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The Origin of the Runes and Language on the Kensington
Rune Stone

For over a century certain details on the Kensington Rune Stone inscription were asserted to
be most powerful proof of a modern forgery. Most of these details are now fully explained
by the detailed examination of the runes of Gotland that follow and by the compelling
identification that the Kensington Rune Stone has the traits of the dialects of Gotland and
Eastern Gotaland. This chapter begins with a section on the most compelling proof that the
Kensington Rune Stone is medieval, the dotted R. This is followed by a section that
demonstrates how most of the runic details on the Kensington Rune Stone are found in the
medieval runic records of Gotland. The next section deals with the mutual dialect traits to be
found either in Gotland or Eastern Gétaland, with those on the Kensington Rune Stone. This
is followed by a section on the Eastern Table derived date on the KRS. The last section deals
with the recently discovered rune-rows on the Larsson documents discovered in Sweden in
2004, and the Yoke inscription which was discovered in Sweden in 2003.

The well-known phrase, “the devil is in the details” could not be more appropriate when it
comes to the inscription on the Kensington Rune Stone. It is these details that give
compelling proof that the runes and language of the KRS are indeed medieval and could only
have been applied in the 14™ century.

The Dotted R

' The most compelling indication that the runes of the Kensington Rune Stone are medieval is

the dotted R’s found on the inscription. R represents a palatal r sound, but is a sound no
longer found in Scandinavian. The reader may have wondered why English has a word
“their” and a word “there” that both sound the same but have totally different meanings. One
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can blame the Viking settlements in England during the period 800-1150 for this fact, since
!J w\n - '+t the Scandinavian baiR (their) and bffr (there) became English loan words. With time <R> / A
\R = €y
and <r> merged to one common sound in English. The same merger took place in
] | Scandinavia, first in Norway and Northern Sweden and finally in Denmark and southern
fheoe'= Pe @2 Sweden. When the KRS was discovered in 1898, runologists thought that the palatal R,

e Pt designated by the pitch fork shaped rune (rl\) was out of the language at the end of the

Viking age (latest 1100). However Otto van Friesen (1933: Fig. 64, 231-2) included (rl\) in
his rune-row as applicable in Gotland until around 1300. In her recent Doctor’s thesis docdsn] 2

Snadal (2002) has shown that (rl\) was used in Gotland as late as the mid-1300s at Fide
(1) Church in inscription G- 28 and that during the 1300s (rl\) was often applied incorrectly asCat_." e

Tofta Church Inscription G-195 of circa 1347. (It is this use of (fl\) for <r> that indicated
ouye: & 4.+ that the Larsson rune-row is medieval in origin). Therefore the use of the palatal R on the
teans Wfheb G0 KRS would be in keeping With the times.

o ok dhl
e But there is something else that is very important. A special sign was introduced in medieval
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times for the palatal R, namely the dotted (R). This rune form was documented in Ukna

., : Church in Sméland, Sweden on the southern coast opposite Gotland and in Lund, Skéne,
LY Sweden at the southern end of the Baltic. Both of these inscriptions were found in the 1930s,
Y 40 years after the KRS was discovered.

The three dotted R’s present on the Kensington Rune Stone provide definitive and
compelling proof of its medieval origin. The following is a comprehensive look at the dotted
R’s on known medieval inscriptions and on the Kensington Rune Stone.

Ukna Church Inscription

In 1935 the dotted R first came to the attention of runologists on an inscription (Sm-145) in

Yowf the Ukna church in Sméland, Sweden. The words, éraR bomR ({helr))rayers) appear in the
inscription with both R’s being dotted. The dot was used to indicate the R sound when
pronounced with the tip of the tongue on the roof of the mouth. This is also called the
“palatal R.” Jacobsen and Moltke (1942: 968) report this discovery in their manual of runes.
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[0rdR BoniR (your prayers)

This inscription (SM-145), from about 1300 was found in the 1935 at Ukna church near Kalmar, . /,-(/,&6
Smiland, Sweden. The dotted R’s, the first pﬁ} painted Jnd the second not pamted, in this mscrlptlon
are cited in Jacobsen and Moltke (1942: 968). J ) ; \

Lund Bone 4 in Skine, Sweden

1054. 13

10563-1054. lL.und-benstykke |1 17,

(unpir.)

