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Its Blue Shoe Season!
…… The Story Behind the Shoes by Simon LeSieur
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Special Christmas
Services

Sun Nov 30, 10:00 am
Clay Event for Children

Sun Dec 14, 10:00 am
Christmas Pageant

Thursday December 18 - 3:00 pm
Blue Christmas Service,

A service for those who
find this season difficult.

Wednesday December 24 –
Christmas Eve Services
4:30 - Christmas for Kids

(30 minute service
7:30 - Carols and Candlelight

Service
10:00 - Carols and Candlelight

Service
Thursday December 25 –

Christmas Day Service
10 am - Carols and Communion

I’ve always been big on symbolism; there’s something about meaning that adds a
whole other layer to life. My favourite artists, whether in art, music, or film, are ones who create
pieces dense in richness, and rich in density - this concept that you can return to a piece over
and over, and find something new in it every time. I’ve always been big on that.

In what is a profoundly crafted book, Thomas Moore writes about the importance of
attending to these kinds of details in order to create meaning and beauty, and that it is within
such a garden of symbolism that our souls come to life.

So. The shoes. When I started at West Vancouver United Church in 2010, two big
things were going on in my life. One was the reoccurrence of fire as an image. My days, whether
through conversations, prayer, Scripture, dreams, seemed saturated in red and orange shades
of Pentecostal allusions.

The second thing happening at that time was a growing curiosity towards the Jesuit
practice of simplicity. In a world swirling with more, more, more of all of the wrong kind of “stuff”,
I found myself deeply drawn to the concept of living with less - or rather, finding new ways to
anchor my well-being outside of my usual frame of reference. What does entertainment look like
without a TV? Where does my identity come from if I limit my expression of it through what I
wear? How does my expression of gratitude change when faced with the reality of growing (or
trying to!) our own food?

I synthesized the intersection of these two movements in my life through a pair of red
converse shoes. For my entire first year here at West Van United, I sported the same pair of red
converse. 365 days. Red, as a symbol of the Holy Spirit and my hope of having a ministry
marked by and open to its influence. And one pair as a commitment to living simply (by the end,
their tattered frame meant instantly soaked feet in rainy Vancouver!).

Since then, the “collection” of shoes has grown as a result of a my deepening engage-
ment with culture and faith. I had never been too big on tradition, instead favouring new ways of
doing and being church. But during my time here, I’ve come to grow deeply in my appreciation of
routine, of comfort, of stability. In an unstable world, it’s a beautiful thing to be able to gather and
be refreshed by God’s permanence. I quickly came to appreciate the changing seasons of the
church year as marked by the stoles of the choir and ministers.

The shoes then became my own nod to these liturgical movements. Green for Ordinary
Time. Blue for Advent. White for Christmas. Back to green for Ordinary Time. Purple for Lent.
White for Easter and Eastertide. My old tattered red shoes come out for that one Sunday of Pen-
tecost, and back we go to ordinary time.

Unfortunately for me, green is my least favourite colour, and I’m stuck wearing a green
pair of shoes for 33 weeks of the year, but even in that, there’s a letting go and a learning.
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Short led to the same result. We
couldn’t ask for two better advocates
for our church and our search. When
people of their national profile call a
prospective candidate and tell them
they should really consider this oppor-
tunity, it is safe to say its gets their at-
tention and consideration. We are
starting to see the fruits of those ef-
forts with increased interest and appli-
cations.

So, the search journey has been re-
warding. Even more remarkable,
though, are the changes in our church
during this transition period. The staff-
ing strategy put in place by the M&P
Committee has been fantastic, as has
been the continued, wonderful support
of all of our staff. We are in good
hands. I know that when I hear things
like family camp being the “best ever,”
when I see the growing number of
youth in the youth group and when I
see full pews as we listen to a number
of gifted voices and viewpoints bringing
us the message each Sunday. Members
are stepping up in all sorts of ways and
we continue to thrive. This transition
will make us stronger in the long run
and make it easier for our new lead
minister to step in.

Have you heard that one ... "enjoy the
journey”? It most often comes up when
something unexpected happens on a care-
fully planned and precisely scheduled trip
or vacation. More often than not, the
unexpected leads us to remarkable expe-
riences and to meet the most interesting
people. Perhaps it is God's way of re-
minding us that He has plans for us and
that putting the unexpected in our path is
the only way to get our attention.

