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the services of a “Professional Home Inspector” to
walk through and give us a sense of what we may or
may not want to do with the place.  As I prepare to
tackle the next challenge that God has called me to,
I want to leave you with a “Home Inspector’s re-
port” on God’s House at 2062 Esquimalt Avenue,
that you may use or simply put on the shelf.  (Don’t
worry – the physical plant is in excellent shape due
to the faithful service of the Finance & Administra-
tion and House Committees!!)

Here are three exciting opportunities I feel the gos-
pel is inviting WVUC to engage in as you look to the
years ahead:

1) Wealth.  We are all wealthy.  In fact, we’ve all
won the jackpot (even if you don’t gamble!).  We’re
Canadians.  We live in the best country in the world
and whether we consider ourselves rich or poor we
are materially better off than most of God’s children.
That’s true if you live in Prince Edward Island or
Prince Albert, Saskatchewan or Prince George, Brit-
ish Columbia.  That being said, God has located our
congregation today in one of the wealthiest communi-
ties in Canada.  What was once a simple seaside
collection of cottages has now become a destination
community for people from around the world.  As I
write this article a quick search online reveals that
within a ten minute drive of the church there are 16
homes for sale over $10,000,000 and one alone that
is selling for $23 million.  Wow.  So what to do?  I
believe God has a key role for WVUC to speak the
gospel into this culture.  As Christians we do not
believe that money is immoral but amoral.  The Bible
says it’s the love of money that is the root of evil, not
money itself.  What might it look like for a Christian
community here to lean into Jesus’ teaching that we
must lose our life in order to find it and to heed
Christ’s warning that it is possible to gain the whole
world but lose one’s soul?  What a witness when we
sing “Amazing Grace that saved a wretch like me,”
while Frank Sinatra’s “I did it my way” swirls all
around.  This gives WVUC an AMAZING oppor-
tunity to share the good news that God accepts us
just the way we are and has no intention of leaving
us the way he found us.  For those who “have it all
and still feel empty” we have gospel medicine.  It
gives WVUC a chance to clearly articulate an answer
to the two burning questions, “What does Jesus save
us from?” and “What does Jesus save us for?”
WVUC is uniquely positioned in the community to
speak powerfully on stewardship and to help unlock
the potential of generous saints all around.

2) Who is My Neighbour? This classic question
from Luke 10 is the preamble that (cont. Pg. 8)

“Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good,  His love
endures forever.” Psalm 118:29 By Rev. Dr. Ross Lockhart

Thank you.  That seems an appropriate place to
start.  “Give thanks to the Lord,” the psalmist
urges and so I do.  I also give thanks to you for
five action-packed years of ministry at West Van-
couver United Church.  I’ve learned a lot about
God and the gospel in this place.  I have met some
of the loveliest people in this congregation and
broader community.  I’ve been humbled by the
depth and commitment to the gospel that so
many of you live and share daily.  When I look
back on the last five years it is dizzying to recall
the joy of weekly preaching, baptisms, commun-
ion, weddings, funerals, bible study, book studies,
pastoral visiting in home, hospital and coffee shop,
regular dinner parties at Rockview Place, Vacation
Bible School, Family camps, small group ministries,
writing regularly for The United Church Observer
and participating in book projects, mission trips
and leading pilgrimages to Ireland, Israel, Jordan,
Turkey & Greece.  Wow.  Thank you.  When I
reflect on how hard I’ve work with the usual 70
hour weeks, I also owe the biggest thank you to
my family:  Laura, Emily, Jack and Sadie, who ena-
bled me to carry out my ministry and forgave me
generously when I missed important family mo-
ments for the sake of the congregation.

And now, in this Eastertide, we come to an end.
But, as Dietrich Bonhoeffer said so well, “It is an
end but also a new beginning.”  I am excited about
taking up my post as the newest faculty member
at St. Andrew’s Hall (in partnership with the Van-
couver School of Theology) and the opportunity
for Laura to devote herself fulltime to life as the
“Commanding Officer” of our domestic front.

