MN Dept of Ed
Revisions to Social Studies Curriculum

Current Standards
•
•
•
•

Required review every 10 years
Last update was 2011

Group of 44 brought together to make revisions
Opened for review early December, 2020

• Closed for comment on first draft Jan 4, 2021
• Team meeting Jan 11th; resulted in a decision to slow down the
process

• Next scheduled meetings are Mar 25, Apr 8 and May 6

What’s Out

• Civil War—the war-time experiences of Minnesota soldiers and civilians
• The political and social culture of Minnesota during WWI and how it affected
•

•
•

•
•

Minnesotans
The contributions of Minnesota and its people to World War II; the impact of the
war on the home front and Minnesota society after the war (Examples: Iron
Range mining and steel production, Fort Snelling)
How Minnesotans influenced, and were influenced by, the debates over the
United States’ involvement in World War II
The response of Minnesotans to global conflicts and displaced peoples since
1945
The causes and effects of the United States Secret War in Laos and how Hmong
allies were impacted
Norman Bourlaug and the agricultural revolution he pioneered

What’s In
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Equity / Ethnic Studies / Systemic racism
How freedom and democracy have included or excluded groups

Gender equality
MN juvenile justice system and impact on BIPOC communities
Reconstruction with focus on disenfranchised black Americans
Connecting reconstruction to persistent discrimination in the present

Analysis of manifest destiny and relationship to whiteness, Christianity
and capitalism

Current Situation
• Scales are stacked in favor of teacher's
union, metro area activists and MDE
bureaucrats

• We need to make our voices heard!
• FB page; KeepOurHistory

What we are doing now
• Building a statewide network of supporters
• Legislative
• Grassroots (Silent Majority)

Legislative Front
•
•
•
•
•

Start with Senate Dist. 17 & 18
Expand network among legislators

Schedule hearings
Legislature cannot withhold approval

Decision made by an Administrative Judge

Grassroots
• Citizen action is needed to counter this
push

• E-mail MDE Commissioner
AND e-mail review team

• Each citizen contact with MDE adds
pebbles to our side to balance the scale

• Goal: > 40,000 citizen contacts to MDE

Comment Examples
None

17.7.1

I’d appreciate getting more information on this item. As
written, I believe it focuses on group identity rather than on
what brings us together.

8.3.1.1.1

None

There is value in teaching kids how to find locate/find data
and then analyze. I recommend retaining this item. This
might be a corollary to proposed benchmark 13.8.2?

7.4.4.19.3

None

Understanding the impacts of the civil war is crucial to
understand today’s world, and to foresee the impacts of any
future conflict.

7.4.4.20.3

None

The period of 1870-1920 is core to understand the
progressive steps taken to improve life for citizens.

Bayeux Tapestry
• Created in 1070, 1.5 ft tall, 224 ft long
• Depicts several years of history between England &
France

• Has been patched several times

• Our history is like a 230-year tapestry
• Places where it needs to be strengthened
• Places where it needs additional threads
added to increase the beauty

• BUT IT DOES NOT NEED TO BE TORN
DOWN AND THROWN AWAY!

Links of Interest
• Draft Standards;
• https://education.mn.gov/mdeprod/groups/educ/documents/basic/cm9k/mdm
0/~edisp/prod034380~1.pdf

• K-6 Compare;
• 7-12 Compare;
• Draft LTE;
• Center for the American Experiment; www.americanexperiment.org
• Charlemagne Institute; www.charlemagneinstitute.org

Action to Take
• Do it now!
• The longer we wait the harder the cement gets
• Tougher to fix it once the cement hardens

• MDE Commissioner AND Committee;
• mde.commissioner@state.mn.us
• mde.academic-standards@state.mn.us

• Tell your legislators what you think

G Existing Standard

Proposed Draft

1

Learn to recognize unfairness, stereotypes,
and bias on the individual level (e.g., biased
speech) and injustice at the institutional or
systemic level (e.g. discrimination),

1

Explore how individuals and groups in the
past have fought against bias and
discrimination through social justice
movements.
Describe income as the money earned
Distinguish between earned and unearned
from selling resources and expenditures income: earned income from selling
as the money used to buy goods and
resources (labor, land), unearned income
services.
received as a transfer payment
(government assistance, investments, gifts,
awards).

3

Postmodernism is generally defined by an attitude
of skepticism, irony, or rejection toward what it describes as
the grand narratives and ideologies associated with modernism,
often criticizing Enlightenment rationality and focusing on the role
of ideology in maintaining political or economic power.
Postmodern thinkers frequently describe knowledge claims
and value systems as contingent or socially-conditioned, framing
them as products of political, historical, or
cultural discoursesand hierarchies.

Criticisms of postmodernism are intellectually
diverse and include arguments that postmodernism
promotes obscurantism, is meaningless, and that it
adds nothing to analytical or empirical knowledge.

