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Dearest family & friends, thank you for all the gifts you have showered on us this year. As we reflect on the
eternal gift of our Savior’s birth in this season, we pray that your hearts would continually be filled with joy!
We wish we could celebrate this special time with all of you. May the Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace bless you and your loved ones in the coming year!

Incarnation Miracle

Living just eight kilometers from the Church of the Nativity
in Bethlehem (the traditional site of Jesus’ birth), we want
to share some of our Christmas reflections with you. This
past summer Stefan preached a sermon at King Road
Church titled The Mysteries of God. He was deeply struck
by the centrality and eternal significance of the mystery of
the Incarnation, which is celebrated at Christmas every year.
Our entire Christian faith hangs on this mysterious truth, that
Jesus of Nazareth who was born in Bethlehem is the Almighty
Creator of the universe. If we consider this claim with a
purely logical approach, it appears outrageous. But if we
honestly open our hearts and allow the Holy Spirit to reveal
the truth about who Jesus is to us as we earnestly search
the Scriptures, we will find that there is nothing more real
and true on this earth than the Incarnation. The Apostle Paul
writes in Philippians 2:6-7, “Though he was God, he did not
think of equality with God as something to cling to. Instead,
he gave up his divine privileges; he took the humble position
of a slave and was born as a human being.” Two thousand
years ago Bethlehem was a small town of only a few hundred
people. Just five kilometers south of Bethlehem towered
Herod the Great’s most opulent palace fortress known as the
Herodium. That night that Jesus was born, Herod the Great
who was the King of the Jews was likely surrounded by his
servants in his beautiful palace. In painful irony, Jesus who
is the eternal King of kings was likely surrounded by animals
in absolute poverty. In 1 Corinthians 1:27 Paul writes, “God
chose things the world considers foolish in order to shame
those who think they are wise. And he chose things that are
powerless to shame those who are powerful.”

Canada Event

We want to thank all of you who came
to the Bridges for Peace event at King
Road Church in October. We heard
that it was a blessed time and that
Merv and Merla Watson (founders of
the International Christian Embassy in Jerusalem) lead the
evening in worship. Don James, the national development
director of Bridges for Peace in Canada shared his heart for
Israel and the Jewish people.

Merv & Merla
Don & Victoria

If you want to see the short video greeting that we prepared
for the evening please use the following link:
https://youtu.be/dX4h-mzyVS8

One Year Milestone!

Ethan’s first birthday was also in October. Mummy made
him his favorite food – corn on the cob! Just a few days later
Ethan took his first brave steps on his own, which made him
laugh hysterically! In November Letitia and Stefan also had
birthdays. On Stefan’s birthday Ethan woke him up with his
very first sentence: “Ha - pee - bir - day - da - dee”! That was
a real surprise birthday present!!

Zoo Trip

Little Buddy
Noah
Stitching Together

Letitia has started to teach sewing lessons! One of her
students is the daughter of a fellow volunteer family who
home school. They are currently working on a costume for
Purim. The other two ladies are mums with boys close to
Ethan’s age who have become very close friends and enjoy
weekly play dates - all going well with everyone’s busy
schedules! One is a Christian lady from Poland and the other
is a local Israeli who Letitia met in the park one morning on
the way home from the local farmer market. She was raised
religious but has since chosen a more liberal approach to life,
open to chatting about faith and beliefs – this connection is a
direct answer to your prayers!
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In the Office

Continued

Thank you also for praying for discernment and wisdom. Stefan has been
exceedingly blessed in his new role as the Bridges for Peace Deputy Finance
Director. He has entered the ministry’s senior leadership team at a critical time.
Financially speaking, Bridges for Peace has been struggling over the past three
years. Just a few months ago the office in the United States had to make some
deep cuts as donations there have started to decrease. Under the mentorship
of the Bridges for Peace CFO, Stefan has been gaining valuable experience and
insights. Please continue to pray for Stefan and the ministry of Bridges for Peace
at this critical time.

Community life

Looking back over the past few months
we have had the privilege of anticipating,
celebrating, and supporting the arrival
of lots of new babies into our faith
community - sharing meals and offering
what support we can in place of family
who is far away.
We have also had the privilege of going
up north to the Golan on two occasions.
One was a day trip with the managers from
Bridges for Peace to further understand
the history and importance of the Golan
to Israel’s security, and the other was an
overnight trip with our congregation. Both
experiences enriched our understanding
and appreciation for the land and gave
us insight on ways to pray for both the
ecological needs of the country as well
as more specific ways to pray for Israel’s
northern boarder security at this time of
political uncertainty.

Former Syrian
Millitary HQ

PARTNER
WITH US
Prayer

ISRAEL

•

Pray for lots of rain! Israel needs
a lot of rainfall in the north to
replenish the Sea of Galilee water
levels which are extremely low

•

Pray for the ministry direction
of Bridges For Peace at this
financially critical time

•

Wisdom
and
opportunities
for Letitia as she continues to
develope friendships in the
community

•

A healthy winter season

•

Security of the Syrian boarder

Kinneret / Sea of Galilee

Mummy’s Big Helper
Want to stay connected?

Contact Details

Postal Address:
Bridges for Peace
Attn: Stefan & Letitia Bergen
PO Box 1093
Jerusalem, 91010, Israel
stefan.letitia.bergen@gmail.com
Stefan +972 52 363 6661
Letitia +972 55 224 9736
God’s faithfulness has been so rich this year – a very full year of huge transitions
and adjustments, challenges and changes, but oh how good the LORD is to grow,
sustain, and encourage us through each season. Our prayer for all of you is that
this coming year will be one of great joy, fresh revelation, renewed strength for the
journey, and with the LORD’s promises fulfilled. Thank you again for journeying
with us.
With all our Love,

pg.2

&&

Stefan
Letitia
Ethan

UPDATED #

