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I'm sure you know this but it has been a delight-
ful discovery for me. The staff and office volun-
teer group here at West Vancouver United
Church is a great team to work with. I think of
them as "the beautiful people." They have wel-
comed me and helped me to understand the
workings of a complex community. I suspect my
many questions have tried their patience but they
have never responded with anything but grace.
They make it a pleasure to walk into the church
office every day.

All of this is a blessing not to be taken for grant-
ed. Churches today are feeling the effects of the
seismic shifts in the demographic and religious

profile of the country. These factors are
bigger and more powerful than the best
efforts of any congregation. This means
that congregations are experiencing un-
precedented pressures. You can imagine
that it takes a special group of faithful and
creative people to support our congrega-
tion in living its gospel in these times.

It is so good to be welcomed by the beauti-
ful people. Sue and I are grateful for the
hospitality we have received from every-
one at WVUC. We will be returning next
month for another six week term and we
are looking forward to it.

Spiritual Disciplines For Your Every Day Life
...Simon LeSieur

Early on in my Christian journey, a Scripture passage was brought to my attention that has since
served as a bit of a compass in my life - this verse that I return to over and over. In
John 5:19, after the religious elite question Jesus’ authority, he tells them that he only
does what “he sees the Father doing”. The passage points to Jesus’ intimate under-
standing of God’s work in the world around him. But beyond that, to me, the question
was always, how do I cultivate that? How do I grow to be more like Christ? What
about you? Are there practices in your life that you return to time and time again to
grow closer to God, that usher you into the immensity of God?

As we approach the season of Lent, we’re excited to explore exactly that with you:
every day tools to help you develop and grow in your understanding of God. For cen-
turies now, these kinds of tools in the Christian Church have been known as the Spir-
itual Disciplines.

And so it is that, over the 6 weeks of Lent, Brian Thorpe, Peter Short and I will be
exploring with you some of these practices, offering you tangible ways in which, to-
gether, we can open ourselves up to God’s work in our lives and engage in this im-
portant work of spiritual formation.

“Every time I think of you, I thank my God.”
Paul said it to the church at Philippi and I say it to you.

Thank you so much for a wonderful five months of challenge and grace.  I have spent time in
discernment and realized that because of my limitations of travel and time, I have done what I
can do to help you in this time.  I will miss you.

At the Caring Ministry service in October, I told you that you are truly blessed with the
staff you have.  Working with them for the four months since then has not changed my mind.
In fact, I am in awe of the gifts and the dedication they offer to you.  Please don’t take them for
granted.  Support them and love them as you journey this in-between time and beyond.  I would
also like to say thank you to the wonderful people in the Bible Study group.  It has been a joy to
work with you and I have found your support invaluable.

You are a congregation of people with amazing gifts and a sincere desire to respond to
the Spirit. Know that God is with you always. With love, Lynne
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“A LA CARTE” WITH NATALIE CHOQUETTE

The Pacific Spirit Choirs
directed by Gerald van Wyck

present “A La Carte”
featuring the amazing Canadian operatic diva,

NATALIE CHOQUETTE,
Enjoy scrumptious morsels from operas and musicals, presented with great taste and humour.  This
amazing soprano was last here in 2011 and delighted the audience with her unique blend of superb
singing and always entertaining comedy.  Something on the menu for everyone!

Montreal born, Natalie Choquette is a coloratura soprano unlike any other. For the past 20 years, this
multilingual Canadian has merged opera and theatre in uniquely humorous ways, drawing wide audi-
ences to the world of classical arias through her creation on stage of gleefully extravagant divas. In-
deed, the singer brings a whole new meaning to the word "diva", using laughter to aid in the explora-
tion of the music itself, while losing none of the power, emotion and brilliance of opera in the process.
She performs around the world, developing new shows, some of which have been designed especially
for children, and has recently published her first children’s book.

Among the props featured in her last WVUC concert were bistro tables and chairs, wine and spaghetti!
To allow her imagination and antics free rein, we will be installing the full stage in the sanctuary.
We look forward to welcoming you and your friends to an unsurpassed evening of entertainment.

