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asked God to teach her 
something through the expe-
rience of being marooned in 
her arm chair, cast on, leg 
up for a couple of months.  
Through the experience she 
discovered that the most 
difficult and rewarding pil-
grimage is not that of place 
or geographic destination 
but pilgrimage within – the 
journey of connecting with 
God the Father through the 
Son and the power of the 
Spirit.  
 
My prayer is that through 
exciting worship over the 
next month including three 
Christmas Eve service times 
(4:30, 7:30 & 10 pm), daily 
reading and reflection on 
the WVUC Advent Devo-
tional Guide (available 1st 
Sunday of Advent) and time 
with family and friends over 
the holidays you may go 
deeper in your pilgrimage of 
the soul with the loving 
source we call Father, made 
known to us through the 
cradle and cross of Jesus 
and experienced daily 
through the Holy Spirit.  
 
As your Pastor I promise to 
walk this pilgrimage of faith 
alongside you trusting that 
God is both the origin and 
destination for our journey 
of grace.  Wishing you a 
powerful Advent and a 
Christmas full of blessings! 
 
Grace and peace in Jesus’ 
name, 
Ross. 

Journeys By Rev. Dr. Ross Lockhart 

“Let’s go over to Beth-
lehem and see this 
thing that has hap-
pened, which the Lord 
has made known to 
us.” 
                      Luke 2: 15 
 
Beloved, as I write this pas-
toral note my suitcase is half 
packed for the upcoming 
journey to the Holy Land.  
I’m thrilled that nearly sev-
enty people have found the 
time and resources to join 
me on this adventure of 
faith and learning.  Like the 
shepherds of old, we have 
heard angelic messengers 
down through the years here 
in Canada proclaiming, 
“Glory to God in the high-
est, and on earth peace 
among mortals with whom 
He is pleased!”  In response, 
we make our way to the 
Holy Land and will visit 
Bethlehem where the birth 
of a little boy long ago 
changed the course of hu-
man history and our rela-
tionship with the Divine.  
 
I am mindful that this group 
goes with the blessing and 
prayerful support of the 
congregation and we carry 
all of you with us in our 
knapsacks and between the 
pages of our worn travel 
bibles.  In fact, I just sealed 
the enormous Ziploc bag 
full of your prayers that we 
will carry with us to Israel 
and place gently in the 
Western Wall, that last re-

taining wall of King Solo-
mon’s temple where Jesus 
was dedicated as a baby.  
Like Simeon and Anna on 
that dedication day, we too 
hope to report “mine eyes 
have seen thy salvation 
which thou hast prepared in 
the presence of all peoples.” 
 
All peoples.  Imagine, 
through the birth, life, min-
istry, death and resurrection 
of Jesus, all peoples are 
adopted into the family of 
God.  Father, Son, Spirit – 
the inner life of God where 
there exists no tears nor 
sorrow, simply mutual self-
giving love.  This journey 
into the heart of the Trinity 
is one that we mark every 
season of Advent in prepa-
ration for Christmas.  While 
some of us are leaving for a 
physical pilgrimage to the 
Holy Land, I invite all of us 
in the church family to look 
at Advent as an opportunity 
for a spiritual pilgrimage.  
 
Professor Maggi Dawn, 
formerly of Cambridge and 
now teaching at Yale, has a 
beautiful little book out 
called “The Accidental Pil-
grim:  New Journeys on 
Ancient Pathways” in which 
she reflects on different 
pilgrimages in her life.   
 
The story I find most fasci-
nating is when she was all 
set to go on a pilgrimage 
and broke her leg at the last 
minute.  She was so disap-
pointed but through prayer 
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Daily devotionals, written by 
members of our church fami-
ly, have been compiled into a 
meaningful tool for your dai-
ly use through Advent. Pick 
one up Dec 2nd at the wel-
come table or available on-
line at www.wvuc.bc.ca 



Dundarave Festival of Lights 

of practice in cooking other 
than for myself (never was 
much good in the culinary 
arts), my biggest problem 
was what to prepare and 
how much!  Having got past 
that hurdle, all went well.  
Everything I chose on the 
menu had to be prepared the 
day before since I’m not 
good at doing things at the 
last minute – and I don’t 
like missing out on visiting 
with guests.  We started out 
with a glass of wine and 
went from there.  Conversa-
tion went well and it was 
good getting to know fellow 
church members better.” - 
An anonymous host. 
 

