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Coke over Pepsi, Gap over 
Calvin Klein and Viagra 
over Cialis, our faith claims 
that Jesus is Lord, that God 
is good and that the Spirit 
leads us into an abundant 
life are always mixed in 
with other competing mes-
sages.  How can we tell if 
our message is impacting 
the world around us?  Some 
would say the growing 
numbers of folks in Sunday 
worship.  Others might sug-
gest whether we are meeting 
or exceeding our budget.  
Martha Reese, an American 
researcher, suggests that the 
key factor in a “Post-
Christendom” North Ameri-
ca to church growth is the 
number of adult baptisms a 
church performs in any giv-
en year.  Hmm.  If the cul-
ture no longer makes the 
Christian and if fewer peo-
ple baptize their babies out 
of tradition, then perhaps 
Martha Reese is right—
adults choosing Christ 
through a public statement 
of faith is a good sign.  In 
all our work of evangelism 
and justice in this beautiful 
community I pray that we 
continue to hold humility 
and humour in the forefront.  
As Peter Rollins, an Irish 
Philosopher, argues the fu-
ture church will be made up 
of folks who trust in God 
but who have the humility  
not to call themselves 
“Christian” but to 
acknowledge they are al-
ways and forever, 
“becoming Christian.” 

“Becoming Christian” by Rev. Dr. Ross Lockhart 
Over the past year I’ve been 
writing more frequently for 
our national magazine The 
United Church Observer.  
This month I was asked to 
write an article in response 
to the question, “Why 
would anyone become a 
Christian today?”  Perhaps 
it gives you some insight 
into the health of our nation-
al church if we are even 
asking this question but 
nevertheless I was delighted 
to take on the challenge.  
Within the lifetime of many 
of our active members there 
has been a dramatic shift in 
the place and influence of 
the church in society.  Many 
of you remember a time 
when active church going 
was simply expected, per-
haps even socially condi-
tioned, when being a good 
Christian and a good Cana-
dian citizen went hand in 
hand.  From the Boomer 
generation down, however, 
there has been a significant 
shift in religious affiliation.  
Indeed, since the mid 1960s 
every mainline church 
(United, Anglican, Presby-
terian) has been in sharp 
decline.  Today, the United 
Church of Canada closes a 
church a week.  Added to 
this discouraging situation is 
the fact that our church fam-
ily is based in the most 
“secular” part of Canada 
where only an estimated 4% 
of the North Shore attends 
church regularly.  There-
fore, if the culture no longer 
“makes the Christian” we 

need to ask how and why 
someone should choose 
following Jesus above and 
against the many small ‘g’ 
gods of our culture.  The 
earliest Christian confession 
of faith scholars have un-
covered is “Jesus is Lord.”  
What I love about that con-
fession is the freedom hu-
man beings have to substi-
tute something else for Je-
sus.  My career is Lord.  My 
reputation is Lord.  My fi-
nancial portfolio is Lord.  
Even from the earliest days 
of the church, being a Chris-
tian was a Spirit led choice.  
I’m not discouraged in the 
least by the state of the 
church today.  John’s gospel 
is clear that the Father 
prunes what is dead and 
dying off the vine in order 
for new growth to appear.  
Indeed, we give God thanks 
and glory for the health and 
growth of our congregation 
over these past few years 
defying the “spiritual not 
religious” context of the 
North Shore.  What does it 
mean to be a Christian com-
munity in a time when per-
sonal choice not cultural 
conditioning will strengthen 
the church?  In part, it 
means taking conversion 
much more seriously than in 
years past.  In our context 
people are “spoiled for 
choices” and must choose to 
follow Jesus rather than 
follow the crowd.  In a Ca-
nadian culture where mar-
keting gurus work hard eve-
ryday to have us choose 
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Vacation Cheque list—Water 
turned off?  Check.  Cancel 
the newspaper?  Check.  Take 
the dog to the kennel.  Check.  
Remember to give West Van 
United your summer offering.  
Cheque!  While the psalmist 
reminds us that “the Lord 
does not slumber nor sleep,” 
being human many of us look 
forward to a little downtime 
in the summer.  Please re-
member the church’s mission 
continues even on holiday 
and ensure your givings are 
up to date!  Be sure to check 
out the special Summer Ser-
mon Series and amazing 
guest preachers at WVUC 
while enjoying your summer 
downtime! 
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Following Jesus: Confirmation 2012 by Simon LeSieur 
tour of Union Gospel Mis-
sion, an organization that is 
determined to transform 
communities by overcoming 
poverty, homelessness, and 
addiction, one life at a time 
- a perfect example of what 
it means to concretely love 
our neighbour. 
 

