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You will receive the monthly newsletter, program 
announcements, and our twice-monthly podcast 
(CUEcast), which began in September.   

In order to take advantage of this offer, you will need 
to go to our website to provide, update, or confirm your 
contact information. Don’t delay! Why not do this now?!

You may go to www.youthcue.org and watch for the 
menu to pop up. Simply follow the instructions. OR … 
you also may point the camera of your smartphone at 
this QR code, and it will take you directly to the contact 
information portal.

Enjoy your free year of YouthCUE!  

WELCOME TO YouthCUE! AS PART OF OUR 30-YEAR CELEBRATION WE ARE PROVIDING 
YOU FREE MEMBERSHIP TO YouthCUE THROUGH 2020.

In order to receive your 
FREE SUBCRIPTION 

to our newsletter and 
CUEcast (podcast) through 

2020, you will need to 
register on our website. 

Instructions here!
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COMPOSER, ORCHESTRATOR, 
ARRANGER MAKES AN ENORMOUS 
CONTRIBUTION TO YOUTHCUE

Dr. C. L. Bass was fifty-five years old when 
YouthCUE was established. Back then, in 
1990, he may have never dreamed that 

his future, post-retirement ministry would have 
such a profound impact upon teenagers in the new 
millennium!

The collaboration began in the spring of 1995 -  
C. L. was sixty years old at the time - when I asked 
him to orchestrate some anthems for us for our first 
festival prototype in Ft. Lauderdale, FL, to be held 
that coming June. What he produced in the way of 
orchestral accompaniment for our festival music was 
legendary. It quickly became clear that his work was 
extraordinarily clean, free of errors, and wonderfully 
supportive of young voices without overpowering their 
light choral sounds. His orchestrations were complex 
enough to keep the professional instrumentalists 
highly engaged and interested, and yet the parts were 
constructed in such a way that the union players 
could instantly, from the first downbeat, create 
musical wonder, beauty, power and support which 
mightily inspired the adolescent mass choirs. Each 
orchestration was a masterpiece which accomplished 
all the goals we had in mind, and each arrangement 
seemed to magically roll off the players’ music stands 
creating instant beauty! 

Being a festival planner as I am, whose job it is to 
bring off the event from a long list of deadlines, let me 
emphasize this important fact: Dr. Bass never once 
missed a due date. In fact, his work almost always 
arrived significantly earlier than the deadline. What an 
enormous help!

In other words, Dr. C. L. Bass is a professional through 
and through. 

In subsequent years beyond 1995 and for the past one 
hundred and forty-seven festivals - and counting - Dr. 
Bass’ work continues to inspire, bless, challenge, and 
support adolescents as they sing chorally.

One CUE director from Charlotte, NC, Dawn Tatum, 
described the Bass orchestrations this way: “Dr. Bass’ 

arrangements are filled with instrumental color and 
brilliance. There is a transparent quality to his work; 
it’s almost as if the light streams through the colors and 
creates a sort of choral stained glass effect in a midday 
sun. The colorful hues, the transparency, the support, 
and the uncluttered quality of the sound causes young 
singers to themselves sing with enhanced nuance, 
sensitivity, and security.” Dawn’s description is spot-on!

C. L. was born in October 1935, and he will celebrate 
his 85th birthday this fall. At CUE, we are celebrating 
this significant milestone by dedicating Labor Day at 
the Cathedral (September 4-6, 2020) to celebrating 
Dr. C. L. Bass’ birthday and singing his wide array 
of music. We invite adult singers, all CUE alumni, 
directors, university students, and Dr. Bass’ former 
university and seminary students scattered around the 
world to join us for this exciting weekend of music-
making and fellowship. We encourage you to go to our 
website and register early, because space is limited 
and will likely fill to capacity this spring!

The LDAC Grand Concert will be held in the 
Washington National Cathedral and will be 
accompanied by an orchestra of local professional 
musicians from in and around Washington, D. C. More 
information is found on the website and on Page 3 of 
this newsletter. 

For more detail, feel free to contact 

Tina McCartney  
(tmccartney@youthcue.org or 210-557-5245)

Sherry Upshaw Christy  
(sherrychristy2015@gmail.com or 318-510-5943). 

We hope to see a bunch of you in Washington D. C. 
this September!  