We are mindful that this is not only an end and
new beginning for us but for you as a church fami-
ly as well.  When your Search Committee first
contacted us in 2008 it was clear that there was
great anxiety about the future direction of
WVUC.  The congregation was described to us as
“in decline – smaller and older than in its glory
days.”  What to do?  We were asked to reverse
that trend.  We know, of course, that God is
Sovereign and we are merely participants in a
much larger gospel mission.  More important than
what we can do is discerning what God is doing in
the community and coming alongside that gospel
work.  Over the last five years we’ve worked hard
at engaging people in conversations about what it
means to follow Jesus in a day and age when there
is no longer a social obligation to attend church.

Recently, we purchased a new home and, like
many of you have done in the past, we engaged
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Easter Greetings! From Rev. Laura Lockhart
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It is hard to imagine that this will be my last Stay in
Touch article.  As Ross’ and my time winds down at
WVUC, it has been a mixture of fond memories and
sad goodbyes.  West Van United has definitely taught
me many lessons about ministry in such a unique com-
munity and I look forward to taking those lessons with
me as I proceed forward.  I have always felt called to
serve God through my family and my Ordered Minis-
try.  After ten years of juggling the two, I look forward
in the foreseeable to focusing on my family.  I often
marvel at the amazing twists and turns God has placed
in front of me on my journey, and I know that there
are many more exciting times ahead.  Thank you to
those of you that welcomed and supported our minis-
try over the past five years.  We have been richly
blessed by your faithfulness to the Gospel.  I pray that
your search for a new minister will not take too long
and that whoever you call will help you to do the min-
istry you’ve discerned for the future.

Rev. Laura Lockhart,
Minister of Pastoral Care

Over the past couple years working in the Downtown East Side,
and being part of the United Church, I've heard reverent murmurs
here and there of this woman, Judy Graves, who was an advocate
for homeless people in Vancouver for 30 years and has great ties
with First United Church. She's a legend in the neighbourhood in
which I work, but since she retired last year, it seemed unlikely I
would be lucky enough to cross paths with her.

As it turned out, this past week I had the chance to have breakfast
with Judy Graves and a couple other people doing inspiring work in
the East Side and Abbotsford. I learned that throughout Judy's years
working for the city,
she understood that
while her faith hugely
impacted her work,
she had to keep quiet
about it. Upon retiring
she was able to be
bold about her identi-
ty as a Christian. Her
faith continues to
emanate through her
generous smile, kind
heart, sharp mind, and
truthful words. Just being with her reminded me that I have a life-
time to work at being the woman God calls me to be.

After enjoying breakfast (and conversation well beyond my depth of
experience!), we had the chance to tour First United with Rev. Sally.
While First United has gone through great changes and struggles in
the past, this place has been given a new vision and direction. First
United is once again a safe, welcoming space where people feel
loved through the valuable services being offered. God is clearly at
work once more in this other expression of church. It's truly worth
celebrating!

A Morning with Judy Graves...
By Katie Nofziger

Writing With Grace by Judy McFarlane

When Madelyne Mackenzie asked me if I would help Grace Chen get
started writing, I hesitated. Writing was difficult and complicated. How
could I explain that to Grace? Impossible, I thought.

But since then, Grace and I have not only talked about ideas I never
thought we'd discuss - story structure, point of view, the right tense -
we've been able to go to the same place in our imaginations as we
worked together.
Writing with Grace tells the story of the journey Grace and I have taken

together and how, by glimps-
ing the world through Grace's
eyes, I've been transformed as
a human being.

During coffee time
after worship on May
25, you will have a
chance to meet with
Grace and Judy for
the launch of this spe-
cial book.

Goodluck,
Sunny!

After a year of Puppy
Raising "Sunny", (the
white retriever often
seen around our
church), the Bodding-
ton family will be say-
ing goodbye to her
this week as she
moves into her next

stage of training to become either a seeing-eye dog, or
an autism support dog for a child in need.

BC Guide Dogs and Autism Support
http://www.bcguidedog.com/

http://autismsupportdogs.org/



As we dig deeper, please continue praying for the young people in our
midst, especially those doing the confirmation program: Alex Angus,
Jordan Angus, Alexia Clerx, Will Honcharuk, Jordan Maller, Ryan McKen-
zie (yes, that's 2 Jordans, and an Alex and Alexia!).
I should add that one of the teens, Will, was previously confirmed, but
was so excited to keep learning that he asked to join us anyway! While
the church isn't in the business of "reconfirming" people, we are excited
to see young people wanting to learn!
Please join us on Sunday, June 8 at 10:00am as we celebrate the
commitment that these young people are making to a life of pursuing
Christ! For more details on the confirmation program, visit:
www.westvanyouth.com/confirmation.