Again, it was a pleasure to 
work alongside these joyful, 
curious, intelligent young 
people. Kate Boddington, 
Kathleen Dalrymple, 
Mary Heale, Zoe Leonard, 
Ellie McLeod - congratula-
tions, and thank you for 
being such involved stu-
dents! It is with great enthu-
siasm that Dylon, Katie and 
I (and the whole congrega-
tion!) look forward to walk-
ing this path with you! 

to!) for over 2000 years. 
 

But what does following 
Jesus even mean? That’s 
what we explore with these 
teens who are growing up in 
this fast-paced culture. Evi-
dently, we have no pretense 
of offering the kids all the 
answers - simply pointers 
that might get them off to a 
good start: who is it that 
we’re following? How do 
we do that with Scripture 
and community to help lead 
the way? How does our 
uniqueness influence how 
we follow God? 
 

All of this comes together in 
our last confirmation class 
when we go to the Down-
town Eastside. This year, 
the group was treated to a 
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offer at West Vancouver 
United Church is an intro-
duction into the Christian 
tradition that allows the kids 
to echo their parents’ deci-
sion for them to join into a 
Community that has been 
following Jesus (or trying 

“What is confirmation?” 
I’m often asked. Tradition-
ally, the process represent-
ed the sealing of the cove-
nant made by parents dur-
ing their children’s bap-
tism. Continuing in that 
vein, the course that we 

Summer Reads from your Church Library! 

Christian thinkers.  Bon-
hoeffer’s story of Christian 
resistance to Hitler’s Third 
Reich is gripping and ulti-
mately costs Dietrich his life 
in connection with the failed 
plot to blow up Hitler and 
end the war.  Faith, history 
and ethics combine for a 
great read! 
Devotions for the Beach: 
and days you wish you 
were there.  By Miriam 
Drennan. (Nashville: 
Thomas Nelson, 2012).  
This beautiful collection of 
daily devotions for the sum-
mer season combine Scrip-
ture, personal reflection, 
prayer and beautiful images 
that encourage the practice 
of Sabbath and recreation.  
Take it along on the ferry on 
as you sit by the  beach 
soaking in the beauty of 
God’s creation! 

mentator on the state of 
Christian faith in North 
America today.  In her latest 
book, she traces the decline 
of church going in North 
America as well as the 
growth of the “spiritual not 
religious” feeling in our 
context.  She suggests that 
we are on the verge of an-
other “Great Awakening” 
which will look very differ-
ent than the religious reviv-
als of our past.  The impli-
cations for mainline 
Protestant churches like the 
United Church of Canada 
are huge. 
Bonhoeffer:  Pastor, Mar-
tyr, Prophet, Spy.  By Eric 
Metaxas (Nashville:  
Thomas Nelson, 2010).  
This New York Times Best 
Seller explores the fascinat-
ing life of one of the last 
centuries most influential 

What  better way to spend a 
lazy summer afternoon than 
relaxing with a good book?  
Over the last year and a half 
our new church librarian 
Donna Simon has been 
transforming the collection 
in the library/lounge.  There 
is a wonderful variety of 
new books available for 
your summer reading.  
Check out is easy and we 
encourage you to support 
your church library over the 
summer.  Here are three 
brand new books for your 
summer reading collection. 
Christianity After Reli-
gion:  The End of Church 
and the Birth of a New 
Spiritual Awakening. By 
Diana Butler Bass (New 
York:  Harper Collins, 
2012).  Diana Bass is a 
scholar (PhD in Religion 
from Duke) and social com-



90 and 90+ Birthday Party by Madelyne MacKenzie 

Celebration!                
The Church Hall was full to 
overflowing at our May 
Caring Ministry Luncheon 
as our church family cele-
brated and honoured mem-
bers of the community who 
are celebrating 90 plus years 
of active living here on the 
North Shore.  While our  90 
plus friends were the real 
guests of honour we were 
especially pleased to have 
our West Vancouver Mayor 
Michael Smith join us for 
the celebration.  A special 
thank to the Caring Ministry 
for hosting such a lovely 
party that included special 
chocolates for the 90 plus 
folks.  The day was just 
another reminder of how 
our church family is active 
in blessing people of all 
ages and stages of life in our 
North Shore parish and be-
yond.  We look forward to 
another wonderful celebra-
tion next May.  Perhaps it’s 
time for you to volunteer for 
the Caring Ministry?  
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Lobster Dinner 2012 
come at the front door to a 
lavish meal and impressive 
auction a good time was had 
by all.  In the end, when the 
dance floor was clear, the 
desserts eaten and the live 
auction finished we man-
aged to raise over $20,000 
for the life and mission of 
West Vancouver United 
Church.  Well done Lobster 
Dinner team—we can’t wait 
for next year’s celebration! 

