
Easter Season 2013 

 

love.  It is into this communi-

ty of love and grace that we 

are invited through the elec-

tion of God.  We participate 

in the life of God, through the 

church, as a source of free-

dom and deep, deep blessing 

to the world around us.  As 

Christians gathered at West 

Vancouver United Church we 

are “signs of election” in this 

community…signs of new 

life and growth for the gospel 

popping up all around – like 

tulips and daffodils bursting 

forth in the season of Easter. 
 

Grace and peace, 

Rev. Dr. Ross A. Lockhart, 

Pastor  

Election Day:  God chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world… 

By Rev. Dr. Ross Lockhart 

It’s a sure sign of spring when 

tulips and daffodils burst out 

of the ground in the season of 

Easter.  This spring, apparent-

ly overnight, something else 

burst forth from the earth all 

around us – election signs!  

As soon as the writ was 

dropped in Victoria, provin-

cial election signs popped up 

instantly across the North 

Shore in anticipation of the 

big vote on May 14th.  Elec-

tion, as a process, brings great 

energy and excitement to a 

community and offers politi-

cal parties the opportunity to 

clarify their core values and 

vision.  It’s interesting that 

Election, as a process, is 

deeply rooted in our biblical 

tradition and Christian theolo-

gy.  For theologians like Karl 

Barth, John Calvin, Thomas 

Aquinas and St. Augustine, 

Election is a critical piece of 

understanding God’s grace 

and Christ’s ministry through 

the church.  Election, in the 

biblical tradition, speaks of 

God’s freedom to choose a 

covenant relationship with 

Israel and a new covenant in 

Jesus with all people.  God 

the Holy Trinity – Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit – is un-

derstood to exist as a commu-

nity of mutual, self-giving 
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On May 29th we will be hav-

ing our annual 90 and 90+ 

Birthday Celebration. There 

will be a special program 

planned for the celebrants and 

their guest and for all the reg-

ular participants who attend 

the May luncheon. 

The Caring Ministry would 

like your help in identifying 

people who will be 90 and 

90+ in 2013. We know many 

of these folks but want to be 

sure that everyone is invited 

to share in the celebration. 

Please call the church office 

at 604-922-9171 if you know 

someone born in or before 

1923 who would like to at-

tend. 

90 and 90+ 

Birthday Party 

2013 Capital Campaign 
From a faithful past to a hopeful future 

 
    The last few years at West Vancouver United Church have been an exciting time and there has 

been a significant focus on building an extraordinary Ministry and staff team to support worship 

and fellowship at our Church. 
    It has been some 20 years since we last had a major capital campaign at West Vancouver    

United Church when our pipe organ was installed and improvements made to our facility.  In the 

last two years the volunteers on your Board and Committees have turned their mind to the need to 

ensure that as we move forward, our physical infrastructure supports what we are doing. 

    Earlier this year your Board unanimously approved proceeding with a campaign to raise $1 

million to be used to repay the current outstanding West Vancouver United Church loans that 

were provided by members of the congregation, to allow us over the next few years to be in a po-

sition to conduct essential maintenance and also improvements to our Church facility, to build a 

celebration garden that will provide a tranquil space for people to come and reflect on loved ones 

who have passed away and for celebrations of life and small weddings, and finally to increase the 

size of the Permanent Trust Fund to provide income to support Church operations and establish a 

Capital Trust Fund. 

    At our AGM the congregation endorsed a capital campaign for 2013 with a goal of raising a $1 

million to enable us over the next few years to ensure that our infrastructure is maintained or im-

proved for the future of worship at West Vancouver United Church. An information meeting on 

the campaign will be held in the Church following worship on Sunday April 28, at 11:30AM. 

    Following the information meeting each individual member and family will receive a package 

in the mail providing more details of what we are trying to achieve and a request for each to give 

prayerful consideration as to how they may be able to support this important initiative. 

Don Smith Chair of the Board 
Graham McIsaac Chair of Finance & Adminitration 

Rev. Dr. Ross Lockhart 



Twas a Dark and Stormy Night... by David Gouthro 

Katie and Simon. The fact I 

was two or three times older 

than just about everyone 

else seemed inconsequen-

tial—every single one of the 

youth members was truly 

impressive—I wish every-

one in our congregation 

could have experienced 

their spirit, talent, confi-

dence, and caring the way I 

did.  I felt incredibly well 

taken care of by Simon, 

Dylon and Katie—each one 

oozed competence as lead-

ers.  
 

The most challenging part 

of our mission came on our 

last evening in Ensenada.  