By Simon LeSieur
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With Confirmation well underway, we are excited to be journeying
with another fresh group of young people curious about what it means
to follow Jesus. I always love the "why are you here" question on our
first day. The answer is usually somewhere along the lines of "my mom
tricked me - I thought this was going to be a video game convention."
Ok, maybe not that extreme, but it is nonetheless thrilling to see the
teens become involved in our community after our 5 week introduc-
tion to Christianity. Together, we cover everything from "who do we
follow?", to "how do we follow?", and "how do we follow?" (the italics
are the important distinction!). We end with two afternoons that cov-
er the central points of our faith, namely the brokenness in our world,
and how we are called to love those around us as we navigate a frac-
tured creation.

God Sightings ...some of the Holy events which have been reported among us in the last months

God is active and present in the
ordinary every day activity of
schedules and in the rhythms of
our lives. Not always in some big
visions, big pictures, big struc-
tures.
—————————————————————————-

Sometimes I’m selfish. I saw a man
I vaguely knew at the grocery
store and knew I should say hi.
But it was awkward, so I didn't. I
crossed his path again. Same thing.
I even prayed "if I’m meant to say
hi, I’ll see him in a different aisle."

And sure enough, there he was. Ugh. And again, I
avoided, paid for my groceries and left. Well, sure
enough, on my way to the bank, I saw him AGAIN,
sitting on a bench, alone. So I gathered my courage
and said hello. The look on his face, the look of
being remembered, made this whole inner turmoil
worthwhile.
———————————————————————————————————————————————

A friend of mine was riding transit when her friend
(lets call him friend #2) gave her a flower he had
bought previously. Just because. During the ride,
my friend noticed a young woman sitting on the
SkyTrain floor, looking rather beat up about some-
thing. As my friend got off at her stop, she quickly
put the rose on this young woman's bag and
walked out quickly. Friend #2, still on transit,
texted my friend to say "Wow. The young woman
is now clutching her rose, sobbing." She replied "I
felt like I had to talk to her, but I was too chicken,
so I gave her the flower." Friend #2 replied "...I
didn't even notice her."
———————————————————————————————————————————————

I noticed a dishevelled looking man sneaking choco-
late covered malt candies from the bulk section at

the grocery store. My first thought was "This man is
stealing! Should I tell on him?" But then I started
thinking of this man's story - so much that I didn't
know. What led him to being so hungry that he'd
nervously steal chocolates for dinner? He saw me
staring at him and off he went. I was nervous, but as I
exited the store, I saw him hiding inconspicuously
behind an upside-down newspaper. "Here, I bought
these for you," I said, handing him a bag full of choco-
lates. That's as much as I could step out of my com-
fort zone.
—————————————————————————————————————————————————

My husband and I had car issues this month. In the
end, because of the generous people in this congrega-
tion, we found ourselves having access to not one but
FOUR vehicles if needed! To all of you, thank you -
you made our morning commute puzzle doable!
—————————————————————————————————————————————————-

An evangelist in our midst has been writing and send-
ing prayers to a list of people in the congregation who
want to be praying for the work of the Search Com-
mittee.  If you want to be on the list, contact the
church office!

Let us hear about your God Sightings for next time!



MEXICO 2015 should hear the (music/preaching/kid’s time/etc) at my church” - a lot of that is
horizontal growth. This means greater visibility in the community, and often, leads
to greater numbers within its walls. Vertical growth is what happens when those
people within the walls grow in their understanding of God, and of everything
that that entails: Spiritual disciplines, love, Scripture, outreach, etc.

So. Like I said, this Mexico trip is emblematic of the vertical growth happening in
our midst - a growing desire to experience God in new ways, that perhaps there
is indeed more to following Christ than what people are experiencing in their
every day lives. As our teens have returned year after year, transformed by their
time in Mexico, many adults have started asking “hey! what about us? We want
whatever they have!”

