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clean things up with other 
members of the parish.  I’ll 
never forget that Sunday 
morning when the water 
came into the church.”  She 
went on to explain that 
there were only a handful 
of members at the early 
service that day.  It was part 
way through the worship in 
the small chapel when 
someone pointed out that 
water was starting to come 
in from the nearby Cum-
berland river that flows 
through downtown Nash-
ville.  “What did you do?” I 
asked with a mix of curios-
ity and concern.  The sales-
clerk appeared genuinely 
surprised by the question.  
“Well, we just kept on wor-
shipping Pastor. 
...continued on page 3 

Keep on Worshipping by Rev. Dr. Ross Lockhart 

This is God’s wondrous world, and to my listening ears all nature sings, 
 and round me rings the music of the spheres. 

This Is God’s Wondrous World, VU#296 

The twang of country mu-
sic mixed with the hum of 
electric fans as I stepped 
into a small shop on 
Broadway in downtown 
Nashville.  I released the 
door handle that had a 
homemade sign hanging off 
it that read, “Yes, we are 
still open for business.”  
My nostrils flared with a 
distinct musty smell as I 
noticed all of the merchan-
dise was carefully placed 
above shelves that re-
vealed significant water 
damage from the recent 
“flood of the century.”  
“Come on in Honey,” 
beckoned the shopkeeper 
wearing a pair of bright 
yellow rubber gloves and 
scrubbing the floor with an 
old black mop.  “Quite a 

mess in town isn’t it?” she 
said with a strained smiled.  
Indeed, downtown Nash-
ville’s flood was devastating 
with a loss of life, busi-
nesses closed and even the 
Grand Ole Opry put out of 
its usual location.  Most of 
the devastation in Tennes-
see was overshadowed, of 
course, by the terrible oil 
spill in the Gulf of Mexico. 
 
We chatted back and forth 
as I poked through the local 
merchandise and she dis-
covered that I was in town 
for a preaching conference 
at First Baptist Church.  
“Even our church got 
flooded Pastor,” she said 
with sadness.  “I was there 
all last night scrubbing down 
the basement and trying to 

Van United now that Easter 
has been celebrated.  One 
very exciting activity is our 
Vacation Bible Camp 
from Monday August 23 
to Friday August 27 

from 9:30am to 
11:30am. 
 Last summer when we 
were in Northern Ireland, 
the Presbyterian church 
Ross was working with 
...continued on page 3 

As I walk and drive 
throughout our community, 
visiting people or trans-
porting my children to dif-
ferent activities, I can’t help 
but sing this beloved hymn 
to myself.  Springtime is 
glorious isn’t it?  When we 
moved into our home in 
late November I had no 
idea what colour our rho-
dodendrons would bloom.  
Now I sit and stare in awe 

at God’s marvelous handi-
work in our (overgrown!) 
garden.  It is my sincere 
hope and prayer that the 
wonder of God’s creation 
continues to delight you…
although managing God’s 
handiwork can be a bit of 
an arduous task! 
Thoughts of spring inevita-
bly lead to thoughts of sum-
mertime and what will be 
happening here at West 

Inside this issue: 

Jim Humphries 
Singing IS Fun 
Three Ways of Grace 

2 
2 
3 

We Are More Than 
Islands 

4 

Lobster Dinner 5 

UCW Report 5 

Caring Ministry—Good 
News! 

5 

Calendar of Events 
 

Guest Summer 
Preachers 

6 
 
6 

Youth and Family 
Events 
 

6 

Stay in Touch 

“The earth is the Lord’s, and all that is in it, the world, and they that dwell therein. 
For he has founded it upon the seas, and established it upon the floods 

Psalm 24:  1-2 

Kingdom of the Son by Rev. Laura Lockhart 

Some of the wonderful crafts 
planned for VBS this summer. 



Jim Humphries by Jean Mallinson 
vate affair, but ideally it 
carries with it a sense  
that the good life can and 
should be lived by ex-
panding from the centre 
of private devotion and 
practice  to the congrega-
tion and to the commu-
nity at large. Jim 
Humphries has lived like 
this. If asked what his 
contribution to the 
United Church has been, 
he might whimsically say 
that  he brought two An-
glicans – his first and his 
second wife – into the 
fold, but a brief talk with 
Jim reveals that his active 
contribution has been 
prolonged and extensive. 
Jim doesn’t consider him-
self exceptional in what 
he has done and it would 
be cheering to think that 
he is right, that  his way 
of living responsibly is just 
doing what comes natu-
rally to someone of his 
faith.  Look for him dur-
ing coffee hour after the 
Sunday service; he’s the 
man with a steady and 
alert gaze got from years 
looking out to sea and 
looking out for other 
people, for what needs to 
be done. 

enough, life calls for hero-
ism. 
 

