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pulled up at home in West 
Van the crowds had turned 
ugly downtown.  Cars 
burned.  Police appeared in 
riot gear.  A hockey game 
faded from memory as the 
presence of violence and 
looting took centre stage.  In 
a blink of an eye Paradise 
was lost. 
At the centre of the Chris-
tian story is a belief that 
God in Christ is at work in 
the world through the Spirit 
bringing about the Kingdom 
of Heaven here on earth.  
“The Kingdom of God is at 
hand,” Jesus declares in 
Mark’s gospel.  “The King-
dom of God is within you” 
declares Jesus in Luke’s 
gospel.  While Karl Marx 
famously labelled religion 
as the “opiate of the peo-
ple,” Christianity’s affirma-
tion of Heaven has nev-
er ...continued on page 4 

Paradise Lost? by Rev. Dr. Ross Lockhart 

A Morning Out by Rev. Laura Lockhart 

“Vancouver, eh?”  My 
friend smiled and spoke 
above the cacophony of 
voices in the crowded 
downtown Toronto restau-
rant full of good cheer.  As 
the appetizers arrived I 
shared our decision to ac-
cept a call to West Vancou-
ver United Church and 
move the family west.  My 
friend spoke again with a 
sparkle in his eye, “Wow, 
Vancouver…that’s para-
dise.”  Paradise.  In many 
ways the Greater Vancouver 
region offers a glimpse of 
paradise.  After all, you’ve 
heard me joke more than 
once that the hardest thing 
about preaching heaven in 
Vancouver is people think 
that they’re already there! 
I had paradise on my mind 
recently as Laura and I 
strolled along the waterfront 
walk from Stanley Park to 

the downtown core to watch 
Game 7 on the big screen 
with thousands of Canuck 
fans.  Pausing by Canada 
Place the whole city looked 
like paradise with soaring 
glass condominiums, majes-
tic, snow-covered North 
Shore Mountains, and float 
planes skipping gracefully 
across the water like a peb-
ble on a pond.  We strolled 
down Georgia Street and 
soaked up the atmosphere as 
people cheered on the home 
team and waved their flags 
in hopes of achieving Lord 
Stanley’s Cup.  As the Bru-
ins added goal after goal to 
the scoreboard, however, 
the mood in the crowd shift-
ed.  We made our way out 
of the downtown by the end 
of the second period with a 
sense that this paradise was 
about to change.  Sure 
enough, by the time we 

décor and many other inter-
esting topics. 
 

Come join us!  We are real-
ly looking forward to meet-
ing you, sharing a cup of 
coffee, letting our kids play 
together and gain some val-
uable parent insight from 
experts.  Make a note in 
your iPhone or Blackberry 
to drop by West Van United 
the first Thursday of the 
month from September to 
May.  If you have any ques-
tions, please don’t hesitate 
to contact me at (604) 922-
9171. 

I am really excited to tell 
you about a new initiative at 
WVUC for this fall!   Made-
lyne MacKenzie, our Caring 
Ministry Coordinator and I 
have been busily planning a 
new programme titled, “A 
Morning Out”.  We are 
inviting parents of young 
children to join us the first 
Thursday of the month, 
commencing in Septem-
ber, 2011, to come and lis-
ten to a guest speaker and 
have a chance to connect 
with other parents.  We are 
providing free child care; 

however, if your child 
would rather stay by your 
side, they are more than 
welcome to.  We plan to 
meet at 9:30 am so that you 
have time to drop off any 
older children at school and 
then make your way to the 
church.  We will offer 
snacks and refreshments for 
both parents and children.  
We have a wonderful line 
up of speakers planned who 
will be speaking on a varie-
ty of parent-child issues 
ranging from nutrition, mu-
sic, first aid, child-friendly 
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A Beautiful Road - Confirmation 2011 by Simon LeSieur 

Vacation Bible School by Simon LeSieur 

than the one God swept 
away in the flood?” 
Throughout the process, I 
find myself pondering these 
great questions, which often 
point me back to the root of 
it all: love. As Paul suggests 
in his letter to the Corinthi-
an church, we can have the 
most intricate gifts, but if 
we don’t have love to 
ground all that we do, our 
efforts are ultimately empty. 
So to tackle these questions, 
or to walk through the 
streets of Vancouver’s 
Downtown Eastside without 
love is to miss so much of 
the point. 
 
