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The greatest 
message in the 
world mobilized 
by the greatest art

LEADER’S LIBRARY

Simply Christian

Not since C.S. Lewis’ Mere Christianity 
has such a wise and informed leader 
taken the time to explain what 
Christianity is and how it is practiced. 
In Simply Christian, renowned biblical 
scholar and Anglican bishop N.T. 
Wright makes a case for Christianity 
from the ground up. Walking the 
reader through the Christian faith 
step-by-step and question by question, 
Wright’s Simply Christian offers 
explanations for even the toughest 
doubt-filled skeptics, leaving believers 
with a reason for renewed faith.

This is excellent reading for directors 
who desire that their leadership be 
more than choral development, those 
who want to employ faith truths to 
enrich their students’ choral/musical 
experiences and to build community 
with those truths. b

It was Monday of Holy Week – also US tax 
day, April 15.  Like many, I watched in horror 
from my office desk as the iconic spire atop 
Notre-Dame de Paris burned and ultimately 
collapsed. I called Dad as the fire took hold 
and told him there was no hope – the fire was 
catching too fast and the structure would 
surely burn to the ground – nothing could 
survive intact. I texted my wife, family and 
friends who I knew appreciated the beauty of 
this place, and preemptively began to mourn 
its total loss.

Also like many, I was heartened to get word 
that there was no loss of human life… that the 
bell towers had been saved – perhaps even 
the irreplaceable Great Organ, with active 
components as old as the 18th century. 

Seeing the first pictures from within the 
vault of the cross at the altar – intact and 
reflecting what little light was being projected 
into the room while the fire was still raging 
and raining burning debris down from high 
above – was truly miraculous.

The destruction of such an important 
cultural, historical and religious icon was an 
emotional experience for those who have 
walked its halls and appreciated its tenure 
and monument to human development.  
More importantly, there was an underlying 
theological narrative to consider as we 
entered Holy Week with Easter celebrations 
that coming Sunday.

The images of the strikingly preserved vault 
are inspiring to the soul. We can rebuild. 

Despite the chaos and destruction of this 
world – Christ lives. Despite the loss of hope 
– Christ lives. Even amidst and beneath the 
raging infernos of hell – Christ lives.

As we celebrate the meaning of Christ’s life, 
death and resurrection during Holy Week 
and throughout the year, this experience has 
been a moving symbol and reminder of the 
power of our collective faith.

This has been my latest resurrection 

experience – Christ lives.b

PRESTON EDWARDS
VP-CFO of YouthCUE

BECAUSE CHRIST LIVES, THERE IS LIFE AFTER TRAGEDY

↑  
Cross at the altar, Notre-Dame Cathedral

Since we are now four 
months beyond Easter, 
and since August is when 

most of us restart our student 
choirs for new seasons, it might be 
a good time to remind ourselves 
of the powers at our disposal as 
choral musicians.

THE GOSPEL

Whether we teach adolescents 
in public school, private 
school, church, within the 
larger community, or perhaps a 
combination of these, the good 
news of the gospel provides energy 
as nothing else can. The power of 
love to transform lives, to uplift, to 
enrich, and to experience Christ-
empowered acceptance happens 
every day in school choral halls 
as well as on weekends in church 
rehearsal spaces. Whether or 
not your teaching place allows 
“religion” or not, we are all free to 
love our students as Christ loves.  

THE GREATEST ART  

I submit that music is the greatest 
art, and choral music is perhaps 
the highest form of music. My 
reasoning in saying that has to do 
with a very practical consideration: 
participation. Not everyone has 
the gift to be a great sculptor, a fine 
architect, a good painter, a patient 
potter, or a stunning dancer. A 
few more may learn to play the 

organ, strings, wind instruments, 
or percussion. A few more still may 
study piano. Singing, on the other 
hand, can be universal. To be sure, 
some sing with more training and 
skill than others, but singing seems 
innate for most people. Many 
toddlers begin singing before they 
learn to walk or talk and many 
more as they learn to speak. As we 
mature, choral music brings us 
together to form deep communities 
with beautiful sounds. It’s an 
astonishing phenomenon!