Happy Singing! b 
RANDY EDWARDS
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February CUEcast 
episodes 

EPISODE 12 – FEBRUARY 4, 2020

An Interview with Dr. Claude L. Bass – 
Part 1

Over the past twenty-five years, retired church music 
professor and composer C. L. Bass has produced 
an abundance of musical resources for YouthCUE 
Festivals held throughout the United States and 
Canada. In the first of this two-part interview, Dr. 
Bass speaks about his primary years of musical 
discovery and how important personal relationships 
were to his early musical growth. A music educator 
par excellence, the informal conversation with  
C. L. provides powerful insights for us student choir 
directors as well as the teenagers we direct.

EPISODE 13 – FEBRUARY 18, 2020

An Interview with Dr. Claude L. Bass – 
Part 2

C. L. Bass is a consummate musical craftsman 
and a world-class artist of choral and orchestral 
expression and nuance. Those who know Dr. Bass 
best appreciate him not only for his artistry but also 
for being a highly approachable human being, a kind 
encourager, and a loyal friend. As we drill deeper 
into the dedication of this servant-musician, there 
is much to learn from the vocational commitment 
of this creator of musical beauty. Not only is he a 
teacher second to none; he is also himself a student 
and a life-long learner. 

Upon listening to these two episodes, we hope our 
readers will understand why YouthCUE has decided 
to feature Dr. Claude Bass and his music at this year’s 
Labor Day at the Cathedral in Washington D. C. 
(September 4-6, 2020). We would be honored if you 
would come join us in celebrating the work of this 
church music legend! 

When you plan your choir year, do you seek 
opportunities to serve or connect with others 
in your community?  Over the years, SAYC has 
sung at corporate events, interfaith services, 
ball games and Habitat for Humanity 
dedications.  Why?  These are chances for 
building…

 Building the choir and its resources 
through new connections

-A new member was referred by grandparents 
after we sang at their assisted living facility

-A new donor was earned by singing a 
military program for a Discount Tires event

 Building partnerships that maximize our 
effectiveness

-A favorite project, involving the students 

singing to preemies in the NICU, partnered 
local hospitals, a scientific study, and choir 
members to benefit current and future babies 
and their families

-Another project, a Thanksgiving Interfaith 
service, partnered local churches, 
synagogues, and mosques to promote peace

 Building connections within the choir

-Allows the altos to get to know the basses 
while working toward a shared goal

-Allows you to observe the leadership skills of 
your singers in a different environment

-Allows you to model service, leadership, and 
social skills

 Building Character

-These community opportunities push our 
students and us outside of our comfort 
zones to serve others.  After each event, 
the singers are encouraged to go thank the 
audience members for allowing us to come 
and to learn something about the person 
or organization who is hosting us.  Our shy 
members must discipline themselves to 
meet a new friend at the Red Cross Shelter 
full of hurricane refugees and volunteers, 
and our more boisterous teens have to 
“rein it in” to speak gently to residents 
at the memory care unit where they have 
been caroling.  I know I was completely out 

of my element researching and teaching 
Corsican polyphonic folk songs for our 
ensemble to sing at Casa Navarro as a part 
of San Antonio’s Tri-centennial celebration!  
However, what a thrill to hear that the lullaby 
the students sang was recognized and 
understood.  Whew!

-Empathy for others and gratitude for our 
own situations are gained through these 
experiences.  As our young people led 
in games and crafts at the Mandeville 
Children’s Home in Louisiana, they learned 
small parts of the children’s lives.  At the 
latest Habitat build, we learned that the 
couple who had invested their “sweat equity” 
into receiving this house had been married 
over 40 years before owning a home.

-Self-worth grows in service to others. 
Studies show that, “when teens regularly 
contribute to a larger cause, they learn 
to think beyond themselves, which may 
ultimately help them to be more positive, 
empowered, and purposeful.”1

Try a few construction projects of your own.  
Good luck! b

WHY COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT?