The Lund Bone 4 in Jacobsen and Moltke (1942: 968) was discovered in 1938.

ARAR x 4R4 x 4RN x P|HPR4 R

37 araR ara g@ru fiarhaR .
e;, rbart - “The oars of the eagle are its wings”
o fewser €8sl

ilg H Another inscription was found with two dotted Rs, in the1938 excavation of a medieval site
in Lund, Sweden from the Elder Middle Danish period, circa 1200 (see color section, plate
21). The Lund Bone 4 (Danish Rune Annex 5) has two dotted Rs in the words fia’ﬁyaR mnJ
( feathers) and araR (oars) in the poetic expression “The eagle’s feathers (wings) are its
oars.”

Dotted R’s on the Kensington Rune Stone

The first dotted R to be noticed on the Kensington Rune Stone was made by Erik Wahlgren
in 1958 in the word norr (north), which can be seen on the inside cover of his book. Based

on photographs, Wahlgren detected the sequence ng‘p‘)line 4 of the inscription, but made no 1+ R
attempt to interpret them. Barry Hanson made a visual inspection in 2001, which indicated
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there was no intentional punch in the first R, and only the lower punch was present in the
second R yielding norlR (north). Wolter (2000) photo documented the dotted R’s in the

words GoteR (Gotalanders) and laegek (camp). These dots are easily observed in the
previously published photographs of the Kensington Rune Stone. However, Wolter’s (2000)
microscopic photographs under different lighting has allowed for better examination of the
punches.

RRR

These three “R” runes on the Kensington Rune Stone have obvious punch marks (L to R: R-1, C-7; R-4,
C-74; R-5, C-104; R-6, C-125).

A fourth dotted R was documented by the authors in December of 2004 in the word waR
(were). We sought out this particular dotted R when we realized that it would be
etymologically correct.



A punch in the upper part of the R in war (were) was documented in December of 2004 (R-6, C-125)

_from Wolter (2002).

rl\ -
The dotted R in the word war (were), as seen here on a full sized cast of the stone, has the correct orlgmal
etymology.

Compare with the word vahR vaR (were) in the G-370 inscription at Hablingbo church on
Gotland from circa 1150 (Snaedal 2002: Fig 4, 68-70). This word also has an <h> insert
sequence —ahR, a three letter sequence that is reminiscent of ahr (year) with its <h> insert on
the Kensington Rune Stone.

Prior to 1949, there were at least five known photographs taken of the KRS, and the dotted
R’s are clear in all of them. Inexplicably, while Moltke (1949) stated that the photographs
from Steward (1899) were §0 clear as if he had the Kensington Rune Stone on his desk, he
did not observe the very dotted R’s he had reported with Jacobsen in 1942. In 1985, Moltke
gave advice on observing rune forms, “But if there is any doubt, no photograph can ever take
the place for the rune stone itself. Go and look at it.” If the runologist had taken his own
advice he probably would have discovered this compelling evidence in favor of the Stone’s
validity as a medieval artifact.
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There are several examples of the “palatal R”, where the top of the tongue is placed on the
roof of the mouth when pronouncing the R, in inscriptions that were carved during medieval
times. The palatal R usually occurs at the end of a word or syllable.

The word vahR (were), with a palatal R (rl\), appears in the G-370 inscription from Hablingbo church
on Gotland, circa 1150.

