trough 
Chokecherry Canyon Spring 
Pole Canyon Spring 
Reilly Canyon Stream 
Big Canyon Stream 
Tom’s Creek Stream 
Indian Farm Canyon Stream 
Red Cedar Canyon Stream 
Cottonwood Canyon Stream 
Granite Canyon Stream 
Trout Creek Stream 
Birch Creek Stream 
 

Services and Facilities  
The towns of Ibapah, Gold Hill, and Callao are very small ranching communities 
without gas, groceries, supplies, repair shops, public phones, cell phone coverage, or 
hospitals. The closest place to find fuel, food, supplies, and medical care are the towns 
of Wendover to the west and Tooele to the east. The town of Eskdale, Utah, to the 
south also has fuel and limited services.  

Communications 
Cell phone coverage in the Deep Creeks is spotty at best. Use of satellite phones or 
messengers is the only reliable means of communication with the outside world. 
Personal location devices are not provided by the BLM or ACE; WildSNAP users 
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without access to personal location devices should develop a communication or 
check-in procedure with family or friends prior to visiting the WSA.  

Monitoring the WSA 
Signs 

Portal signs and visitor kiosks have been placed at strategic access points off of main 
routes along the WSA. Where the WSA boundary occurs at the end of authorized 
vehicle routes, fiber-glass signs and posts have been placed to notify the public that 
motorized access is not permissible beyond that point. Monitors should report 
damage of signs to BLM by selecting “Disturbances/Impairments/Maintenance” then 
“Signs” and taking a photo with any necessary notes within the app.  

Allowable Uses or Exceptions to the Non-
Impairment Standard within the WSA 
There is an active grazing allotment within the WSA. Volunteers may encounter cattle 
during the grazing season. Additionally, there are three rights-of-way in the Tom’s 
Creek, Granite Creek and Trout Creek areas that are subject to court-ordered terms and 
conditions, including a seasonal closure from December 1 to May 31 each year (Case 
Civil No. 2:05-CV-00714).  

Identified Resource Issues 
The main resource concerns in the WSA are illegal OHV use and BLM sign vandalism 
and litter. Please pack out litter and trash when possible. The highest visitation occurs 
during big game hunting seasons and on holiday weekends.  

Potential or Documented Supplemental Values 

Supplemental values include ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, 
educational, scenic, or historical value. The BLM identified the following supplemental 
values in the Deep Creek Mountains WSA: Bonneville cutthroat trout, giant stonefly, 
grapefern, multiple archeological sites, and bristlecone pine.  

Please document any features of interest, such as occurrence of a threatened or 
endangered species. Please be advised that the location of cultural and archeological 
resources is protected and should not be shared with other members of the public.  
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Monitoring Areas and Key Observation Points   
Volunteers are encouraged to explore the entire Deep Creek Mountains and contiguous 
Scotts Basin WSA at their discretion. However, BLM has identified several locations as 
areas of monitoring interest, and areas of high priority monitoring interest. The BLM 
has identified key observation points (KOPs), which are locations of significant 
management interest and are generally areas of high-use, that experience surface 
disturbance, or provide a viewpoint where pictures of the landscape can be taken to 
track impacts and/or changes to wilderness characteristics over time.  

Monitoring Area 1: KOPs Accessed from Ibapah, Utah (West Side) 

The KOPs located on the west side of the WSA are best accessed from Ibapah, Utah.  

Directions to the Eightmile Canyon KOP 

Drive to the south end of Ibapah; turn right (east) at the 
bulletin board on the east side of the highway. (Note: The 
bulletin board is located at 39.9953° N and 113.9774° W; the 
intersection is just north of the turn off to the airstrip and the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) building.) After 1.58 miles, turn 
east at a junction. (Note: The junction is located at 39.9780° N 
and 113.9585° W.) Continue an additional 1.75 miles to the 
boundary of the WSA.  

At this point the cherry-stemmed route (excluded from the 
WSA) continues an additional 0.41 miles. At the end of the                                   
cherrystem there is an opening in the trees at the spring. 
 
Directions to the Durse Canyon KOP 
Directions: Drive to the south end of Ibapah; turn right (east) at the bulletin board on 
the east side of the highway. (Note: The bulletin board is located at 39.9953° N and 
113.9774° W; the intersection is just north of the turn off to the airstrip and the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs (BIA) building.) After 1.58 miles, continue straight through the junction 
heading southeast. (Note: The first junction is located at 39.9780° N and 113.9585° W.) 
After one mile, you will reach a six way junction (Note: The second junction is located at 
39.9647° N and 113.9508° W.). Continue straight at the second junction, heading 
southeast. You will notice that the road has been cleared of trees on both sides. Drive 
1.8 miles from the second junction to the WSA.  

This route forms the WSA boundary for approximately 0.75 mile; lands east of the 
route are within the WSA. Continue south along the main route, verifying that the WSA 
boundary signs are in place and there are no OHV intrusions on the east side of the 
road. Focus monitoring efforts on the route between its initial intersection with the 

Eightmile Canyon Turnoff 
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WSA boundary at 39.9428° N and 113.9365° W and the intersection with the next 
cherry-stemmed route to the south 39.9345° N and 113.9336° W. 

Table 2: Monitoring Area 1- KOPs Accessed from Ibapah, Utah (West Side) 

Key Observation Point (KOP) 
Name 

Decimal Degrees 

Latitude Longitude 

Eightmile Canyon KOP 39.9714 -113.9205 

Durse Canyon Area KOP  39.9417 -113.9351 

 

Monitoring Area 2: KOPs Accessed from Callao, Utah (East Side)  

The KOPs located on the east side of the WSA are best accessed from the Pony 
Express-Overland Trail Road. The nearest town is Callao, Utah.  

