
 
     

January 9, 2014 

 

Leadership Academy of Nevada 

7495 West Azure Drive, Suite 209 

Las Vegas, Nevada 89130 

 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

The meeting was held on site and via the internet, and via conference call. 

A recording of the online meeting will be provided upon request.  
 

 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 

On Site: Via the Internet Via Conference Call 

None Valerie Blake, Chair 

Ray Jones, Vice Chair 

Kelly Parker, Treasurer 

Heidi Wixom, Secretary 

Sione Pulotu 

Tom Stanley 

 

 

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: 

None 

 

STAFF PRESENT: 
 

On Site: Via the Internet Via Conference Call 

Angie Kleven 

Bryon Richardson 

None None 

 

EMO MEMBERS PRESENT: 
 

On Site: Via the Internet Via Conference Call 

None James Ure None 

 

AUDIENCE IN ATTENDANCE: 
 

On Site: Via the Internet Via Conference Call 

None None None 
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OPENING 

Chair Blake called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. with attendance reflected as above. 

 

Agenda Item 1 - Approval of minutes from the November 14, 2013 regular board meeting.  
Secretary Wixom presented the revised minutes for a vote.   

 

Vice Chair Jones moved to approve the amended minutes from the November 14, 2013 regular 

board meeting.  Member Pulotu seconded.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 

Agenda Item 2 – Public Comment (public comment pursuant to this item should be limited to the 

agenda) 
There was no public comment.  

 

UPDATES 

Agenda Item 3 – Financial Update 
Treasurer Parker reviewed the current financial status of Leadership Academy of Nevada. 

 

Agenda Item 4 – Administration Update 
Director Richardson shared the following information: 

A. Newsletters will be sent out on a regular basis beginning next week. 

B. The website is being updated. 

Agenda Item 5 – WES Update 
James Ure noted the following: 

A. Williamsburg Educational Services (WES) has appreciated the extra year before opening to 

prepare; it has been time well spent.    

B. WES is on track to have the curriculum for grades 6-8 approved by the Department of 

Education.   

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Agenda Item 6 – Activities Committee 
Director Richardson noted that on Saturday, January 11, would be a training for the Leadership 

Academy Student Ambassadors.  

 

Agenda Item 7 – Foundation Committee 
There was no report from the Foundation Committee. 

 

Agenda Item 8 – Fundraising Committee  

Chair Blake noted that the following: 

A. We are working with Fueno, a company dedicated to raising money for a good cause.  Chair 

Blake has worked with Mr. Brent Hauver and two Fueno interns/students to take video 

footage and still shots that they will incorporate into a video which will be released through 

social media and used in presentations to individuals and corporations to seek donations.  

The interns/students with Fueno will keep 15% of the earnings as their compensation.  
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B. Chair Blake and Member Stanley have begun to meet with organizations in the community to 

make them aware of Leadership Academy.  Some of these meetings will be to increase our 

student population and others will be to fundraise.  On the day of the board meeting, they met 

with Fern Adair Conservatory of the Arts, and they have others lined up for the near future.   

C. Chair Blake noted that we now have six months (the end of July) until we find out whether or 

not the school will open this fall or close its doors permanently.  It is incumbent upon all 

board members, administration, volunteers, parents, the EMO, and anyone else who wants 

the school to open, to help recruit students and to raise funds.  The goal is to raise $50,000 by 

the end of January.   

 

Agenda Item 9 – Marketing Committee 

Member Stanley noted the following in addition to the marketing update that was provided in the 

supporting documents: 

A. As Chair Blake mentioned above, LANV has scheduled appointments with community 

organizations such as Fern Adair Conservatory of the Arts and has appointments scheduled 

with the Las Vegas Rattlers, a youth basketball league.  In addition, there are meetings in the 

works for the Lions Club, several local Chambers of Commerce, youth tennis leagues, and 

more.   

B. Our social media campaign has launched.  This will be announced in a newsletter in the next 

week, and we are asking all board members to join and share/follow to promote our social 

media efforts.  There is also a Facebook page specifically to connect LANV with people who 

can help us with ideas for fundraising, marketing, and enrollment.  

C. The marketing committee will also work with Member Pulotu and others to present at 

schools, specifically targeting 5
th

 and 8
th

 graders, and students in leadership and international 

baccalaureate programs.  

D. Member Stanley pointed out that very often churches and religious organizations will 

promote high-quality schools and educational opportunities among their members. 

E. Finally, we will also work to establish book fairs at Barnes and Noble locations.  

 

BUSINESS 
Chair Blake addressed a question regarding the status of the Zappos and Discovery Charter 

School property near Container Park in Las Vegas.  She noted that she has received no further 

communication regarding this, and that it may not be a wise move for us this year.  She will 

continue to update the board as new information becomes available.  

 

Agenda Item 10 – NAC 386.135 
Ms. Kleven presented the wording for this revised regulation with the Nevada Administrative 

Code that will allow schools to enroll students as soon as their charter is approved.  For this year, 

the State Public Charter School Authority has granted us permission to “pre-enroll” students and 

then officially enroll them at the 120-days-before-school-begins mark.  
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NEW BUSINESS 

Agenda Item 11 – Charter Amendments 

Ms. Kleven noted that multiple amendments need to be made to the charter in order to pre-enroll 

our students and to prepare for opening in 2013-14.  Some of these changes need to be made at 

this meeting, and others will be made in the future.  

 

A. Amendments to the charter as approved at this board meeting: 

 

i. Vice Chair Jones moved to change 2013-14 to 2014-15 as necessary.  Treasurer 

Parker seconded.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

ii. Treasurer Parker moved to change our first year of operation to 2014-15 and 

our second year of operation to 2015-16 as necessary.  Member Pulotu seconded.  