On the Fortuna fragment U1003B, circa 1100, both R—letters are used ét thls'tmr# ((I\ and R) in the /

word BTI fI\R (E) BTIER (after). This rune stone fragment was discovered in 1923

Examples of the correct usage of the palatal R (rl\ ) persist as late as the 1400s in Gotland (G-
28, G-289 and G-290).7 However the surprisingly sparse usage of the palatal R is found in
eptir (after) in Gotland, and on the Kensington Rune Stone. In the Norrlanda Church
inscription G-151, both the r and R are used, which indicates the carver’s uncertainty
concerning which r-letter to use, so he apparently used both. The same seems to be true with
the late Viking era inscription U-1003B (circa 1100). Thompson (1975: 136) referred to this
rune as the “strange dotted r-rune of 1003B.” Runic commentators have considered this
dotted R to be a decoration, but no reference was made to the existence of the dotted R, and it
must be presumed that such a p0881b111ty was ignored.
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The Norrlanda church inscription from around 1300 (G-151, Plate 13) has the word EPTIRiR (after).

The last rl\-rune has only the left arm, a Gotlandic unilateral r| , as opposed to a bilateral R (I‘I\) K“ o

Examples of the correct usage of R () are present as late as 1400 in Gotland (G-28 Fide
Church circa middle 1300s).

The following ‘zére,\.)examples of the dotted R on inscriptions in Gotland are cited by the
authors and include the discovery of a previously undocumented dotted R’s found in 2005.

Dotted R’s Recorded by Swedish Investigators on Gotland

Five dotted R’s are described runic inscriptions on Gotland including G-57 Hemse, G-100
Lye, G-158 Gothem, G-70 Urgude, and G-128 Guldrupe, but their significance has been
overlooked by examining runologists.

Hemse Church

PLIRTTY

The Hemse church inscription (G-57) on Gotland, circa 1150, has an apparent dotted R documented by
runologists as GAIRALF. The dotted R was treated in the texts as a normal R without a dot.

.f.
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The Hemse church inscription (G-57) on Gotland, circa 1150, contains a dotted R (R) which
was curiously ignored in the text write-up for the name Gairalf. Acknowledging the dot
yields GaiRalf and is etymologically correct for this name. The runologists went on to say
that G-57 indicated an early transition of the palatal “R” to the modern “r” before 1150.

Instead, it apparently indicates the first record of the dotted R on the island of Gotland.

Lye Chruch

BARR

The G-100 Lye Church inscription has a dotted R at the end of the word byrR byrp (birth) from 1449.

Byrp (birth) is the normal spelling but for some reason the carver apparently heard a palatal
R when he spoke the word and recorded it. It is not etymologically correct and occurred 50

years after the G-28 Fide Church inscription with a correct usage EIPN paiR (t_h__eir). ¢s
PtR (there) later became the English words “their” and “there.” This explains w'h;/—there

are two meanings for the same sound in English, since these words were originally
introduced by the Viking settlements in England. '

G |

Gothem Church G-158 Lok pgere A '
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A dotted R was identified in the word pors (Sunday number Thor) by Pehr A. Sive in 1864,

P#RT

A dotted R was recorded by Siive on a grave slab in Gotland on the east edge of the inscription (G-158) at
Gothem Church circa 1305. PORS (Thor) is the name of the pb-rune.

L ORE B,
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This R is seen as the 5™ rune from the end of the 7" line in the inscription. PAdR 4=
pors (Thors). When plotted on the Easter Table the Golden Year date on the G-158
inscription gives the year as 1305 (Snadal 2002: 142). In another surprising twist runologist
Pehr A. Sive had already noted the dotted R in/an inscription (G-158) on Gotland in 1864,
but its significance has remained unrecognized by runologists to this day. For one thing, the

R is not etymologically correc]; 'however by 1305 many uses of the A\ symbol for R were
incorrectly applied in Gotland. A ven sg:.r o owred  abaol cathe i eswe Hey

d i

Urgunde Inscription G-70 from Sproge Parish

a0 = .»“H

ABAR4 -B+H1R:

L

This dotted R from 1514 on the G-70 Urgunda inscription was likely copied as a decoration from an
earlier inscription since the palatal R was reportedly no longer in use. The inscription says BETAR
(Peter)

The G-70 inscription, called Urgunde, is a dated inscription by the Easter calendar from 1514
and has a dotted R that could have been copied as a decoration from some earlier
inscription(s) likely carved a century or two before. There were likely many other

inscriptions that were still in good condition in 1514, but now almost five hundred years later
most are now either destroyed or weathered to the point where they are illegible.