So, to Jamie, Mike, Nolan 
and Wesley - thank you for 
your questions, thank you 
for your passion, thank you 
for the ways in which you 
challenged Dylon, Katie and 
I to return to the root of it 
all. May God continue to 
guide you in all that we do. 
And may we, as a congrega-
tion, be creative and in-
spired as we fulfill our vows 
to come alongside the grow-
ing body of young people in 
our midst! 

quiet sanctuary and sat, star-
ing towards the front. Sit-
ting there, I was taken back 
to last year, remembering 
how I felt so proud as the 
first group of teens were 
confirmed. It struck me 
how, again this year, a 
group of teens were affirm-
ing their desire to explore 
this magnificent faith. 
 
I found out a week earlier 
that all four teens being 
confirmed - Jamie Heale, 
Mike Heale,  Nolan Strong 
and Wesley Strong - were 
baptized by Rev. John 

Gouws many, many years 
ago. So much has happened 
in their lives since then. So 
much has happened in this 
congregation since then. 
Yet, here they were, these 
four teens, wanting to un-
derstand more about a deci-
sion that their parents made 
for them at the beginning of 
their lives to join in a move-
ment that has navigated 
shifts in culture for 2000 
years. 
 
It is the longevity of this 
Beautiful Road that makes 
the confirmation process 
one of my favorites. My 
hope at the onset is always 
to offer the kids enough 
information and tools for 
them to continue on the path 
their parents first showed 
them, and to begin doing it 
in a way that reflects their 
own understanding of what 
it means to follow Jesus. 
But then it always takes a 
life of its own as the teens 
come with their very real 
questions. “Why has Chris-
tianity become so entangled 
in issues of sexuality?”, 
“Why is God so angry in the 
Old Testament?”, “Is our 
culture much different today 

Summer is just around the corner, and that means it’s time for 
Vacation Bible School! If you’re between the ages of 4 and 
10 years old, come join us from August 22nd to August 26th 
for a celebration of God’s unconditional love where you will 
learn that God has a purpose and a plan for you. Explore 
God’s love through creative crafts, exciting games, inspiring 
stories and delicious snacks! 
 
Remember - sign up before July 1st to take advantage of the 
“Early Bird Discount”! See you this summer! 
Register on our website at www.wvuc.bc.ca/vbs-2011 
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I love those moments 
when, in the midst of 
busyness, everything 
seems to pause momen-
tarily, allowing for a brief 
window of clarity. I had 
one such moment Sunday 
morning as I prepared for 
the confirmation of four 
teens from our communi-
ty on Pentecost Sunday. 
Sometime between the 
morning communion 
service and the time at 
which the confirmands 
and their families were 
set to arrive, I made my 
way to the pews in the 

Back row left to right: Simon LeSieur, Dylon Nofziger, Mike 
Heale, Jamie Heale. Front row left to right: Nolan Strong, 
Katie McBride, Wesley Strong 



Caring Ministry News by Helen McDonald 

One of the Caring Minis-
try’s monthly activities is 
the Fellowship Lunch, 
which is held on the last 
Wednesday of each month 
in the church hall, except 
for the summer months.  
These lunches are happy 
and well attended events, 
with an excellent lunch pro-
vided by the Senior Centre, 
and entertainment or a 
speaker.  For the past three 
years the May lunch has 
become the “90 and 90+” 
birthday celebration.  The 
2011 lunch had 155 at-
tendees, and 54 “90 and 
over” persons were invited.  
Of these, 33 attended, and 
they were honoured by cor-
sages and chocolates, and 
sat at specially decorated 
tables.  Mayor Pamela 
Goldsmith-Jones opened the 
festivities and Marny 
Peirson’s “Londoners” en-
tertained with old time 
songs, accompanied by Di-
anne McKinnon.  It was a 
very successful event. 
 

On Saturday, October 1st the 
Caring Ministry will host a 
Fall seminar featuring the 

“Smart Cookies”.  This is a group of 
young women who specialize in money 
awareness and management. Andrea Bax-
ter, daughter of John and Debbie Baxter, 
is a member of Smart Cookies. They have 
appeared on “Oprah” and are always very 
well received.  More details will follow. 
 

