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General Information
WildSNAP
Monitoring
Coordinator
Phone
Main Office
Phone
E-mail
Mailing Address

BLM Field Office
Phone
E-mail
Hours
Mailing Address
District Office
Name
State Office
Name
Website

Peter Woodruff, American Conservation Experience
(801) 989-7069
(801) 946-5201
wsa@usaconservation.org
623 East 2100 South, Suite #B1
Salt Lake City, UT 84106
Salt Lake Field Office
(801) 977-4300
BLM_UT_SL_Mail@blm.gov
Monday through Friday, 8am-4:30pm. Closed federal
holidays.
2370 S. Decker Lake Blvd
West Valley City, UT 84119
West Desert District
Utah State Office
https://www.blm.gov/programs/national-conservationlands/utah

For Emergencies: Call 911
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Preparing to Monitor
Preparing for a field visit
Print a copy of the “General Orientation Guide: Basics of Wilderness Study Area
Monitoring” and this site-specific guide from wildsnap.org. Take printed copies of
relevant maps. Copies of the Tooele 1:100K surface management maps are available
for purchase from local BLM Offices (https://www.blm.gov/contact/utah). Long-term
volunteers may qualify for free maps under administrative use and a volunteer
agreement; discuss with your BLM liaison.

Setting and Terrain
North Stansbury Mountains Wilderness Study Area (WSA) is a part of the north-south
trending Stansbury mountain range located in Tooele County, Utah approximately 40
miles west of Salt Lake City. The WSA consists of 10,480 acres of public lands
administered by the Utah BLM Salt Lake Field Office.
The WSA is situated just north of the Deseret Peak Wilderness (managed by the US
Forest Service) and south of the Great Salt Lake. The North Stansbury range rises
above the desert between two valley floors with elevations varying between 5,200 feet
along the northern base of the range and up to 8,800 feet on the southern end.
Dimensionally, it is roughly six miles long from north to south and three miles wide
from east to west consisting of steep V-shaped canyons that increase in elevation
from the north to south.
Vegetation consists primarily of juniper-conifer forests with different elevations
providing for distinct growth zones. Lower elevations are covered with typical juniper
and sagebrush scrublands while higher elevations see wild rose, service berry and
mountain mahogany. According to BLM, there are approximately 180 species of
wildlife inhabiting the area including cougar, bobcat, deer, grouse, raptors, and
cottontails. Both the golden eagle and bald eagle are commonly found in the North
Stansbury range as well as Rocky Mountain bighorn sheep which were re-introduced
into the area between 2005 and 2008. The area is predominately used by hunters
during hunting seasons and by hikers and sightseers throughout the year. The North
Stansbury Mountains WSA offers an excellent opportunity to escape the crowds while
remaining within easy reach of the Salt Lake area.
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Access Routes
General access directions are given below; please see the “Monitoring Areas and Key
Observation Points” section starting on page 8 for additional directions.
Transportation to and from North Stansbury Mountains WSA is not provided by BLM or
ACE. Travel to WSA boundary requires vehicles that have moderate to high clearance.
Volunteers should park and walk at any point along the access road if the road
appears too rough to safely drive. Avoid attempting to access the area during
inclement weather or when the roads are wet and rutting would occur. It is also
recommended that all vehicles be equipped with at least one spare tire, tools, and
supplies to handle emergencies.
Vehicle access to the North Stansbury Mountains is easiest from Interstate 80. Take
the Rowley Dugway exit (Exit 77), six miles east of Delle, UT and follow the CR
196/Skull Valley Road approximately five miles south. The WSA access road is located
just past mile marker 31 on the east side of the road. (Note: The access route is located
north of the Muskrat Fire Station. If you pass the fire station sign, you have traveled too far
south).
There are two gates between the road and a small BLM kiosk located approximately ¼
mile up the gravel road as well as a small structure. These gates may be closed, but
should not be locked. Please leave gates as you find them. About 2.8 miles up the
rough and rocky road is a fence delineating the WSA boundary. The BLM requests that
volunteers park just before the gate and pull off of the route to avoid obstructing the
gate.