HOLY WEEK 2019 SHOULD 
REMIND US 

Palm Sunday this year began with 
one of the greatest comebacks 
in sports history. Tiger Woods, 
coming back from more than a 
decade of failure, family chaos, 
addiction, injuries, and a career 
over the cliff, experienced his 
own version of Easter. How dare 
we compare an earthly sports 
comeback to the Resurrection of 
Jesus? Given, the former is a pale, 
miniscule comparison to the latter, 
but let’s not be too quick to rule 
out the divine comparisons to our 
everyday lives. I, for one, believe 
God is the Author of all good things 
reborn, the One who empowers all 
of us to persevere in the pursuit of 
personal excellence, Who provides 
us the courage to push through 

failure after failure to reach 
worthwhile, inspired and inspiring 
goals.

The Tiger comeback was complete 
on Palm Sunday. Less than 
twenty-four hours later, Notre-
Dame Cathedral caught fire. I’ll 
ask Preston, my son and VP of 
YouthCUE to tell that story in the 
following article. 

I have no idea where you 
personally are with your student 
choir(s). You may be excited and 
can’t wait to get started on the new 
semester of teaching. On the other 
hand, you may be dreading to the 
point of depression having to try to 
give leadership to a difficult group 
or within a less-than-friendly 
administration or church staff. Or, 
perhaps, you are somewhere in 
between, neither totally dreading it 
nor terribly excited. 

Whoever we are and whatever our 
state of mind, we all need a certain 
amount of comeback strength. We 
are here to remind you that that 
you can do it. Keep working. Keep 
preparing. Keep praying. And keep 
loving. The comeback we seek is 
only a matter of time. b

RANDY EDWARDS
Editor 

redwards@youthcue.org

↑  
Mass choir, comprised of middle school and high school singers, 
along with a full orchestra, presents a Grand Concert at each 
YouthCUE Festival.LOOK AT THE WORLD II

Shreveport and San Antonio
September 15 & 22, 2019

↑  
Look At The World San Antonio

PO Box 781663
San Antonio, TX 78278
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You will receive the monthly newsletter, 
program announcements, and our 
twice-monthly podcast (CUEcast), which 
will begin in October.  

In order to take advantage of this offer, 
you will need to go to our website to 
provide, update, or confirm your contact 

information. Don’t delay! If we have not 
heard from you by October 1, your free 
subscription will be canceled. Why not 
do this now?!

You may go to www.youthcue.org and 
watch for the menu to pop up. Simply 
follow the instructions. OR … you 

also may point the camera of your 
smartphone on this QR code, and it 
will take you directly to the contact 
information portal.

Enjoy your free year of 
YouthCUE!  

WELCOME TO YOUTHCUE! AS PART OF OUR 30-YEAR CELEBRATION WE ARE PROVIDING YOU 
FREE MEMBERSHIP TO YOUTHCUE THROUGH 2020.

In order to receive your 
FREE SUBCRIPTION to our 
newsletter and CUEcast 
(podcast) through 2020, you 
will need to register on our 
website. Instructions here!

LOOK AT THE WORLD II

In 2017, SAYC participated in an amazing event, 

LOOK AT THE WORLD, timeless music, ageless 

beauty.  This YouthCUE event was held in a world 

class venue, the Tobin Center,  in San Antonio, Texas 

and included our choir and choirs from Holmes High 

School, University of Texas at Austin, and University 

of Texas at San Antonio.  The always fabulous San 

Antonio Symphony thrilled us with their instrumental 

pieces and accompanied us with style.  The highlight 

of the event was the return of Metropolitan Opera 

tenor, San Antonio son, and YouthCUE alumnus, 

David Portillo.  The proceeds of the concert benefitted 

Morningside Ministries.

In 2018, in the stunning sanctuary of First Baptist 

Church Shreveport, SAYC reprised the LOOK AT THE 

WORLD  concert with choirs from around Louisiana, 

the Shreveport Symphony Orchestra, and world class 

tenor, Jonathan Burton.  Angelique Feaster added to 

the tapestry of the evening by reciting Maya Angelou’s 

Human Family.  The beneficiary of this concert was 

the Volunteers of America Northern Louisiana.

