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VETERINARY TECHNICIAN SYMPOSIUM 
June 25-27, 2018 | Oquendo Center | Las Vegas, NV 

  

ANESTHESIA 
Instructors: Kimberly Spelts, CVT, VTS (Anesthesia/Analgesia) and Kristen Cooley, BS, CVT, VTS 

(Anesthesia/Analgesia) 

 

9:00 am-12:00 pm Anesthesia from A to Z 

Description: Do you know what should you be thinking about EVERY time you run an anesthesia 
case? Are you stuck in a rut of drug "protocols" at your practice? Would you like to elevate the level 
of anesthetic care you provide to your patients? Would you like someone to help you learn how to 
make a robust, individually tailored anesthetic plan for every patient you anesthetize?  Join us in this 
informative and interactive learning experience that covers the perianesthetic period from start to 
finish, from preanesthetic planning and drug selection through premedication, induction, 
maintenance, and recovery.  Your patients will thank you! 

Objectives: 
1. Detail necessary components for perianesthetic patient management, including preanesthetic 

planning, drug selection, induction, monitoring and recovery  
2. Describe the necessary elements of a patient-tailored anesthetic plan 

10:15-10:30 am Break 

12:00-1:00 pm Lunch 

1:00-5:00 pm No Pain, Lots of Gain: Local Anesthesia Techniques.  Increase your worth as 
a technician by mastering local nerve blocks! 

Description: For a few dollars and a few minutes, you can increase the quality of pain management 
within your practice and make your job more fun at the same time. The more we learn about pain in 
animals the more obvious it becomes that we must be treating it as completely as possible. This 
means using a variety of drugs and techniques to provide a balanced approach to analgesia. This 
hands-on lab will include videos and descriptions of various locoregional anesthesia techniques and 
will give attendees the opportunity to practice dental nerve blocks, epidurals, circumferential nerve 
blocks, and other simple blocks that will greatly enhance the comfort of your patients. 

Objectives:  
1. Outline the role of pain management in veterinary care 
2. Identify the elements found in a balance approach to analgesia 
3. Describe various locoregional anesthesia techniques 

2:30-2:45 pm Break 
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BEHAVIOR 
Instructors:  Debbie Martin, LVT, VTS (Behavior) and Monique Feyrecilde, BA, LVT, VTS 

(Behavior) 

 

Creating Fear Free℠ Veterinary Visits 
Often pets in our care are frightened by the veterinary hospital experience. Many pet owners even 
report avoiding scheduling appointments because their pets are fearful in the hospital. This fear can 
make it more difficult for us to provide needed medical care. In fact, the way we handle patients may 
undermine our medical treatments.  The behavior sessions will focus on how to create a Fear Free 
experience for you patients, your clients, and for you. Resulting in more cooperative patients, better 
care, and increased career satisfaction for you! 

Objectives:  

1. Describe the core Fear Free concepts; considerate approach, gentle control, touch 
gradient, FAS (fear, anxiety, and stress) assessment, treatment wants vs. treatment 
needs, and communication. 

2. Assess a patient’s Fear, Anxiety, and Stress (FAS) score. 
3. Utilize classical conditioning and distraction techniques when providing feline and 

canine treatments.  
4. Identify options for addressing patients with a high level of fear, anxiety, stress, 

and/or aggression. 
5. Create plans for implementing common procedures in dogs and cats while minimizing 

fear, anxiety, and stress in the patient.  

9:00-10:30 am:  LECTURE-Fear Free Basics 

Description: What is fear? How does it affect patients and diagnostics? This lecture will introduce the 
Fear Free core concepts.  