 Perhaps a sign of a healthy 
church is a community of 
faith that both honours its 
traditions and evolves its 
leadership and practice over 
time.  If that’s the case then 
the Lobster Dinner is a fine 
example of how West Van 
United is growing and 
changing.  After so many 
faithful years of great lead-
ership, “Lobster Larry” 
Matrick gladly passed the 
reins (or tail) to Victoria 

Mendes and her team.  Vic-
toria set out an ambitious 
goal of doubling last year’s 
fundraising target.  Through 
some innovation and a 
whole lot of work from her 
team, including a lot of sup-
port from folks in the office, 
this year’s Lobster Dinner 
was a roaring success.  Held 
once again at the Hollyburn 
Country Club, the dinner 
was sold out a full month in 
advance.  From a warm wel-

Sunday School: Inspiring Spaces  by Dylon Nofziger 

Our Godly Play program 
has provided an exciting 
and creative space for chil-
dren to live out their faith in 
their everyday lives.  Taking 
as our starting point that 
God is alive within us and 
in our world, we have creat-
ed a classroom where chil-
dren can explore some of 
the elements of God's story 
that we are part of.  One of 
the projects was to create a 
large rainbow, which is a 
symbol talked about in the 
story of the Flood.  There 
have been various projects 
including some of the art 
displayed in the sanctuary 
for Pentecost.  Looking 
back over the year that has 
passed, with the changing 
liturgical colours as well as 
the changing colours of our 
tree's leaves, there is so 
much to be thankful for: 
stories, insights, creativity, 
deepening understandings 
of God, to name a few.  And 
I look ahead to this summer 
with great joy.   
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WVUC Youth recognized at the West Vancouver Youth Awards  
by Simon LeSieur 

Fall Family Camp 

We’re very proud of the 
teens from our congregation 
who were recognized in 
May by the District of West 
Vancouver for their contri-
butions to our local and 
global community. Pictured 
here, from right to left, are 
Jenelle Weidner, recog-
nized for her work with 
people with developmental 
disabilities, members of the 
Youth Mexico Outreach 
(Sam Ives, Nicole Compa-
gna, Mike Heale, Brigitte 
Matheusik and Jamie 
Heale), along with our very 
proud Children & Youth 
Minister Simon LeSieur. 
[Missing from the picture 
are Ben and Vivian Morley-
Senkler who were also rec-
ognized for their tremen-
dous work in Mexico this 
past March]. Congratula-
tions!  

Do you have good memo-
ries of Church camp grow-
ing up?  Many of us recall 
campfire songs, canoeing 
adventures and rich experi-
ences of coming to know 
Jesus through the beauty of 
creation.  Through the BC 
Conference Camp Futures 
program the wider church 
has now completed its 7 
million dollar upgrade to 
Camp Fircom on Gambier 
Island.  Excited about these 
new facilities Deb Chemeri-
ka from our church (with 
her own memories of Camp 
Fircom as a kid) arranged a 
tour for Rev. Laura, Simon 
and Rev. Ross this winter.  
From this trip came the plan 
for our wildly successful 
Family Camp Day in April.  

Deb, Simon and Ross have 
now planned a full weekend 
away for young families in 
September as a launch of 
our fall youth and family 
program.  Through the gen-
erous funding of our UCW 
and E & O Committee we 
have set the ambitious target 
of 100 participants.  Our 
prayer, and may it be yours 
as well, is that through the 
program, worship, and rela-
tionship building of this 
weekend our growing young 
family ministry will be rich-
ly blessed.  If you know of a 
young family in our com-
munity that would benefit 
from this revival weekend 
please encourage them to 
register online at wvuc.bc.ca  
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Calendar of Events 
Baptism 
Once a month on Sunday morning. Please contact the office a month or two in advance. 
 

Communion 
We will take a break from 8 am communion services. Early communion services will resume  on 
October 14th 
The next communion service at 10 am will be on October 7th. 
 

Summer Preaching Series “Pray Twice: Wisdom from 
the Psalms 
(see information below) 
 

Congregational Dates and Events 
 

Wed. July 18 & Wed. Aug 15 Men’s Coffee Group, 10 am 
 

Aug 13—17 Summer Kids Camp for ages 4 to 10 
 (more information below) 
 

Sat. Sept 15 John Gouws Golf Classic at the Squamish Golf Club 
 

Summer Office Hours 
The Church office will be open Monday to Thursday 9 am to 12 noon from Monday June  25th 
until Tuesday September 4th. 
 

Please direct all pastoral concerns to the Church office throughout the summer. While the 
Lockharts are on holiday we are so pleased to have  Revs. Cliff Henning and Dal McCrindle 
offering pastoral coverage. 

 
West Vancouver United Church 

2062 Esquimalt Avenue 
West Vancouver, BC 

V7V 1S4 

Phone: 604-922-9171 
Fax: 604-922-3831 

 
Email: office@wvuc.bc.ca 

 
If you would like to receive this newsletter by e

-mail or read it on-line, please contact the 
church office by phone at 604-922-9171 or 

e-mail: office@wvuc.bc.ca 
 

Stay in Touch 