Tickets $30/$25 are available from the church office, during coffee after service, choir members and
on line at www.pacificspiritchoir.com

COME AND BE A PART OF THE
CHURCH ELEGANT FLEA MARKET

Volunteering is a great way to meet other church
members, socialize and have an enjoyable time. We
would welcome volunteers on a Tuesday morning for
the sorting of donated items or if you prefer, to assist
in one of the departments.

Please contact Sheila Baxter at 778-279-5007 or June
Hann at

604-922-
3504.

UCW UPDATE
The executive of the UCW (United Church Women) con-
tinues to meet every other month throughout the year,
with representatives of the two women’s groups (Naomi
and Oikoumene) also attending.   At the January meeting
the church librarian, Donna Simon, gave an interesting
report on the latest news of the library.  Donna, with the
assistance of Christopher Frigon and Laura Ellen, are
computerizing the library catalogue.  All labels for the
new books will now be printed from the computerized
catalogue.  Donna hopes to see more of the congregation
taking out books, as circulation is down, and there are
some excellent books in the library.  The B.C. Conference
of the UCW (AGM) will be held at Bethany United
Church on April 28-30th.  Please contact Elaine Barkey
(926-9041) if you are interested in attending.  The May
flea market will be held on Saturday, May 4th, and sorting
is being done in the church basement every Tuesday
morning by members of the congregation.    The AGM of
the UCW will be held from 2 - 4PM on Tuesday, April 7th

in the church hall, and will be a tea.



Dick Smith’s Retirement Celebration
On Sunday, January 25th, the Church Hall was filled to capacity to
celebrate to Dick Smith’s retirement as Church Custodian after 22 years
of service.  Dick and June were honored by the many ministries of the
church for their outstanding support given to their ministries.  Dick was
our church host to the many people who had attended the various
functions at WVUC.  His dedication to his job and the many details of
our church operation made him a true “custodian” of our church.

We all wish
Dick and June
the very best

in Dick’s
retirement.
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June and Dick seated in their new beach chairs.
Family members standing behind: L to R:

Eva, Cathy, Robert, William, son Doug, son David.

Master of Ceremonies, Andy Gibbins

Bible Study Groups
You are welcome to attend!

A group of adults gather most Wednesday afternoons at the
church and use an international study course to learn more
about the Bible from the expertise of scholars and faithful
Christians.  We will be starting an evening class after Easter!

If you’re interested in joining either group,
contact Lynda Mackay: 778.279.6857

This 12-week study of Philemon, 1, 2, and 3 John, and Jude
contains plenty of practical guidance for living the Christ-
centered life. The letters were written to encourage
Christians to live lives of truth and love in the midst of cultures
that did not necessarily embrace either.
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Mexico 2015
Please join us on Sunday, March 1 as we send off a
delegation from our congregation, who, on our be-
half, will be building 2 homes for families in need.
Thank you for your support, and please continue
praying for the team! You can follow their progress
starting March 7 at http://www.westvanyouth.com/
blog/ .

Our team consists of Sheila Baxter, Nicole Beissner,
Alexia Clerx, Gerald Clerx, Shelley Clerx, Sterling
Clerx, Debbie Collingwood, Keith Dumont, Alf Filbert, Janet Finlayson, Anna Gouthro, Mary Heale, Terry
Honcharuk, Will Honcharuk, Leanne Johnston, Al Leonard, Jan Leonard, Paige Leonard, Zoe Leonard, Me-
ghan LeSieur, Simon LeSieur, Heather MacKenzie, Kyra Mckenzie, Ryan Mckenzie, Toni Mckenzie, Ally
Murray, Dylon Nofziger, Katie Nofziger, Lee Nofziger, Esther Schlegel and Amanda Wang.
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In January, Rev. Lynne Clarke led a two week class for people interested in what membership in the United Church of
Canada and specifically at West Vancouver United is all about.  There were questions about the structure of the United
Church in the membership class.  Perhaps it will be helpful for others, too.
Sometimes in a congregation there can be a mistrust of Presbytery or other courts of the church.
In our structure there is NO THEM AND US.  There is only US.

