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Keynote Speakers Announced – Women’s Veterinary Summit 
Over 100 participants expected for the annual event, July 16 &17 

 
LAS VEGAS (February 1, 2017) — Registration for the second annual WVC Women’s 
Veterinary Summit (WVS) launches today with the announcement of keynote speakers 
Staci Columbo Alonso (below left) and Elizabeth “Betsy” Charles, DVM, MA (below right). 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Staci Alonso is Executive Vice President, Innovation and Administration for Station 
Casinos and has worked in the gaming industry for 29 years. She has shaped her 
purpose around “To whom much has been given, much is expected” and illustrates this 
through her work as the founder of Noah’s Animal House, which is the first full service 
pet kennel on the grounds of a domestic violence shelter (The Shade Tree) in the 
country. Since inception in 2007, Noah’s has sheltered over 1,000 pets for over 80,000 
boarding nights, providing temporary shelter and medical care for pets of women and 
children escaping abusive environments. Ms. Alonso will provide insight into her 
corporate career in a male-dominated industry and share her life-affirming journey of 
founding Noah’s. 
 
Dr. Betsy Charles holds a master’s degree in Organization Leadership and pairs that 
expertise with veterinary medicine to help veterinary professionals understand how 
emotionally intelligent leaders can facilitate the development of high functioning 
organizations. She has presented on leadership topics at the state and national level in 
numerous venues including over half of the veterinary colleges in the U.S. Dr. Charles 
believes we all have the capacity to be exceptional people of influence by learning the 
skill sets necessary to become effective communicators, relationship builders and 
boundary setters.  
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The Women’s Veterinary Summit will be held July 16 and 17 at the Oquendo Center 
in Las Vegas. The unique two-day event is expected to draw over 100 participants who 
will explore strategies to achieve short and long-term goals, hear from inspirational 
speakers, attend practical workshops, and develop a personalized playbook for life.  
 
“While the complete speaker roster is still in development,” said David Little, CEO of 
WVC, “we are very excited to announce our keynote speakers as their specialties, 
expertise and inspirational stories will shape the theme of the Summit. Building upon 
last year’s success we’ll present both a practical and insightful program, while ensuring 
there is time for networking and fun.” 
 
Last year’s participants of the Women’s Veterinary Summit came from 18 states and 
reported that it was “highly informational,” “enlightening,” “motivating,” and 
“inspirational.” One participant said, “I was greatly impressed [by the Summit]. I feel my 
future endeavors are attainable.” Participants rated the overall experience 4.9 out of five 
and 86% said they would recommend the course to a colleague.  
 
The Women’s Veterinary Summit is made possible by the support of Hill’s Pet Nutrition 
and Elanco.  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Visit wvc.org/wvs to register.  
 
About WVC  
WVC has an 89-year history of providing practical, high-quality continuing education to 
veterinary professionals. Based in Las Vegas and operating as a 501(c)3 non-profit, WVC 
provides year-round continuing education including career building and hands-on learning at its 
nearly 70,000-square foot state-of-the-art Oquendo Center; a lecture-based learning program 
‘On the Road’ in cities across the U.S.; and, the WVC Annual Conference, a five-day event held 
in Las Vegas, attracting veterinary professionals from every state and more than 40 countries. 
For more information visit wvc.org.  
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