
↑  
SAYC Fundraising Concert, April 14, 
2019

CUE
CAST

PO Box 781663
San Antonio, TX 78278

 www.youthcue.org |  YouthCUE |  @YouthCUE |  YouthCUE

creating soundtracks for life

J U LY

2 0 1 9

The Newsletter is back, signaling 
an exciting new YC chapter!

For the past twenty-nine years, Youth Choirs, 
Inc. has been busy with a multitude of 
projects designed to enhance the work 

of student choirs in churches, schools, and 
communities across the United States. More 
specifically, YCI has 
been all about enriching 
adolescents by “creating 
soundtracks for life.” 

In the past three decades, 
over 125,000 students 
and 1,500 directors have 
directly benefitted from our 
roundtables, leadership 
training events, festival 
offerings, ministry tools, and 
philosophical approaches.  

It all began in 1990 with 
a monthly newsletter we 
named YouthCUE. As the 
years came and went and 
as more festivals, choral 
celebrations, and honor 
groups were added to 
our event offerings, the 
participating students and directors began saying of our 
events, “I went to YouthCUE last weekend,” or “Our choir 
goes to YouthCUE every other year.” Thus, what began with 
our official, IRS-designated title, Youth Choirs, Inc., soon 
became “YouthCUE” by the choosing and repetition of the 
students and their directors in our network.

We are delighted to confirm something you already know: 
Choral arts programs in middle schools, high schools, and 
universities across the United States are absolutely thriving 
in many, many places. Many schools are reporting record 
participation numbers in choral groups. High school 

choirs now regularly sing on a level – and many even 
above – where collegiate choirs performed thirty years 
ago. Glorious new music is being written and published 
by new generations of composers. Well-trained and highly 
dedicated directors abound. It is a truly exciting time to be 

a choral musician … in many places. 

However, there are other localities, 
school districts, churches, and even 
entire states, that are virtual pioneer 
territories for establishing strong choral 
traditions. The advent and development 
of technology is today a huge booster 
of choral music, because now, good 
modeling can be heard and viewed 
anywhere and anytime. This is an 
exciting chapter which offers great hope 
for choral futures!

The powerful work of ACDA, all-
state choirs, interscholastic league 
competitions, and mass choir events in 
key venues such as Carnegie Hall – these 
are all significant players in the colorful 
array of choral offerings across the 
United States, Canada, Europe, and Asia.

So, with such an ongoing buffet of 
organizations and events from which directors may 
choose, where does YouthCUE fit into your choral 
landscape? We’re so glad you asked!

Stay tuned to this and future editions of YouthCUE. We 
believe the answer might soon become apparent. b

RANDY EDWARDS
Editor 

redwards@youthcue.org

CUEcast to  
Debut this Fall
→ YouthCUE’s new podcast, 

CUEcast, will be available to 

subscribers every two weeks 

beginning in September. When 

you sign up for the monthly 

YouthCUE newsletter, you will 

also receive CUEcasts. 

→ On the first and third Tuesdays 

of each month, a new episode of 

CUEcast will be pushed to your 

smartphone. 

→ Each episode is approximately 

20 minutes and will feature 

inspiring stories and helpful 

interviews from across the 

YouthCUE network.

Fewer and fewer congregations across the United 

States are committed to providing choral programs 

for adolescents. As churches have “sold their stock” 

in youth choirs to implement praise bands instead, 

the students who love to sing choral music are often 

left out in the cold. And those who would eventually 

enjoy choir are left to never learn the joy of singing 

in a choral ensemble.  

The more radical voices will proclaim youth choirs 

as irrelevant, but that logic and mindset does not 

square with the fact that droves of teenagers are 

assembling in excellent school choral programs 

in inner cities, suburbs, small towns, and rural 

communities. 

As church schedules and budget priorities are 

becoming less and less friendly towards choral 

CHURCH STUDENT CHOIRS ENDANGERED, FAITH BASED 
COMMUNITY CHOIRS ON THE RISE
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YouthCUE Baylor Festival, Grand Concert 

YouthCUE Nation’s Capital Festival, Washington 
National Cathedral

ONGOING FUNDRAISING 
FOR SAYC

On April 14, 2019, SAYC continued its 

tradition of choral excellence by singing 

a concert for their hometown friends and 

family. Accompanied by an orchestra of 

twenty-three professional musicians, the 

choir sang selections that varied from Brad 

Richmond’s IPharidisi, an upbeat South 

African song, to Mark Hayes’ ethereal Agnus 

Dei from Requiem. The repertoire was 

identical to the YouthCUE Baylor Festival of 

Youth Choirs XIV (February 22-24 in Waco, 

TX).   

In addition to the glorious music so well 

performed from memory, several of the 

students took to a mic to share why SAYC 

and the anthems are so special to them. The 

students who spoke were totally prepared 

for their 35-second segments. Zach Richard 

shares that his favorite anthem is O Love because, “it 

reminds us that even when times are dark there can 

be joy and peace given to us by His love.” “Being a part 

of something bigger, something harder – learning and 

growing together,” is why Laura Ramirez has invested the 

last three years of her life in SAYC.  

