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Lesson 10 – When Opposition Turns Ugly 

Nehemiah 6:1-14 

Nehemiah had almost finished the work on the wall when the attacks came again. This time the 

opposition turned ugly; they came at Nehemiah personally. The enemy knew that if they didn’t 

do something drastic to stop the work once and for all, they would be defeated. So they attacked 

Nehemiah with reckless accusations and slanderous lies in hopes of discrediting him as a 

trustworthy leader. Did it work? Not at all! Nehemiah stood fast, refusing to be distracted from 

the work and committed his enemies to God. He knew he could never defeat the enemy on his 

own, but he was absolutely confident that no enemy would stand a chance against his all-

powerful God! He also knew that in his weakness, God would be his all-sufficient strength.   

Open your Bible and begin with a word of prayer 

This Week’s Scripture:  Nehemiah 6:1-14 

Now it happened when Sanballat, Tobiah, Geshem the Arab, and the rest of our enemies heard 

that I had rebuilt the wall, and that there were no breaks left in it (though at that time I had not 

hung the doors in the gates), 2 that Sanballat and Geshem sent to me, saying, “Come, let us meet 

together among the villages in the plain of Ono.” But they thought to do me harm. 3 So I sent 

messengers to them, saying, “I am doing a great work, so that I cannot come down. Why should 

the work cease while I leave it and go down to you?” 4 But they sent me this message four times, 

and I answered them in the same manner. 5 Then Sanballat sent his servant to me as before, the 

fifth time, with an open letter in his hand. 6 In it was written: It is reported among the nations, 

and Geshem says, that you and the Jews plan to rebel; therefore, according to these rumors, you 

are rebuilding the wall, that you may be their king. 7 And you have also appointed prophets to 

proclaim concerning you at Jerusalem, saying, “There is a king in Judah!” Now these matters will 

be reported to the king. So come, therefore, and let us consult together. 8 Then I sent to him, 

saying, “No such things as you say are being done, but you invent them in your own heart.” 9 For 

they all were trying to make us afraid, saying, “Their hands will be weakened in the work, and it 

will not be done.” Now therefore, O God, strengthen my hands. 10 Afterward I came to the house 

of Shemaiah the son of Delaiah, the son of Mehetabel, who was a secret informer; and he said, 



2 

 

“Let us meet together in the house of God, within the temple, and let us close the doors of the 

temple, for they are coming to kill you; indeed, at night they will come to kill you.” 11 And I said, 

“Should such a man as I flee? And who is there such as I who would go into the temple to save his 

life? I will not go in!” 12 Then I perceived that God had not sent him at all, but that he pronounced 

this prophecy against me because Tobiah and Sanballat had hired him. 13 For this reason 

he was hired, that I should be afraid and act that way and sin, so that they might have cause for 

an evil report, that they might reproach me. 14 My God, remember Tobiah and Sanballat, 

according to these their works, and the prophetess Noadiah and the rest of the prophets who 

would have made me afraid. 

This Week’s Memory Verse:   

 

 

 

 

 

1. Read Nehemiah 6:1-3. The enemy will always seek to stop what God is doing. What insight 

can we gain from Nehemiah’s response that will help when the enemy tries to distract us 

from what God wants us to do? ______________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Look up Matthew 27:12-14. How did Jesus respond to those who falsely accused Him? 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

3. We’ve all heard it said, “Sticks and stones may break my bones but words will never hurt me.”  

But, truth be known, words do hurt. Words can cause us to respond in the wrong way if we’re 

not careful. What do you learn from the verses below that will help when handling accusations 

and lies? 

a. Matthew 5:44: ___________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

b. 1 Peter 2:20-23: ___________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

c. 1 Peter 3:8-9: _____________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, 

in distresses, for Christ’s sake. For when I am weak, then I am strong. 
 

2 Corinthians 12:10(NKJV) 
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Reflect and Respond – The enemy will do whatever he can, as many times as he can, 

to distract us from doing what God is calling us to do. Colossians 3:1-2 reminds us, “If then you 

were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right 

hand of God. Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth.” Think about the many 

distractions you face in your daily walk. What are some practical tips you can apply to stay 

focused on things above? _________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Result – Consider today’s Bible study lecture and group time. What one lesson will you take 

away from this study and apply to your walk with the Lord? ______________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Thoughts & Prayers 

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

              


