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The WVC 89th Annual Conference Concludes with an Eye on the Future 
The Oquendo Center expansion was announced; a new President takes the helm; and, 

three new board members were appointed 
 
LAS VEGAS (March 21, 2017) – Over 14,000 Veterinary professionals gathered in Las 
Vegas, March 5-9 for the WVC 89th Annual Conference at the Mandalay Bay 
Convention Center. 
 
The organization’s flagship event offered participants the opportunity to earn up to 57 
continuing education (CE) hours in topic areas including small animal, equine, food 
animal, and avian and exotics, as well as courses specific to veterinary technicians 
and practice management. 
 
A few of the highlights included the announcement of the Oquendo Center expansion 
currently underway, to more than double its footprint by 2019; the first General Session 
featuring world-renowned photographer, Joel Sartore, who presented the National 
Geographic Photo Ark; over 500 exhibitors showcased the latest innovations in the 
veterinary industry; and participants selected from over 1,000 hours of CE across 
seminars, workshops and hands-on labs.  
 
The Conference honored 38 award recipients. The Dr. W. Bruce Wren Food Animal 
Incentive Award, which takes its name from longtime WVC food animal program 
manager and industry leader W. Bruce Wren, DVM, was awarded to five postgraduate 
students for demonstrating leadership in this practice area. Another 32 students were 
recognized for their school involvement and overall leadership potential with the Dr. 
Jack Walther Leadership Award. A Special Service Recognition Award was awarded to 
Linda Markland, RVT, for her dedicated service to WVC.  
 
W. Mark Hilton DVM, PAS, DABVP (beef) assumed the position of WVC’s 2017 
President. Dr. Hilton is a technical consultant for Elanco Animal Health’s beef team and 
a clinical professor emeritus of beef production medicine at Purdue University, also his 
Alma Mater. A passionate professor, Dr. Hilton enjoys outreach to veterinary students to 
encourage their career growth alongside mentoring strategies that propel success.  
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“I could not be more thrilled to be President of the WVC in this exciting time of growth 
and expansion. With a focus on People, Vision and Mentorship I look forward to leading 
WVC into its 90th year,” said Dr. Hilton. 
 
WVC welcomes newly elected board members, Theresa W. Fossum, DVM, M.S., PhD, 
DACVS; Morgan McArthur, DVM; and Heather Prendergast, RVT, CVPM, SPHR: 
 
Dr. Theresa Fossum is Vice President for Research and Strategic Initiatives and a 
Professor of Veterinary Surgery at Midwestern University in Glendale, Arizona. Dr. 
Fossum has authored or co-authored more than 100 manuscripts in refereed journals 
and is the author of Small Animal Surgery, now in its fourth edition.  
 
Dr. Morgan McArthur is a professional speaker and former world champion of public 
speaking with Toastmaster’s International and works part-time for the University of 
Wisconsin Extension program. He is president of a charity art organization benefitting 
Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin and is an esteemed artist himself, creating fine art 
photography as well as being a professional lettering artist.  
 
Heather Prendergast has more than 25 years in small animal practice providing 
consulting services for veterinary hospitals and is an instructor for Patterson Veterinary 
University and VetMed Team. Prendergast serves on several advisory committees, 
including the NAVTA National Credentialing Task Force, Pet Nutrition Alliance 
Committee, and the Fear Free Advisory Board and is presently Editor in Chief of the 
NAVTA Journal. 
 

“The Annual Conference is a culmination of the expertise and efforts of the WVC board, 
committees and staff who work tirelessly year-round to produce our flagship event.,” 
said WVC CEO David Little. “The variety and depth of the 2017 program was 
appreciated by over 6,000 veterinarians, more than 1,400 veterinary technicians and 
360 practice managers. ” 
 
To learn more about the Conference or the variety of programs available, visit wvc.org.   
 
 
About WVC  
WVC has an 89-year history of providing practical, high-quality continuing education to 
veterinary professionals. Based in Las Vegas and operating as a 501(c)3 non-profit, 
WVC provides year-round continuing education including career building and hands-on 
learning at its nearly 70,000-square foot state-of-the-art Oquendo Center; a lecture-
based learning program ‘On the Road’ in cities across the U.S.; and, the WVC Annual 
Conference, a five-day event held in Las Vegas, attracting veterinary professionals from 
every state and more than 40 countries. For more information visit wvc.org.  
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Thank	you	to	our	Sponsors.	Additional	supporters	may	be	found	at	wvc.org/conference.	

	
	