Guldrupe Church
A

7 AR - RIPT

The G-128 inscription in plaster at Guldrupe Church is dated from the Easter calendar to 1508 and has

an initial dotted R. The dot could be a decoration or it could be a dotted R being used as a vowel. ;i “h+ e,

This dated inscription for 1508 is deemed too late for the Palatal R on Gotland, but in
Guldrupe it is used initially meaning that it could take a vowel sound. If not used as a
decoration, this word might mean(EYGP (cross- eyed) This inscription would be the only
one where the dotted R is used for a'vowel. In the Sm-145 Ukna Church inscription the

¢ u
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the Vastergarn church. The dot in this R is in the lower jeetion and nof the top section of the R. fof ra r; o

dotted Rs are used for the Palatal R sound, but in the same inscription (rl\) is used for <y>,
since it is between two consonants,(fof I)yrhllsar (Tyrgll s).

PARKIMHIR:

The Ukna Church inscription Sm 145 from circa 1300 has an R (A) used for .<y> between two consonants
in the word Pyrhilsiir (Tyrgil’s). \

Dotted R’s Recorded by the Authors on Gotland

The authors’ investigation of the word aLLR (all) in the G-192 inscription at Vistergarn
Church revealed the first dotted R on Gotland in the lower loop of the R. This usage is

identical to norlk on the Kensington Rune Stone. ALAR is etymologically correct with the
terminal palatal R. This means there are now five dotted R’s found in Scandinavia. It would
not be surprising if a number of other examples in Gotland remain to be discovered upon re-
examination of previously studied inscriptions.

Another example of the dotted R in the word aLIiR (all) appears in,/G-192 inscription, from circa 1400, at

10



Overstrikes of the R

IB41NIPR

{w.” A double dotted R with both dots on the main stave was found@'ﬁ this inscription (G-115), circa 1300, in

O the word botuibr from«fh# Gammelgarns church on Gotland, R
s -
Since the dots on the R in the word botuipr are not at the same elevation as the word N
Wk Do s separator they may not indicate an overstrike. This usage is identical to[the dotted R in the / ¢ AL e
¢r menn ' Kensington Rune Stone word 1i geR (camp), and does not appear to be an overstrike of the ’

2) Q sshaftin the R. A palatal R is nc\)t etymologically correct m@h)word and it seems to be an
overstrike of a premature word divider. These dots do have t approximate spacing of the
inscription’s word dividers. N

D

I
b

Y DL

The KRS word léggeR (camp) with a likely overstrike on the R.

The discovery of the dotted R’s on the Kensington Rune Stone, are undeniable proof of the
inscription’s medieval origin and the connection of the author to the island of Gotland. )
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The Easter Table Dating Code

The year carved on the Kensington Rune Stone ié‘}’éiven in pentadic numbers as (1362,

(F FPF) This date was unexpectedly found to be protected from alteration by the carver
who used a confirmation code that employed the Easter Table. This method of dating
was only used in runic inscriptions found on Gotland such as at Lye Church (G-99) and

7 }

7o }thql Sanda Church (G-184). There are more than a dozen inscriptions on Gotland that use

~the Easter dating system. We have chosen two of these, G-182 and G-184 from Sanda
o Ehurc , to illustrate the procedure to extract a date from the three dating items given.
a9