The Search Committee is on one of
those journeys. This very motivated and
high energy team started with a checklist
and a gung-ho attitude. Move fast, com-
plete our checklist, "strength to
strength" ... all geared to getting a new
lead minister to help us continue the mo-
mentum we see in our church.

As you've heard, we've completed lit-
erally hundreds of phone calls and even
more emails. And, remarkable things
took place with all those contacts. Virtu-
ally all of the ministers and other church
leaders we reached were gracious, helpful
and encouraging. Their feedback had so
many similarities, including: what a won-
derful church life we have enjoyed, what a
gifted congregation we have, don’t rush
the process, reminders to find the right
person, and that a transition period is a
good thing. They pointed us in the direc-
tion of gifted ministers. Some of those
have applied. We were also reminded
that the person that will be our next lead
minister is likely successful and happy
where they are now and it may take
some time to get their attention and see
wisdom in coming here. Before we nar-
row down to the right person, our com-
mittee is diligently working to get the
serious attention of more of those on our
list. A key element of doing that is by
expressing our flexibility on a start date,
which will likely stretch to next summer.

In figuring out how to communicate
with these gifted pastors, another re-
markable thing happened. In a conversa-
tion with Rev. Dr. Brian Thorpe on his
first day preaching here, he said he would
like to help us. At the same time, conver-
sations with the Very Rev. Dr. Peter

Enjoying the Journey
....a report from the Search Committee, by Bill Carpenter

Greetings from Rev. Lynne
It has been a pleasure to be a

part of your church community over
these past weeks and to get to know
you. I have thoroughly enjoyed
working with Madelyne and Simon
and your wonderful staff.

As we approach the season of
Advent and look forward to the
themes of Hope, Peace, Joy, and
Love in our services and in our lives,

I wish each one of
you a sense of the
challenge and
comfort of the
presence of God.

Blessings, Lynne

So, enjoying the journey? I think we
are thriving as we experience the re-
markable, meet the most interesting peo-
ple and learn things about ourselves that
perhaps we did not know. It all gives me
great confidence that we will find that
right person to be our new lead minister
and we will start anew on another fantas-
tic journey.
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Fellowship Christmas Lunch - Saturday December 13th

at 1 pm.  Everyone is welcome.  We will have a soup and sandwich
lunch with a Christmas twist. There will be music and merriment,
fellowship along with a surprise visitor. Please call the office at 604-
922-9171 if you would like to attend. $3.  Rides are available.

Christmas Poinsettias - Volunteers will be
delivering flowers to isolated seniors on December
8th and 9th. We will be delivering 60 poinsettias and
if you know of someone who would benefit or if
you would like to help with delivery, please call Adult Ministries,
604-922-9171.

Fellowship Luncheons – regularly take place on the last
Wednesday of every month (except December).  A big thank you
to all of the volunteers who are committed to making this a won-
derful success. There is always a well-balanced lunch followed by an
interesting speaker for your enjoyment. January’s theme will be a
Robbie Burn’s lunch, complete with haggis, a piper and entertain-
ment. Everyone is welcome to attend.

Blue Christmas Service - A service for those
who find this season difficult. Thursday December 18th at
3 pm. The Blue Christmas worship will be a time to come together
to share prayers, scripture reading and music which acknowledge
how God’s presence comes to shine light into our darkness. Please
invite anyone who has experienced loss in their lives.

Memorial Poinsettias - As we move into Advent and
Christmas, the West Vancouver United Church
family is offering the opportunity to donate a
poinsettia to the church in memory of a loved
one, or to give thanks. These poinsettias will be
used to beautify the church and worship space
throughout the festive season. A list of donors
and those to be remembered will be printed in

all of the Christmas Eve and Christmas Day bulletins.  Please sign up
in the office – by donation.

Organ Donation Information
The Canadian Donor Registry founded in
2009 is dedicated to further the goal of
transplant medicine across Canada. Over
1600 Canadians need transplants yearly .
One donor can save 75 people, yet only
24% of Canadians are aware of the process.
The BC Transplant Association has infor-
mation that outlines the whole process and
provides forms for registration for B.C. resi-
dents. To find out more contact Madelyne
or go on the website: www.transplant.bc.ca.