Born to musical parents in 
West Point Grey, and 
brought up attending West 
Point Grey United where 
his father, a chartered ac-
countant, was the choir 
master, Jim  enlisted in the 
Canadian Navy during the 
Second War and when he  
was discharged headed 
straight back to the west 
coast and built himself and 
his growing family a house 
on Evelyn Drive in West 
Vancouver. He knew West 
Van from visits when he 
was a boy and land was 
affordable on the North 
Shore. Later, after his family 
expanded to five sons, he 
built another house out of a 
converted barn on Sinclair 
Street. He joined West Van 
United and has filled various 
volunteer positions in the 
congregation. He served on 
the church board during the 
metamorphoses of the 
church building that culmi-
nated in the spacious, beau-
tiful building we now use 
for worship.   His sons 
were brought up attending 
Sunday School and church 
services.  It came naturally 
to him, an active, practical 
man, to extend his activi-

ties, especially during his 30 
years of retirement, to 
community projects like the 
Police Board, the YMCA 
Endowment Fund Board,  
the West Vancouver Com-
munity Foundation. He was 
also involved in the initial 
fundraising and founding of 
the Senior’s Centre and the 
Community Centre. He was 
also one of the founders of 
what became the North 
Shore Counselling Centre, 
which had its origins in our 
Church. 
 

He has traveled throughout 
B.C. and knows it well but  
the west coast is crucial  to 
his sense of himself, his life. 
He has spent many years 
exploring the waters of this 
coast through boating. He 
has been going every sum-
mer since he was born to 
the same beach in Gibsons 
first by the Union Steam-
ship boats and tenting, then 
by family boats and BC 
ferry to a summer cottage 
he built with his brother 
and father on that same 
beach.  This year-in, year-
out familiarity with a loved  
place builds continuity into 
living, as does being an ac-
tive member of a congrega-
tion for over half a century. 
Church going can be a pri-
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What forms a man, a 
woman?  Upbringing, ex-
periences, landscape, what 
life brings as accident or 
choice, which then be-
comes fate.  Anyone who 
has lived a long life, is a 
walking bundle of ideas, 
adventures, encounters, 
which can’t be seen from 
the outside and which 
would take volumes to 
recount. So if you were to 
meet  Jim Humphries, just  
turned 90, member of 
West Van United for some 
55 years,  musician, boater, 
professional, husband, fa-
ther,  you wouldn’t at once 
know all this about him,  
even if he remembered to 
wear his name badge.  Peo-
ple – I sometimes think it’s 
a pity, but maybe it’s a 
mercy – don’t wear their 
life stories tattooed all 
over their bodies or wear  
medals on  their chests, 
even though, if lived long  

Singing IS Fun!  
Our choir for young folk, 
the Pacific Spirit Chil-
dren’s Choir, completed 
its first very successful 
year, with 30 enthusiastic 
voices arranged in two 
different choirs, presenting 
a glorious closing concert 
in early May.  The Choir is 
expanding its activities 
next September: if you 

know of a child between the 
ages of 5 and 18, please 
have them call or email our 

Music Director, Gerald van 
Wyck (604 808-5231;  
gvanwyck@shaw.ca); visit 

our website at 
www.pschildrenschoir.ca  
Happy singing! 



Keep on Worshipping (continued from page 1) 

Kingdom of the Son (continued from page 1) 

it is easy to throw in the 
towel.  And yet, something 
deep down in our soul helps 
us to praise God even in the 
midst of pain and sorrow.  
However this newsletter 
finds you today – basking in 
the warmth of a summer’s 
day or huddled under an 
umbrella in the non-stop 
rain, I invite you to pause 
and give God thanks for all 
the blessings in your life.  If 
it has been a while since 
you’ve joined us for wor-
ship, why not come out and 

...continued from page 1 
We scooped up the hymn 
books, bible and cross and 
went right upstairs to the 
sanctuary to finish the ser-
vice.  How could we keep 
from prais’n God even in 
the midst of the storm?” 