If you have lost your church name tag, or 
are new to the congregation and would 
like to order one, please call the church 
office at 604-922-9171.  The first name 
tags are free and replacements are $5.00 
each.  Also, please call the office and 
speak to Madelyne if you know of anyone 
in hospital who should be visited by Revs. 
Ross or Laura, as this information is not 
now automatically sent to the church. 

through a series of steps 
including release, resistance, 
reclaiming, revelation, 
crossing point, risk and re-
lating designed to help peo-
ple find a new and meaning-
ful role post-retirement.  
Theologically, Bankson 
encourages the reader to 
reflect on God’s call in their 
life and what new thing God 
might be inviting retirees to 
discover.  I hope this book 
will be of some assistance to 
those members of the 
church family who are ex-

Creative Aging by 
Marjory Zoet Bankson 
“How’s retirement treating 
you?” I recently asked a 
member of our church fami-
ly.  “Just two months in,” he 
replied, “and it just feels 
like an extended vacation.  I 
think the hard adjustment is 
still to come.”  If retirement 
is looming for you, or some-
one you love, then the 
Church Library’s new Crea-
tive Aging:  Rethinking Re-
tirement and Non-
Retirement in a Changing 

World will be a welcome 
addition to your summer-
time reading.  Marjory 
Bankson’s new work ex-
plores the spiritual dimen-
sion of retirement and aging 
with creative ways for you 
to share your gifts and expe-
rience, particularly when 
retirement leaves you ques-
tioning who you are when 
you are no longer defined 
by your career.  Drawing on 
stories of successful transi-
tion to retirement Creative 
Aging walks the reader 
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ploring “the hard adjust-
ment still to come.” 

Enjoying the 90 & 90+ 
Birthday celebration. 

Summer Reading: New Books from the Church Library 



Paradise Lost? (continued from page 1) by Rev. Dr. Ross Lockhart 

first time of Christ’s victory 
over death on Easter morn-
ing.  Signs revealed as our 
Irish tour visited Corry-
meela on the Antrim coast 
and experienced the peace 
and reconciliation work that 
Christians are doing in that 
troubled land.  Signs re-
vealed when a Caring Min-
istry volunteer knocks on a 
door and reminds someone 
that they are not forgotten 
but deeply loved by the 
church and the God we wor-
ship.  Signs of paradise are 
all around.  Where will you 
find paradise this summer?         

with us.  In a sense, every-
thing is turned upside down 
– heaven becomes earth and 
earth becomes heaven.  Far 
from seeing this planet as a 
launching pad to some bet-
ter reality, Christians are 
called to partner with God 
in bringing about the King-
dom of God here on earth – 
paradise.  Sadly, we know 
that the power of sin, of 
brokenness, of alienation is 
strong in the world.  We 
don’t need to look at head-
lines from trouble spots 
around the world – we just 
need to watch cars smolder-
ing and shop windows 
smashed on Georgia Street.  

This world is not the para-
dise that God imagined – 
yet.  With faith as tiny as a 
mustard seed we gather at 
West Van United and live, 
laugh and love as gospel 
people working and watch-
ing for signs of the King-
dom to come.  Signs re-
vealed this year in our youth 
building a new home for a 
poor family in Mexico.  
Signs revealed in the smiles 
and tears of worshippers 
moved by song, sacrament, 
scripture, sermon and si-
lence in Sunday worship.  
Signs revealed in the won-
der of our Sunday School 
children as they hear for the 

Summer Reading: New Books from the Church 
Library by Rev. Dr. Ross Lockhart 
Minister in the Church of 
Scotland, a gifted musician 
and a worship leader at the 
Iona Community.  In this 
book Bell explores facets of 
the personal life, relation-
ships and ministry of Jesus 
that are not what you would 
have learned in Sunday 
School in an attempt to free 
Jesus from passive stereo-
types.  As a renowned 
Christian speaker Bell trav-
els the world each year and 
draws on those experiences 
in this book sharing delight-

ful and humourous stories 
from downtown churches in 
Regina, Saskatchewan to a 
Christian community in the 
outback of Australia.  Bell 
leads the reader from chap-
ter to chapter with such fas-
cinating titles as “Skeletons 
in the cupboard” to 
“Giggling for God.”  I trust 
that as you relax at the 
beach this summer you will 
find Bell’s humour and pas-
sion for Christ great compa-
ny indeed! 
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...continued from page 1 
meant to diminish God’s 
activity and our responsi-
bility here on earth.  In 
fact, when we have been 
at our very best, our most 
faithful, Christians in the 
United Church have wit-
nessed to both their love 
of Jesus and the oppor-
tunity to change the world 
for good.  Our social gos-
pel heritage invites all of 
us to make a difference in 
the world around us.  
When John writes in Rev-
elation, “Then I saw a 
new heaven and a new 
earth,” he describes God 
coming to earth to live 