Access Route (Looking east from CR 196)

Parking Location just west of WSA boundary fence
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Trailhead/Parking
Location
Muskrat Canyon Route
TH

Decimal Degrees

Degrees, minutes, seconds

Latitude

Longitude

Latitude

Longitude

40. 63466°

-112.64736°

40°38'
4.8" N

112°38' 50.5"
W

Parking at this location will allow volunteers to
follow the route up Muskrat Canyon on foot,
approximately two miles to the Key Observation
Point (KOP). Be sure to close the gate after crossing
into the WSA.
The route up Muskrat Canyon (in the southwestern
section of the property) may legally experience
limited OHV use; the route has not been formally
closed to OHV travel in a land use plan but is not
advertised for motorized use nor recommended for
WSA Boundary on Muskrat Canyon
travel. Volunteers may encounter lawful use of the
Route
route by the grazing lessee. However, volunteers
should not expect to encounter any other motorized use off of the Muskrat Canyon
route within the WSA. Please document any observed OHV use within the WSA within
the app.
Access directions are included for the desired KOPs. However, the central and
southern portions of the Stansbury Mountains are more easily reached from the east
side of the range, south and west of Grantsville. Volunteers may travel at their leisure
to explore other areas of the WSA.

Water Availability
No reliable water sources are available in the WSA. Be sure to pack in adequate water
(recommended at one gallon/person/day).

Services and Facilities
There are currently no services or facilities provided in the WSA; however, due to its
close proximity to Interstate 80 and Grantsville, access to food, fuel, and emergency
services is relatively easy.
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Communications
Cell phone service is generally available throughout the WSA depending on your
provider. Phone access is also available in nearby Grantsville.

Monitoring the WSA
Signs
Portal signs and visitor kiosks have been placed at strategic access points off of main
routes along the WSA. Where the WSA boundary occurs at the end of authorized
vehicle routes, fiber-glass signs and/or posts have been placed to notify the public
that motorized access is not permissible beyond that point. Monitors should report
damage of signs to BLM by selecting “Disturbances/Impairments/Maintenance” then
“Signs” and taking a photo with any necessary notes within the app.

Allowable Uses or Exceptions to the NonImpairment Standard within the North
Stansbury Mountains WSA
BLM has an active grazing allotment within the Muskrat Canyon Area from June 15
through October 15. Volunteers may encounter cattle and authorized grazing lessees
during the summer and early fall grazing season. There are authorized livestock water
developments (troughs and water pipeline) located within Muskrat Canyon.

Identified Resource Issues
The main resource concerns in the WSA are illegal OHV use and BLM sign vandalism
and litter. Please pack out litter and trash when possible. The highest visitation occurs
during big game hunting seasons and on holiday weekends.

Potential or Documented Supplemental Values
Supplemental values include ecological, geological, or other features of scientific,
educational, scenic, or historical value. Within the North Stansbury Mountains WSA,
supplemental values would primarily involve wildlife habitat, especially for Rocky
Mountain bighorn sheep, elk, black bear, deer, cougar, or any other large mammals.
The cliff faces near the top of Muskrat Canyon or large trees may also provide habitat
for native raptor species. The resiliency of wildlife habitat and natural conditions
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within the WSA holds increased importance since most of the area was heavily burned
in the summer of 2009. Encounters with any significant wildlife should be documented
to provide information about how this area has recovered from wildfire. Please
document any features of interest, such as occurrence of a threatened or endangered
species. Please be advised that the location of cultural and archeological resources is
protected and should not be shared with other members of the public.

Monitoring Areas and Key Observation Points
Volunteers are encouraged to explore the entire North Stansbury Mountains WSA at
their discretion. However, BLM has identified two KOPs as areas of high priority for
monitoring. Monitoring areas are generally located along routes or areas of potential
intensive use within a WSA. Volunteers are asked to prioritize visits to the area listed
below. KOPs are exact locations within a WSA where surface disturbance or visitor use
may be concentrated or the area has been identified as a point of particular monitoring
interest.
Muskrat Canyon has been identified as the monitoring area of focus for the North
Stansbury Mountains WSA. Within this monitoring area are two KOPs, the coordinates
of which are given in Table 1, and identified in the map and location photos. The hike
from the parking area to Muskrat Canyon includes approximately 500 feet in elevation
gain.
Table 1: Monitoring Area – Muskrat Canyon Area
Key Observation Point
(KOP) Name

Decimal Degrees

Degrees, minutes, seconds

Latitude

Longitude

Latitude

Longitude

Muskrat Canyon Overlook

40.6099

-112.6315

40° 36’
35.66” N

112° 37’
53.48” W

Middle Wash Overlook

40.63251

-112.63597

40° 37’
57.031” N

112° 38’
9.493” W
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Muskrat Canyon Overlook KOP Looking North

Muskrat Canyon Overlook KOP Looking South

Muskrat Canyon Overlook KOP Looking East

Muskrat Canyon Overlook KOP Looking West
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Middle Wash Overlook KOP Looking North

Middle Wash Overlook KOP Looking South

Middle Wash Overlook KOP Looking East

Middle Wash Overlook KOP Looking West
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