As you continue growing in your own faith, if you find yourself curious about
whether Mexico is a good “next step” for you, I encourage you to be proactive!
Have a chat with me, call me up, email me, or have a look
at www.wvuc.bc.ca or www.westvanyouth.com for all the details. In the mean-
time, your prayers are greatly appreciated!
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ALL ABOUT VERTICAL GROWTH
By Simon LeSieur

“If we show them a really horrible time,
they won’t ever want to do a combined
trip again,” joked one of the teens about
the potential of his parents joining him on
next year’s Mexico trip. It’s true, we’re
going back to Mexico in March 2015 to
build a fourth house for a family in need,
only this time, we’re doing this one to-
gether - as one big family.

“Why?! Do we have to let them come?”
bemoan a few of the teens after 3 youth-
only trips since 2011. The answer to this
“why?” points to the faithful ways in which
our church has continued to grow verti-
cally.

What do I mean by vertically? Often in
church growth conversations, we differen-
tiate between horizontal growth and verti-
cal growth. Horizontal growth comes
when a church is faithful in its “Great
Commission” mandate. Horizontal growth
happens when a community of believers is
actively sharing the good news to the
community outside of its church walls,
extending warm hospitality to newcomers,
etc. When people tell their friend “You



You are Invited to Fellowship Luncheons! hosted by the Adult Ministry Committee
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On the last Wednesday of each month the Congregation and
Community, both men and women, are invited to a lunch from
noon to 1:30. Ths is the opportunity to meet old friends and
make new ones, over delicious soup, sandwiches, dessert, tea and
coffee for a nominal fee of $3.00.

Teams of dedicated volunteers phone participants with reminder
notices; arrange transportation for those who need it; and pro-
vide fresh bouquets for the tables. The Ladies of the Kitchen serve

with a smile and
best of all, do
the dishes.
A stimulating
program which
emphasizes
learning and fun
follows. In Janu-
ary for Robbie
Burns Day the
haggis was piped
in to the swirl of
kilts and pipes.

February saw Rev. Dr. Ross Lockhart give the third talk in his series about
the founding denominations of the United Church of Canada.  In March
Gerry Van Wyck
spoke about Bach in
preparation for the
performance of St.
John Passion on Good
Friday. On April 23
we heard a talk on
”Habitat for Humanity
- building in Vietnam”
by Linda & Bob Gunn.
In May is the  annu-
al 90th Birthday
party. Instead of the
Strawberry Tea, usual-
ly  held in June, there
will be a Strawberry Lunch, on June 25 with a special program yet to
be announced.

All are welcome!
For more information contact Madelyne at 604-922-9171.

Thank You to our Office Volunteers!!
On Wednesday, April 9, Susan Senkler was hostess for a tea to honor three of our
retiring office volunteers, Elinor McLean, Betty Therriault, and Helen
Fisk. Each of these women have faithfully given over 20 years of service in countless
ways.
Our current office volunteers would love for you to join them!  If you have word
processing skills, your help is especially needed.  You can choose your hours, as Susan
is the most accommodating Administrator in the world!

Thank you to those currently giving faithful service:  Isobel Peters, Gwen
Carpenter, Jennie Westcott, June Hann, Liz Birnie, Raina Atherton,
Donnie Kerr, Lorraine Clokie, Marjorie Johnson, Trudy Jackisch,
Grace Chen (occasional).
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In Appreciation of Dick Smith’s Service
Written by Dylon Nofziger on behalf of the Church Congregation and Staff

I haven’t met anyone who hasn’t had this experience: “Hello! Welcome! How
are you doing?” Those words stretching out alongside a generous handshake and
backed by a genuine smile. If warranted, the greeting is accompanied by a helping
hand to find a seat or move a walker through a doorway.

It’s been amazing watching Dick Smith welcome and facilitate the community of people who call West Van-
couver United Church ‘home’. This gift was not just extended to the people who share Sundays together
on a weekly basis; I’ve witnessed countless times where Dick has greeted someone at the door--by name--
who hasn’t been around for years.

Think of times when you’ve hosted a gathering at your home: maybe a Christmas dinner or perhaps, a wed-
ding rehearsal party, or a reception following a memorial. How much planning, preparation, cleaning and
organizing went into ensuring a smooth event? And now imagine doing that twice in one weekend. But
then add to that a concert and a Sunday Service. And if that weren’t enough, imagine working all that
around other groups who need to use the kitchen to make their coffee, or another room to conduct their
yoga class. This is the type of thing that Dick has managed to oversee for quite some time.

