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Newsletter #8 
February 2018To our dearest family and friends – Thank you!  Thank you!! Thank you!!!  From the bottom of our hearts… 

Words cannot express the deep thanks we have for all the prayers and support you shower on us.  It is our 
hope that the LORD would use these words to be an encouragement and blessing to each one of you!

Family Life
As you can imagine, the last four months have been very 
full - full of laughing, crying, singing, and squealing!  Ethan 
is growing so very fast.  He’s a pure joy!  His bursting smiles 
and deep stares are heart melting, and we wish we could 
share his sweetness with all of you… we hope that these 
pictures of him will give you a little taste.
 
Letitia loves being a mum. From the early morning bright-
eyed smiles to the tired afternoon snuggles, the precious 
joys of motherhood have been a delightful surprise - the 
only problem is you blink and Ethan gets that much older. 
As Israel is such a baby oriented place, Ethan has been an 
incredible way of connecting with local mums. Letitia has 
also connected to a group here called Moms and Minis. It is 
a ministry that provides a network and community of older 
experienced mums who invest in the lives of new mums, by 
offering spiritual encouragement and practical support. It is 
a fun mix of expatriates, new immigrants and local Israelis.
 
Stefan loves being a dad.  Nothing can compare to the smiles 
and happy noises he gets from Ethan when he comes home 
from work in the evening.  Reading the same stories over and 
over never gets old, and the highlight of ever day is laughing 
together while daddy tickles Ethan’s feet.

When we first committed to volunteering in Israel two years 
ago, we didn’t know how long the LORD would open the 
doors for us.  Two years later we know that our work here 
has only begun.  We are joyfully anticipating what the LORD 
will do in our lives and through our lives as we continue 
to follow His leading and serve Him here in Israel.  As you 
can imagine, it is not always easy being so far from home, 
especially when we have a little man we so wish to share with 
our families and friends. Sometimes we are asked ‘why are 
you here – your lives would be so much easier back home!’ 
and we confess that it does make us stop and think.  But 
we are convinced that Israel is where we are meant to be 
at this time, and that our efforts and sacrifices are worth it. 
We trust that the LORD will reveal to us the greater picture 
in His timing, continue to open doors for us into the local 
community, and give us opportunities to share the hope we 
have in Him. Your continued prayers towards this are greatly 
appreciated. We cannot adequately express how grateful we 
are for your constant prayers and support lifting us up.  Your 
encouragement is invaluable.  Not a day goes by without 
thanking the LORD for each of you in our lives.  We daily 
pray that He will shower each one of you with His special 
blessings as He has blessed us through you.

Answered Prayer
This past week we were granted a visa to stay in Israel for 
another five years!  Thank you for the prayers for favour from 
the Israeli government.  Our visa application was processed 
in record time, and we didn’t have to leave the country.  The 
Bridges for Peace volunteer who helped us navigate the 
Israeli immigration system told us that our visa was a miracle.

Ethans Adventures

A New Home
The LORD has recently blessed us by providing us with a 
special apartment.  About a month before Ethan’s birth we 
were notified by our landlord that the apartment we currently 
rent was being sold.  Thankfully our landlord promised us she 
would include in the terms of sale that whoever purchased 
the apartment would have to keep us as tenants until the end 
of June.  Our apartment has become a beloved home.  It has 
been the longest place Letitia has lived over the past nine 
years.  It is the place were Ethan was born and his first home.  
It was difficult to accept the news, and even more difficult 
to find another apartment.  We spent two months hunting 
for a new place.  Just as we started to despair, the LORD 
answered our prayers.  One of the volunteers with Bridges for 
Peace felt the LORD leading her to go back home in May, and 
she connected us with her landlord.  The rent price will be the 
same as our current apartment, and the building is in a quiet 

Home Visit 
We want to reconnect with 
as many of you as possible.  
For our Canadian friends 
and family, our plan is to 
travel back to Abbotsford 
in the middle of July and 
stay for about three weeks.  
Please let us know if you 
will be available to meet 
with us during this time.  
We have so much we want 
to share with you in person, 
and of course we want you 
to meet Ethan too!



PARTNER WITH US 
ISRAEL

Prayer 

Want to stay connected?

Contact Details 
Postal Address:
Bridges for Peace
Attn: Stefan & Letitia Bergen
PO Box 1093
Jerusalem, 91010,  ISRAEL

stefan.letitia.bergen@gmail.com

Stefan +972 55 224 5212
Letitia +972 55 224 9736
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A Personal Note of Thanks
With all our Love,

• Wisdom and guidance as we 
navigate parenthood

• A smooth transition as we move 
to a new apartment

• A blessed time with Letitia’s 
parents when they visit in May

• Pray that our congregation would 
find a new location to meet

• Pray that the LORD would 
continue to provide opportunities 
for us to share our faith

• Pray for the leadership transition 
and work of Bridges for Peace

neighbourhood not far from our current place.  The neighbourhood has a mixed 
Jewish and Arab population, and is bounded by the Valley of Hinnom on the north.  
The Hinnom Valley (or Ghenna in Greek) is the place where some of the kings of 
Judah sacrificed their children by fire, and therefore became cursed as the place of 
punishment and destruction of the wicked.  Jesus refers to this place in His sermon 
on the mount, as the place of “unquenchable fire.” Just like Jesus’ disciples did, 
we now have a constant visual reminder of the spiritual reality of Hell.  This past 
weekend, our little family went for a hike into the Hinnom Valley.  Instead of a place 
of fire and destruction, over the past two thousand years it has been transformed 
into a place of breathtaking beauty.  Standing in the heart of the deep valley, we 
were awed by the colorful wild flowers, ancient olive trees, and lush green grass 
surrounding us.  The LORD has the power to transform even the most hopeless 
and darkest places…  

Our congregation is also looking for a new place to rent.  Over the past year our 
little congregation of about 50 members has had a baby boom, with seven babies 
born and one more due in a month.  In the past, the congregation has had to move 
every few years for various reasons.  This time it is because the current location 
doesn’t have suitable facilities for the number of children.  Please pray with us that 
the LORD would also provide a home for our congregation.

Family Visits
We are eagerly awaiting the arrival of Letitia’s parents in April.  Ethan is their first 
grandchild, and this will be their first time in Israel.  Ethan can’t wait for all the 
attention he will get from Grandma and Grandpa, and we can’t wait to show them 
our favourite Biblical places.

Special 
Visitors

& & StefanLetitiaEthan
With all our Love,

In January we had another special visitor.  
Stefan’s brother-in-law’s sister, Elation, came 
to visit us in Jerusalem for a day.  She is a 
violinist in the Winnipeg symphony orchestra, 
and came to Israel on a professional 
development trip.  During her time, she was 
able to meet with two of the top violists in 
Israel.  We had the pleasure of taking her all 
around the Old City of Jerusalem.  It was also 
Ethan’s first time exploring the Old City, and 
he thoroughly enjoyed taking in all the new 
sights and sounds.

Mentorship
Over the past few months at Bridges for Peace, Stefan has had the opportunity 
to deepen his leadership skills.  Recently the Bridges for Peace leadership has 
seen the need to develop younger leaders in the organization in order to keep the 
ministry growing and strong for many years to come.  As part of this effort the 
most senior members of the leadership have been inviting some of the younger 
managers into their weekly meetings as a way to mentor them.  In these meetings 
they have imparted wisdom and guidance on how to make difficult decisions, and 
have shared testimony of some of their most defining experiences in Israel and at 
Bridges for Peace.  It has been a powerful time of learning and encouragement to 
Stefan and his walk with the LORD. 

Elation’s Visit