PINMIFR AR R ATV STTRUAIN I

k suntahr tir brim ok.i tretantu rato .
5 10 15 |20 26 UL AT

I} l{' "'
A PIan d
[ ! =

v 7 0 W e o \_’.. P Gh
»Kk sondag(sruna) och tprim{runa) i trettonde raden (pé pasktavlan).» s
» “ ¢
This bell hangs in fth¢ Sanda Church on the,f sland of Gotland. The inscription G-184 was cast into
the bell and reads in English, “k is the Sunday leﬂer{and}t is the Golden Year in the 13" column@f
the Easter Tablé}” When cross plotted on the Easter Table these characters yield the year 1493. /
/‘/
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One of the many self-dated inscriptions from Gotland reported by Sjoborg (1822), this inscription

(G-182) is from fhd Sanda Church. It identifies the Sunday letter as ¥ and the Golden Year as Lahr< ) 4
the name for the L-rune, in the 7" column of the Easter table. When plotted on the Easter Table
these characters yield the year 1324,

In medieval times a skilled person would calculate the date from a table like that in Table
1. For convenience this table will be converted to Latin Letters and Arabic numbers.
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Table1

This runic table is from Worm’s Gotlandic Calendar of 1328, as given in Lithberg and Wessén (1939:
11). The runes are converted to Latin letters and Arabic numbers in Table 2.

The Sunday Numbers are converted to Latin letters or Arabic numbers.

First Sunday of the year 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Runic Letter P N P 4 R g X
Sunday Letter A B C D E F G

) /Sunday Letter,

, A i ;
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The'u:Golden Year numberls.)are converted from runes to Arabic numbers ]?.Y the
conversion.” = »

1 |2 [3 |4 |5 |6 |7 |8 |9 |10 (|11 |12 |13 |14 (15 |16 |17 |18 |19

PIN|P |4 [RIV[¥ [+ ]|l [+ |4 |T[BIT |[Y |A|T XK

Golden Year Numbers

The results are shown in Table 2.

Tab. 65. Hjdlptabell omfattande séndagshoksliver och gyllental for 532 dr.

|

1|0 av ) v ove| vio§Es X X XTOXIDXIEXIV Xv XV XVIN XY XIX

o | = | | - “ —
2\2/8\ 8|85 8 8(2 8/25 858 88 ¢ &
Lig|lildlela1a1313181d12]% 414183 |4

Z 225 B 2B EEEEEEERE £ 2

i | | | | |

] ] ] T ]
G F| 1|10 19 9 18] 8[17) 7/16] 6 15 5 14| 4/13) 3 13 2|11
E| 2/11 11019 918 817 7 16 6 15 5 14| ¢ 13 3|12
D/ 312 2 11 1 10/19( 918/ 8 17 7 16 6 15| 6 14 4|13
C o418 3120 2 11 1110019 9 18 8 17/ 7 16| 6 18 5|14
B A 5/ 14 413 3 12 2(11] ({1019 9 18 B 17| 7 16 6 15
Gl 6/15 5 14/ 413 3{12 2/11 11019 918 8 17 7|16
F| 7/16] 615 5 14 4/13 3/12 211 1 10019 918 8 17
E 817 716 6 15 5(14:4]18 3 12 211 1|10 19 9‘18
DO 918 817, 7 16 6/15 5/14 413 812 2/11 1. 10]19
B 1019 918 8 17 7(16 6|15 5 14 413 312 2 11| 1
Aj1L 110019 9 18 817l 7|16 6 15 5 14 413 & 12| 2
G 12 2/11 1 10 19 9[18 8/17| 7. 16| 6,15 5/14| 4 13 3
F E[13 3 12/ 211, 1{10/19, 9 18| 8 17| 7|16| 6|15 &5 14 4]
D 14 4 13[ 3/12 211 1/10/19 9 18 6 17 7/16 6 156 5|
C 15, 5 14/ 4113 312/ 2 11 11019 9 18 8 17T 7 16| 6!
BI16, 6 15| 514 418 3[12 2 11/ 1 10 19 9 18 § 17 Ti
A G 17 7/16) 615 5 14| 4 13 312 2 11 1 10/19 9 18 8
¥ 18 8171 7016/ 615( 514 413 312 2 1| 1. 10 19 9]
E(19 9 18| 8{17 7 16 6/15 5|14 413 312/ 2 11 1 10!
D/ 110/ 19| 918 817 7[16 6/ 15| 5 14 4 13 3 12 2 11}
C B 211 1/10/19 0/ 18| 8/17 7|16/ 6 15 5 14|.4 13 3 12!
A 3012 2)11) 1110)19] 9)18 817 716 6 15 5 14 4 13
G| 413 312/ 2 11 1/10/19 918 8‘1’7 T16) 6 15 5 14|
F| 5 14 4[13 3 12| 2{11[ 1 10019 9/18 8/ 17| 7 16 6 15
ED 615 514 413 8/12) 2 11| 110020 9 18 8 17 7 16
¢l 718 615 5 14| 4[13] 3 12 2/ 11| 1{10 19| & 18 8|17
Bl s 17 7/16 6 15 5]-1'4" 413/ 312/ 211 1/10 19 9 18
A 918 817, 7 16| 6/15| 5 14 4,13| 3/12 211 1 10 19!