 Blood Canyon-KOPs 

Directions: To access the eastern 
portion of the WSA, drive south from 
Wendover on Highway 93 Alternate; 
approximately 26 miles south of the 
Interstate turn left (east) onto Ibapah 
Road/Highway 1 and travel ~27 
miles. Turn left (east) onto Lower 
Gold Hill Road. After approximately 
five miles, turn right (south) onto the 
Pony Express-Overland Stage Road and continue  
approximately 9.6 miles to a junction. (Note: The junction is located at 40.0604° N and 
113.8300° W.) Turn right (west) onto the route that leads to Blood Canyon. This cherry-
stemmed route is excluded from the WSA; the route is approximately one mile in 
length and is only recommended for high-clearance four-wheel drive vehicles. You may 
also elect to park and walk from the Pony Express-Overland Stage Road.  
BLM has placed signs and a post and pole barrier to prevent vehicles from traveling off 
of the cherry-stemmed road at mile 0.75. The primitive route to the south is not open 
to vehicular travel. Please note any evidence of OHV use and document the status of 
the barrier. 

The route continues an additional 0.25 miles there is a good place to turn around here 
and there are several signs indication “Deep Creek WSA Boundary, No motor vehicles”. 

Tom’s Creek KOP 

The Tom’s Creek KOP is located at the turnaround on the primitive route. This will 

Post and Pole Barrier in Blood Canyon 
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provide volunteers with an opportunity to explore the interior of the WSA.  

To access the KOP, take Snake Valley Road south from Callao, Utah (Note: the Pony 
Express-Overland Stage Road becomes Snake Valley Road at the Tooele-Juab County line; 
travel approximately 4.3 miles south of the county line). Just north of an old CCC camp 
and Tom’s Creek crossing, after a notable southward curve on Snake Valley Road, turn 
right (north) onto Goshute Canyon Road. At 0.75 miles, continue straight at the 
junction and head straight through another junction just ahead. Travel an additional 
0.8 miles toward the northwest to the WSA’s eastern boundary. Fork left (west) and 
travel 1 mile to the beginning of the cherry-stem for the road paralleling Tom’s Creek. 
This road is cherry-stemmed (excluded from the WSA, but surrounded by WSA on both 
sides) for approximately 3.3 miles. An additional 0.4 mile cherry-stemmed route 
provides access to the private land in T 11 S R 18 W Section 22. Rights-of-way (ROWs) 
exist on both of these cherry-stemmed roads. Beginning at the western terminus of the 
Tom’s Creek ROW (the end of the cherry-stem) located in the SW1/4NW1/4 of Section 
15, Township 11 South, Range 18 West, an existing "Primitive Route" that is not a part 
of the Right-of-Way proceeds in a westerly direction 1.36 miles and ends at the 
"saddle" at a turnaround/parking area located in the SW1/4SW1/4 of Section 9, 
Township 11 South, Range 18 West. Motorized vehicle use is allowed on the Tom’s 
Creek route between June 1 and November 30. There are no other cherry-stems; 
please document unauthorized OHV use off of the Tom’s Creek route.  
(Note: Tom’s Creek provides a long approach hike but a popular ascent route to the summit 
of Haystack Peak (12,020 feet). Granite Creek provides the most direct route to the summit 
of Ibapah Peak (12,087 feet). It is possible to link together both peaks in a large loop route 
that would provide a significant challenge and is only recommended for experienced hikers. 
Tom’s Creek and Granite Creek have some of the best scenery in the Deep Creeks and also 
receive most of the visitation.)  

Granite Creek KOPs 

To access Granite Creek KOPs, take Snake Valley Road south from Callao, Utah (Note: 
the Pony Express-Overland Stage Road becomes Snake Valley Road at the Tooele-Juab 
County line; travel approximately 10.3 miles south of the county line). Turn right (west) 
onto Granite Canyon Road. Continue west for 2.75 miles, at which point you will reach 
the WSA’s eastern boundary. Drive straight, continuing west, past the Big Hook/Fish 
Hook road intersection; the WSA is located on the north side of the road. Another 1.25 
miles past the Big Hook/Fish Hook intersection, Granite Creek Road will enter the 
WSA. Under the BLM's current land use plan, the House Range Resource Area 
Resource Management Plan ("House Range RMP"), motorized vehicle use of the 
Granite Canyon Road Right-of-Way above the second stream crossing in the 
SE1/4SE1/4 of Section 9 in Township 12 South Range 18 West is seasonally limited to 
the period from June 1 through November 30 of each year. Between June 1 and 
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November 30 it is currently legal to operate vehicles for approximately 1.64 miles from 
the second stream crossing to Camp Ethel.  

 Table 3: Monitoring Area 2- KOPs Accessed from Callao, Utah (East Side)  

Key Observation Point (KOP) Name 
Decimal Degrees 

Latitude Longitude 

Blood Canyon KOP 1 (Barrier) 40.0600 -113.8408 

Blood Canyon KOP2 (End of Route) 40.0594 -1138461 

Tom’s Creek KOP (Turnaround) 39.8768 113.8850 

Granite Creek Gate 39.7969 -113.8960 

Camp Ethel 39.7863 -113.8769 

 

Illustrations of Potential Supplemental Values 
The figures below were sourced through Wikimedia Commons (licensed for reuse) to 
illustrate the potential supplemental values that BLM has identified within the Deep 
Creek WSA. 

  
Bristlecone pine (Pinus longaeva)         Bonneville Cutthroat Trout (Oncorhynchus clarki utah) 

 

 
Grapefern (Botrychium simplex)  

 

 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/
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