Hearing and Vision
Assistance Available

If you are having trouble hearing the
service please try out one of our
hearing devices. The ushers will be
happy to explain the very simple in-
structions. They really work well.
For those who have sight problems,
we also have available large print bul-
letins on Sunday mornings that con-
tain all of the hymns and responsive
readings. An usher will be glad to give
you one of these bulletins.

Christmas Day
Reception

After the 10am worship on Christ-
mas Day there will be a coffee/tea
reception in the Lounge. The fire-

place will be on, Christmas goodies
and fellowship will be present, along
with coffee and tea. Please join us.

All are welcome!!
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Jesus teaches about feeding the hungry, giving
something to drink to the thirsty, and clothing the
naked. When I read that passage, I am reminded
that when we go to Oppenheimer and serve those
people and show them that we care, we are doing
the same to the Lord.

Will Honcharuk - Grade 10
Homelessness doesn't just affect a certain group of people. It
can affect everybody, the young and old alike. These people we
see week after week never expected to end up where they are
now, feeling cold and alone at a time of year where the rest of us
are celebrating around a warm fire with family. When the Oppen-
heimer Project heads down to the park, we make sure that the
people we are helping feel appreciated and loved. We aren't
just handing food out to people. We are serving these people,
and helping them to take some control of their own lives. As
Christians living in a place as fortunate as West Vancouver, it is
our job to give back to others, raising them up, engaging them in
fellowship, and putting confidence back into their lives and hope
in their future.

Tara Golbaghi -
Grade 8
One of the things I
learned from Op-
penheimer is how
nice the people
were to us, and
how most of them
were nice to each
other - like a fami-
ly. I was surprised when we finished and we were going home.

On the way, I looked out the window and it
looked like there was a line between 2 com-
pletely different worlds. Before that line, all
the buildings were all damaged and
wrecked, and there were no good cars. And
then, when we passed that line, everyone
was wearing good clothes, driving in good
cars, and all the buildings were new and
clean. It made me feel terrible, and remind-
ed me how everyone deserves to have food
and a warm place to call home. We are all
the same. We are all children of God. And
we all have to help each other out. This
experience changed my life.

Every month a group of
teens head out with Julie
Walsh to the Downtown
Eastside to serve residents
in the neighbourhood. Here
are a few thoughts and pic-
tures from some of the
teens who went down this
past week.

Zoe Leonard - Grade 11
I have been participating in Oppen-
heimer for 4 years now, and during
these past 4 years serving the resi-
dents, I am able to see God's work best. It is during these
times I am able to see what God means to love thy neighbour,
as everyone has such a large amount of respect for one an-
other which contributes to the true understanding of
community.

Mariam Toma - Grade 8
Going down to Oppenheimer reminds me of what Jesus
taught as it is written in Matthew chapter 25 verses 35-40.
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Once again the Fellowship Committee put
on a wonderful evening of fun and fellow-
ship with their ‘Zorba’s Feast’ dinner on
Saturday, October 4th. The hall was beau-
tifully decorated with travel posters of
Greece, cleverly made Grecian columns
and colourful table decorations.
The hall was full of tables of 8 and this was
a sold-out event for all ages. Some people
had dressed in appropriate Greek and
other colourful costumes. There were
appetizers of tzatziki and hummus with
pita triangles and olives, and grape
punch to drink.

A toast was proposed at each table by
the oldest member present. The order
of going to the buffet was determined
by popping a balloon under a chair

which contained a number
indicating the order. Meg
Penner gave a grace be-
fore the dinner in Greek.
The menu was spectacular
with a huge variety of
Greek dishes. Greek salad, chicken souvlaki,  spanakopita,  moussaka,
roasted potatoes, and rizi pilafi. The dessert was baklava, plus apple pie
and ice cream.  All these dishes were made from scratch in the church
kitchen by the fellowship committee and friends.

After dinner we had some entertainment by the Cretan Association of
B.C. whose members came from all over the Lower Mainland to show us
their Greek dancing. After the demonstration dancing many people of all
ages joined in a 'Zorba Dance' like a conga line dancing round the edge of
the room.

