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WVC Annual Conference Wraps its 88th Year  
Veterinary professionals were honored, and more than 1,000 hours of continuing 

education were offered 
 
LAS VEGAS, March 15, 2016  – Thousands of veterinary professionals descended 
upon Las Vegas for the WVC Dr. Randall G. Ezell 88th Annual Conference, held March 
6–10 at the Mandalay Bay Convention Center.  
 
The organization’s flagship event made its March debut last week after its long run in 
mid-February, and offered participants the opportunity to earn up to 58 continuing 
education (CE) hours in six topic areas: small animal, equine, veterinary technician, 
practice management, food animal, and avian and exotics.  
 
A few of the highlights included: more than 500 of the industry’s leading companies in 
the exhibit hall, new 20-minute sessions of credited CE, Hill’s Comedy Night Kickoff with 
Brian Regan which was at-capacity, a vintage Vegas-themed networking event, a new 
App and a multitude of meal-time seminars, workshops and hands-on labs.  
 
Individual veterinary professionals were honored at the Conference for their 
contributions to WVC and the industry as a whole. Randall G. Ezell, DVM, for whom this 
year’s event is named, received the 88th Annual Conference Program Dedication 
Award for his unwavering commitment as a WVC past president, treasurer and board 
member, as well as a leader in the design and construction of WVC’s Oquendo Center 
which has propelled the growth of the organization.   
 
The Dr. W. Bruce Wren Food Animal Incentive Award, which takes its name from 
longtime WVC supporter and industry leader W. Bruce Wren, DVM, was awarded to five 
postgraduate students for demonstrating leadership in this practice area. Another 35  
students took home Dr. Jack Walther Leadership Awards, in recognition of their school 
involvement and overall leadership potential. A Special Recognition Award was given to 
Richard Simmonds, DVM, for his dedicated service to WVC.  
 
“The WVC Board, Committees, and Staff work tirelessly throughout the year to produce 
the annual conference, and we are very proud of the result. All measurement factors 



increased over 2015: participants, CE hours and exhibitors,” said WVC CEO David 
Little. “In addition, we offered 29 labs at the Oquendo Center which was buzzing with 
energy and excitement throughout the week. It was a truly momentous conference and 
a fitting way to honor Dr. Ezell .” 
 
Registration for WVC’s 89th Annual Conference, which runs March 5–9, 2017, will open 
this fall. To learn more about the Conference or the variety of programs available, visit 
wvc.org.   
 
 

 
 
 
About WVC  
WVC has an 88-year history of providing practical, high-quality continuing education to 
veterinary professionals. Based in Las Vegas and operating as a 501(c)3 non-profit, 
WVC provides year-round continuing education including career building and hands-on 
learning at its nearly 70,000-square foot state-of-the-art Oquendo Center; a lecture-
based learning program ‘On the Road’ in cities across the U.S.; and, the WVC Annual 
Conference, a five-day event held in Las Vegas, attracting veterinary professionals from 
every state and more than 40 countries. For more information visit wvc.org.  
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