And from the point of view 
of one of the recent guests: 
 

“Whatever our age, accept-
ing a lunch invitation usual-
ly turns out to be a happy, 
sociable time together with 
friends.  Our recent church 
project 'Guess who's coming 
to Lunch' was no exception. 
In fact it was much more 
than just the usual lunch 
date.  Meeting unknown 
congregational members, 
together with generous hosts 
and within the confines of a 
relaxed loving Christian 
home 'Guess who's coming 
to Lunch' was also a time of 
fellowship and blessing. 
The delicious lunch added 
to our happy time together.  
Together with much laugh-
ter and good conversation, 
guests and hosts alike be-
came friends and eventually 
left 'with a song in our 
hearts'! 
 

“Hopefully a repeat of this 
very special lunch will take 
place in the near future! “ - 
Helen Y. 

After church on Sunday, 
September 20th, some of our 
congregation were invited 
as special guests to a lunch 
prepared by a volunteer 
host.  How did they get this 
special treatment? – simply 
by signing up to take part in 
this event sponsored by the 
Fellowship Committee!  I 
have been a host several 
times in the past so this time 
my husband and I were 
guests.  I have thoroughly 
enjoyed both aspects of this 
event and hope many more 
will take the opportunity to 
participate when we have 
another one.   

One of the recent hosts 
writes: 
 

“A few years ago I signed 
up as a guest for ‘Guess 
Who’s Coming to Lunch’ 
and thoroughly enjoyed the 
experience.  So this year 
(with a little coaxing and 
some trepidation) I signed 
up as a host.  Being a bit out 
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Your family, your com-
munity group or business 
can share in this beautiful 
work by sponsoring a 
Christmas tree of your 
own at the Dundarave 
Festival.  This is your 
moment to shine as we 
celebrate West Vancou-
ver's centennial with 100 
trees on Dundarave 
Beach.  Visit 
www.dundaravefestival.c
om for details. 
 
 

Be sure to make the Fes-
tival's four Saturdays of 
fabulously festive and 
absolutely free concerts 
in December a feature of 
your celebrations through 
Advent.   
 
Check the Festival's web-
site, friend it on Face-
book, follow 
@dundaravefest on Twit-
ter for all the details. 

West Vancouver United 
Church, once again, is 
helping to keep bright the 
true spirit of the season, 
and the best spirit of our 
community as a Founder of 
the Dundarave Festival of 
Lights.  Together in the 
Dundarave Festival, we 
have the means to end 
homelessness beautifully. 
 
Centered on the astonishing 
truth of Christmas, "God so 
loved the world, he gave 
his only Son", the Dundara-
ve Festival allows us the 
ability to bring the tender 
love at the heart of the sea-
son to the most vulnerable 
people in our community.   
 
Over the past four Christ-
mases, the Festival's Christ-
mas trees on Dundarave 
Beach have raised over 
$105,000 in charitable do-
nations to the Lookout So-
ciety's North Shore Shelter.  
The Shelter has used this 
money to double the staff 
dedicated to providing tran-
sitional support, allowing 
people who once were 
homeless secure housing, 
stable work and healthy 
lives. 
 

Guess Who`s Coming to Lunch 
By Isobel Peters 

A Blue Christmas Service 
Friday December 21st,  3 pm 

 
Sometimes it’s tough 
to be merry at Christ‐
mas. 
On December 21st at 
3 pm there will be an 
intimate Christmas 
Service for those sad‐
dened by life’s chal‐
lenges. There will be 
thoughtful prayers, 
times for reflection 
and traditional 
Christmas music.  



