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General Information
WildSNAP
Monitoring
Coordinator
Phone
Main Office
Phone
E-mail
Mailing Address
BLM Field Office
Phone
E-mail
Hours
Mailing Address

Peter Woodruff, American Conservation Experience
(801) 989-7069
(801) 946-5201
wsa@usaconservation.org
623 East 2100 South, Suite #B1
Salt Lake City, UT 84106
Cedar City Field Office
(435) 865-3000
BLM_UT_CC_Mail@blm.gov
Monday through Friday, 8am-4:30pm. Closed federal
holidays.
176 East DL Sargent Drive
Cedar City, Utah 84721

District Office
Name

Color Country District

Website

https://www.blm.gov/programs/national-conservationlands/utah

BLM Field Office
Phone
District Office
Name
E-mail
Hours
Mailing Address

Fillmore Field Office
(435) 743-3100
West Desert District
BLM_UT_FM_Mail@blm.gov
Monday through Friday, 8am-4:30p. Closed federal holidays.
95 East 500 North
Fillmore, Utah 84631

For Emergencies: Call 911

1

Wah Wah Mountains
Wilderness Study Area

BLM Fillmore Field Office
(435) 743-3100
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* DISCLAIMER: This information is provided as a courtesy only, no
warranty, expressed or implied, is made as to the current validity of
this information. Weather events can quickly alter trail conditions
and increase difficulty levels, be prepared for changing conditions
at all times. Unsecured, abandoned mines may be present near the
trails--for your safety, never enter abandoned mines. The BLM is
not liable for any incidents arising from the use of the information
presented here--each user is solely responsible for their own safety
while enjoying their public lands. Produced May 2016
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Preparing to Monitor
Preparing for a field visit
Print a copy of the “General Orientation Guide: Basics of Wilderness Study Area
Monitoring” and this site-specific guide from wildsnap.org. Take printed copies of
relevant maps. Copies of the Wah Wah Mountains North 1:100K surface management
maps are available for purchase from local BLM Offices
(https://www.blm.gov/contact/utah). Long-term volunteers may qualify for free maps
under administrative use and a volunteer agreement; discuss with your BLM liaison.

Setting and Terrain
Wah Wah Mountains Wilderness Study Area (WSA) is located in southwestern Millard
County and northwestern Beaver County, approximately 30 miles west of Milford, UT. It
is a part of the greater Wah Wah Mountain Range, a north-south trending range that
extends 32 miles from Crystal Peak in the north to Wah Wah Peak in the south and
covers an intensely rugged cove and canyon landscape. The WSA is ~42,140 acres in
size and covers approximately 20 miles north to south by up to five miles east to west.
State Route 21 forms the southern boundary.
The WSA encloses a narrow, flat-topped mountain range with steep and rugged
topography and elevations ranging from 5,600 to 8,980 feet. Vegetation consists
primarily of pinyon-juniper woodlands with mixed stands of ponderosa pine, white fir,
and mountain mahogany. Bristlecone pine grows on approximately 190 acres in the
higher elevations of the WSA. Bristlecones are rare in this area and those in the WSA
are exceptionally large, reaching heights of 50 feet or more. Bristlecone pines are
among the oldest living trees.
The area is also teeming with wildlife as cougar, antelope, deer, chukar partridge, and
various birds of prey all reside within the unit. The area also provides unique geological
and archaeological characteristics, particularly around the area of Crystal Peak.
Due to its remote location, the Wah Wahs offer outstanding opportunity for solitude
and primitive recreation. The steep limestone cliffs and rough secluded canyons cause
some to consider the hiking, climbing, and sightseeing opportunities in this area
among the best in western Utah.

Access Routes
General access directions are given below; please see the “Monitoring Areas and Key
Observation Points” section starting on page 6 for additional directions.
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The Wah Wah Mountains are generally best approached from Milford, Utah or the
unincorporated community of Black Rock, Utah. The access points vary from the
northern portion of the WSA (Crystal Peak and Sand Pass Key Observation Points
(KOPs)) and the southern portion (Wah Wah Summit KOP).
To access the northern portion of the Wah Wah Mountains from the I-15 corridor, travel
west from Cove Fort, Utah on Black Rock Road. (Alternatively, travel north from Cedar
City through Milford to Black Rock.) Black Rock Road crosses Hwy 257 to become
Crystal Peak Road, Travel ~35 miles west of Highway 257 on the Crystal Peak Road to
reach the north end of the WSA. Black Rock and Crystal Peak roads are graveled and
maintained.
To access the southern portion of the WSA, travel west from Milford on State Route 21
for 32 miles. The access route for the Wah Wah Summit monitoring area is located just
beyond mile marker 45, near a sign for the Wah Wah summit.
Once off the paved state route, roads become dirt tracks that typically require 4WD
and high clearance. Please obey any posted closures.
Transportation to and from the Wah Wah Mountains WSA is is not provided by BLM or
ACE. Due to the remote nature of this site, all vehicles should be equipped with at least
one spare tire, tools, and supplies to deal with emergencies. High-clearance 4WD and
all-terrain tires are recommended for vehicles that continue off of the paved highway.
Be sure to leave any gates as they are found.

Water Availability
Water is scarce in the WSA. There are a few intermittent springs that are difficult to
locate. Be sure to pack in adequate water (recommended at one gallon/person/day in
the summer) as no dependable source is available.

Services and Facilities
There are no services immediately near the Wah Wah Mountains WSA. However, the
towns of Milford (~30 miles; pop. 1,420) and Cove Fort (~54 miles) offer opportunity to
stock up on food, gas, and water before traveling to the WSA. There is lodging in
Milford for overnight visitors who do not wish to camp. The Milford Valley Memorial
Hospital (850 N Main Street in Milford; 435-387-2411) is a resource in case of
emergencies.