Table 2
This numerical Easter Table is a modern depiction using Latin and Roman letters and Arabic
numbers (Lithberg, 1953: Table 65). The 19 columns span a 532 year period from 1140 to 1671.
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On the Kensington Rune Stone the Easter dating procedure involves using a dotted

pentadic 8 (B ='8), and the two uniquely crossed runes, (\l- = h) and ('F= F), for |
<U>and <L> reSpectf;vely. The conversion tables yield a Golden Year number 4§ 14 and +
/*1-9\ a Sunday letter of BY When the punched pentadic number eight on the Kensington Rune
Stone is cross-plotted in gh¢ Table 2 it marks the eighth column, which designates the

years 1336 to 1363. The number 14 appears twice in column 8, indicating the years 1343

and 1362. By using the Sunday Letter B, the year as 1362 is confirmed. ( ()

The Kensington Rune Stone has a crossed “L” rune, which appears in the enigmatic word M3AFXR =
skfar. The equivalent of the dotted “U” rune on the Kensington Rune Stone is the crossed “U” rune

Y in the word I F F \-I' = illii (evil). There is also an obvious punch mark at the end of the second
horizontal bar on the pentadic number eight in the very first character of the Kensington Rune Stone

inscription
Inscription | Sunday | Golden | Column Sunday Golden | Column | Year
Rune Year Letter Year
Rune (Number) | Number
G-182 * r Sjunde G(7) 14 7th 1324
(seventh)
KRS \_{_ r E ®) B (2) 14 8th 1362
G-185 V T Trettonde | F (6) 12 13th 1493
(thirteenth)

This dating computation table shows the values required to obtain a date using the Easter Table.
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It should be noted that all the pentadic numbers on the KRS, outside.:'df the date itself, are
related to the column 8 and the indicators for the Sunday number 2, since “22 (I=I=)

Northmen” and “2 (I=) skFar “ appear, and then a fﬁ4 (FF) day journey confirming the
Golden Year number.” These are the only pentadic numbers carved in the text. The

other four numbers are two Arabic tenq-"’f? ) and en (one) written out twice.  wicikien o s wrnd

In 1993, author Nielsen did not have the benefit of two discoveries described in this

book: the rune ¥ identified as a u-rune in the Larsson rune-row; and the punched 8 (E)
Nevertheless, Nielsen proposed the following at that time: “The KRS has no apparent
Golden rune dating, but does have some unusual usage. No u-rune was used on the
inscription, which is most unusual for this popular letter, and numbers 2 and 22 were
used once, thereby confirming the Sunday rune.” [Note: ck this quote]

In Gotland, the dates were at one time spelled out in runes confirming the Easter Table

date. If a rune were damaged or incorrect, then the alternate date served to preserve the

dating information. An example of this is the G-99 Lye church inscription, where the

Sunday Rune is designated as R and the Golden Rune as K, but the column number XII

was carved incorrectly as XI (see color section, plate 25). However, the date of 1449 was

also carved out in runes as, af guz byrp fiurtan huqﬂrab ar ok ainu are minna en V N -
tihi ar (from God’s birth 1400 years and one less than five tens). If the reader consults

the Easter Table they can readily see that the column should have been XII. This

example illustrates the value of confirming a date using a different method.

