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General Information 
WildSNAP 
Monitoring 
Coordinator 

Peter Woodruff, American Conservation Experience 

Phone (801) 989-7069
Main Office 
Phone (801) 946-5201

E-mail wsa@usaconservation.org 

Mailing Address 623 East 2100 South, Suite #B1 
Salt Lake City, UT 84106 

BLM Field Office Price Field Office 
Phone (435) 636-3600
E-mail BLM_UT_PR_Mail@blm.gov 

Hours Monday through Friday, 8am-4:30pm. Closed federal 
holidays.  

Mailing Address 125 South 600 West 
Price, UT 84501 

District Office 
Name Green River District 

State Office 
Name Utah State Office 

Website https://www.blm.gov/programs/national-conservation-
lands/utah 

For Emergencies: Call 911 

mailto:wsa@usaconservation.org
mailto:BLM_UT_PR_Mail@blm.gov
https://www.blm.gov/programs/national-conservation-lands/utah
https://www.blm.gov/programs/national-conservation-lands/utah
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* DISCLAIMER: This information is provided as a courtesy only, no 
warranty, expressed or implied, is made as to the current validity of 
this information.  Weather events can quickly alter trail conditions 
and increase difficulty levels, be prepared for changing conditions 
at all times. Unsecured, abandoned mines may be present near the 
trails--for your safety, never enter abandoned mines. The BLM is 
not liable for any incidents arising from the use of the information 
presented here--each user is solely responsible for their own safety 
while enjoying their public lands. Produced May 2016
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Some primitive routes exist within the WSA and may be driven by motor 
vehicles, though they are not part of the transportation plan.  No cross country 
travel is permitted, and observe any specific closures identified within the 
WSA.  Primitive routes are rough and unmaintained and subject to closure 
should their use cause adverse effects to wilderness suitability through 
expanded disruption of soil and vegetation.
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Preparing to Monitor 
Preparing for a field visit  
Print a copy of the “General Orientation Guide: Basics of Wilderness Study Area 
Monitoring” and this site-specific guide from wildsnap.org. Take printed copies of 
relevant maps. Copies of the San Rafael Desert and Huntington 1:100K surface 
management maps are available for purchase from local BLM Offices 
(https://www.blm.gov/contact/utah). Long-term volunteers may qualify for free maps 
under administrative use and a volunteer agreement; discuss with your BLM liaison.  

Setting and Terrain  

Sids Mountain Wilderness Study Area (WSA) is located in Emery County about 48 
miles west of Green River, Utah (pop. 973). The unit is approximately 22 miles from 
north to south and about eight miles from east to west with the San Rafael River 
forming much of the northern border and I-70 forming much of the southern border. 
Sids Mountain consists of 80,970 acres of BLM managed land including the 440 acres 
that is known as Sids Cabin in the north-central portion of the WSA.  

Sids Mountain WSA is a part of the greater San Rafael Swell region, a large, uplifted 
geologic phenomenon located in south-central Utah. The WSA includes the 
northwestern portion of the swell. The area is named after one of the Swell’s earliest 
ranchers, Sid Swasey. Sids Cabin was built in the 1920’s and is situated in one of the 
large rolling park lands found within the WSA. The majority of the landscape is 
characterized by an intricate canyon system which drains northward into the San 
Rafael River. Massive sandstone walls, winding routes, and small tributary canyons 
make up the eastern portion whereas in the west, rough badlands terrain consisting of 
colorful, eroded soils, cliffs, and mesas exist throughout. Elevation ranges from 5,100 
feet in the river bottoms to 6,800 feet in the southern portion of the WSA with pinyon-
juniper woodlands being the dominant vegetation type. The area is home to Utah’s 
largest herd of bighorn sheep as well as cougars, raptors, and various species of 
reptile. Three endangered species (Maguire daisy, San Rafael cactus, Wright fishhook 
cactus) and two threatened species (Jones cycladenia, Last Chance Townsendia) may 
occur within the WSA.  