Anyone who has observed Dick's interactions could point to his unique gifts in attending to and caring for
others. To be sure, as Christians, we all have a pastoral charge to care for and attend to others. Just skim
through the gospels and you’ll hear how deeply Jesus cared, especially for those who most people didn’t
have time for. “Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for
me” (Matthew 25:40). The echoes of such a charge inspires us as Christians to offer ourselves to others.

But to care is more than just a concept. It needs traction: hands and feet. And so, in attending to oth-
ers, the uniqueness of Dick’s gifts shine through. If you have been involved with any of the various activi-
ties around the church you have likely needed to seek assistance from Dick in setting up something, un-
locking a door, locating tablecloths, or any other logistical task. Sometimes Dick is hard to find around the
church in these instances because chances are, Dick is already busy helping someone move a table, or
search for that missing earring that was an irreplaceable gift, or any other countless activity that had be-
come the priority in that moment. You see, for him there is no line between care and action, between
welcoming and serving.

As a church community we come together to share our lives, gathering in fellowship and in worship, in
prayer and encouragement. We attempt to follow the Risen Christ; the head of the Church. We cele-
brate in joy, and mourn in times of loss. Looking back over the years of dedicated service that Dick has
provided for our congregation, we can join our voices together in one big “thank you!"

Thank you for the countless hours and attention to details that fly under the radar. Thank you for setting
up for us and picking up after us. Thank you for setting an example of hospitality and care. And thank you
for your smile, your generous handshake, and those kind words: “Hello! Welcome! How are you?”



Ministry Profile and Search Committee Update
from Bill Carpenter, Chair
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What a privilege it is to work with the committee assembled for the very important task of finding ministerial leadership to fill the
vacancies left by the upcoming departure of Ross and Laura.  Besides me, our committee includes John Baxter, Dale Clark, Judy
Grafton, Gerry Humphries, Simon LeSieur and Fiona Watts.

Let's review the goals of the Ministry Profile and Search committee as we started our work:

1. Act Fast: Hire a Lead Minister by the end of this summer

2. Consultation: Ensure we have broad congregational input into the process

3. Build a Team: Ideally, hire the Lead Minister first.  The Lead Minister then would join our committee to hire the Minister of
Pastoral Care, enabling us to find strong but complementary skills between the two

4. Flexibility: Provide maximum flexibility to our church in the hiring of the Minister of Pastoral Care

What have we done to achieve those goals:

1. Acting Fast:  The new, streamlined BC Conference search process really helped us with this goal.  Using the process in con-
sultation with the Conference, we prepared the ministerial profile and search reports quickly and efficiently.  This allowed us to
meet as a Congregation on Palm Sunday to recommend that the Conference approve our vacancies, which they did on Maundy
Thursday.  That is fast!

2. Consultation: Getting a broad perspective of the congregation started with the makeup of our committee.  Our committee is
a good cross-section of our congregation – by age, by including newer and longer-term members, by gender and by the variety of
skills they bring to the table.  All are deeply committed to the success of our church and this process. The second thing we did
was ask all of you for your feedback.  The ministry profile documents represent virtually all of that feedback, including formal and
informal face to face session, the many written and emailed comments you have sent us as well as consultation with the Board and
with Conference.  Thank you for all of that.

3. Building a team: Our focus, and the input we have received from you, reinforces our direction to hire the Lead Minister first .
4. Flexibility: We've achieved maximum flexibility in the hiring of a Minister of Pastoral Care in two ways.  First, by declaring the
vacancy now, we can be opportunistic if an exceptional candidate is identified earlier than expected.  Second, by declaring Ministry
of Pastoral Care as a full-time vacancy. There is certainly a need for a full time position and that is consistent with our desires
when we last did a search. In the end, there may be budgetary or other reasons such that
we may not want or be able to hire a full time person.  Regardless, we don't make the
final decision in a vacuum, but in consultation with M&P, Finance and Admin, the Board
and ultimately you when we request approval of the call.

So with the vacancies declared, the search phase of our work begins.  The vacancies are
posted on the Conference website and will be on the national United Church website in
early May.  We will have an ad in the Observer in June.  Please check our website
(www.wvuc.bc.ca/search) for further information, links to our email address and the ap-
proved Ministry Profile and Search reports.