The Word Count Table below shows thatfhe ¢)was used 27 times on the Kensington ~ * Wis g~ e
Rune Stone. It is curious to note that 1362 appears ©n the 27" row of the 8" column o
the Easter Table. This count includes the <e> in sklar (sklear)

U | illu 1
b B blop 1
o ® goter, rope, oh 3
R R goteR, lageR, nork, waR, 4
p B po, optagelse, dptir, &ptir, skip 5
E X lager, aptir, frielse, har, dptir 5
k p ok, skkar, ok : fiske, kom, skip 6
m Y norrmen, kom, hem, man, mans, from, AVM 6
t T goter, west, sten, dptir, havet, at, dptir %
g b | goter, optagelse, lager, pags, pagh, og, pagh. 7
1 r oppagelse, winland, ldger, skkar, blop, fréelse, illy 7




/
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h % hape, pagh, hem, havet, pagh 8
+ Hir, oh, ahr

f 4 farp, fro, of, fro, fiske, fan, af, fraelse, af, from + hafpe 11
v, Y | winland, west, wi, wep, wi, war, wi, we, hawet, wore, AVM 11
w

S L1 | optagelse, west, skkar, pags, rise, sten, fiske, fraelse, mans, 12

se, skip, rise.
i | winland, wi, rise, wi, fiske, dptir, 11?
wi, illu, dptir, skip, rise
th b (Pen)o, oppagelse, farp, winlanp, hape, web, pags, peno, 14
pagh, blop, pep, pagh, beno
n + norr-men, (pen)o, winland, en, norr, peno : sten, en, fan, 14
man, mans, peno
o) ] ok, norrman, po, (pen)o, op-, fro, of, norr, fro, peno, ok, 16
kom, blop, wore, from, peno
r R | norrman, farp, fro, skkar, rise, fro, dptir, rope, frielse, 16
dptir, wore, rise, from, ahr.
a X | oppagelse, farp, winlanp, hape, skkar, pags, war, pagh, fan, 18
man, af, af, mans, havet, at, pagh, ahr, AVM
e + | goter, norrmen, (pen)o, oppagelse, hape, west, leeger, web, 27
sklar, en, rise, peno, sten, fiske, en, hem, repe, bep, fréelse,
we, hawet, se, wore, rise, peno

_This word count table of the Kensington Rune Stone is provided by the authors to serve as a
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‘database for future research. The table mcludes the spalled section( as (pen) Q the <e> in skLar
(sklear), and assumes there are four dotted Rs.
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Comparing the Runes of Kensington and Gotland

The runes used on the Kensington Stone can be divided into two basic groups. The first
group is the standard late Viking Age runes that were still in use on Gotland at the

beginning of the 1300s: B + P P * I >i F \IJ 1‘ :| B R Ll T The second

group is comprised of the special runes on the Kensington Rune Stone. These include
both a crossed l-rune (‘F) and a dotted L-rurfe (Fj’jﬁe remaining five other special runes

are: X X @ YY. TS Uiy M e wae S meleend Galand 7

The Crossed “L”

Perhaps the best example of a rune found on the Kensington Rune Stone that was
completely bungled by past scholars is the infamous “J” or crossed “L” rune. All
Scandinavian runologists said this rune form never existed in Scandinavia and its absence
was clear proof of forgery on the KRS. Their unfamiliarity with this rune is puzzling
(. | since it is clearly foundé@ both the Codex Runicus and the Mariaklagen documents of
the 1300s.