Outstanding opportunities for both solitude and primitive recreation exist in the Sids 
Mountain WSA, all of which can be enjoyed in a dramatic and beautiful landscape. The 
unique geologic features coupled with entrenched narrow gorges formed by the San 
Rafael River are not to be found anywhere else in the San Rafael Swell region. 

https://www.blm.gov/contact/utah
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Access Routes 

Sids Mountain WSA is located between 
Huntington, Utah and Interstate 70. 
Access varies depending on whether 
visitors are monitoring on the east or 
west side of the WSA. Specific directions 
are provided in the “Monitoring Areas 
and Key Observation Points” section 
starting on page 6.  

Transportation to and from Sids 
Mountain WSA is not provided by the 
BLM or ACE. All vehicles should be 
equipped with at least one spare tire, 
tools, and supplies to deal with 
emergencies. High-clearance 4WD and 
all-terrain tires are recommended, and 
are necessary if volunteers plan to the 
following Key Observation Points (KOPs): 
Fixit Pass Kiosk, North and South Coal 
Wash intersection, Devils Racetrack/Coal 
Wash kiosk intersection. Access to the individual KOPs is described in full in the 
sections below.  

Water Availability  
The San Rafael River forms the northern boundary of the WSA and can be used as a 
source of water, if filtered; however, due to the steep canyon formations, it cannot 
always be accessed. There are also several springs and intermittent streams 
throughout the area although they are dependent on seasonal rainfall. Be sure to pack 
plenty of water (recommended at one gallon/person/day), particularly during the 
summer. 

Services and Facilities  
There are no services immediately near the Sids Mountain WSA. The towns of Green 
River (pop. 973) or Ferron (pop. 1,602) can be used to purchase fuel, groceries, water, 
and limited supplies before traveling to the WSA. Public phones and medical services 
are also available in these communities in the case of an emergency. For monitoring 
visits to eastern KOPs, there is also a rest stop Buckhorn Draw Road with primitive 
outhouse facilities. The closest hospital is located in Price. 
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Communications 
Cell phone coverage in the Sids Mountain WSA is spotty at best. Use of satellite 
phones or messengers is the only reliable means of communication with the outside 
world. Personal location devices are not provided by the BLM or ACE; WildSNAP users 
without access to personal location devices should develop a communication or 
check-in procedure with family or friends prior to visiting the WSA.  

Monitoring the WSA 
Signs 
Portal signs and visitor kiosks have been placed at strategic access points off of main 
routes along the WSA. Where the WSA boundary occurs at the end of authorized 
vehicle routes, fiber-glass signs and/or posts have been placed to notify the public 
that motorized access is not permissible beyond that point. Monitors should report 
damage of signs to BLM through the app.  

Allowable Uses or Exceptions to the Non-
Impairment Standard within the Sids Mountain 
WSA 
BLM has an active grazing allotment within the WSA from October through September. 
Volunteers may encounter cattle and authorized grazing lessees during that time. 
There are four routes (North and South Coal Wash, Eva Conover, Devils Racetrack, and 
Fixit Pass) on which OHV use is permissible, under certain conditions, within the Sids 
Mountain WSA. Volunteers may encounter lawful use of OHVs along these routes. 

Identified Resource Issues 
The main resource concerns in the WSA are illegal OHV use, BLM sign vandalism and 
litter. Visitor use is highest in the spring and fall, particularly during holiday weekends. 

Potential or Documented Supplemental Values 

Supplemental values include ecological, geological, or other features of scientific, 
educational, scenic, or historical value. The BLM has identified the following “special 
features” in the Sids Mountain WSA: cultural sites, geologic values, potential habitat 
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for desert bighorn sheep, cougar, black-footed ferret, peregrine falcon, Maguire daisy, 
San Rafael cactus, Wright fishhook cactus, Jones cycladenia, Last Chance 
Townsendia and other sensitive species. Please document any features of interest, 
such as occurrence of a threatened or endangered species. Please be advised that the 
location of cultural and archeological resources is protected and should not be shared 
with other members of the public. 

