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Newsletter #9 
July 2018A great big Hi Hello and Shalom from the Middle East! Wow time is flying and the summer heat has snuck 

up on us as we have been distracted with all this action - from Israel’s 70th anniversary to family visits to 
learning to crawl - life has been full of love, singing, wonder and learning! What a full 3 months we have 
had… and what a full 3 months just ahead of us!

Celebraing  Life
It all started with Ethan’s first teeth arriving over Passover. 
The meaning of this feast took on a whole new level as we 
sat around the Seder table with our first born son… WOW 

Hours after their visit came to a farewell, we also said goodbye 
to our little house and headed off to our new home. We had 
just enough time to set up the bed and find the kitchen 
before we had to send Stefan off for a two week intensive 

the opportunity to get to know some local New Zealanders 
and stay in their homes while they travel the country. A lot 
of Christians have joined the program as a way to bless the 
Jewish people, and provide a safe place for them to ask 
questions. Letitia’s parents have had many amazing times of 
sharing their personal testimonies as well as searching the 
Scriptures with their guests, as they look into the Bible to see 
how Jesus fulfilled the biblical requirements of the Messiah. 
Some of the Israelies returned the blessing and invited us 
all to share a Sabath meal with their families. We had the 
opportunity to share with them our hearts for Israel and why 
we are here. We look forward to continuing to build these 
relationships.

if we had been in Egypt all 
those nights ago we would 
have needed to sacrifice a 
lamb in place of Ethan’s life. 
The richness of this revelation 
to us as new parents made 
the sacrifice of Jesus - God’s 
Son - on the cross for us 
that much more present and 
real!  What an amazing gift 
of life to us! May we never 
EVER underestimate the 
priceless precious value of 
this gift of forgiveness and the 
restoration of this relationship 
with God.

Family Adventures
Letitia’s parents came to visit us all the way from New Zealand, 
and what a wonderful time we had together. Ethan took 
them all over Israel - from the Temple Mount to the northern 
heights of the Golan - the Dead Sea to the Mediterranean - all 
the while stealing their heart with every grin, cuddle, giggle, 
and kiss.

This was Letitia’s parents first trip to Israel, and it was a 
great chance for them to also catch up with some of the 
Israeli travellers they have hosted in their family home in 
New Zealand over the past few years! There are two hosting 
programs in New Zealand - HIT and Chiburim - that give 
Israeli backpackers who are fresh from their army service 

Letitias Parents Visit
Bridges for Peace course. 
It was the annual training 
program for all of the 
long term volunteers and 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l   
representatives of Bridges 
for Peace. It was a very 
informative course – lots 
of information to better 
understand this incredible 
miracle of how God is 
bringing back the Jewish 
people to the promised 
land of Israel after nearly 
two thousand years of 
exile. It also provided 
us with tools to better 
understand and reach 
Israelies. As part of the Our New Home
course Stefan had to write a research paper. The topic that 
Stefan chose to write about was Christian Anti-Semitism. The 
two thousand years of history between Christians and Jews 
have been horribly tragic and beyond belief. Understanding 
this history and the reasons for it has given us a deeper 
burden for the Jewish people. It has also strengthened our 
conviction that the work we are doing here as Christians is 
so important and at the center of God’s heart.



PARTNER WITH US 
ISRAEL

Prayer 

Want to stay connected?

Contact Details 
Postal Address:
Bridges for Peace
Attn: Stefan & Letitia Bergen
PO Box 1093
Jerusalem, 91010,  ISRAEL

stefan.letitia.bergen@gmail.com

Stefan +972 55 224 5212
Letitia +972 55 224 9736
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• Grace with flights, travel and time 
zone transition!

• A refreshing recharging time with 
family and friends

• Wisdom for Stefan’s food bank 
inventory revamp

• Opportunities for us to connect 
with and witness to people in our 
new neighbourhood

• Continued building and 
strengthening of the relationships 
we have made here with the 
locals

changed our little man’s grin. He is big and strong and rearing to go – and our 
next adventure is to a doorstop near you! (if you are in Canada that is!) We will 
be in Canada from July 10th to August 8th. We are constantly overwhelmed with 
gratitude and thanks for all the prayer, love and financial support you have shown 
us over the past two years. What an incredible journey we are on together! We 
would love to see you all again and reconnect! Please join us on Sunday, July 15th 
at 11:00 am at King Road MB Church in Abbotsford. We will be doing a ministry 
update and Stefan will also be preaching the sermon that Sunday. We hope to see 
you all there!

Stefan has been extra busy the last few months with the annual financial audit, the 
two week training course, and the move all coinciding… but he is proving himself 
a real asset in the ministry - so he is being given more and more responsibility and 
his next challenging task is to help revamp the inventory system and implement 
new software at the food bank. This is a much needed upgrade that will allow the 
ministry to grow as well as save time and resources. Your prayers for wisdom as he 
navigates this project along with the new food bank manager would be appreciated!
 
Some great news from our congregation here in Jerusalem - we found and 
purchased a building all ready for us to move into! A huge miracle to have found 
something so perfect in Jerusalem, as it has been a matter of prayer and searching 
for many years. The other miracle was that an anonymous donation came in for 
the purchase of the building. This was the result of prayer and not advertising the 
need - God is so faithful!!! The new location is only a half hour walk from our new 
home, so that is also an answer to prayer!

We so look forward to spending time with our Canadian family and friends, sharing 
with you in person and hearing all that God has been doing in your lives since we 
saw you last! And yes - New Zealand we hope to come and visit with you all soon 
too. Speaking of New Zealand - we are also looking forward to Letitia’s younger 
sister coming to visit us upon our return to Jerusalem! We have so much to say, 
but we hope this short little update plays as an appetizer, as it is so much better to 
share in person! See you soon!!!

Special Visitors
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With all our Love,

 So yes we have moved! And we are loving our new 
space… Ethan has sure made it feel very homely 
as he has tried his hand at decorating - everything 
within arms reach (did I mention he has long arms) 
is now fair game for the expression of his inner 
interior designer! Giggles and dirt, flower petals 
and spider webs, rocks and wheels - these are a 
few of our favourite things. And the little garden we 
have just acquired is exploding with potential and 
discoveries waiting to be had!

Ethan is nearing the nine month mark. His two 
bottom teeth are well established, and the more 
recent arrival of the two top front teeth have really 

Hosting in Our  Garden

Stefan at Work


