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General Information
WildSNAP
Monitoring
Coordinator
Phone
Main Office
Phone
E-mail
Mailing Address
BLM Field Office
Phone
E-mail
Hours
Mailing Address

Peter Woodruff, American Conservation Experience
(801) 989-7069
(801) 946-5201
wsa@usaconservation.org
623 East 2100 South, Suite #B1
Salt Lake City, UT 84106
Cedar City Field Office
(435) 865-3000
BLM_UT_CC_Mail@blm.gov
Monday through Friday, 8am-4:30pm. Closed federal
holidays.
176 East DL Sargent Drive
Cedar City, Utah 84721

District Office
Name

Color Country District

Website

https://www.blm.gov/programs/national-conservationlands/utah

For Emergencies: Call 911
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Preparing to Monitor
Preparing for a field visit
Print a copy of the “General Orientation Guide: Basics of Wilderness Study Area
Monitoring” and this site-specific guide from wildsnap.org. Take printed copies of
relevant maps. Copies of the Cedar City 1:100K surface management maps are
available for purchase from local BLM Offices (https://www.blm.gov/contact/utah).
Long-term volunteers may qualify for free maps under administrative use and a
volunteer agreement; discuss with your BLM liaison.

Setting and Terrain
Spring Creek Canyon Wilderness Study Area (WSA) is located in the southeastern
corner of Iron County, Utah about seven miles southwest of Cedar City. The WSA is
4,433 acres and measures approximately six miles from north to south and three miles
from east to west. Private and state land surrounds most of the WSA with the state
land nearly bisecting the study area. The southern boundary adjoins Zion National
Park.
Spring Creek Canyon WSA includes a portion of the Hurricane Cliffs, an impressive
west-facing escarpment that extends from north of Cedar City into northwestern
Arizona. Two major canyons, Kanarra and Spring Creek, bisect the WSA with elevations
ranging from 5,600 feet at the base of the cliffs to almost 7,900 feet on the ridge tops.
Vegetation consists primarily of juniper, scrub oak, shrubs, and grasses; however,
along the riparian zone, sedges, rushes, cottonwoods, and willows are prevalent. The
area provides habitat for various birds of prey such as the bald eagle and peregrine
falcon as well as many other animals and at least four plant species that are
considered sensitive.
The majority of the WSA is rated outstanding for scenic quality due to the stunning,
narrow red rock canyons that offer spectacular hiking along the streambeds. In
particular, hiking in Kanarra Canyon involves traveling (and sometimes wading) along
Kanarra Creek and climbing up and over several beautiful waterfalls. Due to its
immense beauty and unique hiking opportunities, this area sees a large number of
visitors every year.

Access Routes
General access directions are given below; please see the “Monitoring Areas and Key
Observation Points” section starting on page 5 for additional directions.
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The Spring Creek Canyon WSA has three main access areas: Spring Creek Canyon,
Kanarra Canyon and the Red Rock Trail. The entire WSA is best accessed from the
town of Kanarraville, located approximately 12 miles south of Cedar City.
To access Spring Creek Canyon, drive south on US Hwy 91. Just before the south edge
of Kanarraville, turn left/east onto Spring Creek Road (a dirt track). You can park just
off of the route. Access to the upper portion of the road is very rough and 0.25 mile to
the east of the lower parking area.
To access the Red Rock Trail, park across the street from the city dump station on
Spring Creek Road and follow the two track route to the base of the trails or you can
park at the east end of 100 South Street in Kanarraville, then follow the trail south at
the base of the mountain to the beginning of the Red Rock trail.
Kanarra Creek Canyon is located approximately one mile north of Spring Creek Canyon.
To access Kanarra Creek Canyon, drive east along 100 North Street in Kanarraville to
the end of the pavement, and then turn left/north into the city parking lot. (Note: If you
do not wish to pay the $10.00 parking fee, you can park in the public parking lot adjacent to
the city building on Main street, ½ mile from the Kanarra Creek parking lot). The trail from
the parking lot follows a road for approximately one mile until you reach SITLA land.
From the end of the road you can hike along the streambed. When you reach the
narrow slot section, you will be required to hike in the water. Most visitors end their
hike at the slide waterfall, but adventurous hikers may elect to continue up the slot
canyon at their own discretion.
Transportation to and from the Spring Creek Canyon WSA is not provided by BLM or
ACE. The access points described above are usually accessible to passenger vehicles,
but it is recommended that all vehicles should be equipped with at least one spare tire,
tools, and supplies to deal with emergencies. Research weather conditions before
venturing into the WSA. Be sure to leave any gates as they are found.