Sitting in a circle, we were 

asked to choose one person 

to describe what we had 

seen and appreciated about 

him or her.  The challenge?  

Only having the opportunity 

to speak about one.  As I 

looked around the circle, 

there were so many things I 

wanted to say about each 

and everyone on our team—

and I know everyone else 

felt the same way.   
 

I feel truly privileged to 

have had the opportunity to 

work together with some 

amazing members of our 

congregation in the service 

of others.  It is one thing to 

talk about faith, God, Chris-

tianity and service—it is a 

mind blowing, transforma-

tive experience to deeply 

live it.  I would like to thank 

Simon, Dylon and Katie for 

their spiritual leadership—I 

learned a lot about myself 

on this trip.  I would like to 

thank the rest of the team 

for accepting me as an 

equal—in spirit, if not in 

physical prowess! I will be 

forever grateful . . . 
 

working with a brand new 

team, helping to create a 

fresh start for a family less 

fortunate than us. 
 

During the building process, 

neighbourhood children 

seemed to appear out of thin 

air--they were absolutely 

everywhere!  For our team, 

playing with these young 

‘uns was seen as important a 

part of serving as the shin-

gling and painting . . . 
 

I wish I’d videotaped the 

whole process for my cli-

ents to see.  For four days, I 

heard no whining or com-

plaining of any sort 

(perhaps my hearing is fad-

ing, but I don’t think so).  

“Yes, of course” was the 

answer to any request for 

help by every member of 

our team. Offers to assist in 

any way possible were nev-

er ending.  It’s amazing 

what happens when a di-

verse group of individuals 

chooses to work with a 

common purpose of serving 

someone other than them-

selves—if only corporate 

Canada could do the same. 
 

Our Ensenada family and 

some of their awesome 

neighbors pitched in with 

whatever resources they 

could muster: hammering, 

providing us with a lunch 

time luxury of Coca Cola, 

cooking tortillas for us over 

an open fire, and plenty of 

smiles and hugs. The love 

experienced by one and all 

far overcame any lack of 

fluency in each other’s lan-

guage.  
 

I worked side by side with 

some of the finest people 

you’d ever want to meet--

Ryan, Anna, Zoe, Mary, 

Nicole, Sam, Ryley, Ben, 

Wes, Lee, Chris, Dylon, 
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to do the same!  Here are 

a few reflections of my 

personal experience, rich 

beyond my wildest 

dreams. Nine men rang-

ing in age from 12 to 61 

and six women from 13 

to 60 worked together for 

four solid days, trans-

forming the air above a 

concrete pad into a beau-

tiful new two bedroom 

home for the sweetest, 

most deserving family 

you would ever want to 

meet. Moises and Veron-

ica are the 23 year old 

parents, and their boys 

are Jesus (7), André (4) 

and Aron (2). 
 

Ours was a building ex-

perience in so many 

ways.  True, we built a 

house. However, that 

type of building became 

secondary to the love that 

grew at first sight for our 

young family. It was sec-

ondary to building mutu-

al understanding, appre-

ciation and respect 

amongst our team mem-

bers. It was secondary to 

the realization of the dis-

parity between our cushy 

West Van lifestyle and 

the lifestyle of the vast 

majority of people 

around the world. 
 

From a construction per-

spective, it’s been rough-

ly 40 years since I’ve 

done any shingling.  I’d 

never dug a trench with a 

pickaxe or jackhammer 

before.  Never done 

spackling. Nor used a 

portable table saw.  Or 

helped wire a house. Or 

performed manual labour 

for four days in a row.  

These were new experi-

ences for me.  But they 

paled in comparison to 

“Twas a dark and stormy 

night . . .  
 

Okay, so perhaps our de-

parture to Ensenada, Mexi-

co was not dark.  Nor 

stormy. Nor even at night, 

for that matter!  Quite 

frankly, I don’t remember 

exactly what the weather 

was like when we gathered 

in the West Vancouver 

United Church parking lot 

on the morning of Satur-

day, March 16th.  All I re-

call is that I was about to 

head off on an adventure 

with a bunch of people I 

didn’t know very well—

okay, perhaps I was some-

what familiar with my 

daughter, Anna! 
 

Our journey to Mexico was 

totally uneventful. Driving 

across the border was a 

breeze, as were the flights 

from Bellingham to San 

Diego. One night in a love-

ly San Diego hotel helped 

the group bond through a 

wee bit of common guilt.  