Coming Up For Kids & Youth This Christmas by Simon LeSieur 
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Growing up, I was intro-
duced to the Christian story 
alongside the likes of Santa 
Claus and the Easter Bunny; 
it's the classic stories that 
form the underlying narra-
tive of most Canadian child-
hoods today. It's no wonder 
I grew up, like many others, 
with a rather confused un-
derstanding of who Jesus 
was, and is. When Santa 
went out the window, so did 
Jesus. It wasn't till my early 
20's that I was introduced, 
to my great surprise, to the 
historical Jesus - a man 
whose life, death, and resur-
rection was the crux of cen-
turies of patient prophecies. 
To a certain extent, it made 
me angry that for 20 years, I 
had failed to understand that 
Jesus wasn't just a story, but 
that he had truly walked this 
earth. 
As we work alongside the 
curious, engaged young 
people that fill the rooms of 
this church on Thursday 
nights for Youth Group and 
Sunday mornings for Sun-
day School, it is a challenge 
to disassociate Jesus from 
folklore, without needlessly 
destroying that joyful inno-
cent excitement towards that 
big jolly red guy! But why 
is it that the Christmas story 
has become so easy to cast 
into the pile of fairy tales? 
Is it familiarity? Is it the 
cast of greater-than-life be-
ings whose humanity has 
taken on an almost character
-like quality? What is fact, 
what calls us to faith, and 
what has our 21st century 
culture simply exaggerated? 
It is these questions and so 
many more that underlie 
and inform the work that we 
do during the Advent season 
to prepare the kids, and our-

selves, to hear this great 
news with fresh insight.  
Here are a few keys events 
to note in your calendars 
during the Advent season: 
Clay Event - December 
2nd, 10:00am 
The traditional Clay Event 
has been running for many 
decades here at WVUC, 
and marks the beginning of 
the advent season. During 
the service, children are 
invited to reflect on Jesus' 
birth and to craft out of clay 
their favourite character. 
Whether it is a one-armed 
Mary, a lopsided angel, or 
the inevitable dinosaur or 
Spider-man, each creation 
gathers in closing around 
the Christ-child for a retell-
ing of Jesus' birth. 
Christmas Store - Decem-
ber 2nd and 9th, 10:00am 
Christmas ornaments, 
cards, hostess gifts, baked 
goods - it is all coming 
back! Continuing the tradi-
tion of the last 2 years, the 
teens preparing for our 
2013 Youth Outreach in 
Mexico will be raising 
funds for our upcoming 
housebuild in March. Items 
will be for sale in the 
church hall after the ser-
vice. 

Christmas Pageant - De-
cember 16th, 10:00am 
After weeks of rehearsals, 
the children of the Sunday 
School bring the story to life 
during what is always an 
exciting Sunday service, full 
of those unexpected mo-
ments that happen when 
working with children. I be-
lieve it was last year that a 
young girl walked to the 
front simply to sit with Jesus 
throughout the unfolding 
story.  
Youth Christmas Party - 
December 20th, 6:00pm 
Every week, a group of teens 
meet in the church on Thurs-
day nights to share a meal, 
enjoy each other's company, 
and to learn what it means to 

follow Jesus. After exploring 
together who this Jesus is, 
December 20th will mark our 
last gathering until the new 
year, so if you are in grade 8 
and above, come on out for a 
special evening of festive 
cheer! 
Christmas for Kids - De-
cember 24th, 4:30pm 
The first of 3 Christmas ser-
vices offered for the commu-
nity, this rapidly exploding 
gathering is designed special-
ly for children. Parents can 
count on being in and out in 
30 minutes, with a chance 
afterwards to connect with 
new families or old friends. 
Don't forget that the later 
Christmas services are at 
7:30pm and 10:00pm! 

The Clay Event 

The Christmas Pageant 



Farewell...For Now! By Rev. Laura Lockhart 

again...getting ready for 
Christ's birth and the birth 
of our third child.  I am ex-
cited and am deeply blessed.  
For some of you, the many 
blessings in your life are 
obvious.  For others, that 
have experienced great trials 
in 2012, it is my sincere 
hope that this Advent sea-
son may you experience the 
hope, love, peace and joy of 
Christ's birth in your life. 
  
As you prepare for Christ-
mas day, I bid you the peace 
of Christ. 
  