Water Availability
Access to both canyons is along streambeds; water should be filtered or treated prior
to consumption. The stream in Spring Creek Canyon is intermittent toward the end of
the hike so adequate water (recommended at one gallon/person/day) should be
carried.

Services and Facilities
No services are available in the WSA although the nearby town of Cedar City offers
opportunities to buy food, gas, water and other items.
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Communications
Cell phone coverage in the Spring Creek Canyon WSA is spotty. Most locations outside
the canyons have cell service. Use of satellite phones or messengers is the only
reliable means of communication with the outside world if you are in the slot canyon
sections of this WSA. Personal location devices are not provided by the BLM or ACE;
WildSNAP users without access to personal location devices should develop a
communication or check-in procedure with family or friends prior to visiting the WSA.

Monitoring the WSA
Signs
Where the WSA boundary occurs at the end of authorized vehicle routes, fiber-glass
signs and/or posts have been placed to notify the public that motorized access is not
permissible beyond that point. Monitors should report damage of signs to BLM by
selecting “Disturbances/Impairments/Maintenance” then “Signs” and taking a photo
with any necessary notes within the app.

Identified Resource Issues
Spring Creek WSA experiences high visitation due to its outstanding recreational
opportunities and the popular Kanarraville Falls. Main resource concerns in the WSA
are illegal OHV use, BLM sign vandalism, and litter.

Potential or Documented Supplemental Values
Supplemental values include ecological, geological, or other features of scientific,
educational, scenic, or historical value. The BLM identified the following “special
features” in the Spring Creek Canyon WSA: Mexican Spotted Owl habitat, potential
habitat for bald eagle, peregrine falcon and other sensitive species. Please document
any features of interest, such as occurrence of a threatened or endangered species.
Please be advised that the location of cultural and archeological resources is
protected and should not be shared with other members of the public.

Monitoring Areas and Key Observation Points
The BLM has identified monitoring areas, which are general areas of monitoring
interest, and Key Observation Points (KOPs), which are exact locations of significant
management interest within a larger monitoring area of focus. Monitoring areas and

5

KOPs are generally areas of high-use that experience surface disturbance, or provide a
viewpoint where pictures of the landscape can be taken to track impacts and/or
changes to wilderness characteristics over time. There are three monitoring
areas/routes designated within the Spring Creek WSA – the Spring Creek hiking trail,
and the Kanarra Creek hiking trail and the Red Rock trail. There is one KOP located
along each of the hiking trails, the coordinates for this point are listed below, and
displayed in the following map.
Volunteers visiting either monitoring area will have to cross creeks several times, and
will likely wade through 2-3 foot deep pools. Volunteers should take measures to
prevent water damage to equipment or personal belongings. Both monitoring routes
also cross state owned land (state parcels are not part of the WSA nor within BLM’s
jurisdiction). Volunteers should focus monitoring efforts on WSA areas along the
prescribed monitoring routes/areas.
Both canyons see an incredibly high use and visitation during the spring, summer, and
fall months. Focus should be directed on illegal ATV use in the canyons and the
construction of new tracks and roadways that are not noted on the map. The road up
Kanarra Creek is a valid existing right for a water pipeline.
Table 1: Monitoring Area- Spring Creek Canyon WSA
Key Observation Point (KOP) Name

Decimal Degrees
Latitude

Longitude

Spring Creek high use/disturbed area

37.507654

-113.15966

Kanarra Creek

37.5366025

-113.16569

Red Rock Trail

37.5312350

-113.17234
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Left to right: Spring Creek high use/disturbed area KOP perspective facing north; east.

Left to right: Spring Creek high use/disturbed area KOP perspective facing south; west.

7

Clockwise from top left: Kanarra Creek KOP facing north, east, south, and west.

8

Clockwise from top left: Red Rock Trail KOP perspective facing north, east, south, and west.

Illustrations of Potential Supplemental Values
The figures below were sourced through Wikimedia Commons (licensed for reuse) to
illustrate the potential supplemental values that BLM has identified within the Spring
Creek Canyon WSA.

Left to right: Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus); Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus); Mexican Spotted
Owl (Strix Occidentalis)
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