Monitoring Areas and Key Observation Points  
Volunteers are encouraged to explore the entire Sids Mountain WSA at their discretion. 
The BLM has identified monitoring areas, which are general areas of monitoring 
interest, and KOPs, which are exact locations of significant management interest 
within a larger monitoring area of focus. Monitoring areas and KOPs are generally 
areas of high-use, areas that experience surface disturbance, or provide a viewpoint 
where pictures of the landscape can help track impacts and/or changes to wilderness 
characteristics over time. The individual KOPs are best accessed from the east 
boundary of the WSA or the west boundary; directions are provided below.  

Table 1: Key Observation Points Accessed from the East 

Key Observation Point 
(KOP) Name 

Decimal Degrees Degrees, minutes, seconds 
Latitude Longitude Latitude Longitude 

East Access 
Cane Wash 39.044018 -110.736247 39° 

2’38.46”N 
110° 44’10.49” 
W 

Fixit Pass Wayside Exhibit  38.9348 -110.779 38° 
56’5.28”N 

110° 46’44.4” 
W 

Kiosk at Devils Racetrack 38.9508 -110.8452 38° 
57’2.88”N 

110° 50’42.72” 
W 

 

East Access Route: The eastern KOPs can be best 
accessed from Price, Utah by traveling south on 
Highway 10 (leaving Price and entering 
Huntington). Turn left onto Center Street, following 
BLM signs. Center Street will become River Road; 
continue on River Road for approximately three 
miles until you reach the Buffalo Road 
intersection. Turn left at the Buffalo Road 
intersection and continue on this road for about 
seven miles until it turns into Buckhorn Draw Road. 
Continue on Buckhorn Draw Road for 
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approximately five miles until you reach a four-way intersection where there is rest 
stop (outhouse/kiosks).  

• Turn left (east) at the rest stop intersection onto Green River Cutoff/Buckhorn 
Draw. Travel for 2.2 miles until you reach the second Buckhorn Draw/Green 
River Cutoff intersection. Turn right to continue on Buckhorn Draw Road.  

• Follow Buckhorn Draw Road for nearly 10 miles, until reaching the San Rafael 
River. Cross the River, and keep to the left at the next intersection located 0.5 
mile further. 

• Travel 3.4 miles from this intersection until reaching a dirt path located on your 
right. Turn here to access the Cane Wash KOP. 

• To reach the other Eastern KOPs, do not turn here (or backtrack from Cane 
Wash), but continue straight on Buckhorn Draw Road for an additional 2.2 miles. 
At this point you will reach another dirt access route located to your right. Turn 
right. 

• After an additional four miles, you will reach a Y in the road. Stay to the right. 
• Travel down this path for approximately 7.75 miles, until you reach the Fixit 

Pass Wayside Exhibit KOP.  
• From the Fixit Pass 

Wayside Exhibit KOP, 
volunteers can follow the 
rough and rocky access 
route from the exhibit, 
and continue northwest 
toward the Kiosk at 
Devils Racetrack KOP. 
ONLY EXPERIENCED 
RIDERS SHOULD 
ATTEMPT TO DRIVE 
PAST THE FIXIT PASS 
WAYSIDE EXHIBIT KOP. 

• From the Wayside Exhibit 
at Fixit Pass KOP, hike or 
drive approximately 0.75 
miles northwest until 
turning onto a dirt access 
route located on the left.  

• Follow this access route 
south for approximately 
1.25 miles, until reaching 
a wash. Turn right at the 

Sids Mountain WSA East Access Routes and KOPs 
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Wash. 
• Follow the wash northwest 

for approximately five miles until reaching the most remote of the Sids 
Mountain KOPs – the Kiosk at Devils Racetrack.  