 

Needless to say – I was 
speechless.  I had a vision of 
water flooding into West 
Van United Church and 
imagined pronouncing a 
quick benediction to be 
followed by a choral amen 

filled with the sound of 
wet vacuums humming and 
sandbags stacking.  But to 
keep on worshipping God 
– that seems almost reck-
less, doesn’t it?  The Bible 
teaches us that God is the 
Creator of this world and 
that everything within it 
depends on God’s grace.  
How easily we are dis-
tracted from worshipping 
God in the times of crisis 
or trouble in our lives.  
When the storms of life 
roll and we feel swamped 

Another big event is Caring 
Ministry’s annual Straw-
berry Tea on Saturday 
June 26th at 2pm.  Come 
join us for an afternoon of 
strawberries, fun and songs.  
Please call the church office 
if you require a ride.  Also 
this summer is our first 
annual distinguished guest 
preachers series…stay 
tuned for upcoming details. 

...continued from page 1 
used an amazing resource 
called “Kingdom of the 
Son” for their Vacation 
Bible Camp.  It is a safari 
based resource focusing on 
The Lord’s Prayer.  The 
crafts, lessons and songs 
are so fun that just the 
other day I heard Jack sing-
ing one of the songs...and 
he didn’t even go last 

year…it’s just what he 
picked up from his cousins 
and big sister that did at-
tend!  I encourage you to 
invite children from our 
congregation as well as the 
community ages 4 to 10 to 
attend.  There is more in-
formation both in our Sun-
day bulletin and on the 
website. 
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Dr. Ross’ new book on the 
Trinity is co-edited by his 
childhood friend Rev. Dr. 
Rob Fennell who teaches 
theology at our United 
Church college in Halifax.  
Ross and Rob hatched the 
plan for this book a couple 
of years ago while sitting 
on a park bench enjoying a 
sunny day down at the Bay 
of Quinte in eastern On-
tario.  As they discussed 
theology and the state of 
the church there was a 
sense in which there was a 
need to engage both the 
doctrine of the Trinity and 
the “educated pew.”  After 
all, at the heart of God is a 

living, loving, liberating set 
of relationships: the Trinity. 
But how do Christians to-
day reflect on and speak 
about their faith in a three-
in-one God? In Three Ways 
of Grace, Ross and his 
clergy friends across the 
country offer their unique 
perspective on how con-
temporary Christians relate 
to God the Trinity. 
Each chapter offers an ap-
proach to living the Chris-
tian life in the three areas of 
personal spirituality, life in a 
worshipping community, 
and engagement with the 
world. Exploring topics 
ranging from prayer to ethi-

cal living, music to hospital-
ity, and creation to eco-
nomic justice, each writer 
offers a personal reflection 
on how we can live faith-
fully with a rich awareness 
of the triune God. 
Written in an accessible 
style, this collection of re-
flections, poems, and short 
essays invites readers to 
explore and celebrate their 
spiritual lives, alone and in 
the community.  The book 
is published by United 
Church Publishing House in 
Toronto and we will be 
exploring this work in our 
autumn book study at 
West Van United. 

Three Ways of Grace:  Drawing Closer to the Trinity 

praise God with your 
church family this Sunday 
morning at 10 am?  To-
gether we are figuring out 
what it means to follow 
Jesus in this time and place 
trusting that the One who 
stilled the storm on the 
Sea of Galilee long ago 
continues to journey with 
us empowering our 
church family to praise 
God even in the midst of 
the storm. 
 
Grace and peace. 

  
 “This is God’s wondrous 
world; I rest me in the 

thought of rocks and trees, 
of skies and seas, God’s 

hand the wonders wrought.”  
 Join your West Van 
United family in enjoying 
all of God’s glorious Crea-
tion this spring and sum-
mer! 



We Are More Than Islands by Simon LeSieur 

he came across in a day. 
Vivian reupholstered a 
throwaway and gave it a 
new life. Katie saved the 
money she’d otherwise 
spend on snacks and used 
it to bless others, and so 
on. 
 
Every week, everyone 
brought back profound 
stories of how their ac-
tions brought life to the 
world around them. 
Woven throughout this 
whole process was the 
understanding that confir-
mation is not a final desti-
nation, but rather a de-
parture point - or, at 
least, one of many. After 
all, isn’t part of following 
God about beginning over 
and over again? 
 
Perhaps we will regret it 
one day, but, until then, 
you can catch some of 
the challenges we caught 
on film at 
www.youtube.com/
morethanislands. 

“More Than Islands”: that was the theme underlying the 4-
week long confirmation class that culminated in the confirma-
tion of 8 curious and engaging young people - Sam Ives, Caleb 
Lee, André Matheusik, Brigitte Matheusik, Ben Morley-
Senkler, Vivian Morley-Senkler, Devon Simpson and Robert 
Simpson. The theme, borrowed from the title of a song by the 
Bass Lions, speaks indirectly through its vivid imagery to 
Christ’s call to engage with those around us, to explore the 
wilderness that exists beyond our often-limiting boundaries. 
We are indeed, after all, more than islands. 
 