CONGREGATIONS AND PREACHING PLACES
There are over 2 million members and adherents in about 3000 congregations or preaching places across the country.
PASTORAL CHARGE
A pastoral charge consists of one or more congregations served by a minister.  Pastoral charges of two or more congre-
gations are often in rural areas.
PRESBYTERY
Presbytery is a  group of pastoral charges in an area.  This administrative group is made up of the  minister(s) and lay
representatives chosen by each pastoral charge.  They meet to oversee the congregations in their area.  There are 86
presbyteries across Canada.
CONFERENCE
Conference is an administrative group of presbyteries in a region.   For us and some others that region is a province.  All
Native Circle Conference covers all of Canada rather than a region. Conference is made up of lay representatives chosen

by presbytery and all the ministers in that region.  Conferences also have full time staff that work with pres-
byteries and pastoral charges.  There are 13 conferences.
GENERAL COUNCIL
Ministers and lay commissioners are elected by conferences and meet every three years to set church
policy and elect the moderator.  There are full time staff people organized into 7 different working units.
There are also committees and task groups composed of people from churches across the country.
For those who are interested there is more information available.

-Information taken from The United Church Website,
the Manual, and This United Church of Ours by Ralph Milton

David MacLachlan                Gerald, Alexia, Shelley, Sterling Clerx                 Trudi Jackisch          Terry, Heather (MacKenzie)          Ginny Gregory
Will, Madelyne Honcharuk



Fields of Blood,
Religion and the History of Violence

written by Karen Armstrong

times indefining role. She
points to many major conflicts
between states with similar
religions. Indeed often Islamic
and Christian forces have col-
laborated on both sides of the
same conflict.
The book is detailed, vast in
scope and demonstrates the
Author’s usual high level of
scholarship. It is a very sober-
ing account of the question and
clearly makes the sweeping
statements noted in the intro-
duction (and quoted above)
seem shallow and facile. Things
are not always as they are
presented to us.

The book is an excellent re-
source for anyone interested
in the general topic or particu-
larly in the current situation in
the Middle East and Afghani-
stan and indeed the recent acts
of terrorism in western na-
tions.
Fields of Blood is now available
in the Church library. Our
Librarian Donna Simon will be
pleased to assist.

Reviewed by Norm Alban

times, to late medieval times.
The book covers develop-
ments in this period in major
civilizations including, India,
China, the Jewish history, the
Christian experience, Byzanti-
um, the Muslim period, down
to the conquests of the armies
of Islam and the Crusades.
The real gem of the book for a
modern reader is in Part 3.
“Modernity”. For Armstrong
the modern era starts in the
late 15th and 16th centuries,
with: the age of exploration;
the reformation; the rise of
powerful mercantile states in
Europe; the concept of Reli-
gion as a more personal matter
independent of the state; and
particularly, the Moslem con-
quest of the Byzantine empire
which removed the traditional
geographic buffer between
Islam and Europe.

Of particular interest to to-
day’s reader, Armstrong traces
in detail the history of the
Middle East from its modern
inception with the fall of the
Ottoman Empire and the arbi-
trary restructuring of the area
by the triumphant allies in
1919. The period is covered in
great detail and as objectively

as possible. The reader is left
to assess the role of religion in
these developments.
The author reminds the reader
of incidents that we would
perhaps rather forget, such as
the CIA’s engineering of the
1953 overthrow of the demo-
cratically elected Prime Minis-
ter Mosaddeq in Iran and his
replacement with the Shah,
one of the most hated and
vicious tyrants in recent histo-
ry. All in order to secure the
oil supplies for the west. She
recalls President Jimmy Carter
subsequently stating that the
USA had a “Special Relation-
ship” with the hated Shah. All
this led directly to the
Khomeini Islamist revolution in
1979 and solidified the enmity
of the Iranian people towards
the west that endures to this
day.

While it is difficult to encapsu-
late a book of such scope and
magnitude, Armstrong clearly
finds that the major conflicts in
history have been primarily
secular in origin with religion
playing a subsidiary but some-
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Karen Armstrong is one of
the foremost writers on
religious matters today. Born
in 1944 she is a former Ro-
man Catholic religious sister.
Leaving the convent in 1969,
she first rose to prominence
as a writer with her book “A
History of God” in 1993.
Since then she has written a
plethora of books specializing
in comparative religions.