Grace & Peace, 
Rev. Laura Lockhart 

tor, will be receiving all 
pastoral concerns.  She will 
then discern whether they 
are of an emergency nature 
or not.  For emergencies, 
Rev. Ross will attend.  For 
non-emergency pastoral 
care/visits, Simon LeSieur, 
our Children and Youth 
Minister, will attend.  The 
Church Board has now re-
tained Simon for an addi-
tional one day per week so 
happily he is now working 
full time at WVUC.  During 
my maternity leave he will 
be providing much needed 
support to the Caring Minis-
try Team. 
  
As I prepare for our newest 
arrival, I am feeling a kin-
ship with Mary, as she too 
was heavily pregnant during 

this time of year.  It's hard 
enough getting in and out of 
my car...I can't even imag-
ine riding on a donkey!  I 
love this time of year, with 
the anticipation of Christ's 
birth!  I know many of you 
are aware of how early Rev. 
Ross and I decorate for 
Christmas.  Part of it's be-
cause of the busyness of the 
seaon, and if we don't do it 
in November, it'll never get 
done.  The other part is that 
we just genuinely enjoy 
Advent and Christmas and 
love the festive decorations 
and music.  We even have 
our home telephone ring 
tone set to Jingle Bells!  
Needless to say, the kids 
love it!  I enter this Advent 
season in a unique position 
that I'll never experience 
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It has definitely been a 
whirlwind since returning 
to work in mid-August!  It 
started with a very big 
announcement - that Rev. 
Ross, Emily, Jack and I 
are expecting another 
member to our family!  
We are very excited and 
the congregation has been 
very supportive and excit-
ed as well as we figure out 
how my maternity leave 
will look.  I plan on work-
ing right up till the end of 
December (unless baby 
says otherwise!) and offi-
cially my leave begins 
January 1, 2013.  I will be 
returning to work mid-
August.  While I am at 
home looking after baby, 
Madelyne MacKenzie, our 
Caring Ministry Coordina-

In our autumn book study 
we explored “The Hy-
phanteds:  How Emer-
gence Christianity is Re-
Traditioning Mainline 
Practices” with essays 
from emerging church 
leaders in North America 
including my piece enti-
tled, “Peek a Boo Jesus: 
Looking for an Emergent 
Saviour in Post-
Christendom Canada.”  It 
was a challenging read 
that forced all of us to 
stretch our imagination to 
what church might look 
like in the years ahead.  In 
the course of that study 
questions were raised 
about how we as followers 
of Jesus relate to other 
religions no longer across 
the seas but now across 

our own backyard fences 
here on the North Shore.  
With that in mind I’ve se-
lected a new book by 
emerging church leader 
Brian McLaren on the 
theme of Christian identity 
in a multi-faith world.  I’m 
really excited for the discus-
sion that will emerge from 
this book study.  Please set 
aside Thursday nights dur-
ing Lent to spend time with 
me and fellow church mem-
bers as we engage this criti-
cal question that affects our 
worship and evangelism in 
this day and age. 

Lenten Book Study – Why Did Jesus, Moses, the Buddha 
and Mohammed Cross the Road? By Rev. Dr. Ross Lockhart 



Caring Ministry Update By Helen McDonald 

The Caring ministry spon-
sored a very successful Fall 
seminar on Friday, October 
26th at the church.  The 
speaker was well known 
expert Jesse Miller, and the 
subject was Cyber Safety.  
Dinner was provided for the 
many attendees, and many 
questions were asked of Mr. 
Miller concerning this im-
portant and timely subject. 
 