It was with that in mind that I sat one evening with two of the 
youth overlooking the surprisingly still, quiet waters of the 
Straight of Georgia. As we paused on a small wooden bench, 
one of them asked me how my own confirmation class had 
shaped me. “I don’t remember much of it,” I said, between 
two bites of poutine. It was exactly that experience, or rather, 
that non-experience that provided the inspiration to guide 
those attending into a journey that would hopefully be mean-
ingful and memorable, but also, and perhaps more impor-
tantly, that would convey how life-giving it can be when fol-
lowing Jesus is something that is active. After all, loving our 
neighbour is hard to do without seeing ‘love’ as a verb! 
 
The walk can’t be done alone 
Because the Christian journey is indeed a lot about living and 
being, we were joined every week by Dylon and Katie, two 
good friends who embody so much of what it means to create 
space for God by being. Dylon is involved with L’Arche, shar-
ing life alongside people with developmental disabilities, while 
Katie is present on a daily basis in the downtown Eastside, 
working at a coffee shop in the neighbourhood. To their twin-
kling presence was added the diverse expertise and wisdom of 
eight congregational sponsors who were paired with one of 
the confirmands to provide pointers for the journey ahead. 

Brian, Jennie, Jack, Debbie, 
Syd, Malcolm, Janet, and 
Randy; thank you. 
 
Throughout the four weeks, 
we explored what are cor-
nerstones of the Christian 
journey. During week 1, we 
unpacked the three persons 
of the Trinity. During week 
2, we touched on Scripture 
and community, while in 
week 3, we looked at prayer 
and at what it means to fol-
low God in a way that up-
holds our own uniqueness. 
To bring everything together, 
we spent the last Sunday 
afternoon simply walking the 
streets of the Downtown 
Eastside, observing, listening, 
discerning, being. 
 
LOVE, or rather, 
LUV as a verb 
Admittedly, there’s nothing 
here too out of the ordinary. 
Enter “The LUV-bomb”. The 
LUV-bomb was created last 
summer by my housemates 
and I as a catalytic means of 
pushing ourselves beyond 
our comfort zones when it 
comes to following Jesus. 
And so it is that, every week 
during confirmation, a proto-
type version of it served as 
an introduction to the Chris-
tian life as we drew, one by 
one, various challenges from 
the always-ominous LUV-
bomb. All in all, 44 challenges 
were drawn: André part-
nered with a ‘hard-to-love’ 
classmate on a project. Rob-
bie baked a pie for a 
neighbour. Dylon acknowl-
edged the creation we live in 
by cleaning up all the garbage 
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Lobster Dinner 
Special thanks go to Sandy 
Nelson for her beautiful 
decorations and Elinor 
McLean for handling all of 
the administrative tasks.  A 
big thank-you to all who 
donated auction items.  
 

Once again Larry Matrick 
and his team from the Ad-
ministration Committee 
organized a wonderful 
“fun”draiser for the church 
at the Hollyburn Country 
Club, with approximately 
$15,000 being raised.  The 
food was delicious, the en-

tertainment by the talented 
choir member Michelle De-
laplace and Chris Fulton 
was very enjoyable, and the 
many silent and live auction 
items were well received, 
with auctioneer David 
Gouthro doing a superlative 
job of extracting high bids.  

oumene unit for eighteen 
years. 
 
Pat Marchant chair of the 
UCW (May) made a recom-
mendation that congrega-
tion members be encour-
aged to give a donation, in 
memory of a loved one, to 
buy a book for the library. 
Donna Simons is the new 
librarian. The UCW pro-
vides $150 a year to buy 
new books. Rev Ross has 
made some excellent sug-
gestions for new books. 
 
The Western Women’s 
Conference will be held at 
Naramata in September. 
For further information, 
please see the poster on 
the UCW bulletin board or 
e-mail 
info@naramatacentre.net  

The UCW Annual General 
Meeting was held on April 
14th. 105 women attended. 
We had an excellent buffet 
dinner provided by Romy 
Reimann and David Jab-
bour. The guest speaker 
was Rev. Ric Mathews 
from First United Church. 
 
We celebrated the women 
who work so hard for 
many months before each 
flea market, sorting, pricing 
and cleaning items. Many of 
the women have been 
sorting for twenty or thirty 
years. The 16 department 
convenors and their mem-
bers were given a hearty 
round of applause! Elinor 
McLean was thanked for all 
her hard work keeping 
track of the finances and 
reporting on the proceeds. 