While ads and website postings are sufficient when hiring for an entry level position, this
is much more like an executive search process.  We will be calling church leaders across
the country to get their recommendations on who we should be calling about our oppor-
tunity.  We are confident that through prayer and discernment, those who are best
equipped to join us in the next chapter of our story as God’s people, will become known
to us.  Through it all, we know that God is out ahead of us preparing those who will be-
come our new ministers, just as God is preparing us for new leadership.

On behalf of the committee, I would like to thank you for all of your support, your input
and prayers through this process. Your input continues to be welcomed, including
through our committee email address (mps_committee@wvuc.bc.ca).



Ross’s Article continued from pg.1….
turned their backs on organized religion.
How might God be calling WVUC to
meet, know and love our neighbours in
the years to come?

3. Change. American writer Phyllis
Tickle describes in her recent book The
Great Emergence that the Christian
church seems to have a giant rummage
sale or flea market every 500 years shat-
tering the power of established religion
as follows:

Great Reformation (1517 AD)
Great Schism (1054 AD)
Monasticism, with Gregory the Great

(590 AD)
Time of Christ
Babylonian Captivity (500 BC)
Monarchy (1000 BC)
Exodus (1500 BC)
Abraham (2000 BC)

It’s a delightful (if not slightly simplistic)
assessment of the Judeo-Christian tradi-
tion but it certainly names that we are in
a time of dramatic change.  We are in a
post-Christendom Canada where plural-
istic worldviews and multi-faith visions
compete with an increasingly dominant
secular world-view.  All the old “givens”
for the mainline Protestant church are
gone.  H. Richard Niebuhr reminded us
long ago that Christians always have a
choice when it comes to culture.  We
can be “Christ against Culture” and rail
against how it was better in the good old
days.  We can be “Christ of Culture” and
abandon the claims of the gospel in order
to “fit in” with the secular world (don’t
mention sin too much and see Christiani-
ty as a minor improvement on an already
perfect life) or we can choose “Christ
above Culture” and pretend like anything
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triggers Jesus’ famous Parable of the Good
Samaritan.  I think it’s a good question for
every Christian community to ask:  Who is
my neighbour?  Who lives in this communi-
ty today?  Who is moving here?  Where
are they moving from?  How has that
changed over the years?  Do we know our
new neighbours?  Do the pews reflect the
change that is going on in the neighbour-
hood?  If you’ve recently downsized in the
community, whom did you sell your house
to?  Is it still there or has it been torn
down?  When you stroll through the West
Van Community Centre who do you see?
What languages do you hear spoken?  As
you sip your coffee in Ambleside who is
walking down the sidewalk?  How might
we connect with our new neighbours?
Over the years I’ve heard a few grumbles
that I’m “too evangelical” (which ironically I
take as a compliment) but I think most
people can appreciate that the “evangel” is
simply the bearer of “good news.”  What
good news do we have to share with the
community and these new neighbours?  Is
the way we are sharing it effective?  Entre-
preneurial?  West Van resident Douglas
Copeland argues that Gen Xers (now in
their 40s) were the first generation raised
without religion.  What about our future
neighbours who are even younger – Gen Y
and Millenials?  How will we communicate
the gospel to them?  Will we have the
courage to make room for the soundtrack
and culture of the next generation or will
they have to accept the gospel through our
own cultural lens?  Even the seniors that
live in West Van in the next decade will
require an evangelistic strategy as the first
Baby Boomer turns 70 (yes, 70!) in 2016
and sociologists of religion in Canada like
Reginald Bibby are clear that Boomers have

outside the stained glass windows of the church is
irrelevant and if we just keep doing things the same
way everything will be okay.  Niebuhr rejects these all
and suggests instead that the risen Christ transforms
culture in His image.  If that’s true then change is not
to be feared.  It is important not to see change only
in terms of loss but as opportunity for God to do
something new.  WVUC can live the Christian faith
boldly, trusting in God’s grace, and model a way of
living together that embraces change as a sign of
God’s creative energy at work in the world.