The monthly Fellowship 

The Christmas Story and 
Song: for most of us, the 
two are inseparable!  Some-
how the simple, truthful 
beauty of the Christmas 
narrative is deeply felt by us 
through our active participa-
tion in making music. We 
all know and love the car-
ols, and we all love the 
bonding, community-
enhancing activity of DO-
ING something together: 
singing!  Our church so 
wonderfully recognizes the 
power and spirituality of 
live, active music making: it 
simply is not enough for us 
to just listen to music, we 
love participating in it. 
Therefore we have over 
forty members in our 

Church’s Senior Choir, we 
have over eighty members 
in our Community Pacific 
Spirit Choir, and we have 
over seventy members in 
our Community Pacific 
Spirit Children’s Choir, and, 
we have YOU, the congre-
gation and our audience 
who in this season of family 
– Holy and local – have lots 
of opportunity to actively 
participate in the Christmas 
story through song. Come 
hear the three levels of chil-
dren’s voices that make up 
the Pacific Spirit Children’s 
Choir on Friday evening, 
December 7th, at 7:00 pm 
as they present a variety of 
folk-songs, popular songs, 
and Christmas classics, in-
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lunches continue to be very 
popular, with 90 to 100 per-
sons attending.  Those wish-
ing to attend should phone 
Madelyne at the church 
office (922-9171) to regis-
ter.  The cost of the lunches 
is $3.00 per person, and 
they are held on the last 
Wednesday of each month 
except December.  
 

The Caring Ministry will 
again sponsor the annual 

Honour a Life service at 
the church.  This will be 
held on Thursday, Decem-
ber 6th at 5:30 PM, with 
Gerry and the Children’s 
Choir providing the music.  
 

Christmas hampers will 
again be provided to those 
in need, and poinsettias 
will be delivered to shut-
ins and care homes the 
second week of December. 
  There will be a Christmas 

Party on Saturday, Decem-
ber 8th from 2 – 4PM in the 
gym, and details will be in 
the church bulletin.  
 

The Caring Ministry con-
tinues to sponsor the men’s 
coffee mornings, which are 
very popular, and the 
monthly church services to 
several care facilities in the 
area. 

cluding a sing-a-long por-
tion for the audience.  
Then, be the centre of mu-
sic making as the Adult 
Pacific Spirit Choir AND 
the Pacific Spirit Chil-
dren’s Choir lead our com-
munity in carol singing in 
our ever popular Christmas 
Carolong. Because this 
event is always sold out, 
we are presenting it on two 
separate occasions:  Satur-
day December 8th at 7:30 
pm, and Sunday December 
9th at 2:00 p.m.  Featuring 
a brass quintet, piano, or-
gan and over 100 fabulous 
voices, as well as a 10-
minute miracle voice les-
son, this event inspires 
laughter, tears, and a pro-

found musical experience – 
and we mean, Experience. 
Tickets for all these events 
are available from the 
Church Office, or any choir 
member. Of course, the 
Church Choir continues to 
provide popular and pro-
found music at each and 
every Worship Service in 
the Sundays of Advent, 
culminating in our Christ-
mas Eve Services . The 
Children’s Christmas Eve 
Service is at 4:30 pm, the 
Choir sings at the 7:30 pm 
service, and our wonderful 
soloists will sing at the 
10:00 pm service. Gloria in 
excelsis Deo! 

Music for Christmas By Gerald van Wyck 

Caring Ministry Christmas 
Tea 

Saturday December  8th, 2‐4 pm 
in the church hall 

A warm welcome is extended to all involved in 
the Caring Ministry, care givers, receivers, 
volunteers and all who attend the Luncheons 
and Teas, to join in a Christmas party of music, 
games, entertainment, and a delicious tea. 
Please call the Caring Ministry office at 604‐
922‐9171 if you will be attending or need a ride. 

Caring Ministry 
Poinsettias 

 
If you know of anyone who 
may be isolated or lonely 
this Christmas, please let the 
Caring Ministry know as we 
will be delivering poinsettias 
to shut‐ins in mid Decem‐
ber. 

Memorial Poinsettias 
As we move closer to the seasons of Advent 
and Christmas, the WVUC church family is 
offering the opportunity to donate a poinsettia 
to the church in memory of a loved one. These 
poinsettias will be used to beautify the church 
and worship space throughout the festive sea‐
son. A list of donors and those to be remem‐
bered will be printed in all the Christmas Eve 
and Christmas Day bulletins. Please sign up in 
the office—by donation. 



Calendar of Events 
Baptism 
Once a month on Sunday morning. Please contact the office a month or 
two in advance. 
 