This amazing feast was pro-
vided for the very reasona-
ble price of $15 for adults,
and $5 for children, thanks
to all the free labour pro-
vided by the Fellowship
Committee. Many thanks to
the Fellowship Committee
and friends for providing us
with another very enjoyable
evening of good fun and a
chance to get to know our
fellow church members.

-Marny Peirson.
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I find myself asking the question, what makes up a church? Is it the four walls, the magnificent choir and the Ministers up front
delivering Sunday service?   These are all attributes that make up a church and ones we often focus on every Sunday.  So, when a
Minister leaves the church, there is a natural reaction of concern and anxiousness. Who will deliver the Sunday services? Who
will be there to provide spiritual leadership? These are questions and concerns that many of us had when Ross and Laura left
this past June.

We have done all the right things in response. We have recruited a team of seven talented and committed congregation mem-
bers for our Search Committee. In order to attract a top calibre spiritual leader, it is going to take time as most are engaged
and happy in their current congregations and need to carefully evaluate any change or departure. Many candidates have family
considerations to take into account.  The Search Committee has also engaged Rev. Dr. Brian Thorpe and Rev. Dr. Peter Short
to provide guidance and support. Both minsters are highly regarded within the United Church of Canada.   Working directly
with our Search Committee, these two gentleman are helping to broaden the search, tapping into their clergy networks and
identifying who we should be targeting as potential candidates. The Committee is optimistic that this will result in a lead candi-
date that we will be bringing forward to the congregation in mid 2015.

So is West Vancouver United all right?   The answer is "Yes"!   This is shown by a strength and conviction that has been brought
out during this transition time.  West Vancouver United continues to move forward in a number of positive ways such as:

 Simon has been able to take on a much broader role in our church, providing spiritual leadership to the entire congregation.
 Rev. Lynne Clarke has joined our staff and has become a valued member of this church providing pastoral care, leading bible

study and preaching;
 Rev. Dal McCrindle continues his unwavering support for life events;
 We have welcomed excellent guest Ministers such as Rev. Dr. Brian Thorpe and Rev. Sally McShane;
 Our dedicated Staff  continue to lead excellent Christian outreach and programming supported by committed volunteers.
 Gerry and our choir continue to inspire us every Sunday with beautiful music.

So, when I see what is happening at our church it is really amazing.  Simon has created a summary of the Stewardship occurring
at West Vancouver United entitled “2014 Stewardship by the numbers”.  It reflects great attendance, fellowship, and outreach.
The numbers say it all.  Check it out.

So, in closing, there are key messages that the Board would like to convey:

1. The Board values the Congregation’s interest and feedback.  Please continue to reach out to us.
2. We have a Search Committee who are dedicated and committed to finding this Church the best possible Lead Minister.

They are investing hours of their time to ensure this happens. Continue to have faith and patience.
3. In the past months, it has become clear that a church is made up of its people and our belief in God.  This is truly our

strength and it is what keeps us moving forward, continuing to grow and thrive.

Exploring our Faith Sessions
and New Member Sunday!

Rev. Lynne will be leading the sessions focusing on
the Christian faith and how we live into our faith in
the United Church. All are welcome! The sessions
will be held on:
January 11th and 18th, after the 10am service

for one hour in the lounge.

The following Sunday, January 25, we will welcome
our new members during worship.

For more information, contact Susan in the office
604.922.9171.

Community Bible Study
Community Bible Study is an oppor-
tunity to experience fellowship in a
supportive, caring, positive group focused on helping each other
to grow spiritually through in-depth Bible study no matter how
much or how little you know about the Bible. We meet in West
Vancouver United Church on Wednesday 12:30-2:30 pm.
Our twelve week course beginning in January is on the topic of
Christian Living using John 1, 2, 3 and Jude.
Course dates: Jan. 7-Feb. 4 and Mar. 4- Apr. 8
Please contact Lynda Mackay: 778-279-6857or lyndamackay@mac.com
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WVUC Photo Directory Additions and Corrections
Edits to be published January 2015

All of our Church Family are encouraged to be included in this special directory, but we need your written permission in order to distribute
your names and the contact information of your choice.  We will be handing out pages with edits and additions twice a year to stay current
and include new people.