10 things they never 
told me about Jesus 
by John Bell 
Do you remember that 
picture of Jesus that hung 
on the wall in the Sunday 
School classroom?  Was it 
a picture of Jesus meek 
and mild or of a radical 
rabbi?  John Bell invites 
us to have another look at 
our Saviour in his new 
book 10 things they never 
told me about Jesus. Rev. 
John Bell is an Ordained 

Financial Position to May 31, 2011 by Cowan McKinney 

Our receipts for the first 
five months of $235,000 
compare favourably to our 
budget of $230,000 and to 
the previous year 
$225,000.  Receipts in-
clude envelopes and open 
collections which are 
about 13% ahead of 
2010.  Our expenses of 

$260,000 are very close to 
our budget, and 11% ahead 
of 2010. The resulting defi-
cit is $24,000 which is bet-
ter than the budget of 
$30,000 to the end of May, 
but significantly larger than 
2010 deficit of $9,000.  It is 
imperative that we maintain 
our givings for the rest of 

the year, particularly over 
the summer season so that 
we can get closer to a break-
even at year-end.   
 

It is most important to note 
that we depend on the Flea 
Market projected $42,000 
for the year ($16,000 al-
ready received from the 
Spring Flea Market), and 

other Congregational fund-
raising budgeted at $18,500 
for the year.  The Lobster 
Dinner results have not yet 
been determined – we are 
waiting for bills. Without 
these fundraising activities 
we would be short by over 
$50,000 for the year. 
Please continue your sup-
port – we need it! 



For Heaven’s Sake:  Summer Preaching Series 
by Rev. Dr. Ross Lockhart 

Summer Reading: New Books from the Church 
Library by Rev. Dr. Ross Lockhart 

Every summer the WVUC 
family is treated to some 
wonderful guest preachers 
while Dr. Ross and Rev. 
Laura are away on holi-
days.  This year Ross craft-
ed the theme "For Heaven's 
Sake:  Preaching on the 
Life to Come" and invited 
an exciting variety of 
speakers to engage this 
lively topic.  On Sunday, 
July 3rd WVUC's Minister 
for Children and Youth 
Simon LeSieur will preach 
a sermon entitled, "Dying 
to Live."  On July 10th Rev. 
Dr. Stephen Farris, Dean of 
St. Andrew's Hall (VST) 
returns to our pulpit with a 
message entitled, "The Two 
Most Unpopular Words in 
the Bible."  On July 17th 
we welcome Rev. Dr. Rich-
ard Topping, Professor of 
Theology at St. Andrew's 
Hall, to WVUC for the first 
time as he shares his re-
sponse to the theme enti-
tled, "and the Life Everlast-

Long describes the basic 
pattern for a funeral service, 
details options in funeral 
planning, identifies charac-
teristics of a “good funeral” 
and provides thoughtful 
guidance for helpful preach-
ing at a funeral.  Long ar-
gues that the proper Chris-
tian funeral should be con-
structed around the meta-
phor of the deceased as a 
saint traveling on a baptis-
mal journey toward God, 
accompanied by the com-
munity of faith on “the last 
mile of the way.”  I believe 
you will find this a stimulat-
ing and fascinating read! 