Communion 
The 2nd Sunday of each month at 8.15am we will be having early com-
munion services. 
We will be celebrating Communion on the 1st Sunday of Advent on 
Dec 2 at the 10am service 
 
 

Christmas Service Dates and Times 
Sun  Dec 2  Annual Clay Event for children, during 10am worship  
Sun  Dec 16  Christmas Pageant, during worship 10:00 am 
Fri   Dec 21 Blue Christmas Service, 3 pm 
 

Christmas Eve: 
4:30 pm Christmas for Kids 
7:30 pm Carols and Candlelight with the full choir 
10:00 pm Carols and Candlelight with the soloists ensemble 
 

Christmas Day: 
10:00 am Carols and Communion Service 
 

Congregational Dates and Events 
Sat    Dec 1 Revs. Lockharts’ Open House, 2-4pm 
Sun  Dec 2 Clay Event 
Sun  Dec 2&9 Support the Youth Christmas Store  
Sun  Dec 2 Oppenheimer Sunday 
Sat    Dec 8 Caring Ministry Christmas Tea, 2 to 4 pm 
Mon  Dec 10 Oikoumeme Unit 
Sat   Dec 15 Youth Oppenheimer Park Project, 9:30 am 
Sun  Dec 16 Christmas Pageant 
Sun  Dec 16 New member Sunday 
Wed Dec 19 Men’s Coffee Group, 10 am 
Wed  Dec 19 Naomi Unit 
Thu  Dec 20 Youth Christmas party 
Fri  Dec 21 Blue Christmas Service, 3pm 
 
Upcoming Concerts 
Fri   Dec 7 Pacific Spirit Children’s Choir Christmas concert,  
    7pm $10 
Sat    Dec 8 Pacific Spirit Choir, Carolong, 7.30pm, $10-$25 
Sun   Dec 9  Pacific Spirit Choir, Carolong, 2pm, $10-$25 
Mon  Dec 17 Musica Intima Concert, 7.30pm www.musicaintima.ca 
 
Upcoming Faith and Film Sermon series: 
Rev. Ross will once again be preaching from a series of popular movies, 
and for those of you that want to catch up on a few over the holidays, 
here is the list of them. 
 
Sun Jan 6 The Hobbit 
Sun Jan 13 Brave 
Sun Jan 20 The Hunger Games 
Sun Jan 27 The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel 
 

 
West Vancouver United Church 

2062 Esquimalt Avenue 
West Vancouver, BC 

V7V 1S4 

Phone: 604-922-9171 
 

Email: office@wvuc.bc.ca 
 

If you would like to receive this newsletter by email or 
read it on-line, please contact the church office by 

phone at 604-922-9171 or 
e-mail: office@wvuc.bc.ca 

 
Office hours:  

Mon-Thurs 8.30-4pm, Fri 8.30-12 

 

Have you filled out one of the brightly coloured bulletin in-
serts to update your records? If not...PLEASE do. We are 
desperately trying to improve our communication channels, 
and need to update ALL our members, even if your details 
have not changed recently!  Thank you 

Like or Share our  
facebook page: 

West Vancouver United Church 
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We'd love to Communicate!  
 
In order to best be in touch and communicate with each other, whether you think we have your 
information or not, please complete and submit to the church office, or place in the offering plate 
during worship.  
  
Name:  
  
Postal Address:  
 
  
Email Address:  
  
Home Phone:  
 
Work Phone:  
 
Mobile Phone:  

□ I regularly use an iphone or android device.  

□ I have a Facebook account.  

□ I have a Twitter account.  

□ I use the church website to access information  

□ I would like to receive weekly Calvin's Correspondence by email  
  
I prefer receiving newsletters   on paper,   by email  (circle one)  
  
I would like information or to be included in these distribution lists.  Circle those which apply:  
  
 Children's Events      Adult Christian Education     Youth Group       
Fellowship Events     Social Consciousness      Flea Market     Prayer Chain     Senior Events     Mission Work     Music 
Events    Ushering    Hospitality Volunteer    Other: [please specify]  
  
You can contact us at anytime to update your information:  
communications@wvuc.bc.ca  