2019 finds us looking forward to participating in the 

second in YouthCUE’s concert series both in San 

Antonio and Shreveport.  We welcome back David 

Portillo as the featured artist!  In addition to the 

extraordinary music he produces, he is so kind to 

share his vocal experience and knowledge with our 

singers.  He even does choir selfies!  Please mark your 

calendars for September 15th and 22nd.  You won’t 

want to miss this! b



↑  
Come join us in Ireland in October of 2020.
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TINA McCARTNEY 

Director of Major Programs 

tmccartney@youthcue.org 

(210) 557-5245

C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S

15TH ANNUAL 
BAYLOR FESTIVAL 
OF YOUTH CHOIRS

EVENT SPOTLIGHT: 

MISSISSIPPI C
HORAL CELEBRATION | 1

5TH  ANNUAL BAYLOR FESTIVAL OF YOUTH CHOIRS

ROUNDTABLE ABROAD, IRELAND 
October 3-12, 2020
Guided by Randy Edwards
Contact Tina McCartney at tmccartney@youthcue.org  
for more information and registration.

BELOW THE RADAR
If you would like to discuss any of our 
programs, feel free to reach out to:

The YouthCUE Roundtable Abroad 
program will take its first trip to 
Ireland fourteen months from now. 
The ten-day study trip is October 3-12, 
2020 and is open to as many as thirty 
directors from across the YouthCUE 
network. Aside from being an excellent 
familiarization and site inspection 
around the Emerald Isle, directors will 
be brought up to speed on YouthCUE’s 
research and latest training modules 
for student choir ministry in general. 

Guided by Randy Edwards and other 
members of the CUE program staff, the 
Irish Cathedral Tour 2020  will provide 
superb networking, a plethora of 

beautiful sites to explore, and a wide 
array of opportunities for you to explore 
for your choirs back home.

Come join us in Ireland in October of 
2020. Price incentives are provided for 
early registration, so the earlier you 
register, the more you will save. Friends 
and spouses are welcome to join you on 
the trip. 

The Irish Cathedrals Tour is a BTR 
(below the radar) event, meaning that 
your registration will be handled not on 
the website but through contact with 
Tina McCartney via email. For complete 
information, contact Tina at  
tmccartney@youthcue.org. b

OCTOBER 3-12, 2020  
YOUTHCUE BEGINS ROUNDTABLE ABROAD PROGRAM 

A N T H E M R EV I EW
QUALITY YOUTH ANTHEMS

GRACE
Mark Hayes

SATB | Beckenhorst Press | BP1402

Many of us have sung this classic anthem with adults, 
but it is equally appropriate and beautiful with 
teenage voices. The traditional Scottish tune, O WALY 
WALY is a perfect framework for this text. Mark Hayes 
wrote this arrangement in 2003, but it is still fresh 
as can be, and students gravitate to its beauty. It is 
harmonically challenging for some in places, but it is 
worth the work to make this anthem shine. 

AMEN! TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN!
Mary McDonald

SATB | Lorenz | 10/4412L

This fun and easy arrangement will come naturally 
for our students. Syncopated rhythms are a breeze 
for this age group, and the students will have fun 
with the gentle jazz feel. This anthem will help 
student choirs feel successful quickly and will give 
opportunity for directors to gain from their choirs a 
strong sense of energy without over-singing.   

FOR I KNOW THE PLANS I HAVE FOR YOU

David Schwoebel

SATB | Beckenhorst Press | BP 2129

This is an excellent new setting of Jeremiah 29:11-
14. Although there have been several settings of 
this text, Schwoebel’s brings a fresh new version 
which should be in any student choir library. Few 
messages are more timely than this for teens at 
crucial crossroads in their lives. This anthem will 
bring beauty, encouragement, and a happy surprise 
ending which causes all of us to consider our faith 
and to more fully trust God with our futures. 

MISSISSIPPI 
CHORAL 

CELEBRATION

 NOV. 15-17, 2019

 Mississippi College | Clinton, MS

COST: $68 REDUCED RATE: $35

YouthCUE has been awarded a 
grant, and your choir gets to reap 
the benefits! These rates are 
only available for the first 200 
participants who register and pay 
their deposit. This event is perfect 
for your new choir, your small choir, 
if you are building a choir, or for 
your established choir. It is geared 
to boost your singers confidence in a 
fun music-making, Christ-centered 
community.

 FEB. 21-23, 2020

 Baylor University | Waco, TX

COST:  $96 per participant before October 15 
$104 per participant after October 15

Centrally-located in the Heart 
of Texas at Baylor University, 
the YouthCUE Baylor Festival is 
a fantastic regional event for 
choirs located in the DFW, San 
Antonio and Houston areas. Jones 
Concert Hall in the McCrary Music 
Building serves as our rehearsal 
and concert venue. Jones Concert 
Hall is a 1,000-seat auditorium, 
featuring a 92-rank Petty-Madden 
pipe organ. The Festival is 
accompanied by members of the 
Baylor Symphony Orchestra.