The motion carried unanimously.  

 

iii. Vice Chair Jones moved to change our grades from 9-12 to 6-12 as necessary.  

Member Pulotu seconded.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

iv. Treasurer Parker moved to establish our pre-enrollment window as January 27-

February 9, 2014, or a later two-week period if necessary pending state 

approval.  Secretary Wixom seconded.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

v. Treasurer Parker moved to change the pre-enrollment process in B.3.7 as 

required by the SPCSA and as presented in the supporting documents (a copy of 

which is attached).  Member Pulotu seconded.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

vi. Vice Chair Jones moved to replace #12 of B.3.11 (the Lottery Process).  Member 

Stanley seconded.  The motion carried unanimously. 

 

vii. Secretary Wixom moved to table the final amendment of B.3.11 until the 

proposed wording for #12 is available.  Vice Chair Jones seconded.  The motion 

carried unanimously. 

 

B. Amendments to the charter to be made at future board meetings:   

Ms. Kleven noted that some of the amendments that will need to be made in the future 

include, but are not limited to:  Staff revisions, budget revisions (breakeven number, 

technology stipend, etc…), an Application to Limit the Number of Pupils Enrolled in a 

Charter School (if necessary), the official calendar for the 2014-15 school year, a revised 

contract with WES, and the assessments required for the 2014-15 school year.  

 
Agenda Item 12 – Application for a Loan from the State: NRS 350.087 

Treasurer Parker reviewed this statute along with information gleaned from the webinar he and Ms. 

Kleven attended regarding this loan process.  After a discussion regarding the pros and cons of applying 

for the loan, it was decided to table this until another board meeting since the application is not due until 

March 15, the amount for which we are eligible to apply depends upon the number of enrolled students, 

and our pre-enrollment period has not yet commenced.  Vice Chair Jones tasked himself with researching 
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the interpretation of the wording “Failure of compliance by a licensed teacher who is member of 

governing body” as seen in NAC 386.360 and other regulations and statutes.  He will also investigate 

NAC 386.445(4)(d) to determine who is financially responsible should LANV not open this fall.   

 

Vice Chair Jones moved to table approval of this loan application.  Member Pulotu seconded.  The 

motion carried unanimously.   

 

CLOSING 

Agenda Item 13 – Upcoming Calendar Events 
Chair Blake noted the following:  

 Student Ambassadors Training on Saturday, January 11 at 10:00 am.  

 Governing Board Training Huddle on Thursday, January 18 at 7:00 pm in the Zoom Room. 

 State Board of Education Meeting on Thursday, January 30 at 9:00 am at the NDE offices located at 

9890 South Maryland Parkway, Second Floor, Las Vegas, Nevada 89183.  At this meeting, we should 

speak in favor of the changes proposed for NAC 386.135 (and as reviewed above).  

 National School Choice Week Events on Saturday, February 1 include:   

o Charter School Open House at RISE from 10:00 am – 1:00 pm 

o LANV Zen Zones (put on by WES) at Fern Adair Conservatory from 3:00 – 5:00 pm.   

 

Agenda Item 14 – Board Member Comments 
Chair Blake noted that she and Secretary Wixom received a call that day from a family that is hoping and 

praying for the school to open.  Secretary Wixom acknowledged this as a meaningful and timely phone 

call which reinforced the necessity and urgency to open this school.  

 

Agenda Item 15 – Public Comment 

There was no public comment.  

 

Agenda Item 16 – Next Meeting Date 
Chair Blake informed that the next board meeting would be held on February 13, 2014, at 7:00 pm, at the 

same location and via the internet.   

 

Agenda Item 17 – Adjournment 

 

Vice Chair Jones moved for adjournment.  Treasurer Parker seconded.  The motion carried 

unanimously. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m. 

 

 

Minutes approved on: _____________________________________ 

 

Signed by:  _____________________________________ 

   Angela Kleven 

Office/Business Manager of Leadership Academy of Nevada  
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Proposed Amendment to our Charter 

The proposed amendment to our charter is indicated by bold typeface and brackets. 

Required Element B.3.7:     

As long as our school’s enrollment is less than it can accommodate (as determined by 

NAC 386.353), the School “shall enroll pupils…in the order in which applications are received.”  

“…[I]f more pupils…apply for enrollment…than the number of spaces which are available…” 

the school shall use a lottery to determine who will be enrolled. Because our school will not be 

an “at-risk” charter school, we will recognize no lottery exemptions.  As a public school, we will 

not close, cap, delay, postpone, or otherwise limit enrollment except as allowed by NAC 386.353.  

As stated in the Cover Sheet for our charter school application and elaborated upon in Section 

B.3.8, we will limit enrollment to a certain number of pupils or ratio of teachers to pupils 

pursuant to NAC 386.353.    

For the following situations only [situations identified below, only,] our school will 

establish and advertise an enrollment [a pre-enrollment] window from May 15-31, 2013 April 

1-15, 2013 [January 27 – February 9, 2014], during which it will accept applications.  [The 

pre-enrollment process identifies pupils who are assured enrollment beginning 120 days 

before the date on which the charter school will open.]   

 Approaching our first year of operation; 

 When adding a new grade; and 

 For annual enrollment in our school’s lowest grade.   

We will announce and advertise these opening and closing dates of the [pre-enrollment] 

window to the community in which we plan to operate.  For details on how we will manage a 

lottery system, see Attachment B.3.11.  