If you need to make corrections to your information, please give the correct information below.
If you do not want your photo in, but still want your name and/or contact information of your choice printed, please complete the infor-

mation below and leave with the church office, or at the Welcome Table.
If you have a photo you would like to use please submit that photo by email to office@wvuc.bc.ca. [Horizontal orientation for the

photo is best]. You can also bring a photograph to the church office for us to scan if necessary. Complete and return the contact
information below as well.

Information you want to be printed:
Name(s):
Children at home name(s):
Address:
Home Phone:
Mobile Phone:
Mobile Phone:
Email:
Email:
I agree to allow WVUC to print the above information in the WVUC Photo Directory:

Signed_____________________________________________

Even though we will be distributing this directory
and new additions only within our church family,

privacy is our biggest concern.  We need you to grant
permission in order to be included.

Subscribe to
“This Week at WVUC”

The staff at WVUC writes an
inspirational and informative email every week.

It is sent out every Friday, to those who subscribe.
If you are receiving those emails,
you will continue to receive them
unless you inform us otherwise.

If you are not receiving them and would like to, please let us
know and we will add your email
address to the distribution list.
communications@wvuc.bc.ca



Calendar of Events
Baptism
Once a month on Sunday morning. Please contact the office a
month or two in advance.

Communion
Sunday November 30th, 10 am service

Congregational Dates and Events
December

Mon Dec 8 UCW Oikoumene Unit Meeting, 7:30 pm

Tues Dec 9 Last Bible Study class of the year, 1-2 pm in the
lounge

Sat Dec 13 Adult Ministry – Fellowship Christmas Lunch
eon, 1 pm

Wed Dec 17 UCW Naomi Unit Meeting, 10 am

Wed Dec 17 Men’s Group, 10 am
Thurs Dec 18 Youth & Young Adult Homecoming Dinner

This is the last youth group until January

January

Tues Jan 6 Bible Study resumes 1-2 pm. All are welcome!

Wed Jan 7 Community Bible Study begins a 12 week session
Studying: John 1, 2, 3 and Jude

Thurs Jan 8 Youth Group resumes, every Thursday at 6 pm

Sun Jan 11 & 18 Exploring our Faith, with Rev. Lynne
Clarke.

After the 10 am service for one hour in the
lounge.

Mon Jan 12 UCW Oikoumene Unit Meeting, 7:30 pm

Sat Jan 17 Youth Oppenheimer Park Project, 9:30 am

Wed Jan 21 UCW Naomi Unit Meeting, 10 am

Wed Jan 21 Men’s Group, 10 am
Sun Jan 25 New Members Sunday, 10 am service

Wed Jan 28 Adult Ministry Fellowship Luncheon, 12 noon

February

Mon Feb 6 UCW Oikoumene Unit Meeting 7:30 pm

Wed Feb 18 Ash Wednesday. Worship 12noon in the chapel.

Wed Feb 18 UCW Naomi Unit Meeting, 10 am

Wed Feb 18 Men’s Group, 10 am
Sat Feb 21 Youth Oppenheimer Park Project, 9:30 am

Wed Feb 25 Adult Ministry Fellowship Luncheon, 12 noon

West Vancouver United Church
2062 Esquimalt Avenue
West Vancouver, BC

V7V 1S4

Phone: 604-922-9171

Email: office@wvuc.bc.ca

If you would like to receive this newsletter by email or
read it on-line, please contact the church office by phone

at 604-922-9171 or
e-mail: office@wvuc.bc.ca

Office hours:
Mon-Thurs 8.30-4pm, Fri 8.30-12 noon

The office will be closed December 24—January 4.

Like or Share our
facebook page:

West Vancouver United Church
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USE THE WEBSITE
www.wvuc.bc.ca

Youth Group Website

www.westvanyouth.com

A reminder -
that the Festival of
Lights is at the
Dundarave Pier (by
the Beach House
Restaurant) from
Dec 1st through
Christmas.  West
Vancouver United
Church has spon-
sored a tree so take
a moment to enjoy

the season and see if you can find our tree.