Coming into the April concert, our overall goal was 

to raise a total of $95,000. A lofty goal to be sure, but 

quite necessary to continue SAYC’s young tradition of 

providing high quality choral experiences affordable to 

all! Pre-concert, thirty-seven committed donors pledged 

$78,640 which left us to raise $16,360. The fundraising 

concert brought in just under $10,000 in new donations 

which now leaves only a little more than $6,000 to raise 

over the next few months. 

SAYC thanks all those who contributed to changing the 

lives of our singers through choral music.  The return on 

this investment is truly eternal! b

You will receive the monthly newsletter, 
program announcements, and our 
twice-monthly podcast (CUEcast), which 
will begin in October.  

In order to take advantage of this offer, 
you will need to go to our website to 
provide, update, or confirm your contact 

information. Don’t delay! If we have not 
heard from you by October 1, your free 
subscription will be canceled. Why not 
do this now!?

You may go to www.youthcue.org and 
watch for the menu to pop up. Simply 
follow the instructions. OR … you 

also may point the camera of your 
smartphone on this QR code, and it 
will take you directly to the contact 
information portal.

Enjoy your free year of 
YouthCUE!  

GOAL: $95,000
ALREADY COMMITTED  
AS OF APRIL 10 
$88,640
NEEDED TO MEET GOAL
$6,360 

$95,000

$88,640

A N T H E M R EV I EW

PSALM 23 
Heather Sorenson 
SATB | Hal Leonard LLC | 00225668

Psalm 23 is a fresh, clean, and delightful setting which 
students love! The magnetic melody draws in the young 
singer, combined with the lovely harmonies and gentle 
rhythmic patterns which coordinate wonderfully. The text 
is in today’s language, highly relatable and relevant for 
adolescents. Heather has hit a home run with her Psalm 23, 
and the publisher has provided a nice array of resources, 
including orchestration. This anthem is highly recommended 
for your student choir!

IPHARADISI 
Brad Richmond 
SATB | Santa Barbara Music Publishing | SBMP 1468

This traditional South African song is great fun. Although 
arranged for SATB, there is plenty of flexibility for various 
types of ensembles as you work with the music, experiment 
with movement, and enjoy adding effects such as clapping 
(and even stomping). After a few moments of work with 
the text, the students will absorb this piece and have it 
memorized very quickly. Great for worship, concerts, tours, 
and any place where student choirs sing!

O LOVE 
Elaine Hagenberg 
SATB | Beckenhorst Press | BP2097

O Love … oh, my! This is a truly glorious anthem which will 
require a great deal of effort from your singers. That effort, 
according to our students, is very well worth the investment. 
The students are very likely to fall in love with this setting of 
the old “O Love that Will Not Let Me Go” text. It is precisely 
what today’s adolescents need to hear (what all of us need 
to hear) in a world that is too often uncivil, cruel, mean, 
and unforgiving. I would encourage you to go to www.
beckenhorstpress.com to see all the ways this anthem can be 
sung. Highly recommended is the cello part to bring an even 
deeper beauty to this glorious music. 
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WELCOME TO YOUTHCUE! AS PART OF OUR 30-YEAR CELEBRATION WE ARE PROVIDING YOU 
FREE MEMBERSHIP TO YOUTHCUE THROUGH 2020.

In celebration of YOUTHCUE’S 30TH ANNIVERSARY, we want to send you a FREE SUBCRIPTION 
to our newsletter and CUEcast (podcast) through 2020. All you need to do is register on our 
website to receive your free subscription. See Page 4 for details. Sign up today!

In order to receive your 
FREE SUBCRIPTION to our 
newsletter and CUEcast 
(podcast) through 2020, you 
will need to register on our 
website. Instructions here!
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Mass choir sings together at the Washington National 
Cathedral

↑  
Seventy SAYC students joined eighty singers from five other youth choirs at the Washington 
National Cathedral in June 2018.
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music, the new wine of student choirs is often having 

to take to the larger community to find support, 

sustenance, and fresh air to breathe. It’s the church’s 

great loss. 

Please don’t misunderstand me. There are still church 

youth choir traditions dotting the US which are alive, 

well, and flourishing. But these are certainly the 

exceptions.

Beginning, developing, and sustaining a community 

youth choir is not a simple task. However, there 

are more and more directors whose dreams for 

student choral programs drive them into their larger 

communities for survival. 

YouthCUE established a faith-based community youth 

choir in 2013. The San Antonio Youth Chorale (SAYC 

… we pronounce it “say – see”) now involves over 70 

students from across the San Antonio region and from 

smaller towns as far away as 90 miles in every direction. 