10:30-10:45 am Break 

10:45 am-12:00 
pm 

LAB-Starting out on the Right Paw 

▪ Groups will rotate through 2 stations: 
o “Nice to Meet You” with D. Martin – live dogs will be used 

▪ Set up a Fear Free environment in an exam room 
▪ Assessing the fear, anxiety, and stress (FAS) level of the dog and the 

dog’s response to the hospital environment 
▪ Decreasing fear in patients through proper introductions 

o Touch Gradient with M. Feyrecilde – decoy cats and dogs will be used 
▪ Understanding patient response to physical contact 
▪ Creating cooperative patients through strategic use of touch 
▪ Learning coaching strategies to use with colleagues and clients 

12:00-1:00 pm Lunch 
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1:00-2:15 pm LECTURE-Gentle Control- Fear Free Restraint and Handling Options 

▪ How to safely handle patients with less restraint 
▪ Developing a desensitization and classical (counter) conditioning plan for procedures 
▪ Medical treatment of FAS 

2:15-2:30 pm Break 

2:30-3:15 pm LAB-Feline Gentle control 

Description: Hands-on session with cats/kittens. 

3:15-3:45pm LECTURE- All the Right Moves 

Description: Through video examples and lecture, attendees will learn how to move patients through 
the hospital efficiently and effectively, easily getting a weight, and acclimate a dog to a basket muzzle. 

3:45-4:45 pm LAB- All the Right Moves in Action with Dogs 

Description: Practice moving dogs, getting a weight, and acclimating them to basket muzzles.  

4:45-5:00pm Wrap up. Q and A 
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DIAGNOSTIC ULTRASOUND 
Instructors:  Sara Hunt, BS, LVT 
 

Title: Abdominal Ultrasound: Useful Diagnostic Tool 

Description:  This course will provide lecture and hands-on experiences for technicians wishing to 
become more proficient with abdominal ultrasonography in the small animal patient. The course will 
provide a solid foundation in knobology, terminology, image acquisition and anatomy will also be 
covered. Telemedicine hints and tips will be included so that participants are able to have successful 
collaborative consultations and improved patient care. 

Objectives:  

1. Understand image optimization; how to use the ultrasound machine controls to 
optimize the image. 

2. Understand the importance of anatomical knowledge in ultrasound as it pertains to 
image acquisition. 

3. Understand basic techniques for performing an abdominal ultrasound; how to 
properly hold and maneuver a probe to acquire images. 

4. Identify and image abdominal organs, acquiring images that can be sent out for 
telemedicine interpretation. 

9:00-10:00 am   Overview of abdominal ultrasound: understanding the switches (knobology), 
common artifacts, terminology, and demonstration of image acquisition. 
 
Description: This lecture will give a practical guide to what buttons you should 
use and how to acquire great abdominal images in your patients.  It will also 
discuss imaging the liver, spleen, kidneys and urinary bladder. 

10:00-10:15 am Break 

10:15-12:00 am  Lab – Identifying and appropriately imaging the liver, spleen, kidneys and 
urinary bladder. 
 
Description: This is the hands-on portion of the courses where you get to put 
your hands on the probe and have access to instructors to help you scan and 
get good quality images. 

12:00-1:00 pm Lunch 

1:00-2:00 pm Overview of abdominal ultrasound (continued): Using anatomy to your 
advantage and understanding how anatomical landmarks can work to your 
advantage. 
 
Description: This lecture will discuss imaging of the GI, pancreas, adrenal glands 
and lymph nodes.  It will provide tools on how on how to use anatomical 
knowledge as a tool for acquiring images. 

2:00 – 3:00 pm Lab – Imaging of the stomach, gastrointestinal tract and pancreas and lymph 
nodes.  
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Description: You will continue working with the animals to make sure you have 
a good comfort level with the main organs found in the morning lab and add in 
the gastrointestinal tract, pancreas, adrenal glands and lymph nodes so you can 
become more comfortable imaging the complete abdomen. 

2:45-3:00 pm Break 

3:00-4:15 pm Lab continues 

4:15-5:00 pm Putting it all together; how to become the most useful person in your 
practice! 
 
Description:  This session will serve as discussion time with the instructors 
about the topics covered as well as a time to talk about how to continue your 
training and become more comfortable with ultrasound.  Also methods to 
incorporate it into your practice and use telemedicine to bring higher quality 
patient care to your clinic. 

 
On the final day of the Symposium the schedule is adjusted to allow breakout tracks to begin at 8:00 
a.m.  The Symposium closes with a panel discussion utilizing all instructors with lively audience 
participation. 
 
Schedule is subject to change without notification. 
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