
 
 

 
World Veterinary Day 2015: Vector-Borne Diseases with Zoonotic Potential 

WVC Makes the Case for Quality Continuing Education in the Management of Disease 
 

World Veterinary Day is April 25, 2015, and WVC is reminding veterinary professionals 
that continuing education is a vital component in this year’s World Veterinary Day 
theme, “Vector-Borne Diseases with Zoonotic Potential.” As a provider of year-round, 
practical continuing education, WVC understands the unique challenges that come with 
managing the spread of vector-borne diseases with zoonotic potential and works to 
support those efforts through veterinary continuing education.    

(Las Vegas) April 25, 2015 – When it comes to vector-borne diseases, it’s a race 
against time—and not just for the first responders or research teams tasked with 
developing vaccinations and treatments. For veterinary professionals, staying up-to-
date on emerging and re-emerging pathogens is vital to managing diseases whose 
zoonotic potential, and access to a global population can mean quick and deadly 
consequences.  
 
High-quality continuing education (CE) is the best way to ensure that you and your 
practice stay up-to- date and are ready to manage vector-borne diseases with zoonotic 
potential. In fact, conferences, online courses and other year-round CE programs are 
specifically built to support the veterinary community’s efforts to share research, learn 
about recent infectious diseases and their management, and prepare for what’s 
inevitable in today’s world. 
 
“Continuing education is the cornerstone that veterinarians must build upon as they 
work to manage these diseases,” says Jenifer Chatfield, DVM, and a continuing 
educator at WVC’s Annual Conference.  “These threats are changing too quickly to 
learn everything you’ll ever need in school, and seeking out continuing education is the 
only way to know about emerging and re-emerging diseases.” 
 
What’s more, CE offers the chance to learn what else is available from a treatment 
perspective, an important component in the overall management of disease. 
 
“Drugs and products are always improving, and we have more options than ever 
before,” says Jon R. Pennell, DVM, MS, EMT-I, and president of WVC. “We as 
veterinarians must do our best to stay current on the latest medications and 
preventions.” 
 



Another reason to consider CE as a tool for managing these threats is the interaction, 
collaboration and information-sharing that results from events. When veterinary 
professionals from different regions get together, they share and learn from the 
experiences of others who may be dealing with a particular threat in another part of the 
country.  
 
“Networking is a very important part of the WVC Annual Conference,” says Dr. Pennell. 
“Several years ago I was visiting with a colleague and he told me about the prevalence 
of Lyme disease in his practice in New England. I do not practice in a Lyme disease 
area, but was aware of its consequences. However, talking to him about the fact that 
dogs and people in his waiting room both had the disease made an even bigger impact 
on me.” 
 
Added Dr. Chatfield, “No person or society is isolated in today’s global community. A 
veterinarian in Florida needs to understand the canine influenza happening right now in 
Wisconsin and Illinois, for example, because an infected person or dog can travel from 
that part of the country down to Florida in a matter of hours.” 
 
Indeed, CE is crucial to understanding new threats, products and treatment, as well as 
another hugely important aspect of disease management: conversations with clients.  
 
“The closer and more bonded people become with their animals, the more relevant 
these diseases can become,” says Dr. Chatfield. “Veterinarians today are truly the other 
family doctor, and it’s our job to help our clients and their families live safely with their 
pets.” 
 
Dr. Pennell adds, “With the onset of the Internet, our pet-owning public has many 
opportunities to learn about disease prevention and care for their pets, but it is not 
always accurate information. We as veterinarians want to be sure the information they 
are receiving is correct and safe.” 
 
Staying abreast of new information may seem daunting to veterinary professionals who 
are already working tirelessly to care for animals in their practice. That’s why WVC 
offers a variety of programs in all areas. 
 
“Continuing education is vitally important to keep growing as practitioners,” says Dr. 
Pennell. “Things are changing so quickly now, but luckily, there are many ways to get 
continuing education. WVC offers our Annual Conference, Academy courses (with year-
round, hands-on training at the Oquendo Center in Las Vegas), WVC On the Road 
(lectures in different cities across the United States), and a digital learning library.” 
 
WVC applauds the World Veterinary Association for its work to drive awareness of the 
growing threat of vector-borne disease with zoonotic potential and looks forward to 
continuing the conversation about the topic and the role CE plays.  For more information 
about WVC’s year-round programs, visit wvc.org.  
 



About Our Experts: 
 
Jon R. Pennell, DVM, MS, EMT-I, is president of WVC, a provider of continuing 
education for veterinary professionals. He has practiced veterinary medicine for more 
than 30 years and is currently a small animal practitioner at Mountain Vista Animal 
Hospital in Las Vegas. His experience extends to human medicine as well, as he 
worked part-time for Medic-West Ambulance Company as a certified emergency 
medical technician (EMT) from 2007 to 2014. He also volunteers his expertise during 
disaster relief efforts and provided veterinary assistance for Hurricanes Katrina and 
Rita. In 2013, Dr. Pennell was appointed by the governor to the Nevada State Board of 
Health.   
 
Jenifer Chatfield, DVM, is the staff veterinarian at 4J Conservation Center, and a 
continuing educator at conferences including WVC’s Annual Conference. Dr. Chatfield 
was the Florida Department of Health’s zoonotic and vector-borne disease program 
veterinary and agricultural liaison for several years. She continues to be heavily 
involved in public health efforts through veterinary medicine as a Medical Reserve 
Corps member and associate editor of the international One Health newsletter. 
Recently, Dr. Dr. Chatfield was selected as a Future Leader by the AVMA and was the 
recipient of a Gold Star Award from the Florida Veterinary Medical Association. 
 
About WVC  

WVC has an 87-year history of providing high quality continuing education to veterinary professionals. 
Based in Las Vegas and operating as a 501(c)3 non-profit, WVC hosts programming year-round with 
three primary pillars of education: WVC Academy, year-round, hands-on learning at its 66,000-square 
foot Oquendo Center, which boasts an unparalleled learning environment for veterinary professionals, 
WVC On The Road, a lecture-based learning program located in cities across the U.S., and its flagship 
program, the WVC Annual Conference, a five-day event held in Las Vegas with attendees from more than 
40 countries. For more information about WVC, visit wvc.org.  
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