
Ben Wall—Serving in Saipan                        March 29-April 20, 2018 
  

April 5: 

Greetings to the church. I am in my first week serving in Saipan with MDS. It is 
my fourth trip to this island so it is becoming fairly familiar.  

The average daytime temperature is 31 degrees with 90% humidity. I am 
involved in completing a new-build residence which was standing with a roof on 
and two walls sheeted with half inch cement board. We've had to make many 
corrections but I feel now it will speed ahead a little more. The clients are more 
reserved then I've experience in most cases and with a crew of five or six people 
under me it gives little opportunity for interaction with the owners.  

Below is a photo of a Catholic Church of which there are a number on this 
island. The influence of the Jesuit missionaries from hundreds of years ago is 
still felt strongly on Saipan.  

My desire is that 2 Corinthians 1:11 would come to fruition ( that many will give 
thanks) because of the service we have rendered and your prayers for us. 

“And you are helping us by 
praying for us. Then many 
people will give thanks because 
God has graciously answered 
so many prayers for our safety.”  

2 Corinthians 1:11 

April 15: 

Greetings from Saipan.  

We are a group of 18 volunteers here in Saipan, including a cook, assistant 
cook, office manager (Doreen Klassen) and the director (Jerry Klassen). There 
are quite a number of people with  good singing voices  so I suggested last 
evening that we sing some songs. It was glorious to sing four-part harmony of 
familiar songs, glorifying God, and the sound echoing from the concrete ceiling .  

We are entering our last week of service here and it looks like we will 
accomplish that which we set out to do when we arrived.  



The first Sunday we attended a Baptist Church that was celebrating their 70th 
anniversary. They had a number of groups sharing that were using their facility 
and also the son of the original missionary who started the church, spoke in the 
service.  They also served communion so the service lasted almost 3 hours;  a 
little more than we are used to. Below you see the interior of the church building 
and some of the participants. Also you see the house that we are bringing to 
completion for our "clients".  
   

The house the family lives in that we are replacing is basically a tin shack. They 
have had no electricity since the hurricane of August 2015. To charge their cell 
phone battery, he starts the car in the morning and plugs it into the cigarette 
lighter. It will be quite a change for them to move into the new house.  

This is the last group of MDS volunteers here as we will be closing the volunteer 
program of MDS here in Saipan before we all leave for home next weekend, the 
Lord willing.  

Thank you for your prayers. 

Ben Wall  