Wealth.  Neighbours.  Change.  Three amazing op-
portunities for WVUC to be a leader in the commu-
nity that God has placed the church family in – with a
purpose and a passion for the years ahead.  Like any
“Home Inspector’s Report” one is free to follow or
discard the suggestions.  My prayer is that the Holy
Spirit will be present and powerful here in the years
to come as you discover these opportunities, and
others yet to be revealed with your next clergy team,
as you celebrate life and love In Christ at God’s
House at 2062 Esquimalt Avenue.

It’s a pleasure for me to end where I began.  Thank
you. Thank you for 5 years that I will never forget.
Thank you for your kindness and love.  Give thanks
to the Lord, for he is good, his love endures forev-
er…

Rev. Dr. Ross A. Lockhart, Pastor

In The Footsteps of St. Paul…
Rev. Ross is hosting a pilgrimage for a group from our congregation to Tur-
key and Greece from May 16—30.  Watch our  Facebook page for updates

on the pilgrimage as they
become available.  We
will look forward to the
photos and reports after
their safe return.  In the
weeks leading up to their
trip, and during their
time away, we ask for
your prayers for God’s
guiding grace for each
and every participant.



Calendar of Events
Baptism
Once a month on Sunday morning. Please contact the office a month or
two in advance.

Communion
We will be celebrating Communion on Sunday June 8th during the 10
am service.

Congregational Dates and Events
Every Thurs -Youth Group for youth in grades 8-12,

from 6 to 8 pm. Dinner provided. Last evening before
the summer is June 12th.

May 2-4 -University Retreat. More details at westvanyouth.com/
retreat2014.

Sat May 3 -Elegant Flea Market, 8:30 am—3 pm

Thurs May 8 -WVUC Adult Ministry Community Forum “Planning
for Life’s End”. Sign up with Madelyne MacKenzie
email: mmackenzie@wvuc.bc.ca or 604-922-9171.

Sat May 10 -Feast, Pray, Love, 5 pm

Mon May 12 -Oikoumene Unit Meeting, 7:30 pm

Sat May 17 -Oppenheimer Park Youth Project, 9:30 am

Wed May 21 -Men’s Group, 10 am

Wed May 21 -Naomi Unit meeting, 10 am

Wed May 28 -90 and 90+ Birthday Luncheon,12 noon

Sun June 1 -Bronwen’s Garden Dedication, following the 10 am
Service

Sun June 8 Youth Confirmation during worship 10am

Mon June 9 -Oikoumene Unit Meeting, 7:30 pm

Sat June 14 -Feast, Pray, Love, 5 pm

Wed June 18 -Men’s Group, 10 am

Wed June 18 -Naomi Unit Meeting, 10 am

Sat June 21 -Oppenheimer Park Youth Project, 9:30 am

Wed June 25 -Strawberry Luncheon, 12 noon

July 7-11 -Summer Kids Camp for ages 4-10. Sign up at
wvuc.bc.ca

West Vancouver United Church
2062 Esquimalt Avenue
West Vancouver, BC

V7V 1S4

Phone: 604-922-9171
Email: office@wvuc.bc.ca

If you would like to receive this newsletter by email or
read it on-line, please contact the church office by phone

at 604-922-9171 or
e-mail: office@wvuc.bc.ca

Office hours:
Mon-Thurs 8.30-4pm, Fri 8.30-12
Summer Hours (starting July 1):

Mon - Thurs 9:00 - noon

Like or Share our
facebook page:
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Church Website:

www.wvuc.bc.ca
Updated weekly
Hear Sermons

See current and past “Stay In Touch”

Our Videos

Events, Concerts, Fellowship Opportunities

Children and Family Life

Youth Group

Adult Ministries

“Gerry’s Music Blog”

YOUTH GROUP WEBSITEYOUTH GROUP WEBSITEYOUTH GROUP WEBSITE
www.westvanyouth.com

This is a GREAT tool for you to share with your
friends and neighbours to let other teens

know about what we do!

Maybe you know a teen who is unsure about
coming, or has questions about what youth group

is like.  Share the website!  Pass it around!

Upcoming Concert

Vancouver Welsh Men’s Choir
“Songs from Stage and Screen”.

Hosted by West Vancouver United Church.
Friday May 23, 7:30 pm.

This is a fundraiser for WVUC and the Men’s Choir.
Tickets available from the church office at 604-922-9171.

Adults $25, Seniors $22, Students $10.


