
"Think Global, Act Local"	

2 Peter 1:5-8 

"So make every effort to add to your faith GOODNESS and to goodness, KNOWLEDGE and to 

knowledge,SELF CONTROL and to self-control, PERSEVERANCE and to perseverance,GODLINESS and 

to Godliness,BROTHERLY KINDNESS and to brotherly kindness LOVE. For if you possess these qualities 

in increasing measure, they will keep you from becoming ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of 

our Lord Jesus Christ." 

Jason & Vanessa Warkentin 

March 2018 

As a part of AIA Volleyball, one of our goals is to foster this mindset with all those who engage with our 
ministry. This perspective is one of the reasons why we attempt to engage with global cultures and as we 
return, applying what we have learned to the relationships and programs in our local communities. 
 
I personally believe the ability to experience, engage and interact with various cultures around the world 
broadens our understanding of God and his global church while also providing adequate doses of humility 
in the form of reminders that we in North America do not have it all figured out. All four of our Canadian AIA 
volleyball staff have the opportunity to put this into action this year.  

 Global: Both Elodie and Dave had the opportunity to travel to Nigeria with the goal of helping to 
mobilize sports chaplaincy programs. This relationship with Nigeria is ongoing as Elodie spent time 
there last year and will spending another stint of time in the summer, including leading a team of 
university students to that general area (potentially to neighboring countries).  

 Local: Locally, Elodie is part of a campus team in and around the Toronto area. She helps with 
mentoring and developing hub leaders and engages with university athletes on their journey through 
faith and sport. 

 Local: Dave provides teaching, instruction and chaplaincy to many athletes across the country. In 
spring, he will once again, provide teach for AIA's annual National Training Camp which walks athletes 
through the process of personally integrating faith and sport.  

 Global: Both Ryan and myself have the opportunity to lead a team of 12 high school students to Camp 
Mahanaim in Haiti from March 14-27. This is a trip which truly challenges participants to Think Global as 
they are faced with the challenges of different cultures and poverty. Our connection to Haiti also has a 
local aspect as a few of the camps we have run over the past year have raised funds and awareness 
for Camp Mahanaim. 

 Local: Ryan is engaged in numerous local programs, providing coaching to athletes at the national 
team level, as well as direction to our 4:12 high school leadership development program.  

 Local: As summer camps director, I have the opportunity to locally mentor and work with collegiate and 
university athletes who are our coaches for the summer. As they develop as Christians and leaders, the 
goal is that they can return to their school teams prepared to introduce others to Jesus. 



Faces of AIA Volleyball 
Top Right: Elodie (Left) and Dave (right) in 

Nigeria with Smart (center). 

Bottom Left: Me (Jason) teaching at a 

summer camp 

Bottom Right: Ryan Adams at a coaching 

clinic last May in Paraguay.  

Updates & Prayer: 

 The volleyball season has finished up at CBC which has allowed me (Jason) to have more free 
evenings through the week. We will now prepare for our trip to Paraguay at the end of April. 

 
 
 We have come through our 20 week ultrasound and Vanessa and the baby are both healthy. To answer 

the popular question, we did not find out the gender and are looking forward to the surprise. 
 
 
 Pray for Vanessa and I as I head out on two international trips over the next two months. Pray for 

opportunities to communicate as well as opportunities for Vanessa to also see God at work in our local 
neighborhood. 

 
 
 Pray for the preparation of these trips. As with most short-term experiences, the most opportunity for 

impact is with those going on the trip so we want to make sure we prepare well and provide opportunity 
for God to speak into the lives of the participants. Pray for renewed commitments of faith! 

We are so grateful for the ongoing support of people like you. 
Serving Christ together with you,  

Jason & Vanessa 