Romy Reimann and David 
Jabbour were thanked for 
providing lunch at the May 
flea market. June Smith was 
thanked for providing 
scones, muffins and snacks 
during the set up week be-
fore the November flea 
market. Loree Foster and 
her team of chefs were 
thanked for providing the 
lunch and snacks for the 
November flea market. 
 
Life membership pins were 
given to Eleanor Reemeyer, 
Helen Young, and Merrilee 
Miller. Seven UCW mem-
bers were honoured in 
memoriam. Rev Laura Lock-
hart conducted the installa-
tion service. She thanked 
Pat Hayward for serving as 
WVUC’s librarian for ten 
years, and Eileen Purvis for 
being the treasurer of Oik-

meet people in a residence 
where folks come and go 
on a regular basis…
especially if it is a multi-
building residence.  Our 
Coffee Party inspired some 
community minded resi-
dents at Kiwanis to build 
upon this effort and since 
many exciting developments 
have occurred.  With some 
seed money from us, a 

residences in West Van 
encouraging people who 
are “shut in” to come to 
the common room of the 
building and have some cof-
fee and fellowship with 
other people in the building, 
all hosted by volunteers of 
the Caring Ministry.  Several 
months ago, we hosted a 
coffee party at Kiwanis.  It 
is a challenge sometimes to 
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The Caring Ministry at 
West Vancouver United 
Church quietly goes about 
its ministry helping those in 
our congregation and 
greater community.  One 
of the multitude of pro-
grammes we initiate is our 
monthly Coffee Party.  The 
Coffee Party rotates 
around to different apart-
ment buildings /seniors 

UCW Report by Jean Matrick 

Caring Ministry - Good News! 

small informal residents 
association started and 
now programs such as 
Christmas outreach and a 
yard sale have started.  
Not only are residents 
connecting but there is a 
spirit of caring at Kiwanis.  
Good news! 
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Guest Summer Preachers Sermon Series: 
Preaching with Paul 

Sunday July 4th— Rev. Dr. Andrew Stirling, Senior Minister, Timothy Eaton Memorial Church, Toronto. He will be 
preaching on 1 Corinthians 2: 1-5 and 4: 6-13. His sermon title is: “Recognizing the Source”. 
 

Sunday July 11th— Rev. Dr. Stephen Farris, Dean, St. Andrew’s Hall. 
 

Sunday July 18th— Dr. John Stackhouse, Jr., Sangwood Youtong Chee Professor of Theology and Culture, Regent  
College. He will be preaching on Colossians 1:28. His sermon title is: “’Is He Saved?’ and other Questions Christians Shouldn’t 
Ask”. 
 

Sunday July 25th— Mr. Simon LeSieur, Minister of Children and Youth, West Vancouver United Church.  He will be 
preaching on Romans 12:1-8.  His sermon title is “This Way to Paris”. 

Calendar of Events 
 

Baptism 
 

Once a month on Sunday morning. Please contact the office a month or two 
in advance. 
 
 

Congregational Dates and Events 
 

Wednesday June 16 -Men’s Coffee drop in morning, 10 am 
 

Saturday June 26  -Strawberry Tea, 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm 
 

Sunday July 4  -Guest Preacher Rev. Dr. Andrew Stirling 
 

Sunday July 11  -Guest Preacher Rev. Dr. Stephen Farris 
 

Sunday July 18  -Guest Preacher Dr. John Stackhouse, Jr. 
 

Wed. July 21  -Men’s Coffee drop in morning, 10 am 
 

Sunday July 25  -Guest Preacher Mr. Simon LeSieur 
 

Wednesday July  28 -Fellowship Luncheon, 12:00 noon 
 

Monday Aug 23 
To Friday Aug. 27 -Vacation Bible School, 9:30 am to 11:30 am 
    each morning 
Concerts 
 

Sunday June 27th  -London or Bust!. A Farewell concert  
    for Janel Snider, 2:30 pm 

 
West Vancouver United Church 

2062 Esquimalt Avenue 
West Vancouver, BC 

V7V 1S4 

Phone: 604-922-9171 
Fax: 604-922-3831 

 
Email: office@wvuc.bc.ca 

 
If you would like to receive this newsletter by 
e-mail or read it on-line, please contact the 
church office by phone at 604-922-9171 or 

e-mail: office@wvuc.bc.ca 
 

West Vancouver United Church 
Stay in Touch 
Summer 2010 

Youth and Family Games Night / Movie Night 
Our new children and youth minis-
ter, Simon LeSieur, along with the 
youth and family committee have 
been keeping our young disciples 
busy with many fun activities. We 
have had two wonderful evenings: 
the Games Night and the Movie 
Night. 
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