Here we were on our way 

to help out a homeless fam-

ily who’d been living hand 

to mouth, often with a van 

as their only protection 

from the elements, while 

we were spending an even-

ing in the lap of luxury 

(albeit at an incredibly low 

room rate!). However, the 

spirit of willingness to “do 

whatever it takes” was al-

ready emerging amongst 

our team members.  Remi-

niscent of Harry Potter 

sleeping under the stair-

case, one of our crew chose 

to sleep under a desk so as 

not to disturb anyone else 

in a shared bed! 
 

Simon chronicled our daily 

activity with words and 

pictures, so I won’t attempt 



Mexico Mission Photos 
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Mexico—One More Story by Simon LeSieur 

You’ve read the Mexico blog, you’ve heard the stories during the Mexico service, and David does a great job at capturing just 

how transformative an outreach this can be for all involved - even for you here, our prayer warriors and supporters. So let me 

share with you one last noteworthy story from this year’s trip to Mexico. 
 

From the moment we arrived at the bare cement slab that was to become the floor to a new home, it was clear this housebuild 

was going to be a communal one. Kids were everywhere, true, but so were adults. Men and women from the neighbourhood 

contributed to our week by building alongside us (and selling us bracelets, too!). Our family’s immediate neighbour, Carmen, 

spent one afternoon making fresh tortilla after fresh tortilla for us.  
 

On the last day of our housebuild, Carmen walked up to our interpreter, Rachel, and asked if we had any food left over from 

our lunch that she could give to a local single mom whose children we had played with all week. Sadly, we did not, replied 

Rachel. However, thanks to the financial support of so many of you, we had enough money to purchase an extra food basket, 

and we had decided that morning to buy one for Carmen’s family. This news made Carmen’s day, maybe even her week - or 

month!  
 

When we arrived at her house in our white van to drop off the food, she ran up to us, flung every door of the vehicle open to 

give each of us a bracelet and a most enthusiastic hug! Rachel later explained what Carmen had been exuberantly saying: her 

joy was not primarily in receiving food, but in receiving a “double blessing”. Indeed, for Carmen, the true blessing of our gift 

was that it allowed her to make the decision to share her basket with this single mother, and to experience the joy of sacrificing 

for one who had less than her.  
 

We drove away from the site for the last time that afternoon, exhausted after a truly incredible last day, and amazed once again 

at the simplicity and profound generosity of those we had some to serve. 

 

See the worship video on YouTube:  Mexico2013 



Camp Kerry by Mary Grant 

   The “Caring Ministry” of our 

church gave a $1,000 donation 

to “The Camp Kerry Society” in 

March 2013.  Here is a brief 

background of the society. 

    In the year 2000, a young 

mother of two small children 

died. Her name was Kerry 

Kirstiuk. Her husband Bob re-

quested donations in Kerry’s 

memory to be given to Dr. 

Heather Mohan’s bereavement 

program at Lion’s Gate Hospi-

tal.     

With his enthusiastic approval 
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and support it was decided by 

Dr. Mohan and Bob to create 

an annual retreat for families 

who had lost loved ones. It 

was to be named “Camp Ker-

ry”. 

    In September 2007, the first 

“Camp Kerry” was launched 

as a pilot project on B.C.’s 

Sunshine Coast. Eleven fami-

lies attended. It was a huge 

success. The Lion’s Gate 

Foundation was instrumental 

in offering early support to this 

program, others have offered 

many hours of their time, 

skills and expertise as volun-

teers. (9,000 hours in 2012).  

This has enabled costs to be 

kept at 6% of the total budget. 

    In the year 2011, it became 

clear this was no longer a 

pilot project so “The Camp 

Kerry Society” was formed 

and official charitable status 

was obtained. The Society 

receives no government fund-

ing. 

    Last year, 2012, twenty-

five families attended. The 

camp was held at the 

“Zajac Children’s Ranch”. 

This site and camp were a 

huge success for everyone. 

    You can obtain more 

information about their 

vision, mission and history 

as well as some wonderful 

photos  

at www.campkerry.org.     

    The donation given by 

“The Caring Ministry” on 

your behalf was matched 

by an anonymous donor. 

Café de Québec by Helen McCrindle 

One hundred and forty family 

and friends of West Vancouver 

United Church were recently 

treated to a French Canadian 

dinner and evening of great 

entertainment.  From the deco-

rated wall mural with fleur de 

lis and Bonhomme, blue and 

white floral arrangements and 

table centerpieces, everyone 

enjoyed the ambience of the 

evening.  What could be more 

French Canadian than tasty 

pea soup, traditional tourtière 

and crème caramel on the 

menu?  After dinner, entertain-

ment of live foot-tapping fid-

dle music was enjoyed by all 

and was enhanced by the 

young Irish dancers on the 

stage. 

