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Stefan’s  Health 
We share this beautiful and powerful Psalm of David with you 
because it was a great encouragement to us over the past few 
months. As many of you have heard, Stefan was hospitalized 
for six nights with a large and persistent peritonsillar abscess 
only three weeks after David was born. Thank you for praying 
for us during this time. We were showered with support 
from our congregation and friends who brought us food and 
encouragement daily. After having the infection drained six 
times and a week of intervenes antibiotics, the LORD was 
faithful to heal Stefan and he was able to go home to recover.

Brothers 
Ethan is now two years old! We celebrated his second 
birthday as a family with a trip to the mall to buy him some 
rubber boots. Providentially it rained while Ethan had his nap, 

Grandma’s Visit 
An hour after Stefan arrived at home from the hospital, 
Letitia’s mom arrived from New Zealand. She was an angel, 
and we were so thankful to have her help for the three and 

“Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name! Bless the LORD, O my soul, and 
forget not all his benefits, who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases, who redeems your life 
from the pit, who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, who satisfies you with good so that your youth is 
renewed like the eagle’s” (Psalm 103:1-5).

Far  From  Home 
As Letitia’s mum was flying back to New Zealand we received 
a phone call to say that her dad who was 92 years old was 
in hospital and the family was gathering. He passed away 
peacefully within the week with Letitia’s mum by his side. 
Thankfully before he died, Letitia got to video chat with him 
to introduce Ethan and David and say ‘I love you’ for the last 
time. It was such a precious moment that has etched itself 
on her heart and felt like a gift from heaven as it occurred on 
the last day he was responsive. 

a half weeks she was 
here. From climbing 
the mountains of 
washing to cooking, 
washing dishes, 
grocery runs, reading 
books, giving cuddles, 
going on adventures 
and playing trains 
– every effort large 
and small made a 
huge difference in 
lightening the load. 
It was so beautiful to 
watch her fall in love 
with Ethan and David! 
Ethan especially 
enjoyed the extra 
attention while he 
adjusted to being an 
older brother and has 
talked about her visit 
ever since.

and when he woke up we 
got to try out his new boots 
in the puddles!

David gave his first smiles 
to grandma just a few days 
before she had to go back 
to New Zealand. 

Since then he’s become 
quite a talkative and 
happy little camper. He 
loves watching his big 
brother play with the 
new toys that grandma 
brought and can’t wait to 
join in the fun, so much so 
that he has been rolling 
over since he was just ten 
weeks old!
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& 
& Stefan, Letitia,

Ethan
With all our Love,

Remembering  Grandpa

David

He was the first of Letitia’s grandparents to pass away, so being far from home 
made it doubly sad because she had been so looking forward to introducing the 
boys to him in person as we planned to visit in the new year.

• Please pray with us for a visa to 
stay in Israel.

• Please pray for the Christian 
ministries to the Jewish people in 
Israel.

• Please pray for the Director of 
Bridges for Peace in Japan who 
has been diagnosed with cancer.

• Please pray with us for health and 
protection.

A Personal Note of Thanks
We want to thank you all from the bottom of our hearts for the endless generosity 
and love you have shown to our family over the past years. May the LORD bless 
and keep you; the LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; the 
LORD turn his face toward you and give you peace (Numbers 6:24-26).

Israel News 
The past few months have been both a joyous and difficult season for our family 
in many ways. Recently we were informed that the visa we were issued by the 
government of Israel, which would have let us stay in the country for another three 
years, will no longer be valid at the end of this year. We still don’t know the reason 
for the change, but Bridges for Peace has hired a lawyer to help us navigate the 
next couple months. We will try to obtain a different type of visa, but there are no 
guarantees that we will be able to stay in Israel. Our desire is to stay and continue 
to do the LORD’s work here in Israel. Please pray with us that the LORD’s will would 
be done and that He will clearly lead and guide us through this uncertainty.
What we do know at this time is that a certain high official in Israel’s Immigration 
Authority has recently been removed from his position. This official was very 
favorable to Christian ministries in Israel for many years. It seems that in the 
growing uncertainty about Israel’s next government, certain powers are trying to 
make it harder for Christian ministries to operate. Please pray with us for the all the 
Christian ministries here in Israel at this time.

Bridges for Peace is also going through a difficult season as a ministry. As you 
know, just last month we were forced to move our international head office to a 
much smaller space because of rising rent costs and decreased donations. Our 
USA office in particular is struggling financially. Thankfully our office in Japan 
continues to grow thanks in large part to the fearless leadership of our Director in 
Japan. Over the past twenty years she has worked hard to help grow the ministry 
all over the country of Japan where only 1% of the population is Christian. The 
Bridges for Peace network in Japan now has over 500 prayer groups that meet 
regularly to pray for Israel and the Jewish people. Not only that but they raise over 
2.5 million dollars annually to help fund the work that Bridges for Peace is doing in 
Israel. Two months ago the Director of Bridges for Peace in Japan was diagnosed 
with cancer, and she is now undergoing treatment. Please pray with us for healing 
and that she will be able to continue the LORD’s work in Japan.

Speaking of home, the boys got 
another special visit from their 
relatives in New Zealand. 

Steven and Shirley came for a few days and 
we had so much fun adventuring around 
Jerusalem. Ethan especially loved taking them 
in the bus to the Old City.