Communications
Cell phone coverage in the Wah Wah Mountains WSA is spotty at best. Use of satellite
phones or messengers is the only reliable means of communication with the outside
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world. Personal location devices are not provided by the BLM or ACE; WildSNAP users
without access to personal location devices should develop a communication or
check-in procedure with family or friends prior to visiting the WSA.

Monitoring the WSA
Signs
Where the WSA boundary occurs at the end of authorized vehicle routes, fiber-glass
signs and/or posts have been placed to notify the public that motorized access is not
permissible beyond that point. Monitors should report damage of signs to BLM by
selecting “Disturbances/Impairments/Maintenance” then “Signs” and taking a photo
with any necessary notes within the app.

Allowable Uses or Exceptions to the NonImpairment Standard within the Wah Wah
Mountains WSA
There are active grazing allotments within the WSA. Volunteers may encounter cattle.
The Sand Pass route has not been formally closed to OHV use; volunteers may
encounter lawful use of the route by members of the public.

Identified Resource Issues
The main resource concerns in the WSA are illegal OHV use (primarily during hunting
season) and BLM sign vandalism. While there are currently no known pressing
resource concerns, illegal OHV use, particularly during hunting season when the WSA
experiences its greatest visitation, is a potential issue. Sign vandalism and litter are
also concerns primarily during hunting season and holiday weekends.

Potential or Documented Supplemental Values
Supplemental values include ecological, geological, or other features of scientific,
educational, scenic, or historical value. The BLM identified the following “special
features” in the Wah Wah Mountains WSA: Crystal Peak (~42 acres; prominent
example of Tunnel Springs tuff); bristlecone pine; and potential habitat for ferruginous
hawk, Swainson’s hawk, long-billed curlew, western snowy plover, white-faced ibis,
Cryptantha compacta, Eriogonum ammophilum and Sphaeralcea caespitosa. Please
document any features of interest, such as occurrence of a threatened or endangered
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species. Please be advised that the location of cultural and archeological resources is
protected and should not be shared with other members of the public.

Monitoring Areas and Key Observation Points
Volunteers are encouraged to explore the entire Wah Wah Mountains WSA at their
discretion. The BLM has identified monitoring areas, which are general areas of
monitoring interest, and Key Observation Points (KOPs), which are exact locations of
significant management interest within a larger monitoring area of focus. Monitoring
areas and KOPs are generally areas of high-use, that experience surface disturbance,
or provide a viewpoint where pictures of the landscape can be taken to track impacts
and/or changes to wilderness characteristics over time.
Monitoring areas of focus for the Wah Wah WSA include the summit area and a road
bordering the eastern edge of the WSA. While this area sees little visitor use and there
are no designated hiking trails, Wah Wah Summit (elevation 8,980 ft) in the southern
portion of the WSA has been designated as one area of focus, and the eastern
boundary as another monitoring area of focus. Both areas can be accessed easily from
State Route 21. These two routes provide volunteers access to the areas of high
monitoring interest.
Table 2: Key Observation Points
Key Observation Point (KOP)
Name

Decimal Degrees
Latitude

Longitude

Base of Crystal Peak

38.79051

-113.59443

Northeast Corner

38.78514

-113.56411

Sand Pass Route Intersection

38.73690

-113.64149

Wah Wah Summit Area

38.52633

-113.54457

Directions to Crystal Peak and Northeast Corner KOPs
From the intersection of Hwy 257 and the Black Rock/Crystal Peak Road, travel west
toward Crystal Peak Pass. The Northeast Corner KOP is located ~34 miles from Black
Rock. Please look for instances of OHV use into the WSA.
The Crystal Peak KOP is ~1.7 miles further west (~35.8 miles from Black Rock). Park
off the side of Crystal Peak Road, just east of the peak. Crystal Peak Road forms the
northern boundary of the WSA. Hike ~0.5 miles along the base of the peak to the Base
of Crystal Peak KOP. Note any disturbances or intrusions within the WSA.
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Directions to Sand Pass KOP
Sand Pass Intersection
From Crystal Peak Pass, drive west (toward Nevada). At 3.4 miles west of the Pass,
turn south onto the first dirt road (CR 3194) to the left past Crystal Peak. Drive ~5.22
miles south and then turn left (east) toward Sand Pass.
Wah Wah Summit Area KOPs
The access route for the Wah Wah Summit KOP is located just beyond mile marker 45
on Highway 21, near a sign for the Wah Wah summit. A dirt road departs the Highway
at 38.51731 degrees latitude and -113.54532 degrees longitude and provides access
to the KOP, located approximately 0.75 miles north of the highway.

Wah Wah Summit Area KOP Facing North

Wah Wah Summit Area KOP Facing East

Wah Wah Summit Area KOP Facing South

Wah Wah Summit Area KOP Facing West
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Illustrations of Potential Supplemental Values
The figures below were sourced through Wikimedia Commons (licensed for reuse) to
illustrate the potential supplemental values that BLM has identified within the Wah
Wah Mountains WSA.

Left to right: Ferruginous hawk (Buteo regalis); Swainson’s hawk (Buteo swainsoni); Long-billed
curlew (Numenius americanus); Western snowy plover (Charadrius alexandrinus nivosus)

Left to right: White-faced ibis (Plegadis chihi); Bristlecone pine (Pinus longaeva); Cryptantha spp.

Left to right: Eriogonum spp.; Sphaeralcea caespitosa
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