Coming this Spring:  Youth Scholarships! 
    The Youth & Family Committee and I have been working in 

conjunction with some of the staff at Rockridge Secondary 

School on an exciting project. Since I have been here at the 

church, I have interacted with some incredible teens, many of 

whom have been recognized by the District of West Vancouver 

for their commitment to their community. There is something 

powerful in recognition, so I am thrilled to announce we will be 

offering scholarships and awards throughout the community.  

They will honour young people who set themselves apart as 

young innovators who use their capacity for creativity to make 

this world a better place. 

    Dylon, Katie and I had the privilege to work with a young 

woman recently. In between work and school, she combined her  

 

passion for dance with her love of people to offer dance classes 

for young women with developmental disabilities - for no other 

reason than she thought they would enjoy it! We also know a teen 

who was so touched by his experience in Mexico that he insisted 

we do it again, thus transforming the lives of two other families 

and countless participants since then. 

    That is the kind of creativity and passion I am excited to recog-

nize and encourage. The most exciting part of living in this world 

is that we are not invited to simply be spectators in God’s unfold-

ing story, but to be participants - to look for ways in which we 

can use our gifts and passions to make this world a better place.  

Please join the Youth & Family Committee and me in prayer as 

we continue to discern how to best be a blessing and encourage-

ment to the community of teens we serve.                      - Simon  



Calendar of Events 
 

Baptism 
Once a month on Sunday morning. Please contact the office a month or 

two in advance. 
 

Communion 
The 2nd Sunday of each month at 8.15am we will be having early 

communion services.  We will be celebrating Communion Sunday May 

19th during the 10am worship service. 
 

Congregational Dates and Events 
Thurs Apr 25   Caring for the Caregivers Community 

    Forum, 7:30 pm 

Sun Apr 28   Capital Campaign Information 11:30 am 
—————————————————— 

May 3-5   Young Adult’s Retreat 

Sat May 4   Spring Elegant Flea Market, 8:30 am 

    to 3 pm 

Sat May 11   West Van United Spring Gala, 6 pm 

    Pinnacle Hotel at the Pier, North Vancouver 

Mon May 13   Oikoumene Unit Meeting, 7:30 pm 

Wed May 15   Naomi Unit Meeting, 10 am 

Wed May 15   Men’s Group 10 am 

Sat May 18   Youth Oppenheimer Park Project 9:30 am 

Thurs May 23, 30, June 6 Q3—An Introduction to Christianity, 

    With Rev Ross, 7 to 9 pm 

Sun May 26   Confirmation at the 10 am service 

Wed May 29   Friendship Luncheon and 

    90 and 90+ Birthday Party, 12 noon 
—————————————————— 

Sun June 9   New Member/Discipleship Sunday at 
    the 10 am service 
Mon June 10   Oikoumene Unit Meeting, 7:30 pm 

Sat June 15   Youth Oppenheimer Park Project 9:30 am 

Wed June 19   Naomi Unit Meeting, 10 am 

Wed June 19   Men’s Group 10 am 

Sat June 22   Caring Ministry Strawberry Tea, 2 pm 
—————————————————— 

July 8 to July 12   Summer Kids Camp 2013, for children 

    Ages 4 to 10 

 

Upcoming Concerts 
Friday May 10, at 7 pm Pacific Spirit Children’s Choir concert 

    “Music From the Musicals!” 
 

Sun May 12, at 3 pm A Mother’s Day Opportunity! 

    Pacific Spirit Choir Presents: 

    “A Day in the Life” 

    Musical Theatre with Janel Snider 
 

Sat June 1, at 7:30 pm Pacific Baroque Orchestra Presents: 

    Organ Extravaganza, featuring Alexander 

Weimann. 

    Organ concerti by Handel and CPE Bach 
 

Sat June 8 at 2:30 pm West Vancouver Youth Band Strings 

    Concert 

 

West Vancouver United Church 

2062 Esquimalt Avenue 

West Vancouver, BC 

V7V 1S4 

Phone: 604-922-9171 

 

Email: office@wvuc.bc.ca 

 

If you would like to receive this newsletter by email or 

read it on-line, please contact the church office by 

phone at 604-922-9171 or 

e-mail: office@wvuc.bc.ca 

 

Office hours:  
Mon-Thurs 8.30-4pm, Fri 8.30-12 

 

Like or Share our  

facebook page: 

West Vancouver United Church 
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