Accompany Them 
With Singing:  The 
Christian Funeral by 
Thomas G. Long 
We live in a time where the 
rituals of death and grieving 
are changing at an alarming 
pace.  When you read the 
Vancouver Sun or North 
Shore News’ obituary sec-
tion it is fascinating to note 
how many families are 
choosing to hold a 
“celebration of life” at a 
local golf course or restau-
rant instead of the church 
and in many cases simply 
opt for no service at all.  In 

this changing context it is 
important for us as Chris-
tians to articulate a clear 
theology of life, death and 
life beyond death as well as 
the rituals that surround the 
death of a loved one.  Rev. 
Dr. Thomas G. Long (one of 
my favourite professors in 
my doctoral program in 
Chicago) begins by describ-
ing how the Christian funer-
al developed historically, 
theologically and liturgical-
ly and then discusses recent 
cultural trends in funeral 
practices, including the rise 
in number of cremations 
and memorial services.  
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ing."  On July 24th Caroline 
Penhale, the new United 
Church Chaplain at UBC 
joins our worship with a 
sermon entitled, 
"UnDoomed."  On our final 
Sunday of the series we are 
delighted to welcome back 
Dr. John Stackhouse, Pro-
fessor of Theology at Re-
gent College, UBC with his 
quick wit and dry humour as 
he shares a message enti-
tled, "Four Myths, Two Re-
alities."  Once again we are 
so pleased to partner these 
great guest preachers with 
members of our congrega-
tion who will serve as lay 
liturgist.  Our thanks to this 
year's lay liturgists:  AJ 
Ives, Debbie Simpson, Pam 
Seely, John Mendes and 
Brian Watts.  Please come 
out and enjoy these special 
summer services at 10 am 
and hear the sermons again 
anytime on our church web-
site at www.wvuc.bc.ca. 



Pacific Spirit Children’s Choir by Gerald van Wyck 

West Vancouver United Church is 
proud to be the home of the North 
Shore’s largest children’s choir, serving 
the needs of boys and girls aged 4 to 18.  
Led by Gerald van Wyck and Chelsea 
Edwardson, the Pacific Spirit Chil-
dren’s Choir has grown to over 50 
members in its first two years of exist-
ence.  It has performed with world-
famous light-classics superstar André 
Rieu, and regularly performs concerts 
in the community at large. This spring 
we presented a show with tenor 
Frédérik Robert, where we raised 
$1,000 in support of the Children’s Or-
phanage of Quillota, Chile. The choir is 
divided into Junior (4-6) and Senior (7-
18) divisions.  We are currently holding 
auditions for next year’s exciting pro-
gramme.  
 
Please contact Gerald van Wyck at 604 
808-5231 or gvanwyck@shaw.ca  for 
more information or to arrange an audi-
tion. 

Calendar of Events 
Baptism 
Once a month on Sunday morning. Please contact the office a month or two in advance. 
 
 

Summer Preaching Series “For Heaven’s Sake: Preach-
ing on the Life to Come” 
Sunday July 3 -Simon LeSieur 
    “Dying to Live” 
 

Sunday July 10 -Rev. Dr. Stephen Farris 
    “The Two Most Unpopular Words in the Bible” 
 

Sunday July 17 -Rev. Dr. Richard Topping 
    “and the Life Everlasting” 
 

Sunday July 24 -Caroline Penhale 
    “UnDoomed” 
 

Sunday July 31 -Dr. John Stackhouse 
    “Four Myths, Two Realities” 
 

Congregational Dates and Events 
Wednesday July 20 -Men’s Coffee Group, 10 am 
 

Wednesday August 17-Men’s Coffee Group, 10 am 
 

August 22 to 26 -Vacation Bible School - PandaMania! 9—11:30 am each day. For 
    children ages 4—10. Register at www.wvuc.bc.ca 
 

September 17 -The John Gouws Golf Classic at the Squamish Golf Club. Sign up 
    in the office. 
 

Summer Office Hours 
The Church office will be open Monday to Thursday 9 am to 12 noon from Monday June 27th 
until Tuesday September 6th. 
 

Please direct all pastoral concerns to the Church office throughout the summer. While the 
Lockharts are on holiday we are so pleased to have Rev. Dal and Rev. Cliff offering pastoral 
coverage. 

 
West Vancouver United Church 

2062 Esquimalt Avenue 
West Vancouver, BC 

V7V 1S4 

Phone: 604-922-9171 
Fax: 604-922-3831 

 
Email: office@wvuc.bc.ca 

 
If you would like to receive this newsletter by e

-mail or read it on-line, please contact the 
church office by phone at 604-922-9171 or 

e-mail: office@wvuc.bc.ca 
 

Stay in Touch 