Armstrong introduces Fields
of Blood by stating “in the
West the idea that religion is
inherently violent is now
taken for granted”. Sweeping
comments like “Religion has
been the cause of all major
wars in history” are accepted
without demur. Armstrong
applies her considerable
scholarship and experience
to analysing the applicability
of these sentiments by ex-
ploring the historical interac-
tion of religion and conflict.

The book is written in three
parts. The first two deal with
the history of conflicts and
the role of religion from the
start of organised violence,
which she equates to the
introduction of agrarian
economies in prehistoric

As a life-long knitter, I was
interested to read Peggy
Rosenthal’s discussion about
knitting as a form of medita-
tion, prayer and therapy.
She makes a very good point
about how the patterns and
rhythms of knitting parallel
the patterns and rhythms of
our lives.

Knitting, in silence, does

cause one to experience the
formation of each new stitch
as something like praying with
prayer beads, if one is in that
state of mind.

Knitting can be therapeutic
when done in community as
the experience of knitting with
other prayerful people can
enrich the experience.

Knit One, Purl a Prayer;  A Spirituality of Knitting written by Peggy Rosenthal

“You knit me together in my
mother’s womb” – a line from
Psalm 139 talks about prayerful
dimension of knitting.  The
whole verse (Ps. 139:13-14 )
addresses God in praise of the
glorious divine creativity.

Challenges in knitting patterns
bear resemblances to the chal-
lenges in life where one must

try, fail, retry and succeed
with the final result.

This is an excellent read for
anyone interested in knitting
in community and prayer.
Also included are six patterns
for varying levels of difficulty.

Reviewed by Helen McCrindle

What’s New in the LibraryWhat’s New in the LibraryWhat’s New in the Library



Calendar of Events
Baptism
Once a month on Sunday morning. Please contact the office a month or
two in advance.

Communion
We will be celebrating Communion on Feb. 22, Apr 2 and May 24.

Congregational Dates and Events

Mid-February

Wed Feb 18 UCW Naomi Unit Meeting, 10 am

Wed Feb 18 Men’s Group, 10 am

Sat Feb 21 Youth Oppenheimer Park Project, 9:30 am

Sat Feb 21 Coldest Night of the Year Walk, 4:00 pm

Sat Feb 21 Pacific Spirit Choir Concert, A La Carte, 7:30 pm

Wed Feb 25 Adult Ministry Luncheon, 12 noon

March

Sun Mar 1 Mexico Mission Commissioning in worship and AGM

Mar 7-13 Mexico Mission Trip

Thurs Mar 12 & 19 — No Youth Group, 6 to 8 pm

Tues Mar 17 UCW Executive Meeting, 10 am

Wed Mar 18 UCW Naomi Unit Meeting, 10 am

Wed Mar 18 Men’s Group, 10 am

Sat Mar 21 Youth Oppenheimer Park Project, 9:30 am

Wed Mar 25 Adult Ministry Luncheon, 12 noon

April

Tues Apr 7 UCW Friendship Tea and AGM, 2:00 pm

Apr 10-12 Women’s Retreat

Wed Apr 15 UCW Naomi Unit Meeting, 10 am

Wed Apr 15 Men’s Group, 10 am

Sat Apr 18 Youth Oppenheimer Park Project, 9:30 am

Wed Apr 22 Adult Ministry Luncheon, 12 noon

Sun Apr 26 Flea Market Set-up

Mid-May

Sat May 2 Flea Market, 8:30 to 2:00 pm

Sat May 16 Youth Oppenheimer Park Project, 9:30 am

Tues May 19 UCW Executive Meeting, 10 am

Wed May 20 UCW Naomi Unit Meeting, 10 am

Wed May 20 Men’s Group, 10 am

West Vancouver United Church
2062 Esquimalt Avenue
West Vancouver, BC

V7V 1S4

Phone: 604-922-9171

Email: office@wvuc.bc.ca

If you would like to receive this newsletter by email or
read it on-line, please contact the church office by

phone at 604-922-9171 or
e-mail: office@wvuc.bc.ca

Office hours:
Mon-Thurs 8.30-4pm, Fri 8.30-12 noon

Like or Share our
facebook page:

West Vancouver United Church
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www.wvuc.bc.ca
Youth Group Website

www.westvanyouth.com

Congregational Photo Directory
Available in the church office.

2015 additions and edits
have been published and are

available after worship or in the church
office during business hours.