FIRST ANNUAL MISSISSIPPI 
CHORAL CELEBRATION 
November 15-17, 2019 / Mississippi 

College, Clinton, MS

(MS and HS Students)

15TH ANNUAL BAYLOR 
FESTIVAL  
OF YOUTH CHOIRS 
February 21-23, 2020 / Baylor University, 

Waco, TX

(MS and HS Students)

THE 22ND ANNUAL NATION’S 
CAPITAL FESTIVAL OF YOUTH 
CHOIRS 
 June 23-28, 2020 / National Cathedral, 

Washington, DC

(MS and HS Students)

FIRST ANNUAL 
CUENIVERSITY!
July 12-16, 2020 /  University of Mary 

Hardin-Baylor, Belton, TX

(MS and HS Students)

LABOR DAY AT THE 
CATHEDRAL 2020
September 4-6, 2020 /  Washington 

National Cathedral, Washington, DC

(Collegiate and Adults)

YouthCUE is not a typical business; it is a partnership between us and our constituents. When you are considering participation in an event - 
even before you register - we highly encourage you to communicate with Tina McCartney via email. Your early contact with us will ensure that you 
remain in the know regarding the status of the event you are considering.

�COMMUNITY!   The vast majority of 
students who sing in choir do so largely 
because that’s where their friends are. 
Young singers will over time become 
committed to the choral beauty, the 
ministry opportunities, and the service 
commitments of singing in choir, but most 
will feel their first draw into the group by 
being with their friends. Wise directors 
will work constantly to build and nurture 
warmth and joy within the community.

� HOSPITALITY!   With students, we 
probably only have only one shot to get 
it right in this category. A teen who dares 
to come to rehearsal the first time and 
somehow does not click into the group 
… these students will not be back. The 
existing students themselves - whether 
there are six of them, sixty or one hundred 
and sixty - must be led (example set by 
director) to be welcoming. Instructing the 
students to “be friendly” is not enough. 
Most will often need to be trained and 
reminded to be effectively outgoing 
toward the new students coming in. 

�ENJOYMENT!   We directors have no 
place to hide under this heading. If we are 
not having fun with the students, they will 
sense it a mile away. Our own love and 
enjoyment of the student choir experience 
is critical. Our personal joy - or our lack of 
it - is highly contagious within the group. 
We are unable to mask our feelings with 
students!

�TIME!   Students need to feel good 
about their investment of time and energy. 
Teens are as allergic to wasting time as 

their adult counterparts. They need to 
see and sense progress, and that progress 
must be appropriately affirmed in every 
possible way. 

�REWARD!   Let’s ask a probing 
question that will keep us thinking for the 
next several weeks. What are the rewards 
for students becoming involved in our 
choirs? What do young singers take away 
from rehearsals that they can appreciate 
immediately?

�BALANCE!   Is it all hard rehearsing 
for weeks on end with little or no 
performance opportunity? Is it all work 
and no play? Is it all play and no work? 
Is it all seriousness and no levity? Is it an 
awkward, boring rehearsal or on the other 
extreme, is it a constant party atmosphere? 
Balancing the elements above is critical, 
because, in fact, it is precisely the proper 
balance of these components and more 
which will build a successful choir.

�THE PROMISED LAND!   Every 
successful team works toward big goals, 
and every team needs at least partial 
success in reaching those goals. Teenagers 
love to feel successful (don’t we all?), and 
we are uniquely qualified to help move 
them from Point A to Point B in their 
development as a group. No definite goals 
spell little or no progress. Appropriate, 
attainable goals conquered will put your 
choir on the road to many more good 
things ahead. 

Happy singing! b

SEVEN CRITICAL COMPONENTS OF EFFECTIVE 
STUDENT CHOIR PROGRAMS

In celebration of YOUTHCUE’S 30TH ANNIVERSARY, we want to send 
you a FREE SUBCRIPTION to our newsletter and CUEcast (podcast) 
through 2020. All you need to do is register on our website to receive 
your free subscription. See Page 4 for details. Sign up today!


