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Shalom from Jerusalem! “Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ! Blessed
be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, who comforts
us in all our affliction, so that we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction, with the comfort with
which we ourselves are comforted by God” (2 Corinthians 1:2-4).

Family Update

Ministry News

In our last letter we asked you to pray for health over the
cold winter months, and the LORD was faithful to protect
us. There was an outbreak in Jerusalem, and Ethan got the
measles over the Christmas season. It was heartbreaking to
watch as his little body both fought through the illness and
decided that throwing molars into the mix was a good idea!
But the LORD carried him through and Ethan is stronger now
than ever.

In February Stefan had the opportunity to speak to a large
Canadian tour group to Israel lead by Peter Fast, the deputy
director of Bridges for Peace Canada. The tour group was
filled with first time visitors to Israel and Stefan shared
testimony of the LORD’s mercy, leading, and provision while
serving in Israel. It was a good time for us to reflect on the
past three years and all the LORD has done. We were also
blessed to spend time with Peter & Deanna Fast while they
were here. Their friendship and support has become a great
source of encouragement and refreshment for us.

Letitia is 21 weeks pregnant!!
Our little family is growing
and expanding… please pray
for Letitia, she is coming to
the end of a difficult time of
morning sickness and now
needs wisdom with juggling a
VERY active toddler, care for
the home, and the all elusive
rest. We have been oh so
blessed with our precious
Ethan and are thrilled to soon
welcome another gift from the
LORD – in the heat of summer
no less! Thank you for keeping us all in your prayers – this is
one transition that will be big for us all!

Abundant Water
Everywhere!

Bridges for Peace continues to struggle
financially. Last year had the lowest
worldwide donation levels in over 10
years. The senior leadership team has
been deep in prayer and working hard
to come up with ways to lower costs and increase donations
for this important ministry to the people of Israel that the
LORD has blessed for over 50 years. Recently the rent for
the Bridges for Peace international headquarters building in
Jerusalem was raised by 75%. The building is owned by the
Ethiopian Orthodox Church, and Bridges for Peace has been
renting it for 20 years now. We have been trying to negotiate,
but it looks like we will have to move as the rent is beyond
our budget. Please pray for clear direction and wisdom from
the LORD with this potential move looming over the ministry.

Personal Note

On March 1st we celebrated our fifth anniversary! The past
five years have flown by and we’re looking forward to all the
LORD will do in the coming years. When we married on the
beach in New Zealand five years ago, neither of us could
have imagined where and how the LORD would lead us. We
want to thank each of you for your unwavering support and
prayers over the years.

Rain Rain and more Rain

We also asked you to pray for rain.  Following five years of
drought that saw Israel’s natural water sources plummet
to near disastrous levels, there is reason to rejoice! Israel
enjoyed a particularly long and rainy winter, pushing the
water level of the Sea of Galilee—Israel’s largest freshwater
body that supplies nearly 10% of the country’s drinking water
needs—above the lower red warning line for the first time in
two years.

Old City of Jerusalem
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Continued

PARTNER
WITH US
Prayer

Ethan is almost all grown up – well it seems like that in
comparison to how much he has changed in the past year!
Our little man is running, talking and singing… Watching
his love and fascination of life is one of the greatest joys.
He loves meeting up with his little buddies at the park,
interacting with any moving creature, spotting helicopters,
airplanes, the moon, trucks and buses are a daily highlight,
and of course playing guitar and singing with Daddy.

ISRAEL

Celebration Time!

•

Pray for the salvation of the people
of Israel and divine appointments
to share the reason for the hope
we have in Jesus the Messiah

•

Pray for wisdom, creative ideas
and insight for Stefan and the
finance team at Bridges For
Peace at this time

•

Wisdom for us as we prepare to
introduce a new member to our
family

•

A healthy pregnancy and birth

•

A smooth transition for Ethan into
the role of big brother!

•

Safety as Ethan becomes more
adventurous

Letitia has been busy with her sewing lessons
too, with local moms with toddlers in toe, as
well as her young student. As the Feast of
Esther or known here as Purim has just passed
us, we had been in a flurry for cotton, furr and
threads to complete costumes in time!

Farewelling
Special Friends
Want to stay connected?

Contact Details

Postal Address:
Bridges for Peace
Attn: Stefan & Letitia Bergen
PO Box 1093
Jerusalem, 9101001, ISRAEL
We are also excitedly looking forward to a visit from Stefan’s sister Rosalyn and
her husband Grant over the Passover holiday in April. They have wanted to visit
Israel for many years now, and we are excited for all the LORD has in store for them
here! We want to encourage any of you who have ever thought about coming to
visit Israel to do it!! As you all know, the Promised Land is a very special place.
It is where the LORD revealed Himself and His plan of salvation to the people of
Israel and to the whole world. It is where Jesus was born, ministered, was crucified
and resurrected, and it is also the place that Jesus will return to soon… We want
to strongly encourage you to make the journey here. We would be honoured to
personally show you the places that have strengthened our faith and made our
relationship with Jesus deeper.
With all our Love,

pg.2

stefan.letitia.bergen@gmail.com
Stefan +972 52 363 6661
Letitia +972 55 224 9736
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