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Dear Friends and Family, 

The last two months have flown by and it's time to give an update 

on what God has done and how we are doing. This past week we 

were reading in Deuteronomy. Moses is giving the Israelites a "pep

-talk" before he dies and before they enter the promised land. He 

talks about how they have seen God at work and then gives them 

this encouragement:  

"Be careful never to forget what you yourself have seen. Do not let 

these memories escape from your mind as long as you live! And 

be sure to pass them on to your children and 

grandchildren"  (Deut. 4:9). 

This was a reminder for us to remember and share what 

God has done, whether it seems "great" or "small." Here 

is how we are 'remembering' the past two months: 

A different point of view 

It was an early morning. Niklas was awake at 5am, and Sofia a bit after 6am. At first I (Jolene) was frustrated that 

once again I didn't get the quiet devotional time to start off the day I had hoped for... 

At the breakfast table Sofia was contently eating her Müsli, so I thought I would listen to the Psalm for this day. I 

turned on the audio Bible and played the Psalm.  

Sofia had a lot of things to say, but after pausing and resuming the reading several times, I managed to listen to the 

entire Psalm. Sofia continued to chat away and then wanted to listen to music. The thought came to mind, that many 

Psalms have songs written to them, so I looked up songs based on this day's Psalm. Sure enough there were some 

songs to listen to! I felt encouraged and challenged by the Psalm.  

All too often I see our kids as obstacles in the way of being able to spend quiet and uninterrupted time with God. 

However, on this day I was reminded that God can use our kids and their ideas to speak to us! Sometimes they can 

bring a different point of view. 

I would appreciate your prayers for grace and love for Sofia & Niklas, and with myself. Pray that I wouldn't copy the 

behaviour and customs of this world, but would allow God to transform me into a new person by changing the way I 

think (see Romans 12:2): the way I think about myself as a mother, the way I think about our kids and the way in 

which I think they "should" act or the things they "should" be able to do, and the way I think about material 

possession and life here on earth. 

Pray for continued opportunities and energy to connect with other women and for courage to share about the things 

God teaches and challenges me on. 



Hauskreis 

It has been encouraging for us to begin a new 
"Hauskreis" (care group, life group, etc...) this year! We are 
experimenting with a new model which focuses on the 
threefold vision of Brackwede Church: "On our way to God, to 
People, and to Each Other." 

This model involves meeting monthly as a whole group for a 
"Family gathering," bringing our Christian community to our 
non-Christian friends by meeting them where they regularly 
hang out 1-2 times per month, and meeting weekly in 
accountability groups of 2-3 to grow in our relationship to 
God. 

As we started out there didn't seem to be much interest, but as we explained the concept people began to join and 
our group has now grown to six families!  

A church leader is also excited about aspects of this model and together we have been visiting other groups, sharing 
this model and inviting them to consider what aspects they might want to incorporate into their current way of doing 
'Hauskreis.' 

Please pray for us as we continue to discover what works and what doesn't in this new 'Hauskreis' model. Pray for 
wisdom, flexibility, humility and courage. Specific prayer for the missions aspect of the care group would also be 
greatly appreciated.   

Pastoral Role 

Our last two months have been quite busy as I (Adrian) have 
been serving in more of a pastoral role at the Brackwede 
church... This means I have been preaching more often and 
have been preparing and carrying out Bible studies for 
various groups ranging from the middle school aged boys to 
the young adults group to the mens group. 

I have also been invited to preach at the Arabic speaking 
church plant in nearby Gütersloh and have been participating 
in a bi-weekly Bible study at this church. Georg, the pastor 
who we regularly worked with last year has moved almost full 
time to support this church. 

It has been eye-opening to interact with this group of first-
generation Christians. Everyone has immediate family members who do not know Christ and they are desperate for 
them to know the Lord. It is also eye-opening to see the challenges of a first-generation Christian church.  

Having grown up in a church, I realize there are so many aspects of faith and of church life that I take for granted. 
Church life has always been 'normal' for me, not so for these brothers and sisters. It is different from anything they 
have ever known and this brings many challenges. However my interaction with them has been very encouraging. It 
is humbling to see how thankful they are for the support of the 'experienced' brothers and sisters from our church in 
Brackwede.  

Please pray for this church in Gütersloh. Pray that God would protect the church as they learn what it means to follow 
Christ. Pray that God would raise up faithful leaders within this church. Pray also for Georg as he tries to faithfully 
teach and lead these brothers and sisters.  



Discernment 

As mentioned in previous newsletters, we have been discerning what God is calling us to once our term here in 
Bielefeld comes to an end. Our original goal and thought behind this missions opportunity was to go, serve, learn and 
bring our experiences and gained insights back to our community and home church. At the same time we wanted to 
be open to God's leading if his will was for us to stay longer.  

Through prayer and conversation we believe that our next "season" is back in Canada. We acknowledge that God 
may call us back to Germany (or elsewhere) down the road and we are open to this. However we believe that for 
now God is calling us back to Abbotsford.  

We will be returning to Abbotsford in mid-August. That is as much as we know right now. While we don't know what 
we will be doing, we trust that God has something planned for us and that he will reveal it when the time is right. He 
has done it so many times in the past and that gives us confidence that he will do it again. 
Thank you for praying for our discernment process. We appreciate this and have really felt God's peace in making 
the decision to return to Canada. 

We invite you to continue to pray with us for what's next. While we have confidence that God will lead and provide, 
waiting is not necessarily easy! Pray for peace, patience, wisdom and courage to accept what God is calling us to, 
whatever it may be.  

PRAISE: 

 Relationships 

 Warmer temperatures & the opportunities it brings with it to connect with 
people 

 "Hauskreis" growth 

 God's leading and peace over the decision to return to Canada 

REQUESTS: 

 COURAGE in sharing the Gospel message as opportunities arise 

 Our "Hauskreis"  

 The church in Gütersloh 

 Return to Canada in August - what's next? 

 A Brackwede church leader who is battling cancer 

Thank you for your prayers and support.  

It is an honour to serve Christ together with you, 

Adrian & Jolene, 

Sofia and Niklas 