Future editions of YouthCUE will feature the advent and 

development of SAYC. In each month’s edition, you will 

find something of an ongoing progress report for the 

Chorale on Page 4. b

Continued from pg. 1

TINA McCARTNEY 

Director of Major Programs 

tmccartney@youthcue.org 

(210) 557-5245

FIRST ANNUAL MISSISSIPPI 
COLLEGE CHORAL 
CELEBRATION 
November 15-17, 2019 / Mississippi 
College, Clinton, MS
(MS and HS Students)

15TH ANNUAL BAYLOR 
FESTIVAL  
OF YOUTH CHOIRS 
February 21-23, 2020 / Baylor University, 
Waco, TX
(MS and HS Students)

THE 22ND ANNUAL NATION’S 
CAPITAL FESTIVAL OF YOUTH 
CHOIRS 
 June 23-28, 2020 / National Cathedral, 
Washington, DC
(MS and HS Students)

FIRST ANNUAL 
CUENIVERSITY!
July 12-16, 2020 /  University of Mary 
Hardin-Baylor, Belton, TX
(MS and HS Students)

LABOR DAY AT THE 
CATHEDRAL 2020
September 4-6, 2020 /  Washington 
National Cathedral, Washington, DC
(Collegiate and Adults)

C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S

200 middle and high school students will gather on campus of 
Mississippi College for a weekend of fun music-making, choral 
excellence, new friendships, and Christ-centered community.

The Grand Celebration on Sunday, November 17 will be 
accompanied by a chamber orchestra comprised of local 
professional musicians. Music students and faculty at MC will 
provide organizational assistance and leadership throughout the 
weekend.

Co-conductors of the Choral Celebration are Mr. Randy Edwards, 
Founder and Artistic Director of YouthCUE, and Dr. Mark Nabholz, 
Director of Choral Activities, Mississippi College.

EVENT SPOTLIGHT: 

MISSISSIPPI C
OLLEGE CHORAL CELEBRATION

 NOV. 15-17, 2019

 MISSISSIPPI COLLEGE 
CLINTON, MS

COST: $68 REDUCED RATE: $35
Yo u t h C U E  h a s  b e e n  a w a r d e d  a  g r a n t  a n d  y o u r  c h o i r  g e t s  t o  r e a p 
t h e  b e n e f i t s !  T h e s e  r a t e s  a r e  o n l y  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  2 0 0 
p a r t i c i p a n t s  w h o  r e g i s t e r  a n d  p a y  t h e i r  d e p o s i t .

BTR or Below The Radar events, are unique programs YouthCUE has scheduled for the year. 
These programs you will not find on our website but here in this space every month. The BTR 
programs will involve students, collegiate and adult singers. Some of these programs will require 
a recommendation from the Director of the choir. Some will be structured where an entire choir 
can participate and some will be for individual singers.  Stay tuned to stay informed! 

R A N D Y  E D WA R D S

D R .  M A R K  N A B H O L Z

BELOW THE RADAR

YouthCUE is not a typical business; it is a partnership between us and our constituents. When you are considering participation in an event - 
even before you register - we highly encourage you to communicate with Tina McCartney via email. Your early contact with us will ensure that you 
remain in the know regarding the status of the event you are considering.

If you would like to discuss any of our 
programs, feel free to reach out to:

In January 2013, YouthCUE Founder Randy 
Edwards began a community youth choir 
which encompassed students from the San 
Antonio and surrounding communities. This 
non-audition choir often sings from memory a 
wide variety of choral anthems accompanied by 
professional musicians. SAYC students range 
in age from thirteen to eighteen and in ability 
from those just starting their musical journey 
to first chair all-state singers. SAYC draws its 
students from public schools, private schools, 
home school groups, and churches which do not 
have student choirs. SAYC sings in venues as 
casual as Habitat for Humanity home dedications 
and baseball games to those as formal as 
San Antonio’s Tobin Center and the National 
Cathedral in Washington, D.C.  

SAYC has discovered a niche with students who 
desire an excellent choral program but who are 
also athletes, dancers, and youth orchestra 
players. SAYC typically rehearses ninety minutes 
per week in season, providing rehearsal breaks in 
the off season. The Chorale typically has three to 
four seasons per calendar year. Through constant 
fundraising and donor development, SAYC strives 
to keep registration fees low so that all can 
afford to participate. 

Growth has overall been moderate but steady! 
Beginning with eleven singers in 2013, the 
students have now reached seventy active 
participants! SAYC participates in YouthCUE 
festivals and CUE charter tours with many of 
you! Thank you for welcoming SAYC into the 
YouthCUE family! b

FAITH BASED COMMUNITY CHOIRS ON THE RISE

INTRODUCING … THE SAN ANTONIO YOUTH CHORALE (SAYC) 

EDIE DUTTON
Recruiter and Program Coordinator

YouthCUE’s San Antonio Youth Chorale

edutton@youthcue.org 
(210) 380-2048