EDIE DUTTON
Recruiter and Program Coordinator

YouthCUE’s San Antonio Youth Chorale

edutton@youthcue.org 
(210) 380-2048

↑  Dr. C. L. Bass

↑ Labor Day at The Cathedral Grand Concert

1 https://www.mindful.org/five-ways-to-help-teens-build-a-sense-of-self-worth/, May 23, 2018

↑ Darby sings to preemies in the NICU

↑ “Miss Vi” and David visit after a concert 
at the Meadows

↑ Preparing to sing at a Habitat for 
Humanity home dedication ceremony
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REPERTOIRE REVIEW QUALITY STUDENT CHOIR ANTHEMS

YOU ARE MINE 
SATB with optional flute

David Haas/arr. Mark Hayes

Hope Publishers

C 5683

Copyright 2011

Beautiful choral setting of a glorious song by 
David Haas. Text Psalm 46:10, Isaiah 43:1, 
and John 14:27 which, combined, provide 
strong messages of peace and acceptance 
which today’s students need to hear, 
sing, celebrate, and internalize. Teaching 
opportunities abound in this lovely anthem: 
musically, theologically, emotionally, 
socially, and spiritually. Also available in 
SAB (C 5785), Two-Part Mixed (C 5934), 
TTBB (C 6031), SSA (C 6070), Vocal Solo 
(8528) and Vocal Duet (8655). 

THE LAMB
3-Part Treble

Elaine Hagenberg

Hal Leonard

HL.153444

Copyright 2015

This tender setting of the William 
Blake poem is both exquisite and 
accessible. The parts are well-
crafted and highly supported by the 
delicate piano accompaniment quite 
characteristic of many of Elaine’s 
compositions. The anthem is perfect 
for concert settings and for general 
worship. This is a perfect setting for 
student choir sopranos and altos 
learning to sing 3-part music. 

 

UPON THIS ROCK
SAB with rhythm/percussion

Pepper Choplin

Lorenz

LO.10-4728L

Copyright 2016

Fun and powerful a cappella 
anthem which can have many 
usages in worship and concert. 
Excellent employment of soloists 
and rhythm instruments. African-
flavored syncopation is featured, 
and this anthem calls for unity 
in the church. Numerous related 
scripture passages included in the 
text. Great use for Christ the King 
Sunday, Eastertide, General, and 
Lent. Also available in SATB (LO.10-
3906L).

SUCCESSFUL STUDENT CHOIRS ARE COUNTERCULTURAL COMMUNITIES OF 
HOSPITALITY, JOY, LOVE, AND ACCEPTANCE

Part 4 – Engaging the students in varied ministries throughout our communities

Many of our student choirs go out into our 
communities to carol during the Christmas 

season, and this is something that has become 
very special to those singing as well as those on the 
listening end. Christmas is indeed a perfect time for 
such outreach. If your choir does not carol in your 
community, we encourage you to plan ahead in the fall 

and begin this tradition 
with your students next 
December. It’s true and 
pure ministry, and many 
wonderful memories can 
be made as a part of these 
traditions.

YouthCUE choirs across 
the nation also engage 
in community projects 
throughout the year, as 
well. Some of the most 
effective student choir 
ministries work a regular 
schedule of moving out into 

the community for various 
projects. Here are a few of the 
ways you and your students 

can make a difference and provide mini-mission trips 
very close to home.

 COMMUNITY FOOD BANKS 
Every food bank in the country is looking for more food 
to distribute. Holding a food drive is simple: as a part of 
a concert, within just the choir itself, or in your church 
or community. In addition to food items needed, the 
best food banks are in constant need of volunteers. Our 
students can go in on a Saturday morning or on a school 
holiday and make a huge difference for your food bank. 
Call the food bank, set up a preliminary appointment for 
you to go in and visit, and discover new ways our choirs 
can help feed the hungry in our communities.

 SENIOR FACILITIES 
These include memory care units, assisted 
living communities, independent living 
apartment complexes, and a variety of other care 
facilities for seniors. Directors of Activities are 
constantly seeking programming to provide for 
their residents, so the opportunities there are 
enormous. When we go to sing concerts in these 
facilities, it is also crucial that we either arrive 
early or stay afterwards to greet the residents and 
carry on conversation with them.

 CLOTHING CLOSETS AND COAT 
COLLECTIONS 
Particularly during the cold winter season, 
there is a continual demand for warm clothing 
for those who are in need. Student choirs can 
partner with organizations providing winter 
essentials for the homeless and to volunteer 
sorting clothing. 

 HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 
Almost every community holds Habitat builds in the 
spring or fall. Helping to build a house on a Saturday 
is a great project for community engagement. 
Sometimes, student choirs will become involved in 
the building (at least some of the students will actually 
drive nails or help with landscaping) and then, if there 
is a dedication ceremony for the houses (which there 
almost always is), this might provide our students an 
opportunity to sing for the dedication.

The possibilities are virtually endless - Although 
the four categories above are some of the most 
typical mission projects for student choirs, there is a 
multiplicity of possibilities. One student choir became 
concerned about the prevalence of sexual trafficking 
in their community, and they took it upon themselves 
to learn more so they can be more aware and vigilant. 
Another choir became involved in a special project to 

minister to adults and teenagers who were studying 
ESL in their church. Still another group participated in 
a community-wide event to sponsor a local children’s 
hospital. 

Whether singing, giving time for manual labor, or 
volunteering as a fundraising participant, student 
choirs can make a big difference for the good among 
those who need our help. YouthCUE encourages 
all of us to become more active in our communities 
and to report your project to us so we can feature 
your community ministry. Sharing with one another 
will give us all new ideas and increase our scope for 
ministry in the months and years to come.

Happy serving, and happy singing! b
Randy Edwards

↑ Students and elderly find joy in sharing the gift of time with each 
other

↑ Senior facilities provide 
excellent opportunities for 
community engagement

TINA McCARTNEY 

Director of Major Programs 

tmccartney@youthcue.org 

(210) 557-5245

C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S

If you would like to discuss any of our 
programs, feel free to reach out to:

15TH ANNUAL BAYLOR 
FESTIVAL OF  
YOUTH CHOIRS 
February 21-23, 2020 

Baylor University, Waco, TX

(MS and HS Students)

THE 22ND ANNUAL 
NATION’S CAPITAL 
FESTIVAL OF  
YOUTH CHOIRS 
June 23-28, 2020 

National Cathedral,  

Washington, DC

(MS and HS Students)

NATIONAL  
HONOR CHOIR
July 22-29, 2020

New York &  Philadelphia, PA

(HS Juniors and Seniors) 

LABOR DAY AT THE 
CATHEDRAL 2020
September 4-6, 2020 

Washington National Cathedral, 

Washington, DC

(Collegiate and Adults)

NATIONAL HONOR CHOIR 2020

July 22-29, 2020 ~ 7 days, 6 nights
 NEW YORK, NY / PHILADELPHIA, PA

COST: $1,100 PER PERSON

+Plus your personal transportation to and from NHC week.

SELECTED OLDER HIGH SCHOOLERS CHOSEN BY THEIR DIRECTORS.

CONCERT VENUES:
• Wayne Presbyterian Church, Wayne, PA
• Manhattan Presbyterian Church, New York
• St. Paul’s Church, Ground Zero
• St. Patrick’s Cathedral, 5th Avenue
• Final concert at the Cathedral of St. John the Divine
• In addition to concert venues, we will visit Times Square, 

Central Park, Ground Zero, Ellis Island and others.

↑ National Honor Choir

CUE DIRECTORS’ JOURNEY ABROAD 2020
Adventure in Ireland 
October 3-12, 2020
Dublin, Belfast, Galway, Limerick, Waterford, Wexford

The Journey framework will not be hardwired but rather more open-ended 
with opportunities for personal reflection and meaningful fellowship. We 
will concentrate on adding our voices to the choral legacy so powerfully set 
before us hundreds and even thousands of years ago. Singing together in 
these holy spaces is an experience like none other. It will restore our souls!

Contact Tina McCartney at tmccartney@youthcue.org for more 
information and registration.

BELOW THE RADAR

YouthCUE is not a typical business; it is a partnership between us and our constituents. When you are considering participation in an event - even 
before you register - we highly encourage you to communicate with Tina McCartney via email. Your early contact with us will ensure that you remain 
in the know regarding the status of the event you are considering.

LABOR DAY AT THE CATHEDRAL
September 4-6, 2020
 WASHINGTON NATIONAL CATHEDRAL / WASHINGTON, DC

An extraordinary weekend of music for college 

and adult singers, celebrating the 85th birthday of 

American church music composer, Claude L. Bass, 

including a mass choir of 250 singers with a full 

orchestra of local professional musicians.

↑ Labor Day at the Cathedral


