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Ph.D. Graduate Assistantship in Food Science  
(Microbial Food Safety) 

Position description 
Dr. Montazeri’s Food and Environmental Virology Laboratory at the University of Florida - Food 
Science and Human Nutrition Department is accepting applications to hire a qualified graduate 
student seeking a Ph.D. degree in Food Science. This is a paid Graduate Assistantship position 
and provides a stipend with a tuition waiver. Qualified applicants would be available to start 
summer 2022 or fall 2022 at the latest. Applications for this position will close as soon as an 
acceptable applicant is identified.  
The successful candidate will join the CONTACT project, a USDA-SCRI funded collaborative 
effort, aiming to respond to a critical national problem that is dramatically affecting specialty crop 
producers and processors. As part of this collaborative effort, the complex fate of foodborne 
viruses through the fresh produce chain will be investigated using basic and applied sciences. 
General and molecular microbial techniques will be utilized to study the persistence of human 
norovirus and its surrogates in irrigation/rinse water, soil, and fresh produce. Then, the efficacy 
of various sanitation/disinfection strategies will be investigated for the eradication of norovirus 
from such matrices.  
Through this project, the student will learn and perform general and advanced microbiological 
techniques (such as PCR, plaque assay, mammalian cell culture, microbial isolation/purification, 
ELISA, and bioinformatic analysis). Further opportunities will be provided for students to 
enhance their competency through professional activities including mentoring undergraduate 
assistants, networking with professionals in the field, communicating project findings at 
conferences and seminars, experience with project management, career advancement 
workshops, and more.  

Qualifications 
Required: A thesis master’s degree from an accredited university (foreign equivalent acceptable) 
with a focus on microbiology, food science, molecular microbiology, genetics, or a closely 
related discipline. Preferred: The ideal candidate will have a research background in 
microbiology, biology, genetics, or related fields. Skills in molecular microbiology (e.g., PCR, 
cloning, transfection, and sequencing), statistical analysis, and oral/written communication are 
highly desired. 

Application Information 
Interested individuals should email the following documents to Dr. Naim Montazeri at 
nmontazeri@ufl.edu for pre-evaluation.  

1) Cover letter indicating applicant’s academic goals and qualifications relative to the 
credentials listed above 

2) Detailed CV (including laboratory skills) 
3) Statement of research purpose 
4) Undergraduate and graduate transcripts (unofficial documents are accepted for pre-

evaluation) 
5)   English proficiency test scores 
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To be considered, the application process follows the UF/FSHN guidelines: https://fshn.ifas.ufl.edu/
prospective-students/graduate-admissions/ 

Naim Montazeri, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor 
Food and Environmental Virology 
Food Science and Human Nutrition Department 
University of Florida 
572 Newell Drive, Gainesville, FL 32611 
☏ (352) 294-3756  ✉ nmontazeri@ufl.edu 

Background Information 
The Food Science and Human Nutrition Department, a large, interdisciplinary unit within the UF/ 
IFAS, is comprised of three distinct undergraduate programs: Food Science, Nutritional 
Sciences, and Dietetics. The Food Science program is an approved curriculum with the Institute 
of Food Technologists. Undergraduate student enrollment is approximately 500, including 70 
Food Science students. The graduate program enrolls approximately 75 M.S. and Ph.D. 
students. Graduate level programs are competitive and provide the opportunity for graduate 
student mentorship. Please consult the departmental webpage for additional information (http://
fshn.ifas.ufl.edu/). The department’s 31 faculty conduct research, teaching and extension 
programs in a broad range of areas, including food safety and microbiology, phytochemical 
characterization, aquatic foods, fruit and juice processing, engineering modeling, micro- and 
macronutrient metabolism, pre- and probiotics, nutritional immunology, obesity and many other 
areas. The department has a strong interdisciplinary nature and there is great opportunity for 
unique collaborations, such as those established through the Center for Nutritional Sciences 
(http://nutritionalsciences.centers.ufl.edu). 

Equal Employment Opportunity Statement 
The University of Florida is committed to non-discrimination with respect to race, creed, color, 
religion, age, disability, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity and expression, marital status, 
national origin, political opinions or affiliations, genetic information and veteran status in all 
aspects of employment including recruitment, hiring, promotions, transfers, discipline, 
terminations, wage and salary administration, benefits, and training. 

Resources 
• Disclosure of Campus Security Policy and Campus Crime Statistics 
• Accessibility at UF 
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