 
Vehicular access is permissible beyond the Fixit Pass Wayside Exhibit, although 
the route is very rugged. Volunteers are encouraged to walk the route following 
Fixit Pass unless they have a very high-clearance vehicle and OHV skills.  

 

  
Cane Wash KOP – Facing North    Cane Wash KOP – Facing East 

  
Cane Wash KOP – Facing South   Cane Wash KOP – Facing West 
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Fixit Pass Wayside Exhibit KOP – Facing North  Fixit Pass Wayside Exhibit KOP – Facing East 

  
Fixit Pass Wayside Exhibit – Facing South  Fixit Pass Wayside Exhibit KOP – Facing West 

Table 2: Key Observation Points Accessed from the West 

Key Observation Point 
(KOP) Name 

Decimal Degrees Degrees, minutes, seconds 
Latitude Longitude Latitude Longitude 

West Access 
Sids Mountain Equestrian 
Trail 

39.073 -110.8343 39° 
4’38.28”N 

110° 50’3.48” 
W 

North and South Coal 
Wash Wayside Exhibit 38.9828 -110.8882 38° 

58’58.08”N 
110° 53’17.52” 
W 
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Western KOPs Access: Accessed 
from Ferron. It is recommended to 
have an ATV, UTV, or other high 
clearance 4x4 vehicles to access 
these KOPs. Experienced 4x4 
drivers recommended.  

• From Gillie’s Gas Station in 
Ferron, travel 0.67 miles on 
Highway 10, until you reach 
Dutch Flat Road/500 S turn 
left. Follow Dutch Flat Road 
for 3.5 miles and then turn 
right onto Molen Cutoff 
Road. Travel approximately 
one mile on Molen Cutoff 
Road. At this point the road 
turns back into Dutch Flat 
Road. Continue on Dutch 
Flat Road for 10 miles until 
you reach Bellevue Flats 
staging area (Large 
impacted area with a kiosk). 
From this intersection proceed left to access  
Equestrian Trailhead KOP and right to access the 
Coal Wash KOP. 

• The Equestrian Trailhead KOP is located six miles to the left from Bellevue Flats 
staging area. Keep right along WSA boundary.  

• North and South Coal Wash Wayside Exhibit KOP is located 5.5 miles to the 
right from the Bellevue Flats staging area in Coal Wash. Four Wheeler, UTV, or 
high clearance 4x4 recommended from Bellevue Flats staging area. Experienced 
4x4 drivers only 

• Volunteers can also access the Kiosk at Devils Racetrack KOP from this point 
by hiking or driving south along the wash for approximately 3.75 miles to the 
Kiosk at Devils Racetrack KOP. 

The access route beyond the North and South Coal Wash Wayside Exhibit does permit 
vehicular access, although the route is very rugged. Volunteers without a very high-
clearance vehicle are encouraged to walk the route to reach the Devils Racetrack KOP. 

Sids Mountain WSA West Access 
Routes and KOPs 
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Equestrian Trail KOP – Facing North   Equestrian Trail KOP KOP – Facing East 

  
Equestrian Trail KOP – Facing North   Equestrian Trail KOP KOP – Facing East 
 

Illustrations of Potential Supplemental Values 
The figures below were sourced through Wikimedia Commons (licensed for reuse) to 
illustrate the potential supplemental values that have been identified within the Sids 
Mountain WSA.  

  
Left to Right: Desert Bighorn Sheep (Ovis canadensis nelson); Black-footed ferret (Mustela nigripes); 
Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus) 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/
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Left to Right: Maguire daisy (Erigon Maguieri var. maguierei); Wright fishhook cactus (Sclerocactus 
wrightriae); Jones cycladenia (Cycladenia humilis var. jonesii)  

 
Left to Right: San Rafael cactus (Pediocactus despainii); Last Chance Townsendia (Townsendia aprica); 
Agat Winogronowy (agate grape) 
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