I wpen Sonn
ﬂ(‘({rr(r\érr ' v frtf*'r‘:’ !

Opre 4 ,(;’,«,V Can L
!

;Fa Jasle

The equivalent of the dotted “L” rune on the Kensington Rune Stone is the crossed “L” rune ¥
(R(ow)-4; C(haracter)-84), which appears in the enigmatic word 43¥XR = skfar.

Prior to author Nielsen (1987), all investigators commenting on the Kensington Rune
< Stone inexplicat{i@ ignored the well-known evidence in the Codex Runicus and
34 Mféf@'dagen, and proclaimed the crossed L-rune (F) an invention of the carver and
therefore sure proof of a modern artifact. The crossed L only follows a vowel, and there
is none carved on the Kensington Rune Stone. Perhaps if sk stands for the palatalized ski
‘here, then a case could be made that the word sktwr @s_k@lar (shelters) stands on the

Kensington Rune Stone. Whit Dues P e’
Normally ¥ =

rd

—
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V‘i\f’f'( Yo ‘f/\.t (or. '.“"""J‘
- —

t

[' " deve o d
| . , 0 = )
A2 Vovral ¥ .f:,ﬂn[“l £ fork ( ) on K€@F
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Codex Runicus is a runic manuscript of the Scandia Law written in Danish circa 1319, Two crossed
L’s can be seen in the first and last words (1I¥PT and K+¥) on the last line of the last page. This rune
is found on other pages in the document as well. \

Ay dn LH’;; patiege s QO'T pack
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The Dotted L. Rune

The Kensington Rune Stone has a dotted L-rune in YI+F X173 (Vinland). This special rune
indicates the long L sound.

The Kensington Rune Stone has a dotted L-rune in the word ¥ 1+FX+% (Vinland), which

indicates that land is pronounced with a long 1, shown here as L. There are several

instances of this L in the medieval runic corpus of Gotland, some of these are listed and

discussed here. Ao &r Ao reatan T boow & +s
SRR SRS i = Rpecy # Lo CL' heet . B wrads
ii' ";{5-;::':.‘; fﬁh - L{;ﬂr\ N L‘.)jn 1‘7” laprats tA ON .

T werd @ a»wqf
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This grave slab (G-63) at the Silte church, circa 1300s, contains a dotted L-rune in the word aLum
(all). The first to discuss this dotted rune was Snaedal (2002: 212), who identified the marking as
indicative of a long L sound.

Among the dotted Ls found in the runic inscriptions on Gotland is G-163, circa 1510, from the Mulde

: ¢ »
church (kiaLera ‘@E_c_elm-—--—— P ek <F,;u{ <. 3(,,%.{-..};, webels Tn he Of:;f'}“‘;

AT IR

Another example of the Dotted L appears in aLlir (all) in G-192, circa 1300, from the Vastergarns
ghugh rev\!/ if‘\g-« llr qu\r\&r c‘)fvwlf ﬁN L j - b[), 4L i'\f\v‘ﬂriw;. f«’{.} \\ “EEQ"J”"( I\ ’

The R Rune
ok ?
The wooden ownership tag (N-648) (yvas retrieved from just above the 1332 Bergen wharf S
[ '{‘“ - (,burﬁl layer begins with *4N: PRIYI = M’gggl’l for the ﬁvord “Hafgnml Johnsen  bolel

. (1990:99) stated that the use of N for P (u for f) in the conservatlve runic tradition was Mo
" evidence of the change in the phonetic system which is seen in manuscripts from the

Y °V “ same period. Author Wolter found a similar indication with a bind-rune during his photo ¢ miler il
by 0 9
e \\ 9o " e investigation on the Kensington Rune Stone in 2002. The rune R is the result of an after ***"" ¥
e % strike of N on the P rune which yields the etymologically correct word: ¥XR+ = haupe >
a w hafdhe (had). .
E ( * ) /‘»—n‘d; 0{\7(‘1 iﬂwr Venn Lo
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